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BENGAI. LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session— No. 1. 


The Council met in the Leg'islative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 17th February, 1M42, at 2-10 p.m., 
being the first day of the lirst Session, pursuant to secCon (>2 (,2) (/'/) of 
the Cit)verument of India Act, llldfi. 

Mr. President (the llon’ble Mr. Satykndua Cii\ni)UA Mitua) was in 
the Chair. 


Obituary Reference. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Honourable members of tin* Legislative 
Council: At the outset of the proceedings of the House, it is the duty 
of the Chair to refer to the sad death of the Right Honourable Sir Akbar 
Hydari, Member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council, which occurred 
at iN'ew Delhi on the 8th January last. 

After a brilliant academic career in the Bombay University, Sir 
Akbar joined the Indian Finance Service at tlie early age of 19 and soon 
made his mark as an officer of considerable ability and talents. He 
held many responsible posts in this department, having spent a couple 
of years in Calcutta as the Controller of Currency. In 1905, lie joined 
the J7izain’s (lovernment where he served as the Finance Member of the 
Nilam’s Executive Council for 17 years at a stretch. In this capacity 
Sir Akbar rendered excellent service, go much so that he is generally 
regarded as the maker of modern Hyderabad. When complicated 
political problems affecting the interests of tlie Indian States cropped 
up for discussion and decision at the Hound Table Conferences prior 
to the enactment of the Government of India Act, 1985, his services 
were requisitioned by tlie Nizam in the capacity of his Minister-in- 
charge of Constitutional Affairs. The consummate skill displayed by 
him in this new role resulted among others, in the restoration of the 
Nizam’s sovereignty over Berar. In recognition of these invaluable 
services to the State, Sir Akbar was raised to the office of the President 
of His Exalted Highness the Nizam’s Executive Council and ho 
continued as such till his retirement in August, 1941. Although over 
•'70 j^ears of age, he enthusiastically responded shortly after his retire- 
ment to the invitation of the Viceroy to join the expanded Executive 
Council of the Governor-General and held charge of the Ministry of 
Information till his^death. 
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An erudite scholar, an ardent exponent of Indian Culture, and 
an able administrator. Sir Akbar endeared himself ^^o all sections of 
the people as one of the outstanding personalities of modern India. 
In his public as well as private life, he admitted no difference of com-^ 
munity and it is this spirit of tolerance and broadmindedness which 
charmed every one that came in contact with him. He was a gjreat 
admirer of everything relating to ancient Indian culture and this made 
him a staunch devotee of that great Indian Yogee, Sri Aurobindo, of 
the Pondicherry Ashram where he made it a point to pay annual visits. 
He also took a keen interest in Poet Rabindranath’s Viswa-Bharati which 
received financial grants from the Nizam’s Government at his instance. 
Activities such as these go to show that Sir Akbar had imbibed the 
ideals of that true culture which knows no boundaries of race or colour. 

It was in recognition of this remarkable trait in his character that 
he was invited by the Calcutta University, shortly before his death, 
to deliver a course of lectures on ‘‘Indian Culture” as the Kamala 
Lecturer. India is undoubtedly the poorer to-day by the death of a man 
of such versatile talents, particularly during this most critical period 
in her history. 

May his soul rest in peace 1 

I would now request the honourable members to rise in their places 
as a mark of respect to the memory of the illustrious deceased. 

(Members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, gentlemen. The condolences of the House will be 
conveyed to the members of the bereaved family in due course. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Outotanding Questions ol the Second Session of 1941 and 
Answers thereto. 

Appointment of Commissioner of Commercial Tax. 

117. Khan Bahadur REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: WiU 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased 
to state — 

(а) the number of officers and clerks recently appointed by the 

Commissioner of Commercial Tax; 

(б) how many of them are Mussalmans; 

(c) the names of Mussalman candidates with their respective 
qualifications and the posts in which they have been 
appointed ; 
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{d) what is the principle which guided the Commissioner in select- 
ing thji candidates for appointments; 

\e) whether the Commissioner had any directions from the Govern- 
ment in this matter; 

(J) if so, what ara these; 

{g) whether it is a fact that academic qualifications w’ere not taken 
into consideration in selecting the candidates ; 

{h) whether it is a fact that Matriculate candidates w'ere taken in 

• preference to candidates having B.Com. or M.Com. degree; 

(i/ if so, what are the reasons for the same; 

{j) whether it is a fact that one Maulvi Saheb Ullah, M.Com., 
and one Maulvi Sagirul Hasan, B.Com., were candidates; 
and 

Qc) if so, whether they were selected; if not, why notP 

MIHI8TER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee): {^i) (i) Nil. The appoint- 
ment of officers in the Coiuiiiercial Tax Department is made by Govern- 
ment, not by the Commissioner. 

(m) Clerks — 107. 

(6) 64. 

(c) The information cannot be given without an amount of labour 
wh^l! I feel is altogether incommensurate with the value of the informa- 
tion when collected. 

{d) Candidates were selected in consideration of their academic 
attainments, experience and handwriting. A competitive examina- 
tion was held amongst those selected for appointment in Calcutta. 

(e) and {g) No. 

(/) Does not arise. 

{h) and (t) No candidate possessing M.Com. degree applied for a 
clerical post. Any B.Com, who applied was called to the examina- 
tion unless disqualified on account of his handwriting. 

(;) I understand these two gentlemen were candidates for posts of 
Commercial Tax Officer. The appointing authority for such posts is 
the Provincial Government. 

{k) Does not arise^ 
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[17th Feb., 


OuUtandmg Quettiont of Third Sesiion of 1941 and 
Answers thereto. 


Abolitioii of Kalihati Cirole. 

1. Khim Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the HoVble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if Kalihati Circle under Tangail subdivision in the district of 

Mymensingh has l>een abolished and the area thereunder 
has been distributed between the two iieighlK)uring- circles, 
viz., Tangail and Gopalpur; 

(b) if the Government are aware that the said arrangement has 

caused great hardship to and put heavy pressure of duties 
on the Circle Officers of Tangail and Gopalpur and caused 
great inconvenience to the general public including the Pre- 
sidents and members of the TTnion Boards and Chairmen 
and meml>ers of the Debt Settlement Boards of the former 
Kalihati Circle and that due to lack of supervision has 
caused deterioration in the proper administration of those 
Boards; and 

(c) if the answer to the alK>ve question be in the affirmative, 

whether the Government propose to continue the present 
arrangement or to revive the Kalihati Circle in the near 
future ? 


MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hbn’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq); Y es. I am making enquiries and will give 
the information desired in due course. 


Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state the nature of the enquiry he has started? 

The Hcn’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: An enquiry has been 
started to collect information required to enable me to answer the 
question. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: May I know 
whether the opinion of the District Officer has b^^en taken in the matter? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, the opinion of the 
District Officer and other officers competent to give opinion. 
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Appokitment of retired ofReers. 

^ i. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state — 

\i) if some officers have been reappointed in the past after retire* 
ment from service; and 

(li) if some Bengal Civil Service officers have recently been 
re-appointed after their retirements from Government 
service ? 

(h) If the answer to the above questions be in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) if the above system is financially unsound ; 

(n) if the al>ove system is causing discontentment among the junior 
officers ; 

(ui) if the above system is in direct conflict with the clear intention 
of the Legislature; 

(iv) if the above system is in violation of the recommendation of the 

Retrenchment Committee; and 

(v) if it causes discontentment among the unemployed youths? 

(c) If the answer to the above questions he in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Government proposes to put 
a stop to the above system? If not, why not? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(6) (t) and (iv) No. 

(ii) No, as the appointments are outside the cadre. 

(Hi) Government are not aware that the Legislature ever expressed 
any opinion in the matter. 

(v) Government have no information. 

(c) No. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY; Will the ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if the system of giving appointments to 
• retired officers was in vogue, before April, 1937? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of what 
happened before and^ am not in a position to answer this question. 
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Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state at wbat rate these appointments are made 
from among the retired officers? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As far as I am aware, 
appoininents of retired officers are very sparingly made. Moreover, such 
appointments are made on consideration of special qualifications and 
fitness to do the duties entrusted to them. Besides, as I have said, these 
appointments are made outside the cadre. 

MTb HUMAYUN KABIR: Arising out of (h) (n/), does the Hon’ble 
Minister remember the resolution which was passed in the Legfslature 
requesting Government to compulsorily retire all officers after 25 years 
of service? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Are these officers 
allowed pension as well as the pay at which they are appointed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The principle kept in view 
is ihat the total emolument should not exceed the pay that he would 
otherwise get. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Is that principle 
appli(;able in the case of appointments in the A.R.F. Department also? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware as to 4 hat 

hajipens in the A.R.P. They are made under instructions from the 
Central Government. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Arising out of (c;), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why the Government do not want to put a 
stop to the system of recruiting officers who have been retired on the 
ground of overage? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Personally, I am very 
much against the appointment of retired officers but the appointing 
authorities and those who want such appointments to be made maintain 
that there are certain duties which are better and more properly per- 
formed by experienced officers rather than by officers who are 
immediately recruited. That is the reason why Government permit 
very sparingly the appointment of retired officers. 
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* Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister make it a 
rule that in caselof appointments of such officers after retirement, it 
may not be done by smy particular officer bu^ should be sanctioned by 
4)y the Cabinet? 


The Hon’hie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is difficult for the 
Cabinet as a whole to make appointments. What can be done is — the 
appointing authorities may be directed to report to the Ministers con- 
cerned 80 that there may lx? some check on the appointments that are 
made. 


The Bengal Legislative Council Powers and Privileges Bill, 1939. 

3. Khan Bahih ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department \>o pleased to state 
if it is a fact — 

(i) that Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, introduced on 1st 

December, 1939, “The Bengal Legislative Council Bowers 
and Privileges Bill, 1939’^ ; 

(n) that the said Bill was referred on r2th January, 1940, at the 
instance of the sponsor of the Bill to a Select (k)mmittee for 
submission of report by the end of March, 1940; 

(i 2 i) that the said i)eriod for submission of the report was extended 
on the 29th March, 1940, on a motion of the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department to the 30th July, 1940, 
and 

(iv) that this extended period w^as further extended by the (k)uncil 
on the 29th July, 1940, up to the 15th November. 1940? 

(h) If the answer to the above question be in the affinnative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) if any action has since been taken for bolding the meeting of 
the Select Committee; and 

{{{) if any meeting of the Select Committee has since been convened 
and held ? 

(c) If the answer to the question at (h) above be in the negative, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why no action has been 

taken in the matter?^ 

. 



[17th Fes. 


8 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Th9 Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Tea. 

(b) No. 

* 

(c) A Government Bill was introduced in the Lower House which it: 
was intended to refer to a joint Select Committee. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: WiU the RoJhle 
Minister be pleased to state when the Government Bill was introduced in 
tlie I^)wer House? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot give the exact 
date; probably the Bill was introduced in the July-September fji^ssion. 
I am of course speaking off-hand from memory. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state at what stage the Government Bill is at 
present P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Nothing has been decided. 
But the question is being considered and it is difficult for me to say wlien 
the decision will be taken; the requirements of tlie two Houses wdll, 
however, be taken into consideration and all attempts will be made 
to come to a very ([uick decision. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that the Bill introduced by Mr. Bankim Chandra Hatta 
has been re-introduced and re-committed to a Select Committee of 
which the Hon’ble Minister is one of the members? 

The Hon'ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: By the Lower House 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: By this House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am extremely sorry, 1 
do not remember. 


Deputy Magistrates and Deputy Colleotors. 

4. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) whether the sanctioned strength of Deputy Magistrates, Deputy 
Collectors is not 232, as against actual strength of 235 as 
shown in the footnote of page 72 of the Civil List corrected 
up to 1st Julj^ 1941; 



.1942. J 


» 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


(b) whether fiovermnent is re-employing retired pensioned Deputy 

Collectors in addition to these jwst. ; if so, why; 

(c) why 3 posts are in excess of sac ^oned strength ; and 


(d) why the sanctioned strength is shown us 322 at the top of page 
50 of the same Civil List and 9 shown in the selection grade 
and 249 below the selection grade? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: («) Yes: the sanctioned 
Str€»hgth 18 232 but the actual strength is 252. 

(hf In view of the imperative necessity for the services of additional 
officers with administrative experience to deal with the extra work 
entailed by the war and tlie creation of A. It. P. service, six retired 
Deputy Collectors have been temporarily re-om ployed. 

(c) The strength of the (^adre was fixed at 232 with effec t from the 
22nd November, 1939. Previously it had l>een 322 and the necessary 
reduction was designed to be carried out over a fixed number of years. 
The cadre is reducing itself according to plan. 

The question of a further revision of the cadres of the Bengal Civil 
Service and the Bengal Junior Civil Service with a view' to increasing 
the former is at present under consideration. 

(d) The sanctioned strength figure of 322 and the figure iM9 are 
printing mistakes. This will be corrected in the next issue of the Civil 
List. 

JChan Bahadur BAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With 

reference to (o), are the posts in excess of the sanctioned strength of 
a temporary nature or permanent nature? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think, Sir, it is both 
combined. 

Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the posts were made permanent 
without previous sanction being obtained? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir, that is the 
.position. 

Khan Bahadur AJAUR RAHMAN: Ari.sing out of (c), does the 
Hon’ble Minister mean increasing the number of Deputy Collectors 
or increasing the nuftiber of Sub-Deputy Collectors? 

2 
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The Hon’Me Mr. A< K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the idea at present 
is to increase the number of Deputy Collectors, but if it found that the 
number of Sub-Deputy Collectors also should be increased, it will bfi 
done. 


Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN S But, Sir, already there is an 
increase to the san<!tioned strength of 2 'j 2, so what is the necessity of 
increasing the cadre more? 


Tha Hon'hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, there are*^ many 
reasons; one of them is that the members of the Bengal Civil Service 
and not of the Bengal Junior Civil Service are being trained in an 
increasing number to hold listed posts. 


Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Is it not a fact that members are recruit- 
ed to the Bengal Civil Service and the Bengal Junior Civil Service as a 
result of the same examination? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In view of this fact, will the (Govern- 
ment consider the desirability of increasing the number of Bengal Junior 
Civil Service rather than the number of Bengal Civil Service? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have already stated, 
the idea is to try officers of the Bengal Civil Service for listed posts. 
The difficulty arises at the time of making the selection. It is quite 
possible that some officers are selected for the lower service and 
some for the higher service. Some tests are laid down and the persons 
who are selected for higher posts not merely secure higher marks but 
there are other considerations which make them more competent than 
the others and it is for this reason that the cadre of the Bengal Civil 
Service is proposed to be increased. 


Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN; Is not the answer to (c) con- 
tradictory inasmuch as in one place it is given “The cadre is reducing 
itself according to plan” and in another place “The question of a further 
revision of the cadres of the Bengal Civil Service and the Bengal 
Junior Civil Service with a view to increasing the former is at present 
under consideration^ \ 
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TIm Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I do not see how the 

answer is contradictory. The reduction is beinp: carried out according 
to plan only in respect of the Bengal Junior Civil Service and the 
number of Bengal Civil Service is being increased so that we may 
get men from the Bengal Civil Service to fill in certain listed posts. 


Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Are we to understand then that the Gov- 
ernment is changing its policj’ on the ground of ecoiujiny to utilise 
larg^ number of Bengal Civil Service men for listed posts H 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the difficulty is that 
there is a fixed ratio between listed posts open to the ineml)ers of the 
Bengal Civil Service and the total cadre of the service. That ratio 
cannot be altered except with the orders of the Secretary of State. 
Plft'orts are being made to give greater facilities to tlie members of the 
Bengal ('ivil Service to act in Listed Posts: tins is all that I (‘an say at 
the present moment, Sir. 


Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With 

reference to answers (a) and (ic), it apjiears that the number is being 
gradually increased from 2-12 to 252, as in answer (a). Then it would 
appear that the plan has been apparently upset. Will the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister be pleased to state for what reasons!' 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is an ajiparent dis- 
crepancy, it is true; but that is explained by the fact that this increase 
has become necessary in consequence of tlu^ demand for these officers 
owing to the War. I may, however, say that it is only temporary. 


Kban Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hon'ble the Chief Minister kindly state why, in that case, the additional 
posts should not also be of a temporary nature, because the War itself 
is of a temporary nature? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not in a position to 
explain the facts and circumstances in which this increase in appoint- 
ment had been made, but I shall look into the question and find out 
whatjjexactly ia the pcisition. If the honourable member Aesxrea lurther 
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information, then I shall be pleased to give it if he will put down a 
particular question. His present question 1 am nit in a position to 
answer now. 


Police Force in Bengal. 

5. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what are the total number of Police Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, 
Sergeants, Assistant Sub-Inspectors, head constables and 
constables in the subordinate police force in Bengal in 1941 ; 

(h) how many out of them, under each head are Moslems and how 
many are non-Moslems; and 

(c) what is the percentage of Moslems and non-Moslems under 
each separate rank? 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Statements, which furnish 
the information required, are laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in reply to Question No, 5, 

Bengal Police. 


•tattmeiit ihowing tht RHmNr of Mutiiiiit and Non-Muslimt In the tvbertfinatt police 

fforct. 


Baaks. 

Sanc- 

tioned 

number. 

Number of 
officers em- 
ployed. 

Percentage of 
officers em- 
ployed to the 
total sanctioned 
number. 

Remarks. 



Muslims. 

Non- 

Muslims. 

Muslims. 

Non- 

Muslims. 


Intpeoton 

297 

79 

216 

26 -59 

72-72 


Sub-Inspectors 

1,883 

729 

1,136 

38-71 

60-32 

Any deficiency 
in the total per- 

Sergeants 

48 

1 

48 

•• 


centage is due 
to unfilled 

Assistant Sub-Inspec- 
tors. 

1,618 

486 

1,044 

30 -03 

64-62 

vacancies. 

Head constables 

1,119 

288 

818 

26-73 

73-10 


Oonatables 

20,420 

6,288 

13,733 

30-79 

67 -26 
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Calcutta Poucs. 


tlMwim IN Mri nimNr tf Mwiiiiit aiii NM-Miitiiiiii in tbt MfetrilMlt 
• Mict Ftrtt. 


% 

Total 
number 
(sanc- 
tioned ). 


Non- 

Muslims. 

Percentage. 

Hanks. 

Muslims. 

Muslims. 

Non- 

Muslima* 

Inspectors 

56 

6 

25 

19-36 

80 -66 

Sub-lnspefetors 

126 

51 

75 

39 -48 

59 -52 

Sergeants 

208 

(2 vacan- 
cies). 


206 



Assistant Sub-Inspectors 

155 

37 

118 

23 -87 

76 13 

Head constables 

428 

108 

320 

25 '23 

74-77 

Constables 

4,600 
(6 vacan- 
cies). 

1,321 

3,273 

28 *72 

71 -15 


Mf. NUR AHMED r Will llu* Horrble be pleased to state 

what steps have been taken by (ioverniiient to fill up the d<*fi(*ieney in 
the pereenta^’-e of Moslems in the Poliee Service? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: 1 efforts are being made 
to fill up the deficiency and to try and increase the ratio of Moslems in 
the vartous branches of the Police Service in acciirdaiice with the 
GoveAiment policy laid down ior the recruitment of its employees 
some time ago. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Tn the statement against 
Sergeants their numlH*r is noted as 48, but they are all non-Moslems. 
Does it then mean thai these Sergeants are only Hindus and 
Christians ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, non-Moslems, by 
which term I mean that they may belong to any community except 
the Moslem community. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Do I then have to understand 
that no Moslem has ever been available for the post of Sergeants? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If the question is whether 
Moslems are available for this post, then I certainly say that they 
must be available. 
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Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: In that ca^e, will the Hon’ble 
Minister kindly state why no Moslem has ever (been appointed as 
Sergeant P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. ^AZLUL HUQ; I may say that these 
appointments are not made by the Minister in the department; they 
are made by the head of the department. We always try to impress 
upon the departmental heads the necessity of redressing communal 
inequalities, as far as possible. Beyond that our powers do not go. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will Ihe Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
kindly state if there are any Sergeants in the Police Service in Bengal 
who are Indians, and not statutory Indians? By Indians I mean 
Hindus and Mussalinans, not Anglo-Indian or British or Australian 
subjects. Are there* any Sergeants who are Indian in that nou-statutory 
sense ? 

The Hon'ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Are we 

then to consider that the Ministers are helpless against their depart- 
mental heads? 

The Hon^ble Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ, Not exactly liopeless. 
We cannot figlit our departmental heads; we can give them directions 
and these directions are generally carried out; and if they do not carry 
them out, we impress upon them the necessity of doing so. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIY ED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the officers concerned cannot be 
made to ol)ey the orders of their departmental head ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K, FAZLUL HUQ; Government consider that 
the policy of interfering with the appointment of officers — especially in 
individual cases — is not proper. We have laid down a policy in regard 
to the principle of appointing men ; but we cannot begin by interfering 
in individual appointments. If this sort of interference is made, the 
head of the department will find it extremely difficult to work. 

Khan Bahadur 8AlYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I am 

not speaking of individual ca.ses. I am speaking about the principle 
— wdiether the ratio of Muslims is being maintained in the case of the 
appointment of sergeants. At present the number of Muslim Sergeants 
is nil. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as the appoiui> 
ment of Muslims In the various branches of public service is concerned, 
there has been a great deal of discontent that efforts were not made to 
Recruit sufficient numl>er of Muslims. In order to give effect to the 
proportion laid down, (iovernment pntiiiulgated certain rules liaving 
regard to the widespread desire on tlie part of the public. Those rules 
hav^ got the approbation of both Houses of the Legislature and of the 
general public. In order to ensure that the rules are ])roperly 
followed, Government have appointed a Special officer. This House 
can rest assured on t)ne point, at any rate, that so far as the interest 
of the Muslim community is concerned, the ])res4»nt Government will 
not budge an inch from ilie j)oli(‘y which was followed by the previous 
Govertiment. We will do all that (‘an ])ossihly he done under the rules 
and in accordance witli the ])o]icy that has been laid down. We are 
trying our best to bring up the Muslim ratio (d aj>pointmenis accord- 
ing to the proportion laid down, as (juickly as possibh*. But it cannot 
be done in a single day. I think it requires years before the Muslims 
can make up their leeway. 1 would request the honourable nieml>er9 
to wait and see what the ])resent Government does in this respect. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Should 
not the Hon’ble Minister give a vstart to the policy laid down and 
recruit according to the ])ro])ortion fixed for Muslims so far as the 
appointment of sergeants goes? The number is now zero. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is zero from the 
beginning, up to now it is zero. It is just possible that suitable 
Muslims were not found or the i)revious authorities did not use their 
discijption properly. 

t 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hoifble Minister be pleased 
to state if all these 48 appointments were made befor<‘ the 17th 
December last when the present Government took office or aft(*r? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The ap])ointmentg 
mentioned in the statement were made by the j)revious Government 
and at that tiitie I was not the Home Minister. So I am bearing the 
brunt of the sins committed by somelnKly else. (I^iughter. ) 


Cases of Kidnappingi etc. 

6. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state the total number of criminal 
offences against women in 1940 in Bengal; of these, how many were 
cases of kidnapping, how many of abduction, how many of rape, etc.? 
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(b) Out of these in bow many cases the victims and the assailants 
were Moislems and in how many cases, non-Moslems 

(c) What steps have Government taken to reduce the number of 
offences against women? 

Tha Hoii’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The information asked for 
is not readily available and the labour involved is not commensurate 
with the utility achieved by statistics called for. 

Mr, NUR AHMED* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
why no answer has been given to part (r) of the question? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The answer that has been 
given, applies to both (a), (b) and (r). Steps that have been taken 
are many and varied and it was felt that the answer given would 
cover all of them. But I can say this that steps that are taken are, 
amongst others, the proper investigation of individual cases from 
information gathered and deterrent punishment given in case of 
conviction, and attempt is being made to make the people realise that 
these offences are of a very heinous character and are a disgrace to 
the society and must be abandoned. 

Security prisoner 8j. Nanda Dulal Sinha. 

7. Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN (on behalf of Rai Bahadur 
Manmatha Nath Bose): Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to state — ^ 

(a) if it is a fact that Sj. Nanda Dulal Sinha, son of Sj. Manmolfan 
Sinha, of Midnapore, a security prisoner under section 129, 
Indian Defence Act, now in the Presidency Jail, Calcutta, 
was and is suffering from duodenal ulcer; 

<6) if it is a fact that he was in the Medical College Hospital for 
treatment, and on being X’rayed, 2 ulcers were found close 
to his stomach, and that he agreed to ajid applied for 
operation ; 

(c) if it is true that the said Nanda Dulal Babu was taken suddenly 

from the said hospital to the Presidency Jail without giving 
any reason whatsoever; and 

(d) if it is a fact that Nanda Dulal Babuls father Sj. Manmohan 

Sinha applied to the Political Secretary, Government of 
Bengal, for his re-admission into that hospital or any other 
good hospital in or outside Calcutta, and in case medical 
relief could not be given, applied for his release? 
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. Th# Hon’bfe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (c) No. 

(6) He was in ^he Medical College Hospital: X’ray revealed “a 
defonhed tender duodenal cap” but there was no clinical evidence of 
dtfodenal ulceration. 

(d) Yes. 

Rai Sahib dATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what were the circumstances which led the patient 
, to be taken to the Medical College Hospitals ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of it. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state the difference between “a deformed tender duodenal 
cap” and ‘‘duodenal ulceration” — for the edification of non-medical 
men ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is too technical for 
me to answer. 


Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: For us, non-medical men> 
the answer should be such as we can understand it. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Next question. 


Immersion of images at Dinajpur. 

8. Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether he will please give a summary of the discussions 

which took place between the Hon’ble tlie (‘hief Minister and 
Sir Manmatha Nath Mukherjee, the President of the Bengal 
Hindu Mahasabha, on the question of the suspension of the 
immersion of images at Dinajpur, Mymensingh and Budge 
Budge, on the 1st and 2nd November, 1941; 

(b) the circumstances which led Sir Manmatha Nath Mukherjee 

and the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin, the Home Minister, to 
meet to settle the question of the music before mosques in 
Bengal ; and 
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(c) whether the interpretation of the cfircnlar of 1927 ae put upon 
by Sir Manmatha Nath Mukherjee, an|ex-Chief Justice of 
Bengal, was examined by the Advocate-General of Bengal 
or whether the said interpretation was rejected by the 
Hon’ble Home Minister without obtaining any legal opinion 
on the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) I am afraid I do not 
recollect anything now. 

(h) The meeting was in pursuance of the late Ministry’s desire to ^ 
reach a settlement of the problem. 

(c) I understand that at the request of Sir Manmatha his interpre- 
tation was submitted by my late colleague for legal opinion. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Arising out of (^7), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the meeting was 
held at the instance of the late Minister or at the instance of Sir 
Manmatha? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not sure; I think 
both. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Arising out of (c), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to mention the designation of the 
officer to whom the matter was referred for legal opinion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think it was the 

Advocate-General. ' 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is prepared to disclose the opinion of 
the Advocate-General ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it is not possible for 
me to answer that question ; but I may consider the suggestion made 
and I shall answer it some time later. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is prepared to withdraw that obnoxious circular? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I do not endorse 
the adjective used; but as regards the circular, I shall consider what 
can be done in the matter. 
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N KABiR: May I know for bow bng this circular 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL H\iQ: I (‘an not say that. 

Qai Sahib JATInDRA MOHAN SEN: Will tlie Hon ble Minister 

be pleased to state if the Ministry is considering the necessity of 
withdrawing that circular ? 

•The Hon’ble Mri A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it i« a request which 
I am not in a position to answer straiglituway hut, as I liave said, W'e 
are considering the whole question. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Was the so-called 
obnoxious circular issued by the late Ministry of which Sir Bijoy was 
a member ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Mr. George, I.C.8. 

9. Mr. BIREHDRA KI8HORE ROY CHOUDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) if Mr. George, i.c.s., formerly the District Magistrate of Dacca, 

> is still at Dacca ; 

{b) if so, in which capacity he is working in that district; 

(c) if the Government are aware of the great distrust entertained 

by a large section of the people of Dacca as to his fitne.ss to 
occupy any position of responsibility at the jiresent time at 
Dacca; and 

(d) if so, whether they propose to transfer him at once to another 

district; if not, why not? 

The Hdn’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the whole of this 
question is out of order now as Mr. George has long been transferred. 

Expenditure of the Bengal Legislative Council and Assembly. 

10. Khan 8ahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
state what were the allotments and actual expenditures under , each 


Mr. HUMAYU 

has been in force 1 
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Major and Minor Heads for the Bengal Legislative Council and the 
Assembly, respectively, for each of the years 1937-38f 1938-39, 1939-40 
and 1940-41? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state in detail the 
expenditures of the Bengal Legislative Council and the Assembly, 
respectively, under the head “Contingency” for each of the ^ears 
1937-38, 1938-39, 1939-40 and 1940-41 ? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8 YAM APR ASAD HOOKER J EE; The required 
statements are laid in the Library. 

Khan Sahih ABDUL HAMID GHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please quote the rule, procedure or circumstances under which 
the statement has been laid on the Library Table instead of being 
furnished straight to us? 

The Hon’ble Dr, 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, I do not 
ixactly know the procedure about this but I think it is the general 
practice that in respect of a long printed «answer it is laid on the 
library Table. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID GHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Idinister please tell us why he preferred that procedure instead of 
mpplying the list straight to us? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I shall look 
nto the matter. 











Detctils of expenditure under the head, “ Contingency * 
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CSwtain^ appointments in Cooemment Presses. 

11. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURT: (n) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Finance Department he pleased to state if it 
is a fE^pt that it is the practice of the Government to appoint in the offices 
of Superintendent, Deputy Superintendent. A.ssistant Suiierinttmdent, 
Manager, Assistant Manager, in the Provincial (Tovernment Press 
only those persons who have passed the Printership Kxamination in 
• England? 

(h) Is it a tact that many Bengalees, Hindus and Muslims, who 
have passed the Printership Examination from England, were not 
taken in any ot the aboveinentioned offices? 

(c) Is it a fact that recently a duly qualified Bengalee, who had 
been serving for two years as an Assistant Manager of the Bengal 
Government Press, who stood first in the Examination of the Public 
Service Commission, was replaced in September, 1941, by a non- 
Bengalee who has neither passed the Printershiji Examination, nor 
appeared in the Examination of the Public Service Commission? 

(d) If the reply to parts {a) to (c) be in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleaded to enquire into the matter and take- neces- 
sary steps? 

• 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: (a) and (b) 

Government have no knowledge of the Printershi]j Examination. 

(c) I presume the honourable member is referring to the appoint- 
ment recently made to the post of Assistant Superintendent in the 
Bengal Government Press. The po.st was created in the first instance 
on a temporary basis. This post was made permanent with effect from 
the 1st September, 1941, and the vacancy was reserved under the 
Communal Ratio Rules for a Muslim. 

No domiciliary qualification is prescribed for this post. The .person 
appointed was appointed on the recommendation of the Public Service 
Commission. 

The incumbent of the temporary post, a Hindu, was not eligible. 


(d) Does not arise.* 
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RMlisatiofi of tolis tax. 

Mr. NUR AHMEDs (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
(of the Finance Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that many 
unregistered firms having a yearly turnover of less than ten thousand 
rupees are realising sales taxP 

(6) If so, what steps have been taken by the Government to prevent 
euch realisation and appropriation of sales tax, and what are they? 

(c) Is it a fact that under sections 4 aad 5 of the Bengal Finance 
i(Sale8) Tax Act, 1941, the dealer is liable to pay the tax? 

(d) If so, why is the tax being realised from the consumer and under 
what authority? 

(e) Do the Government propose to take suitable measures to prevent 
.«uch realisation of the sales tax by the dealers? If not, w'hy not? 


The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: The honourable 
member is referred to the Press Communique, dated the 14th November, 
1941, on Sales Tax which fully explains the points raised. A copy of 
the said Communique is laid in the Library for convenience of refer- 
.ence. 


Ministers’ tour to Darjeeling. 

18. Khan 8ahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the 
llon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
.fitate — 

{a) how many times each Minister has gone to and come back from 
Darjeeling during the years 1940-41 and 1941-42; and 

(b) how many times each Minister has gone on tour out of the 
Province of Bengal during the years 1940-41 and 1941-42? 

Tha Hon’bla Dr. 8YAMAPRAAAO MOOKER4EE: A statement is 
laid in the Library. 
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Statement referred Ip in the answer to Question Xo. 13 of I7th Fehruarij, 
1942, showing \he number of (1) journeys made by Honblc 
Ministers between Caleutta and Darjeeling and (2) tours outside 
the Provinee, during the years 1940-il and 1941-42 (up to 30th 
November, 1941), 

1940-41. 1941-42. 

t * ^ f ^ 

J oumoy 8 hot - J ou rney 8 liet - 

ween Calcutta Tours out- ween Calcutta Tours out- 
and par- side the and Dar- side the 
jeeling. Province. joeluiior. Province. 


Hon’ble Cftief Minister — 

Calcutta — ^Darjeeling 
Darjeeling — Calcutta 

Hon’ble Minister, Home — 

Calcutta — Darjeeling 
Darjeeling— Calcutta 

Hon’ble Miniator, Revenue — 

Calcutta — Darjeeling 
Darjeeling — Calcutta 

Hon’ble Minister, Communications 
and Works — 

Calcutta — Darjeeling 
Darjeeling — Calcutta 

Hon’ble Minister, Finance, Com- 
merce and Labour — 

Calcutta — Darjeeling 
Darjieling — Calcutta 

Hon’ble Minister, Co-operative Cre- 
dit and Rural Indebtedness — 

Calcutta — Darjeeling 
Darjeeling — Calcutta 

Hon’ble Minister, Forest and 
Excise — 

Calcutta — Darjeeling 
Darjeeling — Calcutta 

Hon’ble Minister, Agriculture and 
Industries — 

Calcutta — Darjeeling 
Darjeeling — Calcutta 

Hon’ble Minister, Public Health and 
Local Self-Government — 

Calcutta — Daijeeling 
Darjeeling — Calcutta 

Hon’ble Minister, Judicial — 

Calcutta — Darjeeling 
Darjeeling — Calcutta 



Times. 


Times. 

4 

8 

7 

4 

4 


7 


4 

8 

2 

1 

4 


2^ 


5 

2 

(1 

1 

5 


G 


5 

3 

2 

2 

5 


2 


6 

6 

2 

4 

9 


2 


7 

Nil 

5 

Nil 

7 


5 


.3 

1 

5 

NU 

3 


6 


4 

6 

5 

5 

4 


5 


7 

NU 

6 

Nil 

7 


6 


3 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

3 


4 
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Conference at Darjeeling of Distriot Boarcj Chairmen. 

M7. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: (a) Will tbje 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that a con- 
ference of the Chairmen of the District Boards was recently held at 
Darjeeling? 

(6) If the answer to the above question be in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state under whose orders and with 
what object the said conference was held? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact 
that a resolution has been adopted at the said conference urging upon 
the Government to postpone election to all local bodies until termination 
of the war and that the Hon’ble Minister was pleased to announce that 
he would consider the matter? 

(d) Will" the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the policy 
and decision of the Government on the said matter of election? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of the 
District Boards, general election to which will be due by the end of 
March next ? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that 
public opinion is strongly against any extension of the term of any 
local body beyond the statutory period? 

(ff) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of the 
District Boards in which elections are overdue and also the ieasons, 
if any, for withholding the elections thereof? 

(/i) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Government is 
willing to take immediate steps for election in those District Boards 
where election has become overdue? If not, why not? 


MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH AND LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu)s («) and (6) Yes, under the orders of the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Public Health and Local Self-Government 
for discussion of certain matters relating to the administration of the 
district boards. 

(c) There was no such resolution, but a suggestion to this effect 
was made by one of the Chairmen and an assurance was given that the 
matter would be considered by Government. 

^Questions numbering 14 to 16 were postponed as the Hon'ble Minister to whose 
Department they related did not attend the meeting. ^ 
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{d) Only the elutions to local boards, which are due in the near 
future, have been temporarily suspended pendin^^ the final decision of 
Goveftament, which is likely to be reached so 

(e), {g) and {h) A statement explaining the position is laid on the 
table. No orders have been passed for the postjionement of the election 
of anj* district board. 

{fy I have no such information. 


Statenricnt referred to in the reply to question No. 17. 

1. Names of District Boards whose elections are due by the end 
of March, 1942. — (1) Nadia and (2) Miirshidabad. 

2. Names of District Boards whose elections are overdue. — 

(1) Bttrdwan . — The local boards of the district have been recently 

reconstituted. The district board will be reconstituted after 
the required number of members has been elected by the 
local boards. 

(2) Midnofrur and (3) Ilooghly . — As the elections to lo(‘al boards 

in these districts have been postponed pending the final 
decision of Government, the district board elections tninnot 
take i)lace until the \oviil boards have been reconstituted. 

(4) Noahhali . — The constituencies of the district board have been 

delimited by Government and the election is ex])ected to be 
held shortly. 

(5) wMalda — The election is in progress. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY; With reference to 
(6.), will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state what was the 
important matter relating to the administration of the district boards 
for which a conference was considered to be necessary? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I ask for notice. 

Khan 8ahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: With reference to 
(r), is the Hon’ble Minister jirepared to disclose the name of the Chair- 
man who made that suggestion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I ask for notice. 

Khan 8ahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: With reference to 
(d), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when that order for 
the suspension of electiorf was issued ? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8Ui( That was issued 
shortly before the present Government came in office. I can inform the 
honourable memlier that since then another decision has been tak^en to 
the eiPect that no general postponement of the elections will be allowed 
but only individual cases will be considered on their own merits. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
in the list of districts in respect of which elections are overdue the name 
of Faridpur has been omitted ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am not aware but 
I shall look into the matter. 

Rural Water-supply Programme. 

18. Khan 8ahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department lie pleased to state if it is a fact — 

(/) that the Director of Public Health has submitted his report for 
1939 ; 

(ii) that the said report reveals that it is the ambition of the 
Government to have the Province adequately supplied with 
drinking water by regular progress within a definite period ; 

(m) that in the said report reference has been made to the failure 
of local bodies to maintain and repair sources of water- 
supply provided by Government grants; and 

(iv) that in the said report notice has been taken of the fail are of 
some local bodies to show the requisite energy to work out 
the Government scheme of water-supply? 

(b) If the answer to the above questions be in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of the local bodies 
referred to in the report of the Director of Public Health? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) (i), (Hi) and (iv) 

Yes. 

(ii) The Annual Report of the Director of Public Health for the 
year 1939, does not make any mention of the proposed comprehensive 
Rural Water-supply Programme but it was referred to in the resolu- 
tion on the said report published by Government. 

(h) On enquiry from the Chief Engineer, Public Health Depart- 
ment, it has been ascertained that the arrangements made by most of 
the District Boards for maintenance of the sources of water-supply 
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ptovided by Government are inadequate, and in some cases, e.g., 
Faridpur, Tippera,» Chittagong, Bakarcranj, Rangpur and Dinajpur it 
can be definitely stated that the Districi Boards are opposed to taking 
»p the responsibility for maintenance unless adequate extra funds are 
provided. 

Ktian Sahib ABDUL HAMID GHOWDHURY: With reference to 

(b), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what remedy lies 
against those Boards wliich are not taking proper care to maintain the 
waterworks ? 

Th€b Hon’ble Mr, SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: I may inform the 
honourable member tliat (lovernment are taking up the entire question 
of the maintenance of these sources of water-supply and are also con- 
templating the appointment of a Special Officer to go into the whole 
matter, to come into contact with the District Boards concx^rned and 
will then lay down tlie policy which should be adopted in such cases. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Will the Hoirble Minister please 
state whether the report for the year 1940 is available or ready yet? 

The Hon’ble Mr, SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I am sorry I cannot 
say. 


Medical inspection of pupils of high schools. 

19j Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hoik’ hie Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department be pleased to state if it is a fact — • 

(i) that money was allotted for medical inspection of pupils of all 
high schools in the Province; and 

(it) that the said money could not be used? 

(h) If the answer to the above questions be in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the amount of allotment which 
was made as well as the circumstances under which the allotment could 
not be utilised? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if in the report 
of the Director of Public Health for the year 1939, local bodies have 
been advised to appoint women vaccinators in the rural areas? 

(d) If the answer to the above question be in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action Government pro- 
pose to take in giving effect to the said advice? 
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The Hon’hie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: U) and (h) Previous 
to 1940-41 a sum of Rs. 5,850 was provided in the( Education Budget 
for medical inspection in selected senior madrassas and high sqhools 
for boys in connection with the Youth Welfare and Physical Educa- 
tion. This sum was utilised for the purpose. In 1940-41 it was agreed 
that this scheme should be taken over by the Public Health Depart- 
ment and amalgamated with the proposed School Hygiene Division, 
and accordingly no provision was made for this scheme in the 
Education Budget in that year. But when the School Hygiene Division 
was actually sanctioned in the beginning of 1941, the scheme for 
medical inspection was not renewed as it was decided to see the woi'king 
of the School Hygiene Division for some time before the form^»r could 
be renewed. Accordingly no allotment was made for the scheme last 
year. The Director of Public Health has submitted a revised scheme 
for inspection of school children in mufassil municipalities in lieu of 
the above-mentioned scheme. The scheme of the Director of Public 
Health is under my consideration. 

(c) and (d) The local bodies were advised by the Director of Public 
Health in a circular letter in 1939, and not in his report, to appoint 
female vaccinators in the rural areas. At the instance of the Director 
of Public Health, a circular letter has also been issued this year by 
my department to the local bodies impressing upon them the impera- 
tive necessity for appointing female vaccinators. 

Kaia-azar and malaria in certain parts of Jessore. 

20. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and I^oal Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state if he is aware of the fact that the^re has 
been a s(*riou8 outbreak of malaria and kala-azar in the villages of 
Shankarpur, Gaiidharbakhali, Chandibarpur, Rathadanga within the 
Union Boards of Chandibarpur, and Raghunathpur, Bhatia, Daldidpur, 
Durgapur wdthin the Union Board of Durgaimr, police-station Narail, 
district Jessore? 

(5) Is it a fact that the Subdivisional Officer of Narail has been 
often visiting the affected areas and distributing quinine freely but to 
no effect? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the District Board of Jessore and the 
Government opened a free dispensary for three months in the central 
place of Shankarpur of Chandibarpur Union Board and that about 200 
to 300 patients were treated there daily? 

(d) If the reply to parts (a) to (c) be in the affirmative, does the 
Hon’ble Minister propose to open a temporary dispensary there at 
Shankarpur, police-station Narail, and save the villagers? If not, 
why not? 
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Th« Hon'ble Mr) 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) There have been 
cases of malaria and kala-azar in the areas hnf the condition is not 
in anj^ way abnormal nor is it as severe as. it was last year. 

* (h) Yes. Quinine is bein^ distributed. I have no information as 
to the effect, which will be available on Assistant Director of Public 
llealtl^, Malaria Hesearch’s report which T expect soon. 

(c) No. Last year, only one anii-inalaria centre was opened by the 
District Board. About V2b patients on the average attended daily. 

(d) The District Board has opened a temporary anti-malaria centre 
in tha*t area. The Director of Public Health, Bengal, has deputed the 
Assistant Director of Public HeaBh, Malaria Besearch, to Narail with 
a view to ascertain the malaria situation in the subdivision this year. 
Adequate steps will be taken on his report. 


Malaria in certain parts of Jessore. 

21. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the TTon ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Ixical Self-Dovernmcnt Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) if it is a fact that last year the Government arranged to open 
a dispensary for three montlis to (50])e with the malaria out- 
break in the Chandiharpur Union Board and that the dis- 
pensary doctor liad to attend about 2(K) to [U)0 ]>atients 
daily ; 

(hy if it is a fact that the villagers of the said Union Board sent a 

• petition to the Hon’ble Minister through the Subdivisional 
Officer of Narail praying for the opening of a permanent 
dispensary for the malaria-affecded inhabitants ; and 

(c) if the reply to parts (a) and (b) l>e in the affinnative, whether 
any action has been taken on the said petition and whether 
a doctor would be sent there immediately and steps would 
be taken to open a permanent dispensary there ; if not, why 
not? 

The Hen’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) The honourable 
member is referred to the answer given to clause (c) of question No. 20 
asked by him on the subject. 

(b) No such petition has been received by me either directly or 
through the local officers. 


(c) Does not arise 
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Malaria in Mymenaingh. 

22. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAiN: W^l 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department be pleased to state — 

I' 

(a) the duties of the Engineering Branch of the Public Health 

Department ; ^ 

(b) whether there are three Engineers in the Dacca Division; 

r 

(c) whether they tour about the districts at all or their main duty 

consists in looking after water-supply and drainage schemes 
of the Dacca city only ; 

{d) if they were ever deputed to Mymensingh district to find out 
if the cause of malaria epidemics in the Netrakona and Sadar 
subdivisions was due to defective drainage owing to railway 
embankments; and 

(e) what important schemes the Engineering Department got 
through during the last three years in the Dacca Division? 

The Hon’Me Mr. aAKTOSH KUMAR BASU: {a) The duties of the 
Engineering Branch of the Public Health Department are (t) to prepare 
on request water-supply, drainage and sewerage schemes of municipal 
and local bodies, {ii) to supervise and control execution of such schemes, 
(Hi) to advise Government on all matters relating to public health 
engineering and (Vr) to maintain such drainage and water works as 
desired by Government. 

(h) No — there are only two permanent Engineers — one Executive 
Engineer in charge of the Division and one Assistant Engineer in 
charge of the Dacca City subdivision. The number of temporary 
Engineers, however, vary according to the number of schemes under 
examination. 

(c) The Engineers tour about within the jurisdiction of the Dacca 
Sanitary Works Division whenever it is necessary in connection with 
their duties enumerated in my answer to clause (a). 

(d) The Malaria Engineer appointed in 1940 went to Netrakona in 
March, 1941, to inspect the Magra B-iver Besuscitation Scheme in that 
subdivision. The malaria epidemic in the subdivisions of Netrakona 
and Sadar in Mymensingh is not due to defective drainage brought 
about by railway embankments only but due to other causes as well' — 
namely, deterioration of the Brahmaputra and other rivers in the area 
and creation of innumerable mosquito-breeding foci in the past and 
continued excavation at present by the villagers themselves. 
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(e) Publi^ Health Engineering Department gat through 
the fallowing schemes in the Dacca Division during the last three 
yeais : — 

(1) Dacca Water Works Improvement Scheme; 

(2) South Chandpur New Water Works Scheme; 

f3) Mymensingh Water Works Improvement Scheme; 

(4) Munshiganj Water-supply Improvement Scheme; and 

(5) Comilla Water Works Improvement Scheme. 

hesides sketch projects were also prepared during these years in 
respect of the following schemes: — 

(i) Sakuni Drainage and Water-supply Scheme; 

(u) Maijdi Water-supply and Drainage Scheme; 

(Hi) Chittagong Waler Works ReiiUHlelling Scheme; and 

(iv) Narayanganj Water-supply Improvement Scheme. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With 
reference to (r/), will the Hon^ble Minister kindly say what steps have 
been taken or what steps he proposes to take to remove the defects due 
to which virulent type of malaria broke out in this area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8Us Sir, the answer to 
this question w’ill be somewhat comprehensive and I do not think it 
would be possible for me to put it into the compass of an answer to a 

supplementary question. 

• 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Is the 

Hon’ble Minister examining it and does he propose to take it up soon? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes. 

23. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With 
reference to (b), my question was whether Government consulted 
public opinion: it has not been answered. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: It has been 
answered by implication that public opinion, apart from the opinion of 
the Chairmen of District Boards, was not consulted. But I may add 
•‘in this connection that, as I have already stated in answer to a 
separate question, Government have decided that there will be no 
general rule with regard to the postponement of elections but that 
each individual case will be considered according to its merits. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H^iSAiN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what special war efforts are being 
made ? 

r 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That will depend 
upon each individual District Board. But it is difficult to answer, such 
a question of general character. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if there has been a large number of public meetings, specially in 
Mymensingh and Faridpur, urging upon the Government tc hold 
District Board elections as early as possible ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: As 1 have already 
indicated I am not aware of any public meetings in these two districts 
but the general decision which has been arrived at is not to postpone 
elections wliich ought to take place in due course in order to give the 
voters an opportunity of electing new representatives ; but in individual 
cases, well, they will be considered on their own merits. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: The next few questions, which are due to be 
answered by the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, will not be 
taken up to-day. The Chair has been informed that the Hon’ble 
Minister is indisposed. 

Questions from No. 30 will now be taken up. 


Distribution of Khasmahal lanfi in Chittagong. 

30. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Dopartment be pleased to state if there are large plots of 
Khas land in Chittagong which are available for distribution among 
the sailors or seamen or their heirs and dependants, especially for those 
who have rendered distinguished and meritorious services to the cause 
of the British Empire, both in this war and in the last war? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is a great demand for such land on the 
part of such sailors or seamen or their heirs and dependants? 

(c) If so, do Government propose to distribute such land among 
such sailors or seamen or their heirs or relatives? If not, why not? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Government of the 
Punjab have distributed vast areas of Khas land to the soldiers who 
have rendered meritorious service in the war? 
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MINISTER in)charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (a) The total area of Khas- 
mahal land available for settlement in tli© district of Chittagong is 
60,501 acres, but the major portion of thr-- lands are covered by hills 
or jungles or are sandy chars, and are scattered throughout the district. 

(h) No demand has been made. 

(c) Government have already issued instructions to the effect that 
applications for settlement of Khasmahal lands from Bengali soldiers 
who, have put in more than six months’ active service *n connection 
with tjie present war — but not those who may have refused to serve 
with the unit after its embodiment in the Regular Army — and Bengali 
lascars who may not have served in Ilia Majesty’s forces but may 
nevertheless have been exposed, on the high seas, to the dangers and 
hardships of war, should be given preference, such settlement being 
made according to the ordinary terms and conditions oi settlement of 
Khasmahal lands. 

(d) Government have no information. 


Revisionary settlement in Faritfpur. 

31. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY; ((/) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be ])leased to 
state i| it is a fact — 

that revisionary settlement is now in jirogrcss in Sadar and 
Goalundo subdivisions of the Faridpur district; and 

(n) that there is great economic distress in those areas? 

(b) If the answer to the above (luestion be in the alfirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what amount has been spent 
on relief for those areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; (a) (i) Yes. 

(it) There was disiress in those areas during the months of Febru- 
ary to August, 1941, the economic situation has now greatly improved. 

• * 

(b) Es. 3, 10, 000 as agricultural loans, Rs. 1,00,000 on account of 
test relief and Rs.l 1,300 on account of gratuitous relief have been 
distributed in those areas. 
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[17th Em., 


Flood in Alokdia Union Board. ^ 

• 

32. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: (a) Will tlie 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that serious damage has been caused to the standing 
crops by abnormal flood in Alokdia Union Board under Mad||upur 
police-station in Tangail subdivision of the Mymensingh district? 

(b) If the answer to the above question be in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what measures Governjnent 
propose to take in giving relief to the affected area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) The 

condition of crops in the Union in question was good on the whole. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what he means by ‘^on the whole”? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: ”0n the 

whole” is cm expression wdiich means ^considering all the facts and 
circumstances of the case.” 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: In view of the 
first-hand knowledge which I possess of the Union, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to hold an enquiry as regards the truth of this 
reply P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Most certain- 
ly; I shall be very grateful if the honourable member wdll see me in 
this connection. 

Boundary between Mynteneingh and Pabna distriots. 

33. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state — 

(t) if there is a standing circular of the Government directing 
demarcation of the boundary between two districts divided 
by a navigable river on the basis of the main channel of the 
river ; 
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(it) if the river Jumna is a navigable river; 

(tit) if the said river runs through the district of Mymensingh on 
one side and the district of Pabna on the other; and 

(tv) if a vast tract of land lying on the Mymensingh side of the 
♦ river is still within the civil and criminal jurisdiction of the 
district of Pabna? 

(b) If the answer to the above questions be in the affirmative, will 
the ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is in the contemplation 
of the\jovernment to lake immediate action to re-ndjust the boundary 
between the districts of Pabna and Mymensingh on the basis of the 
main channel of the river Jumna and revise the jurisdicdioiis of the 
two districts accordingly? If not, why not? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) (/) There 
is no such circular. In notification, dated the ITtli September, 1891, 
however, (xovernment notified that the main stream of the rivers 
Brahmaputra, Ganges and Meghna under whatever local name that 
may be called, flowing between or bordering on the districts of the 
Dacca Division, will be the boundary for administrative jmrposes 
between districts on both sides of the rivers. 

(n) and (iti) Yes. 

(iv) and (b) The matter is under en(iiiiry by the Dir<*ctor of Land 
Records and Surveys, Bengal, on completion of which the (jiiestion of 
re-Adjustment of boundary will be considered. 


Agricultural loan. 

34. Mr, NUR AHMED: (r/d Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Revenue Dej)artment be pleased to lay on the Table a detailed state- 
ment showing the amounts of agricultural loans and gratuitous relief 
given to different districts in Bengal in the years 1938, 1939 and 
1940, respectively? 

(b) Is it a fact that the poor agriculturists in the Cox’s Bazar 
subdivision especially Chakoria, Banskhali, and other thanas of (3hitta- 
• gong are actually starving and that the DLstrict Magistrate of (’hitta- 
gong has published appeal for their relief. If so, have the Govern- 
ment sanctioned any sum by way of gratuitous relief to save the poor 
people from starvation? If not, why not? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BAnI-RJEE: (a) The 

amounts of agricultural loans advanced and gratuitous relief given in 
different districts during the years 1938-39, 1939-40 and 1940-41* are 
noted below: — * 


Agricultural loans advanced. 


District. 




1938-39. 

1939-40. 

1940-41. 





Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Burdwan 




94,861 

1,30,547 

1,11,000 

Birbhum 




17,415 

12,939 

25,777 

Bankiira 




9,837 

3,97,842 

14,864 

Midnapore 




10,194 

2,88,600 

1,60,500 

Hooghly 




23,000 

1,43,787 

20,000 

Howrah 



•• 


34,000 

21,250 

24-Parganafl 




1,78,201 

1,44,780 

1,29,000 

Nadia 




2,10,000 

1,30,525 

1,000 

Murshidabad 

♦ . 



6,61,600 

1,73,000 

24,050 

Jessore 




4,61,000 

95,900 

2,222 

Khulna 




3,30,000 

1,20,850 

1,39,100 

Dacca 


•• 


2,98,860 

95,550 


Mymonsingh 


•• 

•• 

2,33,257 

4,07,992 

70,000 

Faridpur 


•• 


6,60,010 

1,41,100 

66,t06 

Bakarganj 




1,20,000 

73,500 

11,500 

Chittagong 

•• 




1,22,250 


Tippera 

•• 



3,27,217 

1,17,643 

17,023 

Noakhali 



•• 

26,400 

37,600 

26,000 

Raj shah i 


•• 


3,47,000 

1,63,962 

• • 

Dinajpur 




97,000 

8,060 

2,340 

Jalpaiguri 


•• 

•• 

•• 

700 

.. 

Rangpur 




3,86,000 

2,03,000 

. . 

Bogra 

•• 



2,02,000 

. . 

. . 

Pabna 




6,46,600 

2,98.020 

23,867 

Malda 

•• 

•• 

•• 

3,08,377 

36,388 

18,000 

Darjeeling 



. 

. . 


11,000 
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Government. 


district. 



1938-3j). 

1939-40. 

1940-41. 




R«. 

Rh. 

Rs. 

Burdwjkn 




1,200 

6,300 

Birbhum 





1.00,000 

Bcuikura 




14,309 


Midnapore 




9,774 

37,000 

Hooghly 




14,600 


Howrah^ 




0,000 


24*Pargana8 



14J00 



Nadia 



17,0(K) 

2,950 


Murshidabad 



5S,432 

3.435 

3,000 

Jessore 



35,000 

1 ,050 


Khulna 



45,000 



Eacca 



30,195 

1,100 


Mymenaingh 



3,000 

3.350 


Faridpur 



30,000 

4.713 

100 

Bakarganj 



3,000 

9,915 


Chittagong 




11,300 

.300 

Tippera 




098 


!Noakhali 



2,550 



Rajshahi 



9,957 

4,538 


Dinajpfer 



2,902 

290 


Jalpaiguri 






B>angpur 



16,942 

2,481 


Bogra 



2,000 



Pabna 



72,337 

21,725 


Malda 



40,000 

434 


Darjeeling 

. . 

. . 





(6) (1) In the Ramii and (Jhakaria thanas of Cox’s Bazar subdivi- 
sion distress was caused by the failure of the aus crop and floods in June- 
July which carried away a number of houses. liandless lal)ourer8 in 
these areas have been further affected by the prohibith^n of immiji^ra- 
*tion of unskilled labourers from India to Burma. The situation has 
been relieved to some extent by the harvest which commenced in the 
beginning: of November. Banskhali thana was not affected at all. 
Both the aus and aTmjn crops have been excellent there. 
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(2) The District Magistrate of Chittagong issued an appeal for a 
general Relief Fluid for the district and not particularly for those 
areas or for immediate needs. 

(3) Agricultural loans and short-term loans were distributed to 
relieve distress among the cultivators. Rs.70,000 was sanctioned for 
agricultural loans and lls.20,000 for short-term loans. 

(4) Government also granted some money from the Ram T^l 
Mukherji’s Fund for relief of families whose houses had been 
destroyed by floods. Free passes for forest produce were issued in 
all deserving cases where houses had heen badly damaged or 
destroyed. The value of each pass is Rs.25. 


Failure of crops in certain parts of Midnapore. 

35, Rai Bahadur MANMATHA NATH BOSE; Will the 
rion^ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Dejiartment be pleased to 
slate — 

(a) if he is aware that there is acute distress in the major portion 
of tliana Sabung within the Sailar subdivision of the district 
of Midnapore on account of failure of crojfs for three succes- 
sive years (including this year) due to flowl ; and 
(h) what steps the Government have taken up to this time to 
relieve the distress. 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; (a) As a result 
of floods in 1939, 1940 and 1941 there was distress in some Union^ of 
Sabung police-station. 

(6) The following steps were taken to relieve distress: — 

In 1939-- 

Agricultural loans distributed — Rs.15,000. 

Gratuitous relief distributed — Rs.800. 

In 1940— 

Agricultural loans distributed — Rs. 11,500. 

Gratuitous relief distributed — Rs.dOO. 

In 1941— 

Agricultural loans distributed — Rs.l2,000. 

Gratuitous relief distributed — Rs. 2,000. 

Further sums of R8.15,000 and Rs. 1,000 will be distributed os 
agricultural Ijans and house building grants respectively. 
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Khan Bahadur AtAUR RAHMAN: Haa the Hon’ble Minister any 
idea of the per capita amount that will W distributed to the agricul- 
turist's out of that Rs. 1 1,600 F 

Tha Hon’ble Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The per 

capita loan will be inconsiderable in view of the considerable number 
of loanees. 


Development of Digha. 

3ib Rai Bahadur MANMATHA NATH BOSE: Will the Hon’blo 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department lie pleased to state — 

(a) if steps are being taken for the develoi>ment of Digha in the 
Contai subdivision in the district of Midnajxire as a sea- 
side resort and health sanatorium; 

{h) if it is a fact that several ai>j)lication8 were and have been 
submitted to the Oollector, Midnapore, for taking settlement 
of lands in that area for construction of houses; and 

(c) if any estimate has been made of the costs to be incurred? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; (a) and (c) 

The scheme is under consideration of Government and no final decision 

has been reached yet. A copy of the scheme is placed in the Library. 

(b) Yes. 

Statement referred to in the answer to question No, 36 of 17th February ^ 

1942. 


Digha Development Scheme, 

Bengal has a sea-board of more than 1,000 miles and yet she has 
no sea-side resort to cater for her people. The considerations such as 
the congestion of Puri, the expensiveness of Darjeeling and the 
unsuitability of the latter place for those whom height does not suit, 
have at present given rise to a great demand for a suitable sea-side 
resort in Bengal. There is a further and a more important considera- 
tion, viz., the establishment of a sea-side health resort in Bengal will 
be a patriotic enterprise inasmuch as the people of Bengal will thereby 
be afforded an opportunity to spend in their own province the money 
which they are now’ spending in other provinces for a change of 
climate. 

At the instance of Mr. B. R. Sen, i.c.s., late Collector of Midna- 
pore and present Revenue Secretary, Government have accordingly 
taken up the question of developing Digha, a village on the sea coast 
in the Contai subdivision of the district of Midnapore, as a sea-side 
resor^ for the people of Bengal. The place, with its extensive sea 
4 
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beach, offers a very attractive sight and possesses various other advan- 
tages of a sea-side resort. At present the place is approachable only 
by one road, viz., the Contai-Digha Road, the nearest railway station 
from Calcutta being the Contai Road Station. The distance by this 
road from Contai Road Station to Digha is only 57 miles. The road 
has been metalled by the District Board of Midnapore up to a point 
which is 10 miles from Digha. The District Board is agreeable to 
metal at its own expense 4 miles of this unmetalled portion, if 
Government are prepared to bear the cost of* metalling the other 6 
miles. 

The scheme as now prepared is that Government should acquire 
526*20 acres of land at Digha and then lease it out in suitable plots 
after making necessary approach roads. Of 526*26 acres of land to be 
acquired, 320 8^1 acres will be available for settlement. The area thus 
available has been divided into six classes according to situation and 
other advantages as detailed below : — 

Class. Area. 

Acres. 


1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

Gth 


41*37 

26*27 

28*11 

24*26 

19*17 

181*65 


The metalling of the unmetalled portion of the Contai-Digha Road 
would be an essential preliminary to the execution of the Development 
Scheme. Provision would also have to be made for water-supply, 
drainage, sanitation including anti-malarial schemes about which 
enquiries are now proceeding. 


Flood in Bankura. 

37. Rai Bahadur MANMATHA NATH BOSEs (n) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state if he is aware that parts of the district of Bankura have been 
flooded by the river Damodar and in consequence there has been failure 
of crop in those parts? 

(h) Have the Government taken any steps to remedy the distress in 
the parts affected? If so, what are they? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) Owing to 
heavy rains from 7th to 9th October, 1941, the Damodar overflowed its 
banks at several places in the district of Ban^Lura. There was some 
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damage to the standing aus crop but the benefit to the groTcing oTruin 
crop was far greater than tlie damage to the 'lus. 

(5) Yes. A sum of Ils.2,325 was dist’-r'juted as agricultural loans 
and Rs. 1,200 as , gratuitous relief. Alnmi 20 inaunds of rahi seeds 
were also distributed free. 

Certain appointments in the Howrah Civil Court. 

38. Mr. KHORSHED ALAM CHOWDHURY; (f/) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be jileased to 
state if two appointments in the Upper Division clerks in Howrah. 
Civil Cl)urt were filled up by direct recruitment witbin the last two 
years ? 

(/>) Was there no fit candidate for either of the posts in the district 
itself ? 

(c) Was any advertisement for the direct recruitment made in any 
newspapers? If so, in what papers? If not, why not? 

(d) Were there senior men in the district than the man recruited, us 
head clerk from another office? Had thcvsc cases been (‘onsidered? 

(c) Were there applications from the Judge’s own office for the 
head clerkship including from the officiating men? If .so, were the 
applications considered ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; (a) Yes: one 
post of head clerk and one {lost of st(*n(>graj)her. 

(/f) There was no suitable candidate among tlie Civil Ckmrt clerks . 
of thtf district. 

(c) In the case of the stenograjiher advertisements wen* i>ublished 
in the Statesman and the A7nnta Bazar Batrika. In the case of the 
head clerk notices inviting candidates were sent to all District Judges 
and Collectors of the Burdwau and Presidency Divisions. 

{d) Yes, but not among those who apjieared as candidates for the post. 
The cases of the clerks of the Howrah District Civil Courts wdio applied 
for the post were considered. 

fc) Yes, but not from the officiating men. The applications were 
considered. 

Nazir of Howrah District Judge’s Court. 

39. Mr. KHORSHED ALAM CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state if the Nazir of the District Judge and a Munsif’s Sheristadar in 
the district of Howrah attained the age of pension? 

(6) Have they got extensions of service? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANErIiEE: Yes. 

Kfian Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Does the Hon’ble Min^Ieter 
lemember that there was a decision of the Legislature that ho extensioK 
ehould be granted to Government servants? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: Yes' Sir, 
but due to emergency war conditions Government is granting certain 
extension in some deserving cases. 


Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, may 1 explain my<^upple> 
mentary question ? Tlie Ilon’ble Minisier has referred to the war 
emergency condition in regard to tlie executive officers. I think that 
does not apply to ministerial officers like the nazirs or sheristadars. 
So I ask wliat was the special reason for which these two officers were 
given extension? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I do not 
know what were the sp<»cial reasons. Recommendations were made by 
tlie distriiit authoriiies and Government accepted those recommenda- 
tions. With reference to the war conditions, I think w’ar conditions 
exist everywliere and the Judicial Officers do not enjoy immunity. 


Work Sircars. 

r 

40. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: {a'\ Will the Hox^ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that in reply to question No. 10, dated 
the Ist August, 1941, the Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Communi- 
cations and Works Department stated on the floor of this House that 
a scheme had been framed and was being examined for the betterment 
of the conditions of the service of the work sircars of the Communica- 
tions and Works Department for inclusion in the next Budget? 

(h) If the reply to part (a) be in tlie affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister now state if the examination of the scheme has been completed 
and if any final decision has been made? If not, why noi? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (a) Yes. 

(b) The scheme is still under examination of Government, and it is 
hoped that final orders will be passed at an eady date. 
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Adjournmeiit Motions. 

^ Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. Tno Chair ha^s received notices 
of three motions for adjournment. I shall take them one after another. 
The first stands in the name of Mr. Nur Ahmed and runs as follows: — - 

That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely, the repressive and 
oppressive policy of the (lovernment of llengal towards the Muslim 
League workers and Muslim students in various distia^'ts of Bengal 
priimipally, at Feni, Noakhali, Barisal, (hunilla and other places.” 

Mr. NUR AHMED S Sir, I have also sent in a short-notice ques- 
tion on the subjc<*t. It the Hon’ble Home Minister agrees to answer 
it at short notice, then 1 do not ])roj)ose to movt‘ this adjournment 
motion. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If he Wyants to put in a 

short-notice question, then 1 .shall ])e prapared to answ(*r it. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: T lu'ti I don’t proxs in.v motion, Sir, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next motion for adjournment stands in th© 
name of Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan whicli runs 
as follows : — 

“T^iat this Council do adjtjurn its business to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public imi)ortance, namely, sudden deterioration in 
the international situation as a result of which iMH)ple are scared, trad© 
is dislocated, daily commodities of life are scarce, prices are abnormal- 
ly high; and the failure of the (jovernment to defer provisions of the 
Sales Tax Act which has added misery and hardship of the mass.” 

The Chair takes it that the honourable member knows that adjourn- 
ment motions can only be moved on subjects for which the Ministers 
may be held to be responsible. Will he explain bow the Ministers 
are responsible for the International situation which ha.s brought about 
this depression in trade, etc,? 


Alhadj Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN: Sir, I do 
not want to impress on this Hou.se, much less upon the Government, 
tlie sudden deterioration in the International situation brought about 
by the fall of Singapore which was regarded as impregnable by three- 
fourths of the population of the world and this has brought India to 
the verge of 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. A notice oi adjournment will 
not entitle the honourable member to make a speech on it at this stage. 
For that purpose the honourable member may give due notice ♦of a 
resolution. I rule his motion out of order. <■ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ihird motion for adjournment stands in 
the name of Mr. Kainini Kumar Dutta, which is as follows: — 

“That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely, the conditions under which 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, m.l.a., is being detained in Trichinopoly Tail, 
are unsatisfactory, highly prejudicial to his health and incoi^patible 
witli his ordinary niodf* of life.” 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, may I point out 
that first of all, tlie honourable member should make out as to how 
the Provincial Government is responsible for this matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, so far as I have been able 
to ascertain from the facts leading to the detention of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose, it a])pears that by an order dated the 11th Dei'cmber, 
1941, the Governor of Bengal, in exercise of the powers conferred on 
him l)y clause {d) of sub-rule (?) and sub-rule (v). Rule 2G of the 
Defence of India Act, was pleased to direct that he sliould be detained 
in the Presidency Jail, (hilcutta, until further orders. But on the 18th 
December, 1941, another order was served on Mr. Bose at the instance 
of the Central Government under which they retained to thems’elves 
the ])ower of decision about the period of detenlion only; but the power 
of determining from time to time the place in which and the conditions 
under which Mr. Bose may be detained was delegated absolutely to the 
Pr 0 v i n ci al ( 1 overn men t . 

Further, it w^as definitely laid down in that order that those powers 
will be exercisable by the Provincial Government of Bengal. Mr. Bose 
is now being detained in the Trichinopoly Jail under the second order 
which may be split up into tw’o parts. One part relates to the period 
of detention which is entirely at the discretion of the Central Govern- 
ment. But as to the conditions under which Mr. Bose is to be detained 
and the place where he is to be detained, — this matter has been dele- 
gated to the Provincial Government of Bengal. Sir, it would ^Iso 
appear that under sub-clause (4) of section 2 of the Defence of India 
Act, the Central Government may by order direct that any power or 
duty which under sub-section (1) is conferred or imposed upon the 
Central Government shall in such circumstances and under such 



1942.] ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS. 47 

oonditions, if any,^ may be specified in the direction be exercised or 
discharged (a) by any officer or authority subordinate to the Central 
Government, or (/>) whether or not the power or duty relates to a 
i|^atter with respect to which a Provincial Legislature has power to 
make laws, by any Provincial Government or by any officer or authority 
subordinate to such Government, or (r) by any other authority. NAw, 
Sir, u»der rule 2G of the Defence of India Act, 1989, both the Central 
Government and the Provincial Government can pass an order of 
detention on anybody. In this particular case, the order of detention 
was passed by the Central Government. But the Central Government 
did delegate to the Bengal Provincial (iovernment its j>ower as to the 
conditimis under which Mr. Bose is to be detained and the place w^here 
he is to be detained, only retaining to themselves the power to determine 
the period of \such detention. The Central Government is quite com- 
petent to make such delegation under section 2, sub-clause (4) of the 
Defence of India Act. So, so far as tlie order is concerned, it is very 
clear that Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose has been detained under the orders 
of the Central Government. But the conditions of his detention and tlie 
place where he may be detained are to be decided by the Provincial 
Government by virtue of the powers delegated to them. So, it is clearly 
a matter which is within the jurisdiction of the Provincial Government 
of Bengal. My adjournment motion does not refer to the order of 
detention but it refers only to the conditions uiubu* which Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose is being detained. So, 1 submit tlmt my motion is 
absolutely in order. It is a matter which directly concerns tin* Pr(>vin- 
cial Government of Bengal and the Provincial Government alone. I 
may mention in this connection one tact. Vtu’v recently two Hon’ble 
Ministers had been to Trichino])oly to see Mr. Bose insidi* the jail. 
They 4iad an opportunity of studying the situation ])ersonally and of 
asceftaining the views of Mr. Bose in regard to the (‘onditions imj)osed 
on him. Certain information has reui*hed us which has really caused 
apprehension in the minds of the people of Bengal. I may bring this 
to the notice of the members of this lJou.se and after I state these facts, 
if the Hon’ble Ministers — especially the llon’ble Ministers who liad 
been to Tricbiiiopoly, — make a suitable re)>ly, I may not press my 
adjournment motion. Now, Sir, witli .\our permis.sion, I may very 
briefly state the facts. 

Sir, though the condition of life to wbicli Mr. Bose bad been 
accustomed and bis social status arc well-known to the Ministers and 
to the Government, the astounding information has come to us that 
Mr. Bose lias been sanctioned an allowance of 9 annas only for bis 
meals per day. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On a point of order. At 
present the only question to be considered is whether the adjournment 
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motion is to be admitted or not. If it is admitted, Certainly the details 
will be discussed. At this stage, discussion of the details will be 
absolutely unnecessary. t 

c 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The contention of the Hon’ble 
Hdme Minister is correct. But I thought that the Hon’ble Minister 
would not press the question about the jurisdiction of this House at 
this stage. The question about the vires of the Legislature has already 
been raised by Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad and a reply on that 
point has been given by Mr. Kamini Kumar Diitta. I have not given 
my ruling on the point, as I felt that it might not be necessary 
when Mr. Dutta expressed the view that if he got adequate relies to 
his queries, the adjournment motion might not be pressed by him. 
If, however, the Hoii’ble Home Minister desires me to give my ruling 
on the point of jurisdiction, he may argue the point. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am prepiired to reply to 
the questions that nmy be put by Mr. Dutta. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So, you may noAv briefly put your questions, 
Mr. Dutta. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: In a few’ w’ords, I may put my 
questions and after hearing the replies to them it may not be at all 
necessary for me to press the adjournment motion. First of all, I siud 
that the meagre allow^ance sanctioned is 9 annas per day for his meals. 
Now’, in order to augment that paltry allowance Mrs. S. C. Bose had 
remitted some amount of money in order to enable liim to procure the 
ordinary necessaries of life to maintain his health and that Amount 
under the rules was placed in deposit with the jail authorities tVere. 
But it is really a matter for regret that even in this respect restriction 
has been imposed as to the anunint that may be withdrawn from this 
deposit, with the result that Mr. Bose (‘aunot spend more than Rs. 10 
per month even from his ow’n private funds. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Rupees 10 during a w’hole months 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Yes, Sir. It is really beyond 
the comprehension of anybody as to why a gentleman of Mr. Bose’s 
position should not be given the liberty even to maintain his own life 
and that with the aid of his own money. Even ordinary convict- 
prisoners who are placed in class I are given the opportunity of 
augmenting the allowance sanctioned to them with their private funds. 
But Mr. Bose is not a convict; he is a Security prisoner. Now, another 
most strange thing is that Mr. Bose has been kept in solitary confine- 
ment, a mode of punishment which is very rarely enforced. 
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■ Mr. PRESIDshT: Order, order. The honourable member ehould 
frame his statement in the form of questions, so that he may get 
definite replies thereto. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I only wanted to bring to the 
notice of the Government that Mr. Bose has been kept in solitary 
confinement and that he is not allowed to talk with anybody else. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y our first question appeared to the Cliair to 
be : that Mr. Bose is allowed only annus a day for his subsistence 
and further that he cannot draw from his own money in deposit with 
the jail^authorities exceeding Rs. 10 a month. The third point is about 
his solitary confinement. Sirnihirly, you may put the other points also 
in the form of questions. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: The fourth is that he hod no 
cook until recently. I understami recently a cook was supplied to him 
but he does not know how to cook Bengali dishes. The result is that 
Mr. Bose has, of late, been suffering fiom an attack of dysentery. 

Then, there is the restriction imposed as to the number of letters 
received by him and letters written by him. It has been ordered that 
he c>an receive 4 letters per week and can write 2 per week and 
further 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are not these letters (‘ensored ^ 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Yes, Sir, all tlie letters he writes 
are censored but in spite of strict censorship there is a limitation imimsed 
upoif him as to the number of letters he receives and writes. Then, 
again, the climate there, is extremely hot for Inm to bear. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I am sorry to interrupt the 
honourable member. He has been allowed the concession to put 
questions and get answers thereto from Government. So, he is only 
to put definite questions. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, Mr. Bose had communicated 
his views to the Hon^ble Ministers w'ho recently met him in the 
Trichinopoly Jail that under the circumstances he had no other 
alternative but to go on hunger-strike. But I understand that on 
account of the persuasion of the Hon^ble Ministers, the idea of hunger- 
gtrike was deferred by Mr. Bose for the present. Then there is another 
matter — about his repatriation to a place nearer to Calcutta where his 
invalid wife might visit him without any risk to her own life. These 
are the matters. Sir, on which I want information. 
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Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, Ue thing remains 

unnoticed and it is that the Provincial Government has been delegated 
certain powers under which Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose’s place of detep.tion 
may be selected. , 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, the Chair was ready to give a ruling on 
that point and I wanted to hear the Home Minister on this poinh In 
the meantime there was a suggestion made by Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 
that if he gets a proper reply to his queries, he would not press the 
adjournment motion even if it is held to be in order. So, Mr. Dutta 
was allowed to put those questions. The Home Minister may* now 
argue tlie point raised about jurisdiction or answer the questions, if 
he so likes. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I wish to say a few 

words regarding the question of jurisdiction, or, in other words, the 
competency of this House to discuss a motion like the one now before 
the House. 

Sir, apart from the rules made under the Act, it is obvious that if 
any action is taken against any person, part of whicdi is under orders 
of the Central Government and part of which is under orders of 
the Provincial Government, I submit most respectfully that even in 
such c^ses it is beyond Ihe jurisdiction of this House inasmuch as some 
parls of the orders are within the jurisdiction of the Central Govern- 
ment. Now, in this piuticuLar case the facts really are that the present 
Bengal Government were not resiM)nsible for any orders that have been 
passed on Mr. Samt (Chandra Bose regarding his arrest and detention. 
It is true that in some cases the Central Government may delegate and 
d-oes delegate some of its powers to the Provincial Government.* That 
does not, however, mean that the inherent right of the Central Govern- 
ment to pass orders is entirely taken away. It means only this that 
while the Central Government can pass an order, it is also permissible 
to the Provincial GKivernment to piiss an order of that kind. 

In the case of Mr. Bose his order of detention was under the orders 
of the Government of India and this is admitted. And I can also tell 
the House that the order of removing him from Bengal to Madras was 
not made by the I^kviI Government at all. That also is a fact known 
to the House. Whoever may have made the order, it was not the Tx)cal 
Government. Therefore, I submit that neither for the original order 
of detention nor for the order for his removal from Bengal to Madras 
can this Government be held responsible, because the Local Govern- 
ment did not pass those orders. Now, Sir, after the order of removal 
from Calcutta to Madras was passed, — I came to know of this order only 
half an hour before Mr. Bose w’as actually removed from Calcutta, — 
we tried to have an interview with Mr. Bose in order to find out his 
wishes in certain particulars. After be w’as removed, the Council of 



1942.] ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS. 61 

♦ 

Ministers submitted a representation to the Central Gorernment 
pointing? out certain essential matters and the Central Government after 
consideration has sent us a reply on some points while saying that 
other points are still under their corisideiution. I may tell the House 
that two of my colleagues, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca and 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basil undertook a journe> to Trichinopoly where 
Mr. Bose is now detained, in order to find out from him exactly how 
he was feeling, what he wanted and what were the things which specially 
struck him as deserving of consideration by the Provincial Government. 
I may tell tlie House that in some ivs]U‘cls the Government of India 
have •modified their previous orders. The additional allow'ance of rupees 
ten per .mensem from liis owui funds tliat was originally fixed has been 
raised to rupees forty and some of us — 1 have not yet had an opportunity 
of discussing this matter w'ith my colleague in the Cabinet -feel that 
this is a matter on which w'e might again go up to tlje (hmtral Govern- 
ment for an increase of this portion of allowanci‘ to be received by 
Mr. Bose from his owui funds. As regards solitary confinement, the 
posititm is that he is there alone and except for ]>ersons who can go to 
him, it is not possible for him to associate with other persons. To that 
extent it may be said that he is in solitary confinement, but that is not 
the spirit of the order that has been passed against him. The (‘ook is 
inefficient and w’e are taking steps to bring liim hack and send a 
more serviceable cook. As regards his letters, namely, that h(‘ can 
write two and receive four, this is covered bv the piil regula lions and 
Mt is lor that reason that this lestriction has been ini}K>sed. As regards 
hi^ going on hunger-strike, I am glad to be able to tell the House that 
Mr. Bose has not expressed any desire of this kind. At any rale, there 
is no apprehension of liis going on hunger-strike. The inlerview 
belwet^i him and two of my c(dleagiies has been satisfactory, although 
mucfi more remains to be done. Hr. Bose is not dissat isfii*d wdth 
the manner in which we have tried to give him facilities in his 
confinement. As regards other matters, namely, repjitriation, I would 
ask my friend not to press the (juestion, because if I make a statement 
now’ it might prejudii^e the case. I can, how'ever, give him an 
as.surance that the Council of Ministers are all extremely anxious that 
the matter should be .settled in a manner which will allay public 
excitement and anxiety and also not put any difficulty either in the 
way of the Provincial Government or the Centml Government. 

I think, Sir, that we are entitled to the sympathy of the House in 
our efforts to draw the attention of the Central Government, the 
Provincial Government and every one concerned that Mr. Bose should 
be treated in a proper manner and that the period of his detention should 
be terminated as speedily as possible. I hope that in view of this 
assurance and in view of the fact that tw’o of our colleagues took a 
journey all the way to Madras in order to find out the actual position 
from first-hand enquiry, the House will appreciate that we are not 
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lacking in our effort to bring the period of Mr. Bose’s detention to ’a 
speedy termination. I hope in these circumstances, that the honour* 
able member will not press his motion. 

c 

Rai Sahib JATIHDRA MOHAN SEN: Sir, the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister has not said anything about the statement that Mr. Bo^e has 
been granted annas nine as dietary allowance. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, I am glad to 
have this opportunity of making the iX)sition clear, at least as much as 
possible within the limits of the Government of India Eules by which 
we were bound down in the matter of obtaining interview with Mr. Bose, 
It is well known that under the relevant rule it is not open to those 
who are granted interviews to make a statement in detail as to what 
took place in course ()£ the interview and what they have gathered from 
the interview. I hope the honourable members will realise my 
difficulty and the limits under which 1 am obliged to take part in the 
pro(‘eedingH to-day. At the same time, the honourable leader of the 
Congress Party who has tabled this adjournment motion knows that 
all the details of the information, and at least must of it, have been 
gatliered in consequence of the interview. 1 do not know what his 
source of information is, but I think his information is substantially 
correct. Now that the question has been raised by the honourable 
leader of the Congress Party, in order to clear up any misapprehension 
1 ought to make a statement although the rules would not ordinarily 
permit me to make any statement. Now' that a statement has been 
made on the other side, it is just as well, and it is probably better, 
that 1 should clear up any haziness. i 

It is quite true, Sir, that under the rules an allow'ance of annas 
nine per day for meals is provided. It is also true that he w'as allow'ed 
under the previous orders of the Government of India only Rs. 10 
per month to augment his dietary allowance from his private funds. 
But as the Hon’ble Chief Minister has made it quite clear, this Rs. 10 
has been substantially increased and he actually mentioned the figure. 
So far as the present arrangements for his meals are concerned, he is 
now on hospital diet. When subsetiuently I met the District Officer 
of Triehinopoly at a special function, I had occasion to raise that 
question and he assured me that during his last visit to the jail he 
ascertained that the food he was getting at that moment was hospital 
diet and it was not confined within the limit of annas nine per day. 

We also ascertained from Mr. Bose that he was on hospital diet 
because, as most of his friends know, he is a confirmed diabetic anTi 
it is by rigid application of diet regulations that he has been success- 
ful to a certain extent in keeping down his ailment. At the same time, 
it is quite clear that hospital diet cannot be obtained as a matter of 
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right. Only so long as such diet is prescribed by the medical autho- 
rities that it will be available to him. What he can get as a matter 
of right is 9 annas per day augmented \>y the further amount about 
\fhich we have just heard on the floor oi this House. Now I am not 
in a position to say whether this nine annas, plus Rs. 40 per month 
if it is spent upon augmentation of the diet allowance, will be adequate 
for his purpose. Those who are well acquainted with his status in 
life and of the amount that he would ordinarily require for his food 
per day can be in a better position to say whether this nine annas plus 
this one rupee and a few annas per day would be atiequate or not. 
Now, as regards the money which has been remitted by his family 
and which is now in deposit in jail, 1 am not in a position to say 
anything because Mr. Hose made very small com])laints about himself. 
In fact, his first statement w’as that “T do not worry about creature 
comforts” and w'hen later I had the opportunity of meeting one of 
the highest officials of the Madras Government, w^ho very kindly called 
upon me and discussed the matter, he said that Mr. Bose is a prisoner 
w^ho does not make a nuisance of himself. He is respectable every 
inch of him even as a prisoner and as such lie has not made any com- 
plaints with regard to his comforts. On the other hand, from what 
I gathered he was in extremely cordial relations with the Jail 
authorities who had the highest o])inion about his conduct. 

Now, as regards the (luestion of solitary i‘onfinem(‘nt the question 
has been raised in a form by the honourable member which carries 
some impression which should not be justified in this case. 
Undoubtedly, he is solitary there. Undoubtedly, he is lonely because 
there is not a soul, probably outside the jail staif with whom he can 
meet oji common ground, or exchange conversion. That is true. It 
certainly can be considered solitary detention. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Is he allowed to 
read newspapers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I do not know if 
there is any restriction on that score because he does get newsfnipers 
and he reads them and he made some references to the newspaper 
articles also in course of our conversation. 

Now, as regards the number of letters it is true that he can write 
two letters and can receive four and it is al.so true that a number of 
letters are still waiting in the jail office for delivery. Now, that was 
also a question about w^hich I discussed with the official whom I have 
referred. He has also one or two other petty inconveniences which he 
referred to and those are also matters upon which I had a discussion. 
I do not know whether the Madras Rules will provide for any improve- 
ment in the situation. If they do, then I hope and trust some 
improvement will be btought about. 
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Then, it is undoubtedly true that Trichinapoly is a hot place and 
it is getting warmer and warmer and in the interest of the health of a 
patient who had been suffering from diabetes for years past, 
Trichinapoly is certainly not a place where he should be confined. ’ 

Then there is another question which has been referred to, namely, 
the question of threatened hunger-strike. So far as our interview 
was concerned, he did not refer to any intention to go on hunger- 
strike, but at the same time, 1 must make it clear that the way in 
which his food arrangement is managed does not inspire any hope 
that he will continue to get good food or that he will continue to have 
charge of his own kitchen for some time to come. If he refuses to 
have charge of his own kitchen, 1 do not know what other arrangement 
can be made there. In any event, when we parted we were definitely 
of the opinion that he w’aa not going tr» take any hasty action which 
might jeopardise his health and will certainly give us time to deal 
with the matter. 

Now, as regards his repatriation to a better place either in Bengal 
or outside, as has been already stated by the Chief Minister, the present 
Cabinet of Bengal are not lacking in their efforts. They have already 
made a representation collectively to the Government of India and they 
have used whatever little influence they might have upon the individual 
Members of the Government of India for the purpose of pressing their 
representation for consideration. The latest reply that has come to 
their represen kition and which has just been referred to by the Cliief 
Minister, contains a clause, I understand, with regiard to Mr. Samt 
Chandra Bose’s family allowance; it also refers to certiiin amenities 
which have also been mentioned by the Chief Minister. So fai* as the 
question of his repatriation or transfer to a better place or a place 
nearer to Calcutta is concerned, even if there is no ray of hope forth- 
coming, yet we can assure the honourable members that the Council of 
Ministers will carry on their untiring efforts to secure his repatriation 
to Bengal. We are fullv alive to our difficulties. The difficulties are 
all the greater because Mr. Bose is a prisoner of the Government of India 
and we are handicapped by that fact. Had he been a prisoner of the 
Government of Bengal, we could improve things more quickly. But 
so far as the Government of Bengal is concerned, I might invite the 
honourable members’ attention to section 20 of the Government of 
India Act which provides that the Provincial Governments shall be 
bound to carry out any orders which the Government of India may 
promulgate and direct them to carry out. That provision is insisted 
upon because the Government of India have no agency of their own 
to carry out their own orders in the provinces excepting through the 
Provincial Governments themselves. That is the constitutional posi- 
tion which has enabled the Government of India to direct the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, not the Council of Ministers, ^because they did not 
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know till the last hour of his removal from Calcutta and this may 
be verified — to carry on their function in this province. This was done 
without the slightest reference to any Minister at all. It was by mere 
Sccident that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister came to know aljout the 
proposed removal of Mr. Bose only half an hour before the actual 
removal took place. The Chief Minister ran to the Alipore Jail and 
got himself in touch with the Secretary to the Governor who at once 
informed him that it was the Home Member of the Government of 
India with whom he should communicate; but the latter was not found 
over the ’phone when the time for departure of M^. Bose actually 
arrived. 

That, Sir, is the position with regard to the Government of Bengal. 
I am thankful for the opportunity w^hich has been given to me by 
this adjournment motion of making the position clear. We have 
attempted to bring about an improvement in the situation and we shall 
continue our efforts in that direction. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
lias said that the sooner the detention of Mr. Ikise is terminated, the 
better will it be for everybody concerned in Bengal, because we our- 
selves have no right to assume that he is guilty, unless so declared by a 
competent court and it is from that point of view that we shall continue 
our efforts for his release, repatriation and improvement of amenities 
in regard to his living. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, may I ask him one 

question 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. After the elaborate and windid 
statgment made by the Hon’ble the Home Minister and the Ilon’ble 
Mr. Basu, does Mr. Karaini Kumar Dutta still desire to press his motion 
for adjournment'' If so, then I shall be obliged to give my ruling 
on the point of jurisdiction. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I am very thankful for the 
statements that have come from the Hon’ble the (’hief Minister and 
Mr. Basu, and I should be more thankful if Hon’ble Mr. Basu will 
be pleased to answer two more questions by way of clarification. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. That can be done through a 
short-notice question. I have already given the honourable member 
sufficient latitude in view' of the strong feeling of the House in the 
platter; but that is not the ordinary procedure. I suggest that his 
object will be served equally w'ell by putting a short-notice question. 

Mr. LA LIT CHANDRA DA8: I have already tabled a short-notice 
question on the subject, Sir. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Will fliere be any difficulty in answering a 
sbort-notice question on this subject? (To the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister). 

< 

The Hon'bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir, there will not 
be any difficulty. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTAl In that case, I do not want to 
press my motion. 


Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under rule 6 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules, I nominate — 

(1) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(2) Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, 

(3) Mr. J. B. Ross, and 

(4) Maulaua Muhammad Akruni Khan, 

on the Panel of Chairmen for the current session. 


House Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under rule 122 of the Bengal Legislative 
Uouncil Procedure Rules, I nominate — 

The Deputy President (Chairman, ex-officio). 

Begum Hamid a Momin, 

Mr, T. B. Nimmo, 

Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

Rai Radhica Bhusan Roy Bahadur, 

Mr. Kanai Lai Goswami, and 
Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury, 

on the House Committee for the current session. 


Budget Estimates for the year 1942-43. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’bie Finance Minister will now 
present the Budget Estimates of the Government of Bengal for the 
year 1942-43. 
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. The Hon'ble Dr! 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, I rise to 
present to the Bengal Legislative Council the Budget Estimates for 
the ypar 1942-43. These estimates were presented to the Assembly 
yesterday, and in the statement which I made on that occasion, I 
reviewed in considerable detail the general financial position of the 
Province as well as the salient features of our Budget proposals for 
the coiping year. For the convenience of honourable members and in 
accordance with the practice copies of the statement will, with your 
permission, be made available to them. It will not be necessary for 
me in these circumstances to tax their patience by traversing the same 
grounds once again. I shall accordingly confine myself to a brief 
analysis of our budgetary prospects and provisions. 


It has fallen to me to present iny first Budget to this House at a 
time when swift and dramatic changes in the world situation tend t4) 
invest budgetary forecasts both of Revenue and of Expenditure with 
more than their customary element of uncertainty. The revenues of 
an agricultural province like Bengal are particuhirly sensitive to 
economic fluctuations. The world at large which supplies the export 
markets for our principal money crop — jute — is in constant change and 
disturbance. Transport facilities, already somewhat restricted, have 
shrunk further as a result of Japan’s entry into the War. Owing to 
this shrinkage, the shares and prospective shares of the Province in the 
jute export duty have considerably declined. The risk of over-produc- 
tion and accumulation of unwanted stock has been thereby intensified. 
As the House is aware, the e(onomic life of our Province depends largely 
upon the price of jute and any fluctuation in the price of this commodity 
is reflected in our receipts from liund Revenue, Registmtion, and 
Stamp^. Our foreoiists under the.se heads are Ixised on the assumption 
that the action which is being taken to stiibilise the price of jute will 
meet with a substantial measure of .success. 


On the expenditure ie we are no longer in that happy position in 
which Government was free to draw' up its programme of national 
reconstruction unhampered by the pressure of extraneous events. 
Twelve months ago, when the Budget for the current year was placed 
before the House, the late Finance Minister expressed the hope that, 
given the additional revenue for which the Legislature had been 
approached, Government would be able to embark on “an ever- 
increasing scale of expenditure on nation-building subjects.” With a 
growing realisation, however, of the dangers which threaten the civil 
population in the total w^ar which is now being waged, it soon became 
manifest that nation-building work must yield precedence to the task 
of preserving and protecting the nation from the effects of hostile 
activities, 

6 
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The principal danger to the civil population which arises from the 
ruthless methods of modern warfare is that from raids by hostile air- 
craft. This danger has been greatly enhanced in the case of Bengal 
by her proximity to the eastern theatre of war. The Constitution gives 
us no control or responsibility in regard to active defence against air 
raids such as the provision of anti-aircraft guns, searchlight batteries, 
and pursuit aircraft. But passive measures of protection fall largely 
within the provincial field. Thus, arrangements have to be made for 
medical assistance to casualties, the carrying on of essential services, 
the maintenance of food and water-supply and the putting out of fires 
caused by incendiary bombs. All these involve considerable expansion 
of the normal functions of Government, and expenditure far beyond the 
resources of the province is required for the purpose. There oould be 
no scope under these circumstances for expenditure on nation-building 
subjects which it was at one time hoped to finance with the proceeds 
of uew taxation. Indeed, it would have been impossible for us to take 
up the various measures of air raid precautions with the details of which 
honourtfible members must I think be already familiar, had it not been 
for a generous meiisure of assistance from the Centre. 

I need not take up the time of the House by a narration of the 
stages through which a settlement of the respective (juotas of the 
Centre and of this proviiuie was finally achieved. It will suffice if 1 
set forth the main i>()ints of the Agreement as finally concluded. 
Ac(^ordiug to this Agreement the allocation of expenditure on Civil 
Defence measures between the Centre and the Piocince will be as 
follows : — 

(1) The expenditure of each financial year will be treated 

separately. 

(2) The expenditure of each year will be divided into slabs. 

(d) Tlie first slab will be borne entirely by the Province. It will 
normally be fixed at ap})roximately 4 per cent, of the 
effective Provincial Revenue. 

(4) As a special case this wholly provincial slab, which amounts 

roughly to 50 lakhs for this Province, will be reduced to 25 
lakhs for the current year and 37 A lakhs for 1942-43. 

(5) The second slab will be one of 50 lakhs and will be shared 

equally between the Centre and the Province. 

(6) The third slab will also be of 50 lakhs and will be allocated 

between the Centre and the Province in the proportion of 
75 per cent, to 25 per cent. 

(7) In regard to expenditure about this point, only 12^ per cent. 

will be borne by the Province and the balance by the Centre. 
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(8) As it will not be possible for Bengal to meet its share of the 
pooled expenditure out of current revenues, the Centre will 
make interest-free advances, r^-lmyable over a period of five 
years. 

An idea of the financial asvsistance wdiich the Province is going to 
derive»fiom the Agreement will be obtained from the fact that 
although the estimated expenditure oil Civil l)efen(*e measures included 
in the Budget for the cxiining year is no less than 4 crores, the provin- 
cial share of this wdll not greatly exceed 1 crore. 

Le^ me now turn to the details of the Budget. 

It is’ estimated that the coming ymr will start with an opening 
Imlance of 1 crore and IT) lakhs. This, however, includes 1 crore and 
75 lakhs of borrowed money, out of which 1 (‘rore represents the 
proceeds of treasury hills, which it is estimated will have to be issued 
early in March next ; and 75 hikhs is an advance from .he Government 
of India in respect of the provincial share of Civil Defence expenditure 
in the current ye^ir. In point of faid, therefore, our effective opening 
baliince is a negative figure of (>() lakhs. 

The Tievenue lU^'eipts in the coming year have been plac^^d at 15 
crores and 70 lakhs, Be venue Expenditure at 10 crores and 75 Likhs. 
There is thus a deficit in Bevenue Account of 1 ciM)re and 5 lakhs. 

The closing bahince is estimated at 79 lakhs only. This, Uk), is 
built up w'ith lK)rrow'e<l money. Out of the advance of 75 lakhs from 
the (jovernment of India for financing the provincial sluire of Civil 
Defence expenditure in the current year one-fifty will be rejxiid in 
1942-4-1, leaving (JO lakhs of the kxin for future repayment. A further 
advance of 1 ciH)re and 25 lakhs will be required for the same purpose 
in the c'oming year. Tlie total amount of liorrowed money in our 
hands at the close of 1942-4d will thus be 1 crore and 85 laklis. This 
means that our effective closing balance is a negative figure of 1 crore 
and 0 lakhs. 

f)n the Beceipt side there are three items which appear to c>all for 
a few explanatory observations. The first of these relates to our 
receipts from the exjvort duty on jute. I have already referred in 
general terms to the decline under this head which is due to the 
restriction of transport facilities as a result of the War. The magnitude 
of this decline is indeed very considerable. In the hist pre-autonomy 
year when the provincial sluire of the export duty was only 50 per cent., 
our receipts amounted to a crore and 90 lakhs. As against this, our 
receipts in the coming year at the enhanced percentage of sixty-two 
and a half are estimated at a crore and 25 lakhs only. 

On the other hand there has been an unexpected improvement in 
our receipts from Income-tax which, on present information, are placed 
at a prore and 71 lakh^ in the coming year against 83 lakhs in 1940-41 
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and a crore and 45 lakhs in the current year. The rapid growth of 
revenue under this head is due to expansion of industrial activities as 
a result of the war. Welcome as the improvement is to us, it would 
have been doubly so had it come on a genuine current of industrial 
prosperity instead of being linked with the ravages of a destructive 
War. 

The last item of Receipt which cajls for individual mention is that 
from the proceeds of the three new taxation measures, namely, the 
Sales Tax, the Tax on Motor Spirit and the Raw Jute Sales Tax. It is 
estimated that with trade conditions more or less as they are at present 
the Sales Tax will bring in a crore in the coming year. T.he jyield 
from the Raw Jute Taxation is estimated at 37 lakhs and that from 
the Tax on Motor Spirit at 5 lakhs only. The total revenue from new 
taxation is thus expected to be a crore and 42 lakhs. 

On the Expenditure side, the Budget includes, as I have already 
stated, schemes of Civil Defence estimated to cost a little over 4 crores. 
Out of this the net expenditure debitable to provincial revenue is 1 
crore and 25 lakhs. Full details of the items of Civil Defence for 
which provision has been made have been set forth in the Red Book 
which has been circulated to honourtible members. It will be observed 
that about 2 crores will be required for payment to the personnel of 
various A. R. P. Services. The balance is accounted for by several 
other measures V such as the construction of shelters, the relief of 
persons rendered homeless by air attacks, fire-fighting organizations, 
rescue and demolition services, and increased hospital accommodation 
for air-raid casualties in vulnerable areas. 

It will be realised that the magnitude of this expenditure precludes 
the possibility of undertaking any large schemes of new expenditure 
under the other heads of the Budget. Provision has, however, been 
made for a few items of special importance and urgency among which 
the following deserve individual mention. 

The Education Budget includes an additional provision of 5 lakhs 
for the improvement of primary education over and above and provision 
in the current year’s Budget. A sum of one lakh and a half has been 
provided for replenishing the Scheduled Castes Education Fund. A 
lump provision of 1 lakh has been included for the promotion of 
communal harmony which is urgently necessary alike for the welfare 
of the Province and the successful prosecution of War efforts. Two 
lakhs have been provided for the establishment of a much-needed 
Home for Indian seamen in Calcutta. A provision of three lakhs and 
three quarters has been made in the Industries Budget for the purchase 
of quinine from outside. This step is necessary in order that adequate 
supplies may be available for the free distribution of quinine by the 
Public Health Department. The Loans Budget contains a provision 
of 2 lakhs for the scheme of removal of beggars ^from Calcutta; 7 .lakhs 
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for financing Land Mortgage Banks and 1 lakh for the excavation of 
tanl^s under the Bengal Tanks Improvement Act. There is also a 
social grant made for the Tubercuk)si^ Hospital at Jadavpur. 

Before I conclude, may I make some general observations. We have 
come into office at one of the most critical periods in the history of this 
country. We, belonging to different communities and political parties 
have agreed, in spite of the diff^ences that once separated us, to stand 
on a common platform for advancing the welfare of the great province 
to which we owe our deep allegiance. We felt greatly perturbe<l by 
reason of the communal bitterness that had spre^id its malign influence 
throughout the province during the last five years. We l)elieve 
genuinely that we can solve our national problems not by merely 
emphasising our differences but by frankly recognising their existeiu^#, 
seeing each other’s point of view in a spirit of symjmthetic under- 
standing and removing by our deeds and not words, the root causes of 
mutual distrust and suspicion. 

Preservation of internal peace and comnninal harmony is imperative 
at all times. It is more so at a criticiil period bke the present when 
we stand face to face before a war the like of which the world has not 
witnessed. So long as the present Ministry will be in office, it will 
be its honest endeavour to uphold a just and strong administration 
seeking to advance national prosperity by a proper and atlecpiate adjust- 
ment between apparently (onflicting claims and interests. To-diiy local 
disputes and differences must shrink into the Iwckgiound in the presence 
of the graver danger that threatens our very existence. All those who 
are anxious to see India attain tluit freedom which is her birth-right, 
maintaining her integrity in the fullest measure, must be asking them- 
selves *h()w best they can serve IndLa at this hour of our trial. The 
powers tluit we enjoy under the Constitution are limited in character 
and are ill-suited to meet the demands of the present situation. This 
province has, however, formulated schemes of Civil Defence, the success 
of which depends entirely cn popular support. There are other 
problems vitally affect iiig the economic stability and internal security 
of the province in a period of emergency which are already engaging 
the serious attention of Government. The Ministry confidently asks 
for the active sympathy and co-operation of all sections of the people, 
irrespective of race, community and political creed. It is not by means 
of Civil Defence alone that we can hope to save ourselves. That 
undaunted spirit of calmness and courage, maintained in spite of the 
heaviest odds, comes from a combination of both military and civil 
defence measures representing the best efforts of the nation. We have 
avery reason to believe the Bengalees can give a good account of 
themselves as members of an all-comprehensive national army involving 
the display of leadership and tact, of tenacity and bravery. If the call 
comes in the right spirit at this hour of peril, the response is bound to 
be worthy of the occasion. I confidently ask for active symjpathy and 
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support from this Houm, and I sincerely hope that the observations 
which members may make will abound in constructive suggestions 
indicating in a precise and definite manner their view-point, not only 
on the steps we have already taken but also on those that we should 
take so as to enable Bengal to play her part worthily and bravely in 
this hour of unprecedented crisis. 


Presentation of demands for excess expenditure in 1939-40. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE; Sir, T beg to 
present to the Bengal Legislative Council the demand in respect of 
expenditure incurred in excess of Grants and Appropriations in 1939- 
40. Excess expenditure occurred under three heads, namely, Registra- 
tion, Ports and Pilotage and Education. The matter has been 
considered by the Public Accounts Committee. Reasons of these 
excesses have been set forth fully in the Memorandum which will 
shortly be submitted. I need not take up the time of the House in 
giving further detail. 

Sir, T also- — 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; On a point of information. Sir. 
Sir, I want to know whether any member from this Council was taken 
on the Public Accounts Committee. I was not myself present when it 
was settled in the last session that a member of this Council should be 
present in tliat Committee. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. let the Finance Minister first 
present the Finance Accounts. 


Presentation of the Finance Accounts for 1940-41. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, in 
partial compliance with section 169 of the Government of India Act, I 
beg to present the Finance Accounts of 1940-41 and the Audit Report of 
1940-41. The Appropriation Accounts for 1940-41 and the Audit 
Report thereon is unfortunately not yet available. The Auditor- 
General has intimated that the certificate of audit of the amount of the 
transaction of Government of Bengal has not yet been received from 
the Home Auditor-General in England. So, it is not possible for me 
to present the report. The publication will, however, be laid before 
this House after it is received from the Auditor-General. 



194 ^.] 


ADJOURNMENT. 


63 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I may inform Mr. Dutta that the proper time 
for raising the objection about the Public Accounts Committee will be 
when the Hon’ble Fimince Minister would present the Appropriation 
Accounts. 

What about laying the amendments to the Bengal Motor Vehicles 
Rules ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AHT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 am sorry the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge is not present in the Chamber now. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Then I adjourn the House till 2-15 p.m. 
to-morrow, the 18th February. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Wevlnesday, the 18th 
February, 1942. 
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MiiiiberB absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
17th February, 1942: — 

(1) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(2) Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bose. 

(3) Mr. Narendra Chandra Datta. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(5) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad Ghaziul Huq. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(8) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(9) Dr. Radha Kumud Mocker jea. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(11) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(12) Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur. 


B. G. Pr«98-1941-42-l25.WA-750. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNdlL REBATES 

♦ 


First Session—No. 2. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Tx*gislBtive 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 18th February, 1942, at 2-15 
p.m., being the second day, of the' first Session, pursuant to 
section %2{2){a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon'hle Mr, Satyendra Chandra Mitua) was 
in the Chair. 

Welcome to Their Excellencies Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek and 
Madame Chiang Kai-Shek. 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur M. SBDUL KARIM: Mr. Presid^mt, 

the House is wel| aware that Their Kx(‘ellen(ics Marshal Chiang Kai- 
Shek and Madame (lirang Kai-Shek are in Calcutta to-day on their 
way back to the Far Fastern Asia. It is only meet and ]>roper that 
the Council sliould extend tlieir most cordial welcome to Their 
Excellencies on the occasion of their visit to this province. Accord- 
ingly, J move a resolution which I hope will be unanimpusly accepted 
by th^^ House. 

The resolution runs thus — 

This Council extends its most cordial welcome to Their Excellencies 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek and Madame Chiang Kai- 
Shek on the occasion of their visit to this Province, 

Sir, the Marshal is an outstanding personality in the modern world 
and it must be within the recollection of the students of International 
history that he put up a lone and sturdy fight against that ruthless 
nation, the Japanese. We know as a matter of fact that China is our 
ally in our war with Japan, Therefore, in view of our relation — I 
should say our pre-historic relations — with China, it is only meet and 
proper that every one of us should support a resolution like this. The 
Ifarshal is well-known to all and it is not necessary for me to recapi- 
tulate the services done by him to China and aLo towards the cause of 
freedom of the world from aggression. W'ith these words, I oommend 
my resolution to the acceptan«*e of the House. 

6 
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Khan Sahib ABDUL HAIMD CHOWDHURY: Sir, I fully 
associate myself with every word that has fallen from the lips of the 
Hon^ble Leader oY^thefiouse in moving the resolution under considera- 
tion. It is our ^eat delight and proud privilege to have this 
opportunity to extend our hearty and cordial welcome to Their 
Excellencies Madftme Chiahg Kai-Shek and the Generalissimo of China 
on this happy^, occasion- of their historic visit to this city or ours. 
Harbingers of faith and ambassador of Chinese culture and 

civilisation, we welcome them in ouj midst. » 

The history of China' dftripg the last decade is but the story of the 
manifold activities and outstanding services rendered ,by these two 
greatest leaders of thc^^Chine^ natipm His Exc^lency. the Generalis- 
simo has successf^jlly org^pispd, .the reshtance gf the free and brave 
Chinese nation to the rgjehtle$a, onslaughts of Japanese aj^gression. A 
true, di8ciple^.ol Dr. San *Yhi it^^is he who kept alight the torch 
of f^eciom againsf'.ti very powerful and well -prepared enemy. In all 
his acliievements — glorious and noble — tb^ personal contribution of 
Her Excellency is also very great Indeed. The noble Madame has been 
a living inspiration to the Chinese nation^nay, to the whole, world. 
We have read with delight and admiration how frequently the Lady 
hi^ apposed hereof to the great dangers of war by. accompanying her 
husband on his campaigns. » 

We are really proud of the great honour done to this city of ours by 
the august visit of the Marshal and his noble consort which, we hope, 
will strengthen our century-old bond of intellectual and cultural fellow- 
ship. Dur national poet Rabindra Nath was the first to raise his voice 
of protest against the criminal Japanese onslaught on the world’s most 
ancient civilisation and culture. The sincerest prayer of this noblest 
sage of India will iu»t, I hope, go in vain. Let us hope much will come 
out of this gracious and timely visit of Cliina’s leader. 

I think, Sir, I voic^ the feelings of the entire House when I say 
that every one of^us prays sincerely and fervently that this memorable 
visit will culminate in results to be recorded in golden letters in the 
future .bietory of world’s freedom and culture. With these words, 
Sir, I lend by whole-hearted support to the resolution moved so ably 
by the Hto’ble Leader of the House. 

Mr. MUMAYUN KABIR: Mr, President, Sir, I beg to associate 
myself with Jbe resolution which has been moved by the Hon’ble 
Leader of this House. It is a very critical moment in the history of 
the "world when Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek and Madame Chiang 
Kai-Shek visit this country and their visit has a special significance, 
not only in the present context of time where we find ourselves, but 
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also for this unfortunate country which we inhabit. For, General 
Chiang Kai-Shek and Madame Chiang Kai-Shek ai^d Chinese people 
have* during the course of the last five y^ars sfcown Vhat can be done 
Ijy a people — an aroused people — if there is tlie\consi‘iou8iibs8 of a 
resurgence of life, if^there is the realisation of the values for which 
they fight. I think it was Madame Chiang Kai-Shek who in a speech 
a fe^^^days ago stated that when China started her war some five years 
ago, the Chinese fought with bare hands and "bare That was all 

the armament that they could offer against the attack, ns recent history 
has demonstrated beyond the shadow of any doubt, of one of the most 
powerful nations of the world. Yet, Sir, in spite of the absence of 
ammunitions or weapons, in spite of tlie absence of adequate support 
from those nations which profess t<> fight for dwnoc'racy and frewlom, 
in spite of lack of effective help froin any other power, China almost 
single-handed opposed what history will perhaps recognise as the 
mightiest military power, in the world to-day. -Not only wa« China 
not helped, but in very many cases the instruments of wax ere 
supplied' to the aggressors by powers wbo realise their mistake too late 
to-day. Therefore, Sir^ the presence of the (leneral and Madame 
Chiang Kai-Shek to-day in India is an a^ignry of good so lar as this 
country is concerned, and I hope. Sir, an augury of ,^dod so far as the 
British and Indian relations also are concerned. There is no'dotiht 
to-day that Cliina and England are fighting side by side as Allies in a 
cause whose victory might very w’ell see th(‘ liberation of mankind. 
We are also hoping that this visit of the General and Madame ('hiang 
Kai-Shek will synchronise with a similar transformation in the rela- 
tions between India and England. So long w^e were reading of wars in 
newspapers but to-day this country has been faced witli the grim 
reality" of war. Our country also can fight, as I In* pcoj)le of China have 
fought for the last five years, if we have similar cause to uphold. We 
also can fight with that indomitable spirit which has enabled the 
Chinese people to resist the onslaughts of the migldiest military machine 
of the world. I have no doubt. Sir, that if to-day a free India becomes 
the ally of a free England and fights like an ally and not as an 
appendage of the Briti.sh Empire^ here also the invaders will meet with 
the same resistance that they have met in China and in Xtusein. 
Unfortunately, neither England nor India is free torday. One is 
burdened by the weight of its Empire while the f>ther is crushed down 
under political and economic bondage. That is why neither England 
nor India has fought as they can, and as Kussians and Chinese, and 
even the Americans are fighting to-day. We .shall halve to '^fight in 
any case if our country is invaded but we can fight with single-hearted 
devotion only as a free nation in this turning point of history. As one 
of the Ambassadors of Hope of the future of mankind, I would welcome 
on behalf of this House General Chiang Kai-Shek and Madame Chiang 
Kai-Shek to this country of t^urs. 
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Mfi KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, on my behalf and on behalf 
of the Congress Party in this House, I associate myself whole-heartedly 
with the resolution moved by the honourable Leader of the House 
extending a cordial welcome to Their Excellencies General Chiang Kai- 
Shek and Madame Chiang Kai Sbek on the occasion of their visit to this 
country. The relation between India and China had existed from 
very ancient time. This" is not the first time when visits have been 
exchanged between the representatives of Indian and Chinese culture 
and good-will. However, Sir, I need not dilate on this matter now. 

Sir, recent experienres of Russia and China have demonstrated the 
fact that a total war can be successfully resisted only when the people 
come to regard it as a, People’s war. Mercenary soldiers cannot resist 
a total war* It is only when a nation fights fcO’ its einstence as a free 
people that the enemy can look forward to a desperate resistance. 
This is the lesson we get from China. The august visit of Marshal 
Chiang Kai-Shek .to this ctmntry will not have been in vain if our 
British rulers would hear this great truth in mind and modify their 
policy accordingly. 

Mr. NUR ^AHMED: Mr. President, Sir, I wliole-heartedly 
associate myself with the resolution so ahly moved hy the honourable 
Leader of the House. Sir, a great man in history, nay, one of the 
greatest i>atriots of the world lias come to this liistoric city of Calcutta. 
China, witli whiidi India has got an ancient ndation, China, which is 
the cradle of ancient civilization, (’hina, whose relation with this un- 
fortunate country is very (dd and historic, the President of that great 
Republic lias come in our midst witli a message of ins}>iration wliich 
shows how a nation can he united under an able and inspired leader 
and saved from the ruthless oppre.ssion ol a deadly antagonist. 'When 
Japan, witliout formally declaring war invaded China, she was a 
disunited nation and this great man apjiealed to the civilized world for 
help and succour hut his ajipeal was ignored because all the powers 
which have now been condemning Japan were then practically 
supporting Japan’s aggression upon China. In that hour of her great 
danger, in that supreme moment of desjiair, this great man stood alone 
before the Chinese nation, and after a hard struggle of 5 years, what 
do we find? We find that a great China has come into being, and a 
great nation has sprung into life under the inspiration of this great 
leader and is fighting one of the most mighty enemies for over 5 years. 
This struggle on her part has inspired us with a hope for the future of 
this unfortunate country, for we are fighting now just as China did 
in the beginning as u disunited nation. We are disunited even when 
this country, specially Bengal, is nearing the great war; it is a great 
pity that we should still be disunited when the war is knocking at our 
very door. We most sincerely welcome this great hero whose bravery 
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has inspired the Chinese nation and has taug^ht the world the lesson of 
how a nation can fight single-handed, however great the odds may be 
against it. I feel myself to be very pron<T to welcome so great a man 
ifl our midst. With these few words, 1 whole-heartedly support the 
resolution moved by the honourable Leader of the House. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is a proud privilege of 
Bengal to welcome His Excellency Marshal Chiang Kai-Shek and 
Madame to our province. The Afarshal represents in himself the 
spirit. of liberty. At the present moment, Inditr along with the rest of 
the British Empire i^ engaged in a grim struggle. China has been 
fighting for her liberty .for the last five years and sha. has demonstrated 
successfully what a determined nution can do to protect her freedom. 
I hope tlie preseiKe of these honoured guests will inspire the different 
parties in India with the ‘<ame si>irit of unity as we find in China to-day 
and will inspire the British Government with a vrider vision so that 
they may agree to invest India with Ihe same power that has enabled 
China to defend her liberty, and we can stand together and fight 
together for a cause to which we are all wedded. With these words, 
I as.sociate myself whol(‘-lieartedIy with ihe resolution moved by ihe 
honourahle Leader of the House. 

Mfi J. Ba R088: Mr. President, Sir, on behalf of the European 
Party I desire to associate myself whole-heartiMlly wiih tlie resolution 
of welcome io Marshal Chiaiig Kai-Shek and his good wife to this 
province. 

M(.*PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: that this 
Council extends its most cordial welcome to Their Excellencies 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek and Madame Chiang Kai-Shek on the 
occasion of their visit to this province. 

(The resolution was agreed to.) 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Repairs to school buildings. 

24. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) if a deputation of the representatives of the District School 
Boards has waited upon him recently at Darjeeling; and 

(it) if the said deputation has urged the modification of the rules 
restricting eji>enditure on repair to the school buildings? 
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(b) If the answer to the above question be in the aflSrmative, will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the decision of the Government on 
the point urged by the deputationists? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim): (a) Yes. 

{h) The District School Boards have been allowed to spend up to 
2 per cent, of their income on repairs to buildings of primary schools. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if by two per cent, of the total income, he 
means the total allotment under the head “Civil Works^^ or the total 
income of the Board? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The total income 
of the Board. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon hie 

Minister be plea.W to state what moditicatidii of the previous Govern- 
ment order has been made by allowing this two i>er cent, to he s}>pnt 
on repairs? 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am not pre- 
pared to answer this (juestion just now^ and 1 ask for notice. 


Quarters for Sub- Registrars. 

25. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Dejiartment be pleased to 
state if there are any sul)-registry offices where there are no quarters 
for the Suh-Registrars or their .staff? 

(b) If the answer to the above (jiiestion be in the affii’tnative, w’ill the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of such sub-registry 
offices ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the views of the 
Government in the matter? 

The Hon'bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Yes. 

(h) The names are not readily available. The number of sub- 
registry offices where there are quarters is 32 out of the total number 
of 391 offices. 

(c) Government recognise the necessity to build quarters for Sub- 
Registrars. Lack of funds has been and still is^the difficulty. 
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Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID ChIdWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state who arranges for quarters of the Sub- 
Registrars and their staft* where there is 'lo Oovernmeut quarters and 
Who pays the house rent? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 have not been 
able to go through the papers yet and I ask for notice. 


Midnapore College. 

26. Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN (on behalf of Rai 
Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bose): (a) Will the Hon'hle Minister in 
charge of the Education Department he pleased to sta1t‘ what is the 
date on which the oj>inion of the l^gal Remembrancer regarding the 
Midnapore C\)llege was given, wherein he held that the college should 
be treated as a Government college and financed a(‘cordingly ? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay the opinion of the 
Legal Remembrancer on the Table of the House? 

(c) When do the (TOvernmen4 propose to give effect to the re(*om' 
mendations of the Legal ReTiiembrancer ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) 20th 
November, lOdO. 

(h) Tlie opinion of the Law Officer of Governim*nt is not usually 
made public. 

(c) The matter •'till awaits the final decision of (»overnmcnt. 

♦ 

A.C. and D.G. Systems of Electricity in Calcutta. 

27. Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN (on behalf of Raja 
Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur): Will tlic Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and Labour Dejiartmerit be plea.sed to state — 

(a) what is the area under the A.C. system of electric, energy in 

Calcutta ; 

(b) w'hat is the area under the A.C. system in the (’alrutta suburbs; 

(c) what is the area under the D.C. system in Calcutta; 

(d) what is the area under the D.C. system in the Calcutta 

suburbs ; 

•’ (e) what is the average expense per unit of the Calcutta Electric 
Supply Company for the A.C. current; 

(/) what is the average expense per unit of the company for the 
D.C. current^ 
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(g) what is the estimated cost that will be required if the A.C. 
system is to be converted into the D.C. system in the 
Bally gunge area, where the A.C. system exists; and 

(/t) what is the net income and also the net profit of the company 
in each of the years 1938, 1939 and 1940 ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: {a) to {d) The 

area in Calcutta and suburbs within the following boundaries is supplied 
with D.C. system of electric energy. The area supplied with electrical 
energy by the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation, Limited, outside 
this area are under A.C. system of supply: — 

Commencing at the east bank of the river Hooghly in the Baranagar 
district along north side of Koofighat Street to the junction of Victoria 
Road; east side of Victoria Road to the junction with Kashi Nath Dutta 
Street; along North side of Kashi Nath Dutta Street, east side Barrack- 
pore Trunk Road, Pran Krishna Mookerjee Road, New Canal Road, 
Canal East Road, Narkeldanga Road, Raja Rajendro Lai Mitter Road, 
Bahir Sura Road, Sura Ist Lane. Sura East Road, Rashmoni Bagan 
Road, crossing Beliaghata Canal, Kulia Tangra 3rd Lane, Chingri- 
ghata Lane, Tangra Road for a distance of 374 yards westwards from 
the junction with (Uiingrighata Lane, then proceeding southwards 
Gobra Road North, South Road Entally, Phulbagan Road, Hook Lane, 
Beniapukur Road, Crematorium Street, Jamnagar Road, Jhautala 
Road, Chainru Ostagar Lane, Nurulla Doctor’s Lane, Nazarali Lane. 
Ahiripukur 1st Lane, Ahiripukur Road, Ballygunge Store Road, 
through Bodyguard lanes, Ballygunge Circular Road, Hazra Road, 
Russa Road South, Eastern Bengal Railway Line, Diamond Harbour 
Road, Ekbalpore Lane, Bhukaylash South Road, then crossing' Boat 
Dock, East side of Docks Nos. 1 and 2, Tidal Basin to Hooghly River. 

Howrah . — Starting from West bank River Hooghly, Joya Bibi’s 
Lane, Chundalpara Lane, Hooghly Road (from Naskurpara Lane), 
Malle Panchghora, East Indian Railw^ay Line, Benares Road, Belgachia 
Road, Luckin Chakurbuty Lane, Kaulapokur Lane, Bantra Road, Kalli 
Chand Nondy Lane. Circular Road, Chowdrypara Lane, Brojo Nath 
Lahiry’s Lane, Baura Road, Circular Road, Curres Road, Dane Chake 
Lane, Government Botanical Gardens, Foreshore Road, River Hooghly. 

(r) and (/) Figures showing the average expense of supplying A.C. 
and D.C., respectively, are not maintained and it is not possible to 
calculate the expense from the statutory accounts of the Company. 

{g) The estimated cost to change the A.C. system in the Ballygunge 
area to D.C. cannot be furnished without considerable expense and 
labour wdiich it is considered desirable to avoid in the present 
emergency. 
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(h) The terms “net income” and “net profit” are not clear. 
Complete sets of accounts of the Corporation for 1938, 1939 and 1940 are 
however placed on the Librarj’' Table • for the information of the 
honourable member. 


Low wages of labourers. 

28. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the (Commerce and Labour Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(</) if he is aware that the prices of foodst lift's have gone up by more 
than 50 per cent, and those of clotlis by 75 per cent. ; 

(h) if he is aware that the wages of labourers (particularly of 
agricultural labourers) are not showing any signs of 
increase ; 

(c) if he is aware of the distressed condition of the labour popula- 

tion as a result of such high prices; and 

(d) if he proposes to take any steps to alleviate tbeir suft'eringsP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (//) Yes. the 
prices of both foodstuffs and clotlis have gone up, but so far as food- 
stuffs are concerned, the rise in prices is more than 50 per cent, only in 
respect of a few commodities. 

(h) I have no reliable information regarding the wages of agricul- 
tural labourers but so far as industrial labour is concerned, increase in 
basic wages or additional allowances in the shape of dearness allowances, 
etc. hhve been granted to workers in many important industrial under- 
takings and public utility concerns. 

(c) No. I do not think that the condition of industrial labour in 
general is really very distressing. 

(d) Vide reply to parts (6) and (c) above. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With 

reference to (//) will tlie Hon’ble Minister kindly stab* what has been 
the percentage of increase in respect of rice? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Kic^ or paddy? 
The difference between the rise in the price of rice and that of the rise 
in the price of paddy is not much comparatively. I think ric^ haa 
gone up, by what they call, the index figure of 122, that is to say, the 
increase in price is between 20 and 22 per cent. That is my present 
information. I am reviewing the whole question and it would be 
better if the honourable member will put this question again on some 
future occasion. 
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Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: WUl the 

Hon’ble Minister kindly also enquire in the moffusil as to the rate of 
wages of the agricultural labourers in that connection if I put a fresh 
question P « 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; I may enquire 
to that extent but my Department tells me that it would be a very 
difficult and protracted process. If the honourable member will insist 
on having that, I may make an attempt to get that figure also. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN ■ Are the rises in pricefi^ of the 
articles sold by the agriculturists and purchased by the agriculturists 
— I mean articles like cloth, etc. — in parity or is there a vast divergence 
between the two? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: My present 
information is that the pric^e.of rice has gone down and the price of 
cloth has gone up. 1 shall soon make a statement — an exhaustive 
statemeni — about the whole position of the prices of different 
commodities. 


Increase in price of daily necessaries. 

29. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department 
be pleased to state — * 

(a) if the Govenimenl is aware of the fact that the price of daily 
necessaries, particularly of rice and coal, has increased 100 
per cent, in this Province since June last; and 

(h) if so, what steps, if any, has the Government taken for 
lowering the price of these necessaries? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) The price 
of most of the necessaries of life has increased but the increase is seldom 
100 per cent. The average price of rice now is o3 per cent, higher than 
that on the 1st September, 1989: that is the basic price according to 
which we prepared our indexes; the price of coal rose more than 100 
per cent, but it has now <‘ome down. 

(b) The rise in prices is mostly due to economic causes over which 
Government have no control. Government are, however, taking all 
possible steps to check undue rise in prices. 
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Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: Is the Gov- 
ernment aware of the fact that there are different prices in coal markets 
over different parts of Calcutta. Somei^iiere the price k double than 
(hat of 6 months agoP 

Th* Hon'bte Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am not aware 
of that but I will make an enquiry on the line wsug'pfested. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be ])leased to indicate the directions in which steps are being 
takeh to control the jiricesy 

a 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 have a 
complete note subnnKed t(» nu‘, partl\ iioni the (tovernment of India 
and jiartly from the Hengal (ioverninent . Vnfortiinately, J am unable 
to-day to enlighten the lionourable membi*r on Ihe point, but 1 hope to 
be able to do that in future. 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: Will the Iloii’ble Minister be jileased lo 
state what the (jovernnient consider to be undue rise in )>rices and 
wlial actual step.^ art* being taken to cln*ck the sained 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The uhole tiling 
is under my consideration; it ha^ bt‘en jiarily done and theiiie is 
something remaining lo be considered. I hopt* to place the whole 
position before the House soon. 

M^lvi ABUL QUASEM: I am sorrN , Sir, tht‘ Hoirblc Minister 
has jiot answered my tiuestion. I ask, what, acconling to (ioverninent, 
is undue lise in prices. This is a vt‘ry grave matiei' ol public interest 
and 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (frder, tutler. Please put one tiuestion at a 
time so that you can get proper replies. 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: All right, Sir. W'hal (jovt*rnment 
considers to be undue rise in ])riees at the jiresent time? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Py undue rise 
in })rices we understand prices which are not justified by the existing 
condition. - 

lauivi ABUL QUASEM: Do the (ioverninent realise that the 
present conditions do not justify tliis rise!'' Do they know that those 
conditions which might justify this rise in prices do not exist now? 
Do they realise that, ^re they conscious of that? 
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TiM Hon’bl* Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: All sorts of 
conditions must be taken into consideration. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM; For instance? 

The Hon'hle Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: For instance, 
take the case of wheat. There is plenty of wheat in the Punjaf) hut 
the difficulty is the shortage of wagon. We cannot bring wheat from 
the Punjab and necessarily there i.s inflation in the price of wheat in 
Bengal. Here we have got only about a week’s consumption. This 
is one of the condition.^ which has brought about a rise in the price of 
wheat. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Then 

Mr. PRE8IDEHT: Well, that cannot be allowed in a supple- 
mentary question : you are now arguing your point which is not allowed 
under our rules. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Then I put another question. What is 
the actual ste]) in tlie <*onteinplatiou of (ioverninent to check this, what 
is <‘alled by (ioverninent an undue rise in pri(*esP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Taking all 
possible steps. This much I can say positively. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Then, is the mind of Government totally 
blank in this respect? ^ 

( 

(No reply.) 


Excise shops. 

41. Khan Bahih ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be 
pleased to state the number of excise shops of each class, district by 
district, and the numl>er of Taste Hindu, Scheduled Caste and Muslim 
vendors of each class of shops, district by district? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any circular has 
been issued by the ({overnment directing favourable consideration of 
the cases of candidates of the S<*heduled Castes in the matter of settle- 
ment of excise shops? 

(c) a the answer to the almve be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if similar direction has been given for the 
candidates coming from the Muslim community? If not, why not? 
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MINISTER in charge of the FORESTS and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Upondra Nath Bunnan): (a) The statistics 
would not prove to be of value commep -rurute with the labour involved 
in collection. 

(ij) and (<•) No special instructions have been issued to give favour- 
able ^oon.sideration exclusively to candidates of the Scheduled Castes 
but a general circular has been issued to give special consideration to 
the claims of all the minority communities when the representation of 
such communities in excise shops is disproiNirtionntely small. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what he means by the term “minority 
communities'’? Which are the minority communities in llengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: I am not quite 
definite about the implications of the circular which had been issued 
by the previous (government. M\ department has, however, taken it 
to mean the Scheduled (’astcs a> well a> the Mussulman (’ommunity 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Scheduled (^astes 
as well as the Muslims as a minority community? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN; My department 
has taken it in that light. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the llon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state on what basis he considers the Muslim 
commfinity as a minority community? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: Well, I huM 
already said that my department probably understood it in this way. 
In a district where the number of Muslim excise shops were dispro- 
portionately small, tho Muslims w^ere taken a^^ a minority community. 
That might be a reason, but I am not quite sure. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state if he is in a position to deny that the claims of 
the majority community in Bengal have been ignored in the matter 
of the settlement of excise shops? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: Does the 
honourable member refer to the past or to the present? 


Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Well, up till 
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The Hon'Me Mr. UPENORA NATH BURMAN; So far as the past 
is concerned , I may state this much that before the circular was 
issued, no consideration was paid to the point as to whether a shop 
was being leased out to a Hindu or to a Muhammadan or to any other 
community ; nor was any list kept, community by community, of the 
issue of licenses. Such lists are, however, being kept now. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: In view of this 
reply of the Hon’ble Minister, will he be pleased to state if he accepts 
responsibility for the circular or not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN; I am examining 
the question afresh. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state if he has come to reply to this question without 
knowing what he is replying to? 

(No reply.) 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Does the Hon’ble Minister mean 
that a list is being kept now under the present Ministry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN; Yes. Lists of 
new licenses that are being issued are being kept together with the 
name of the communities to which they are issued. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 should like to invoke 
the protection of the Chair in the matter of our right to put questions. 
In regard to this particular ([uestion, the Hon’ble Minister replies in 
(a) that “statistics would not prove to be of value commensurate with 
the labour involved in collection”. These very statistics were given 
in reply to one question of mine by the previous Minister and I think 
it will be found in the proceedings of the House. So, I would only 
point out that this sort of reply is nothing but evading the real poi?it. 
May we have a ruling on this point from the Chair? Putting of 
questions is really a valued privilege of the members of this House. 

I would, therefore, recjuest you. Sir, to give us a ruling on this point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The matter of putting questions is certainly a 
privilege of the House. But I am afraid the Chair is not in a 
position to direct what kind of reply Government should make. If the 
answers are unsatisfactory, in proper cases motions for the adjournment 
of the House or even motions of no-confidence against the Ministers 
concerned are allowed ; these are the well-known remedies that may 
be resorted to by the members of the House in extreme cases. 
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Excise officer in charge of a district. 

42. Khan Sahih ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
fton’ble Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be 
pleased to state what is the policy of the (joverninent in determining 
whetljer a Superintendent or an Inspector of Excise should. hold charge 
of a district? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) if it is a fact that Mymensingh is the biggest district in the 
Province ; 

{ii) if in the past a Su{)erintendent of Excise has all along been 
placed in charge of the same district ; and 

{Hi) if an Inspector of Excise has lately been put in charge of the 
said district? 

(c) If the answer to the above question he in the aftirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why an Inspector has been placed 
in charge of Excise administration of such a big district? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state — 

(i) what is the normal period for which a Superintendent or an 

Inspector is generally allowed to continue in the same 
station; and 

(ii) how long the present incumbent at Mymensingh is carrying on 
• there ? 

TM Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: (n) The disfrids 
whicfi are considered more important from the point of view of Excise 
administration are placed in charge of Supei in ten dents as far as |X)ssi- 
ble. But strict observ'ance of this poli(‘y has not been ])Ossible as the 
cadre of Superintendents now consists of 15 officers only and there is 
no leave reserve in that cadre. Government have recently de(‘ided to 
increase the cadre of Superintendents and alolish the jxists of Insiiectors- 
in-charge in order to do away with the anomalous system of placing 
some districts in charge of Superintendents and some in charge of 
I n spec tor s-in-charge . 

(h) (i) Yes. But there are some smaller districts which yield much 
higher excise revenue and in which more excise crimes are committed. 

(ii) Not always. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) (i) Not more than five years. 

(it) A little more than four years. 
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Kfian Safiib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if officers are occasionally transferred even 
within a shorter space of time than two years? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMANs If it is justified 
by reasons, such transfer is made. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if he was prepared to allow the benefit of 
the services of a Superintendent in a big district like Mymensingh in 
the near future in view of the fact that the present incumbent has 
already been there for the maximum period there? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: As has been 
stated in the printed reply — Government have recently decided to 
increase the cadre of Superintendents and abolish the posts of Inspectors- 
in-charge so that this difficulty would be solved. Inspectors-in-charge 
are going to be placed in the cadre of Superintendents. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Are all Inspectors 
going to be placed in the cadre of Superintendent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: Not all. 


Cinohona Factory. 

4S. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to state— 

(a) what is the total strength of the staff in the Cinchona Factory 

(except menials) ; 

(b) how many of them are Europeans, Anglo-Indians, Hindus, and 

Moslems ; 

(c) what is the pay drawn by each such officer ; 

(d) if any appointment is soon going to be made, or has recently 

been made; 

(e) if the appointment will go to a Hindu or a Moslem ; 

(J) if the appointment has been advertised; if so, in what paper; 
and 

(g) if not, why not? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: The answer is 


furnished below a^^aiiisi each clause : — 

(a) Gazetted officers ... 3 

Clerks ... 3 

Total ... 6 

(h) Europeans ... Nil 

Anglo-Indians ... Nil 

Hindus (including one hillmiiii) ... 4 

Muslims ... Nil 

Buddhists (hillinan) ... 2 


(c) One gazetted officer (IImkUi) lt.s.T40 (s(‘ale Ks.74() to Its. 1,100). 

One gazetted officer (Hindu), Its. 250 (scale Its. 150 to Its. GOO). 

One gazetted otiict*! (Tlliidu), Its. 200 (scale Ks.l50 to Its. GOO). 

One clerk (Hindu, liillinan), Its. 35 (fixed). 

One clerk (Buddhist, hillinan), Its.iSO (scale Ks.Oo to Us. 80). 

One clerk (Buddhist, hillinan). Us. 40 (s(*ale Us.B) to Its. GO). 

(d) An officer was appointed recently. 

(e) The post was not atlVcted by (’oininunal Itatio Uules. 

(/) Yes; it was adviutised in the daily issu(‘s of (I) Statesmanf (2) 
Arnritu Bazar Bafnka, (3) Star of India, (4) Ananda Bazar Batrika, 
(5) Az(ul and (G) If unlnslhan Standard. 

((f) Does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Tn reply to (piestion (d) the 
answer given is “An officer was appointed recently”. May we know 
whether the incuinbeT.i is a Hindu or a Muslim or a Buddhist H Was 
there any Muhaniinadan candidate? Did any Muhammadan <;andidate 
apply for this appointment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: May we know who made the 
appointment, whether it was made by the Public Service Commission 
or by the Excise Minister? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: It was no doubt 
filled up by the Ministry but the recommendations were made by the 
Public Service Commission. 

7 
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Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Then, why this department 
wan particularly chosen to have a bar aj^ainst the Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Mr, UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: There was nc 
bar. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: In that case, why have all 
the appointments pone to the Hindus and Huddhists and not a single 
to Muslims? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Arguments cannot be allowed in a question. 

4 

Mr, AMULYADHONE ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state wheiber there is any member of the Scheduled Castes in this 
departimmt and is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Communal 
Ratio Rules are not being followed by the different departments of this 
Government? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister can only answer for his 
own department. He cannot be expected to know the position in other 
departments. 

Mr, AMULYADHONE ROY: Is the llon’ble Minister aware that 
the (h)mmunal Ratio Rules, so far as the representation of the 
Scheduled ('astes is concerned, are not being followed? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: In which Department? Jn the Hon’ble 
Minister’s Forest and Excise Department? 

Mr, AMULYADHONE ROY: All right, Sir. In this department. 

The Hon’ble Mr, UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: Sir, the main 
question relates to the staff in the (hucliona Factory. Am I to answer 
a general question whether my department 


Mr, PRESIDENT: I rule that the ([uestion is out of order. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With 
reference to (e) the answer is “The post was not affected by Communal 
Ratio Rules”. May I know what was the nature of the post and why 
was it not affected by the Communal Ratio Rules? 

The Hon’ble Mr, UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: It is the 

Darjeeling District where the cinchona factory is situated and 
accordingly the provision of the Communal Ratio Rules does not apply 
to appointments made in the Darjeeling District. 
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Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Then ure we to take it that 
no Muslim should be given any appointment i;. the Darjeeling District P 

PRESIDENT: That is not ler his department to say. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Is there any Im. to the 

selection of Muhammadans for the.se ap])ointnientsy 

The Hon'ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BURMAN: > .. 

Suspension of business during Juma Prayer in the High Court. 
45. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Will 

til© Hon blc Minister in eliarf^e oi <}ie fludicin] ])e]>i)rini(‘ni In* pleased 
to state — 

{a) whether all the eouids subordinuh* io (’jilc iiUu High Court 
susp(*nd work lor Juinn ])niy(‘r tm l''ri(]ays, and whether 
the Hon’ble Judges of the Higli Courl ejirry on their work on 
Fridays as on other w’orking days witlnuit suspension for 
Jinn (I jnayers; and 

(h) if so, wliether tin* Hoirbl<‘ Minister will eoiisider the desiiability 
of drawing thf* jittention of the High Cnmt to this? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE, JUDICIAL and LEGIS- 
LATIVE DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath 

Banerjee): (a) (/) Yes, generally, to enabh* Muslim officers, ]deader8, 
litigants and w'itn(*sses to say their Junm prayers. 

{ii) The High Court regulates its own business. 

{h) Does not arise. 

(More than one nienilH*r including the (juestioner lose* up to put 
supplementary question. . > 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, ord(*r. 1 d{‘sii'e to obseive a definiii* 
procedure in the inatt(‘r of sup|deni(*ntai \ oue.^tions. Thi* (diair will 
give the (juestioner the firsi ojqiortunit y to put siipplennuHary 
questions. When he (‘xhau^tr, his supplenientari(‘s, I shall call others. 
Y^e.s, Khan Bahadur. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: No doubt 
the High Court regulates its own business but is it not the duty of the 
Government as trustee of the public to pm’nt out to tliem that in the 
interest of the public it is necessary iliaf some facilities should be 
given to Muslims to say their Jumwa Prayers? 
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The Hon’Me Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The matter 
is governed by section 22‘) of the Government of India Act, 19d5. It 
is also governed by section 30 of the High Courts Charter. The 
question whether the Government is a trustee of the public is a vei^y 
large politico-legal question. I am unable to answer that question. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is not possible, expedient and desirable for ibe Government 
of Bengal representing tbe people of Bengal to make a representation 
to tbe Higli, Court about the very strong feelings cberisbed by tbe 
Mussc'ilmans about tbe desirability of time being allowed for Jumina 
Prayer by tbe High Court? * 

The Hofi’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, my bonour- 
able friend bas asked me three questions. Tbe first is tbe (juestion of 
possibility. Now, Sir, tbe question of possibility is always governed by 
objective reality. Tbe second is tbe question of desirability. Tlie 
question of desirability is again cinumscribed by tbe legal diflii'ulty 
and tbe third is tbe (juestion of expediency which is alway a matter of 
opinion. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon'ble Minister ])lease slate 
whether the courts subordinate to the (bilcutta High Court susjiend 
their work for Jumvin Prayer on Friday under instruction issued by 
tbe Hon’ble High Court? ‘ 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 believe that 
is so. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether or not it is a fact that tbe Hon’ble Judges of tbe 
High Court of Calcutta carry on their work on Fridays as on other 
w’orking days without suspending work for Jumina Prayer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I believe 
that is so. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Having regard to tbe fact that tbe funds 
of the High Court are now provided by tbe Provincial Legislature and 
tbe Provincial Legislature has got vsome say in the matter of the 
business of tbe High Court, with your permission. Sir, I again ask, is 
it not possible, desirable or expedient to make a bumble representation 
to the Hon’ble High Court of Calcutta that a strong feeling is cherished 
by the Mussalmans and that tbe High Court should follow the 
instructions which they issue in the case of the subordinate courts 
about Jumma Prayer? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir. what- 

ever niy personal views may be, the question of petition and advice is 
not the concern of (fovernment but it undoubtedly a right of the 
subjects of the Crown. 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM; No( petition Init lepresc'iiliition. 

The Hon>ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Whatever 
it might be. 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: Arising oii< of flic Iasi answer given by 
ihc Iloi^’ble Minister wlio spoke just as a lawyer and not as a Minister 
to (joverninent 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ()rd(‘r, onhr. The hommrable member has 
r(‘jn'id(‘(l the last question, I allowed that !)ut there must bo a limit 
to this. The ('hair ^^ill not allow a regular c ross-examination in the 
form of supplemcMitary (|uestions. 


Tankir khal of Tangail. 

46. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY; Will the 
Hon’lile ^Minister in c harge of the (’ommunicaf ions and Works Depart- 
ment be jileased to state if it is a fact — 

(a) that there is a kJmJ locally known as Tankir klidl in Buhera- 
toil union under Kalihati jxdice-stat ion in Tangail sub- 
division of the Mymcnsingh district ; 
that the said khnJ passes through cxtc‘nsiv<‘ agricultural land 

• and im]»ortant marked plac'es such as Baheratcdl and 
Salgrampur ; 

(r) that th(‘ said khal serves the use ful purpose* of both communica- 
tion and irrigation ; 

(d) that the saie^ rJuif has Immti siltenl up re*sulting in serious 
deterioration in the ]>rodue*tion of crop from a vast field lying 
on eithe*r side of the khal \ and 

{e) if the answer to the above que\stion be in the affirmative, what 
action do the Government propose to take in this respect? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): {a) and (h) 

Yes. 

.• (c) The channel serves the purpo.se of communication during flood 
season. It also helps in flu.shing the land with silt-laden flood water. 

{d) The land which has been raised hy siltation and which does not 
go under water every year, lias ])robahly suffered in productivity to a 
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certain extent. But at the same time a larger area of hH land has been 
reclaimed which is producing good crop. 

(e) The matter is under consideration. 

C) 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that the re-excavation of 
the khal is necessary for sanitary as well as economic reasons ahd also 
for facilities of communication? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I may inform my 
friend that the whole problem of the re-excavation of khals and hih 
is now being considered by the (Government and T shall be in a position 
very soon to state befon* the House (xovern meat’s policy regarding 
re-excavation of khah and hiJii; at present the position is being 
examined. 

Flood in Kandi, 

47. khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: {a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) if there was any flood in Kandi subdivision of the district of 
. Murshidabad in the month of October, 1941; and 
(fV) if there was a similar flood in the same year as in 19f*19? 

(b) If the (Government have taken any step to remove the causes? 

(c) What are the causes according to the view of the local officers? 

{d) What is the extent of the damage to the paddy due to the flood? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: {a) Yes. 

(6) The matter is under investigation. 

(c) Excessive rainfall in the areas. 

{d) I have no information. 

Presentation of 8upplementary Estimates for 1941-42. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The Hon’ble Finance Minister will now 
present the Supplementary Estimates for 1941-42. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, I have 
the honour to present the Supplementary Estimates of Expenditure for 
the year 1941-42. About a year ago, when the Supplementary 
Estimates for 1940-41 were under consideration, this House asked for 
an assurance from the late Finance Minister that ‘‘Government would 
not, except in cases of emergency, enter into additional commitments 
until the sanction of the Legislature had been obtained, and that in 
cases of emergency commitments they would present the Supplementary 
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Estimates at the earliest opportunity afforded hy sessions of both Houses, 
summoning either House or both to sit rather than defer presentation”. 
That was the exact wording used by t!re members of the House on 
that occasion. An assurance was giv«*ii by the late Finance Minister 
that Government would not embark upon any large commitments 
without previously obtaining the sanction of the Legislature. This 
assuraflce unfortunately could not be implemented. It is nor for me 
here to justify that omission. 1 am well aware of the undesirability 
of allowing unsanctioned liabilities to accumulate till the very fag-end 
of the year. I can say that it will be my endeavour to see that this is 
not done in future. The Supplementary Estimate whic h is now being 
placed before the House covers a total expenditure of 2 crores and 
39 lakhs, out of which 2 lakhs and 75 thousand is “charged” and the 
balance is “voted”. 

The three main items which are resjamsihlt* for this large supple- 
mentary demand are Loans, amounting nearly to on(‘ crore, Extra-* 
ordinary Charges, and Famine. Owing to unexpected’ natural 
calamities like Hoods, and cyclones, there was widespread distress in 
many parts of the province and ccmsiderable additional c‘xpi‘nditure 
was involved in the relief of such distress. This accounts for the 
Supplementary Demand under “Famine”, I/oans to cultivators had 
also to be issued on an unusually large scale in view of the unfavour- 
able economic situation. This (‘Xplains the additional demand under 
“Ivoans and Advances”. 

By far the largest item of additional expenditure, however, 
amounting to 71 lakhs relates to emergency measures of (Hvil Defence. 
This represents only the provincial share of the total c*ost. The 
balance*of the expenditure involved in these measures of Civil Defence 
will, as the House is aware, be met by the (Centre in terms of the 
Agreement to which I made a referenc:e in my Statement yesterday 
afternoon. The salient features of our scheme of Civil Defenc’.e both 
in the current year anc’ in 194:^-43, have already been made known 
to the House and it will not be necessary for me to repeat the details 
here. 

' The demands under the remaining heads are comparatively small 
and the reasons for them have been fully set forth in the Memorandum 
now placed before the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House now stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. 
to-morrow. 


Ad|ouriment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Thursday, the .19th 

February, 1942. 
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Members Absent. 

The following mem'bers were absent from the ilieeting held on 
18th February, 1942 : — 

(1) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(2) Rai Bahadur M. N. Bose! 

(3) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury.- 

(4) Mr. Narendra Chandra Datta. 

(5) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(6) Mr. Kanai Lai Goswami. 

(7) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad Ghaziul Huq. 

( 9 ) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(10) Maulana Muhammad Akrain Khan. 

(11) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(12) Sir T. Lamb. 

(13) Mr. J. McFarlane. . 

(14) Dr. R. K. Mookerjee, 

(15) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(16) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(17) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(18) Raja Bahadur Bhupentlra Naravan Siuha. 


B. G. Preaft->1041-42— 12810A--750. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNQL DEBATES 


First Session— No. 


The CovNciL met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Builcfing, Calcutta, on Thursday^ the Hlth February, 1942, at 2-15 p.m., 
being tlfe third da) of the First Session, pursuant to section 92 (2) (a) 
of the (iovernment of India Act, 19 ^ 0 . 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. Satykndr.\ Chandka Mitha) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Abolition of Kalihoti oiroio. 

•44. Khan Sahib ABDUi HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Dej)artment be pleased to 
state — 

(a) if Kalihati circle under Tangail subdivision in the district of 

Mymensingh has been abblished and the area thereunder 
has been distributed between the two neiglibouring (drcles, 
viz., Tangail and Go])alpur; 

(b) if the (jovernmeiit are aware that the laid arrangement has 

caused great hardship to and put heavy preHt»;^re of duties 
on the Cir.-i * Officers of Tangail and Gopal]nir and (‘aused 
great irtconvenience to (he general pu])li(‘ including the 
Presidents and irieinbers of the union boards and Chairman 
and ^members of the debt settlement boards of the former 
Kalihati circle anfl that due to lack of supervision has caused 
deterioration in the proper administration of those boards; 
and 

(c) if the answer to the above Ajuestion be in the affirmative, 

whether the Government pTO])ose to \x)ntinue the ])resent 
arrangement or to revive the Kalihati circle in the near 
future? 


*Thi8 question renuiinetj^ unanswered during the Third Ssasiop of IMl. 


$ 
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MINISTER in charge of the HOME and PUBLICITY DEPART- 
MENTS (the Hon’hle Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (^/) Yes. 

(b) and (c) A proposal for revival of the Kalihati circle has been 
received by Government from the local officers and is now under 
consideration. 


Bengal Jail Industries Enquiry Committee. 

•1. Mr. NUR AHMEDs Will the Hon’ble Minister in (*harge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if it is a fact that the Bengal Jail Industries Encjuiry (Committee 

has submitted its final report very rec ently and that the same 
, is unanimous; 

(b) whether it is a fact that the said Enciuiry Committee have very 

strongly recommended the abolition of ghani>, and chakkis 
system in jails of this Province; 

(c) whether it is a fact that in the said rei)ort the members of the 

Committee have very strongly recommended that the convict 
should he trained in a way which will give him a chance to* 
become a useful member of society after release; 

{d) whether it is a fact that the report contains a spec'ial chapter 
on the development of Borstal institutions for the reclama- 
tions of juvenile delinquents; and 

(e) if the answers to parts {a) to {d^ be iii Die affirmative, whether 
the (jovernment pnqiose to accept those important recom- 
mendations; it not, why not? 

The HonWe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) to (d) Yes. 

{e) Under consideration. 


Communal harmony. 

2. Mr. NUR AHMED: («) Will the Hon’ hie Minister in charge 
of the Home 3>epartment be pleased to state if any action ha« been 
taken b>h the Government of Bengal on the resolution regarding “com- 
munal harmony^ ^ scheme moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed and unanimously 
adopted during the last August-SeptenBier session of the Bengal Legis- 
lative Cotincil? If not, why not? 


*From here begin Questions tabled for being answered for the First Session of 1942. 
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(h) Are the (Toveriiiiieiit aware that sebetnes regarding “mniniunal 
harmony*’ have l>een drawn np in the Pii»;jab and in the Province of 
Sind and a lakh of ru|>ees has been sar . oned in each of these provinces 
lit) carry out these schemes y 


(c) Do the Government pro|>ose to draw up any suitable scheme as 
suggested in the said resolution and ])rovide necessary funds for the 
same?' If not, why not? 


. The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A ^cheuic ff)r the restor.i- 
tion.aiid inaiiiltuiaiK'c of (‘onmiunal hannonv has been formulated and 
is being dniun up in coiiMiltation with local oHicers and after considera- 
tion of siTuilar M*henn‘s in other j)roviiices. A sum of Its. 1 lakh has 
been jirovided for in thi^; year’s bmlg(‘t for this ])ur|>ose. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the IJon'ble Minister he pleas(*d to give 
a brief outline of the scdieme prepare<l 1»> Government? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a very big scheme 
and it will be published as soon as it is completetl. » 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have leceived two notiies (tf motiotjs for 
adjournment oi the IIounc*. One is iroiu ^Ir. Nur Ahmed and tin* other 
is from Khan Hahadur Sai>od Muazzamtnidin llosstin. Tlie motion of 
which notice ha.> been received from Khan Hahadur Miiazzaniuddin 
Hosaie is out of order umler rule 100 of our Hules, because it was not 
receded three hours before tlie sitting of the House. Ibit as regards 
the other motion from Mr. Nur Ahmed, it has been received in time. 
The motiodi runs as follows — 

That this Gouncil do aojourn its business t(» discuss a definite 
matter of urgent ]»ul)lic importance, iiamel>, the most evasive and 
unsatisfactory rejd,\ given by the Hoirh]«‘ M inister-in-cliarge of 
Judicial l)ei)artnient to (Question No. do <d the December Session 
relating to the desirabiliU of drawing attention of the Jlon’ble 
Judges of the Galoulta High ( ourt lor tem}H)rarv susiamsion of business 
on every Friday in order to give facilities to the Musli?n litigants and 
lawyers to say their JtniKiJi prayers in congregation, put by Khan 
Hahadur Saiyed Mxiazzainuddin Hosain, in the Legislative! 

(’ouncil, held on 18fh February, 1942.,^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s On a point of Order, Sir. May 1 
draw your attention to rule iI7 of the Legisls^tive Council Procedure 
Rules? *‘A motion for an adjournment of the business of the Council 
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for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public import- 
ance may be made with the consent of the President.*' May I submit, 
Sir, that an unsatisfactory reply given by an Hon’ble Minister to a 
certain question cannot be considered a definite matter of urgent publk; 
importance for such a discussion ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why not. ? What is 3 'our argument ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It must be a definite matter of 
urgent public importance. The question and the alleged unsatisfactory 
answers given thereto, which form the subject-matter of this adj'ourn- 
ment motion, have not been put in this motion to enable us to ’find out 
in what way the answer was evasive and unsatisfactory, and then to 
make it admissible under rule 97. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: They may be referred to when the merits of 
the motion are discussed ; but at this stage, the Chair must be satisfied 
as to how the matter may be treated as “urgent”. You know’ that 
the word “urgent” is used in a technical sense in our rules relating 
to Adjournment Motions. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Yes, Sir. My humble submission is that this 
saying of Jwmah prayer is one of the obligatory duties imposed by the 
Islamic 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. That is a matter which you can 
discuss later if the m<»tion is held to be in order. You can argue in 
details and go into the merits of the motion, after it is placed for con- 
sideration. At this stage, the Chair is to decide if the motion is in 
order. My difficulty is: I do not still see how this can be considered 
“urgent”. 

t 

Mr. NUR AHMED: As regards “urgency”, this is a matter which 
affects the rights, the very valuable rights of the Muslims and if this 
sort of answer is published, it will create a great excitement in the 
minds of the Muslims. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou ma> easily raise this matter during the 
general discussion of the Budget or by w’ay of a short-notice question. 

1 remembei' that this question was raised once before at the time of 
the last Ministry. The Hon’ble Minister in his reply to this question 
on that occasion referred to section 223 of the (xovernment of India 
Act, l93o, which reads as follow’s: — 

“Subject to the provisions of this part of this Act, to the provisions 
of any Order in Council made under this or any other Act and to the 
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provisions of any Act of tlie appropriate I.eKislature enacteJ by virtue 
of powers conferred on that T^ejrislature bv ibis Act. the jurisdiction 
of and the law administered in. any 'istiiiir Hiffh Court nml tie 
respective powers oi the -ludges thei^.d in relation to the administra- 
tion of justice in the court, inchulii.fr an\ power to make rules ot court 
and to refrulate the sittings of the conn and of members thereot siitinp 
alone t.r in Division Courts, shall be the same as immed.atelv betore the 
coiniueiH‘tMiiPiit part HI of this A(“t. 


It is thus pvidpiit that the High (Vuirt alont* is ce. ii>eteut to make 
rules.on llie subjeet and that the Local (iovernment has no juri.sdictum 
in the lyatter. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, the (jue.stion was “Wliether the Ilnn’ble 
Minister will consider the desirability of drawing attention of tlie Ilijifh 
('oiirt to this”, and the answer ^»‘iven by the Hon'ble Minister in 4o(h) 
was “Does not arise”. He also replied: “The Hifrli Lonrt rejiulates its 
own business”. 1 am (|uite aware of section of the (lovcunnient of 
India Act wherein it is laid down that the Ili^h (’ourt has jL^ot the 
jiow^er to re^nilate its own business as rej^ards sittin^^, et(‘. Hut here 
the Government was re(|uested to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
High (’ourt to some grievance of the Muslim ( ommunity. 1 submit 
that that section does not bar any representation bein^ made to the 
Hon’ble Judj^es of tlie Hi^h Court rep’arding- any f’rievances held by any 
section (»f the j)eople. That section does not stand in the way of draw- 
ing the attention of the High Court to the grievances of the Muslim 
community to enable them to say their J umfih prayer on every Friday. 

f 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, 1 wish to make a few submissions 
regarding yesterday's answer of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Judicial Department. Our suggestion was that the (loverninent of 
Bengal may be pissed sini]/l> to make known to the Hon’ble High 
Court the strong Mu.Gim public feeling over this matter of the Junui 
prayer. Tt w’us far from our intention to ask the (bivernmenl to make 
any suggestion to the High Court or persuade the High Court to grant 
Muslims such facilities, as they desire: but the Hon’ble Minister did 
not agree to that. He only (juibble<I, gave evastve answers and he waR 
almost flippant and 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. It is no good using strong 
words. This is a game in which both sides can pla>. It is inconsi.stent 
with the dignity of the Hou.se of Elders to indulge in any intemperate 
or indecorous language. Further, .such language does not in any way 
help the hon'ble member in canvassing the opinion ot his opponents in 
debate. I only wanted to ascertain how' the matter referred to in the 
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motion could be treated as urgent and could come under the difinition 
of “urgency’* as contemplated in our rules, in the strict sense of the 
term. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, as the mutter is of 
great importance to the Muslim community, I beg your leave to make 
a short statement in order to explain the position. The question of 
granting facilities to Muslim lawyers, litigants, witnesses and others 
for saying their Junta and Johore prayers has been engaging the atten- 
tion of the community for a very long time. So far as the mofussil 
courts are concerned where the Government has got power to control the 
business, rules and regulations and circular orders have beem passed 
which have been (considered satisfacctory. As regards the High Court, I 
remember the question was raised some years ago and the matter was 
submitted to the Chief Justice who consulted the Muslim Judges of the 
High (h)urt. It was decided that two rooms should be set apart in the 
High Court to enable the Muslims to say their prayers — Johor and 
Junta, and it was also asccertained that it would do if the Juma prayer 
begin at 1-30 p.m. As is well-known, the High Court rises always at 
2 p.m. for lunch interval. Sir, that whenever any lawyer is engaged in 
a case which is likely to be taken up at the time when the Juma prayer 
is on, the Judges always accommodate the lawyer when permission is 
asked and the cases are pas^sed over. I am speaking from i)ersonal 
experience. I was in the High Court for a very long time and I hope 
I can claim that I had some amount of practice also as a lawyer. I felt 
no inconvenience in the matter of saying my prayers. The fact of the 
matter is that those who want to say their prayers can always do so, and 
I do not think that the rules which now prevail in the High Court are 
at all inconvenient. There is a dilference. Sir, between the sla^e of 
things in the mofussil courts and in the High Court. 

In the mofussil, parties attend in connection with cases; witnesses 
also attend and another very important class of beings, namely, 
tadhirdarsj also have to appear in the mofussal coiuts, in addition to 
the lawyers. But in the High Court all these other sections are elimi- 
nated and it is only the lawyers, barristers and pleaders, who make their 
appearance in connection with the cases. Litigants, parties or witnesses 
do not have to come to t,he High Court, so that in such cases the question 
of their saying the prayers does never arise. It is only the lawyers 
who are engaged in the cases who may want or request for a convenient 
rule to be laid down for enabling them to say their prayers. As I have 
said, if these law’yers make an application the cases in which they are 
engaged are generally passed over. But, nevertheless, since the question 
has been raised and a desire has been expressed by my friend Mr. Abul 
Quasem that it would be better if the Hon’ble Judicial Minister had 
agreed to take qp the matter again with the High Court, I can give him 
the assurance that we will do so. 
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Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Many <haiik.s. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I have t>:iven ccusiderable latitude to some 
honourable members to discuss this matter in (‘oiitraventiou of the 
ordinary procedure of Mie House relatiiif? to motions for adjournment; 
but in view of the strong: feeling of the Muslim members in this House 
on thi.f question, I thought it my duty to allow a little digression. But 
this should not be regarded as a precedent. 

As regards the main point, the rule relating to adjournment motions 
provides that in cases of emergency, the ordinary business of the House 
may fie interrupted. It is, therefore, obvious that this pro(‘edure should 
not b^ fesorted to except for dealing with an unforeseen emergency. 
The word “urgent” in the rule has been used in a technical sense and 
there are several rulings on this point to show how this rule has been 
construed in diifereiit cases. Now, if the (’hair is to allow every 
honourable member, who may feel dissatisfied with a reply to a question, 
to move a motion for adjournment of the House, the conduct of the 
normal business of the House would become impossible. But at the 
same time, the (’hair can easily conceive of cases where an emergency 
may arise due to unsatisfactory answers to a question, necessitating 
discussion on the floor of the House in connection therewith. Looking 
for precedents, I find that almost a similar matter croppped up in the 
Central Legislature where the President observed: — 

“It has been in the past the practice in this House to move the 
adjournment of the House on the unsatisfactory reply given by a Member 
of Government to a question. The Chair has now to decide whether, 
in the light of all the circumstances connected with the present case, 
the motion sought to l>e moved by the honourable member is in order. 
The ^’hair must say that the general line of argument adopted by the 
Honourable the Leader of the House in taking an objection to this motion 
is valid. There seems to be an impression in the minds of certain 
honourable members at any rate, that the mere fact that the answer to a 
question is unsatisfactory is in itself a sufficient ground to make a motion 
for adjournment on that point ipsa facto in order. The Chair should 
distinctly rule that by itself the answer to a question is not a suifficient 
ground for moving a motion for the adjournment of the House. In 
deciding the admissibility of such a motion, (he Chair has always to 
take into consideration the subject-matter with which the question is 
connected and, if the subject-matter itself is in violation of the liules and 
Standing Orders relating to the motion for adjournment, no manner of 
unsatisfactory answers would make such a motion in order.” 

I agree with the view expressed by the Honourable President of the 
Central Assembly. Here also the question arose out of a matter relat- 
ing to the High Court. Under section 22‘I of the Government of India 
Act the power of the Legislature and of the Provincial Government 
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is very muoli restricted. Now, the question was tabled by Khan 
Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain and supplementary questions 
were put by Maulvi Abul Quasem. Mr. Nur Ahmed seems to be dis- 
satisfied with the answers given by the Hon’ble Minister in charge. 
In these circumstances, and particularly when the honourable member 
will soon have an opportunity of raising this question during the 
general discusion on the Budget, I hold that this motion is out of •Order. 


Laying of the amendments to the Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940. 

i 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: I beg to lay on the Table 
the Amendments to the Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940. 


Disoussion of the Excess Expenditure, 1999^0. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY; Mr. President, 
Sir, when I rise to participate in the discussion of the excess expenditure 
as revealed in the supplementary estimate, I think, Sir, I should make 
it clear at the outset that it is not my object to offer any criticism. As 
a matter of fact, there is very little room for criticism in this Supple- 
mentary Estimate of expenditure, which has already been incurred. I 
shall only try to point out some items under different heads which do 
not seem to be fully explained in the memorandum appended thereto, 
and I shall be extremely grateful 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8HYAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: On a point of 
order, Sir. We are discussing today not the Supplementary Estimate, 
for which a separate day has been set apart; but today we are discussing 
‘‘Excess over Grants and Appropriations, for 1 939-40^ \ 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Sir, I have 
only one (observation to make with regard to the excess expendi- 
ture incurred (wer grants and appropriations for 1939-40. I find in the 
statement that there has been excess over the sanctioned allot- 
ment in three items at least. My idea always was that no 

officer of Government or department is permitted to incur any 

expenditure in excess of the sanctioned allotment. It seems to 

me something new that this excess expenditure could be actually 
incurred without the sanction of the Legislature. So, Sir, I 
would like this point to be made clear whether it is permissible to incur 
expenditure by any Government officer or department beyond the sanc- 
tioned allotment. If that is allowed once we do not know where we 
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will be landed, because once expenditure beyond the sanctioned allot- 
ment is actually made, it is very easy to justify it by the departmental 
officers. I only want to know wbetlier itris pennissble to incur expen- 
diture beyond the sanctioned allotment. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, the 
amoulit which the Hon’ble Finance Minister has demanded to meet the 
excess expenditure in 1939-40 is very small. The responsibility for 
incurring such expenditure in excess of the budgeted amount does not 
also attach to the present Ministry. Nor have I stood to speak on the 
grounds which necessitated this expenditure. But, Sir, one of the items 
of this ‘excess expenditure is connected with the working of section 
26 (c) of the Bengal Tenancy Act. I take this o])portunity to s])eak a few 
words about the relations between the zemindars and tenants today. 
As a result of the Tenancy Amendment Act of 1938, the zemindars were 
deprived of the Transfer Fee and in that way they losi an average 
annual income of nearl\ Ks. 40,0(1,000. We expected, Sir, that in 
return for the financial loss which (he zemindars had thus sustained and 
in return for the payment of the new Education Cess which had been 
imposed upon them, they would be assisted by (he (iovernment in every 
possible way in collecting their legitimate dues from the tenants. But 
so far the zemindars have been disappointed in this expectation. I 
hope, Sir, the present Ministry will do what is possible in creating the 
proper atmosphere and in taking the necessary and suitable steps by 
which alone collection of rent on a reasonable basis can be made. Many 
people look upon the problem of collecting rent from tenants with 
supreme indifference. But it is my hope, Sir, that tbe present Ministry 
will atj;ach as much importance to it as it really deserves. 

The Hon’hle Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERilEE: Sir, I do not 
think that much has been said which requires explanation from me. 
Of course, this item relates to 1939-40 for which obviously the present 
Ministry was not responsible. But I should say this in reference to 
the remarks which fell from my honourable friend to the lef( that the 
excess expenditure amounts to about Rs. 15,000 out of a budget of more 
than 15 crores of rupees and the circumstances under which such excess 
expenditure had to be incurred are stated in (he memoiandum which has 
been placed before the House. Obviously, excess expendi(ure should 
not be incurred. But, if there are unforeseen circumstances which 
make such excess expenditure to be imperative, then that is done and 
that is placed before both Houses of the Legislature. I believe that so 
far as public interests are concerned, sufficient safeguards are guaranteed 
by reason of the procedure wliich is laid down. As you know, Sir, only 
Es. 1,862 relate to voted grant and the balance relate to non- voted 
amounts which will have to be placed before His Excellency the 
Governor for his approval. 
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As regards the point which my friend Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy 
Chowdhury raised, well, that is a question which I, as the Finance 
Minister, cannot obvioiislj^ deal with. But when the general discussion 
of the Budget will take place, 1 am sure that question and many othel 
questions relating to several items of expenditure should be raised and 
then the jwints will be dealt with by the Ministers concerned. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN H08AIN: On a point 
•of information. I would like to know whether special allotments are 
not jnade for meeting unforeseen charges in every department and igider 
every head. There is some allotment for meeting unforeseen charges. 

Dr« 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEEs It is not an anticipatory 
charge. It is an unforeseen expenditure, a tdiarge which was not pro- 
vided for in the Budget and if we make a provision for meeting 
unforeseen expenditure allowing officers to spend as they like, then 
exactly a state of affairs will arise which my honourable friend himself 
would like to l>e avoided. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: There is 
provision in each department for meeting unforeseen charges. 

PRE8IDENT! But the question is whether any right is there 
to incur excess expenditure beyond the grants made, because it is 
doubted even from the constitutional standpoint. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: That queetion 
was raised actually but this is really post-mortem with a vengeance. 
This relates to the accounts of 19Jf9-40 and to-day in February, 1942, we 
cannot possibly ask for a supplementarv grant in relation to the Budget 
of 1989-40. 


PRE8IDENT5 Why? When they saw that there was going 
to be an excess, why they did not come to the Legislature and have a 
supplementary Budget— not now in 1942 — in the year 1940-41? 


The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: But as you see, 
this arises out of the Audit Report of 1940-41 . That this excess expen- 
diture did occur was not known before such audit. The items were 
really detected as a result of the audit which took place in 1941 and 
as soon as it was brought to the notice of the Government, according 
to the Financial Rules of Procedure, it has been placed before both 
Houses of the Legislature. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Does the 
Hon’ble Minister think that the officers incurring the expenditure did 
not themselves know whai will be requirechin the course of the .year? 

The Hon’ble Dr, 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE; Exactly so 

» • 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Then 

that is a very bad procedure no doubt. 


The Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas Amendment) Bill, 1941, as 
reported by the 8elect Committee. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The House will now take up the Bengal Cri- 
minal Law (Industrial Areas Ainendinent ) Bill, 1941, as reported by 
the Select Committee. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M, ABDUL KARIM; Sir, I move that 
the Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas Amendment) Bill, 1941, as 
reported by the Select ( ommittee, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT; Motion moved: that the Bengal Criminal Law 
(Industrial Areas Amendment) Bill, 1941, as reported by the Select 
Committee, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 rise to oppose the motion moved by the 
Hon ’bis Minister in charge of this Bill, because very wide* and drastic 
.powev have been given to the police officers to arrest people under any 
circumstances and for punishing the people summarily. When this 
Bill was first introduced, the then Home Minister admitted that he 
had introduced it with great diffidence and he also admitted that the 
Bill really sought to give very wide j)owers to the police f)fficers. The 
Bill says, among other things, “Any ])erson found, between sunset and 
sunrise armed with any dangerous or ofl'ensive instrument whatsoever, 
with intent to commit any criminal act, having his face covered or 
otherwise disguised, with intent to commit any olfence, disguised in 
any manner with intent to commit any criminal act, in any dwelling- 
house or other building whatsoever, without being able satisfactorily 
to account for his presence therein; or any person previously convicted 
of theft found between sunset and sunrise on board any vessel or boat, 
or lying or loitering in any bazar, street, yard, thoroughfare or other 
place who shall not give any satisfactory account of himself; or, any 
person having in his possession, without lawful excuse (the proof of 
which excuse shall be on such person) any implement of house-breaking: 
may be taken into custody by any police officer without a warrant, and 
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shall be liable, on summary conviction before a Magisirate, to imprison- 
ment, for a term which may exceed to three months.” If we go deeper 
into these provisions, we will find that it gives very wide power to tbe 
police officers and what is more the definition f)f a police officer has not 
been given in this Bill. Who is a police officer There is nothing at 
all in this Bill to show as to who is a police officer; a police officer may 
include an ordinary constable. A person may not always give satis- 
factory account of himself but should he be arrested and punished for 
thatP There is no definition of the term “house-breaking” implement 
in the Bill. Clause (o) also gives wide powers to the police officer. 
Clause (/i) says “Whoever has in his possession, or conveys in any 
manner, or offers for sale or pawn, anything which there is reason to 
believe to have been stolen or fraudulently obtained, shall, if he fails 
to account for such possession or such act to the satisfaction of the 
Magistrate, be liable to fine, etc.” 

This is also very wide and so wide that any person can be arrested 
and fined by the ordinary police. Sir, 1 thought that the Bill would 
be substantially improved in Select Committee hut T find that no sub- 
stantial improvement has been made there in the Bill. Therefore, I 
am surprised to find that a Government which (*alls itself a progressive 
Government has brought in such a retrograde measure in the shape of 
such a reactionary Bill. I am sure, Sir, that the name “Progressive 
Government” should not apply to an Administration that can bring in 
such a Bill. With these few words, I strongly oppose the Bill being 
taken into consideration. 

Khsn Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD S Sir, my honourable 
friend Mr. Nur Ahmed has raised some objections to the Bill.* No* 
doubt, to a certain extent, the provisions of the Bill are cnit of the ordi- 
nary and are somewhat outside the ordinary conception of offences in 
the Indian Penal Code. Still, the mischiefs which the Bill attempts to 
check being of an extraordinary character, the Bill has got to be also 
of an extraordinaiy character. Experience has shown that in industrial 
areas thefts? frequently take place. Thefts of copper wires, often in 
large quantities, and of engine parts and stores which are incapable of 
satisfactory identification hut which are obviously stolen properties — 
properties which a person is found to be in possession of, which he cannot 
satisfactorily explain, have got to he dealt with. In Asansol these 
offences are extremely frequent and large quantities of metals and other 
things are occasionally stolen and persons, obviously of no means whatso- 
ever, are frequently found in possession of such things under suspicious 
circumstances. The men are apprehended and sent up for trial but tbe 
case fails for want of strict identification of the stoden articles although 
there could not be any moral doubt that such things could never belong 
to the man, and although there could not be ary doubt whatever that 
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the offence had been committed by that man. It ia to deal with such 
extraordinary cases occurring* in industrial areas that this Bill has been 
conceived. The first point objected to ie that if a man, having a pre- 
vious conviction for theft, is found loitering about a factory and other 
industrial areas, cannet give any satisfactory explanation of himself, 
he may be arrested and may also be convicted. A man who has been 
previcmsly convicted must not loiter about a factory and, when challeng- 
ed, should at least be able to give a satisfactory account of his move- 
ments; these are sufficient .safeguards against indiscriminate arrests. 

Then, again, a man who is in possession of implements for house- 
breaking, may be arrested under this Bill. My honourable friend has 
objected to this provision also and has further complained tliat imple- 
ments of house-breaking have not been defined. I submit that there is 
danger in defining or rather over-defining certain things in the statute. 
Implements of house-breaking are more or less well-known and it 
should be left to the courts to decide wdiether, in individual cases, 
particular implements could be regarded as house-breaking implements. 
That should be made to dej)end upon the circumstances. The omission 
to define the im])lements of house-breaking, therefore, ought not to 
stand in the way at all. Persons in possession of house-breaking imple- 
ments without lawful excuse may be arrested and convicted. Then, 
again, a substantive offence has been created in clause d, sub-clause 
(i). If a person is in possession of articles and there is reason to 
believe that these are stolen or fraudulently obtained, then the man 
may be convicted with fine only c»n one condition, that he fails to 
account for such possession. 

The offences being of an extraordinary character, having developed 
out o| !he exigencies of modern civilization, we have got to check them 
by this extraordinary measure. 

I have had scmie personal experience of many such cases. Man> 
cases which are obviously true cases have had to end in acquittal on 
the ground that the things could not be strictly identified. The Bill 
deals with these extraordinary cases. The last point which my friend 
made is that the present (Tovernment which calls itself a progressive 
or popular (iovernment sliould not have undertaken such legislation. 
I may say, however, that tlie Bill was conceived by the late (iovernment 
and there were two or tiiree members in the Select Committee wlio 
belong to the party of my honourable friend. The Bill was conceived 
at a time w’hen the ])resent Ministry was not in being at all and there 
should not have been iiDj reference on that .score. I submit, Sir, that 
this Bill deals with certain offences of a restricted character in certain 
restri(‘ted areas. It would not apply to ordinary person in ordinary 
places. In the circum.staiices, there should not be any objection. It 
has passed through a Select Committee presided over by Sir Nazimuddin 
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and 111 ere were other experienced members ^here who supported the 
Bill. In the circumstanct's, 1 think the Bill should be passed as it is. 
It will deal with a real evil in a really eifective nl$niier. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the 
Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas Amendment) Bill, 1941, as 
reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration.' 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: For giving notices of amendments, I fix 
Monday noon, the 2*‘Ird February, 1942, so that the Bill may be taken 
up, clause by clause, on the 2Gth February, 1942. The House now 
stands adjourned till 2-lb p.m. to-morrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2 -Lj p m. on Frida}', the 20t3i 
February, 1942. 
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Members Absent. 

The followinfj- iiieinbeis were absent from the meeting: held on the 
i9th Febrnarv, 1942: — 

' e> 

(1) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

^2) Mr. Kader Baksli. 

(d) Ilai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(4) Mr. Haiiiidul Huq (’howdluirv. 

•(o) Mr. Nareudra (liandra Datta. 

(Gt Mr. Kaiiiiiii Ivuinar Dutta. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Muliainmad Ksniail. 

(8) Mr. K. W. N. Ferguson. 

(9) Mr. Mohained Hossain. 

(10) Khan Baliadur Syed Muhannnad Ghaziul Huq. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(12) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(13) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(14) Sir T. Lamb. 

(lo) Mr. J. MeFarlaiie. 

(IG) Dr. II. K. Mookerjee. 

(17) Klian Bahadur Kazi Abdur Kashid. 

(18) Dr. K, S. Bay. 

(lf>) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(5^0) Baja Bahadur Bhujiendra Nara.>an Sinha. 


B. G. Frees— 194M2--ft819A— 760. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session— No. 4, 


The Council met in the Legislative Cli amber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Friday, the 20th February, 1942, at 2-15 p.m., 
being th-e fourth day of the First Session, pursuant to section G2(^) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mu. Svtyendr.v Chandra Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 


General discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now take up the general discus- 
sion of the Budget. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 rise on a matter affecting the House 
before the general discussion of the Budget is taken up. Sir, we 
find that there are no (luestions to-day. I, therefore, wanted to raise 
this matter, a matter whicli has been raised also in the Lower House. 

1 understand from members of the Ijower House that in respect 
their aittendance in the Assembly each member will be given half a 
galloh of petrol per day of business. (Mr. Suisii Chandra Chakra- 
VERTi : But that is not a fact.) I was told so by certain members of 
the Assembly. If that is not a fact, the basis of my contention goes 
but in any case I would represent through you once more the difficulties 
which members are feeling in attending the sittings regularly. Very 
soon there will be set up Select Committees on Bills which also we will 
have to attend. Will you kindly take up this matter again, Sir? 
Will the Hon’ble Minister give us any assurance in this respect? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: It is now patent 
how dangerous sometimes it is for this House to refer to what had 
happened in the other House. Actually, Sir, no such decision has been 
taken about petrol. The Hon’ble the Speaker said that he had received 
information to the effect that in the Central Legislative Assembly such 
facilities have been arranged for by the Government of India. He has 
aent the file to me and has requested me to see if similar facilities can 
be given to members of the Legislature in Bengal. I can give this 
9 
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assurance to the House that if this facility is granted to the members 
of the Legislative Assembly, obviously the members of the Legislative 
Council will not be excluded. 

Mr. HUMAYUH KABIR: There is one other point to which I 
want to draw through you the attention of the Hon^ble Ministers. 
The general Budget discussions begin to-day. Unfortunately, T was 
under the impression that it was set for discussion of the Supplementary 
Budget. In any case, we have not had sufficient interval after the 
presentation of the Budget. It has usually been the practice to have 
a break of a few days before discussion of the Budget begins. As you 
know. Sir, we have no power of discussion with regard to the .detailed 
items of the Budget, whereas the Lower House has the opportunity of 
taking up each item and has much longer time to study the Budget. 
But, in view of the fact that this Budget presented by the Hon’ble 
Dr. Mookerjee is his first budget, it deserves careful attention and 
study by all members for, as he has indicated in his speech, though 
it has not been possible to make as many departures as he desires from 
the usual 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I shall call the honourable 
member, if he wants to speak, on Monday and not to-day. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. Not only I but many other members 
are feeling that difficulty. I was representing to you our difficulties 
after I had talked with many other members. We all feel that if 
we have an interval of two or three days before the general discussion 
is 'started, it will be convenient to all the members of the House. I 
would request you to kindly keep this in mind in fixing the agenda. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The honourable member has drawn the atten- 
tion of the Hon'ble Finance Minister to this fact and I hope he will 
consider it. As a matter of fact, these dates regarding the general 
discussion of the Budget are fixed by His Excellency the Governor in 
his individual judgment. So, there cannot be any criticism, but 
certainly the attention of His Excellency will be drawn to this difficulty 
in future. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, when I come to learn 
that Friday has been fixed as the first day for discussion of the 
Budget, I thought that there was some reason for departing from the 
usual procedure by which Friday is generally reserved for non-official 
business. So, we are really losing a daj" — a very valuable day — for 
such business, particularly in view <4 the fact that only very few day& 
are allotted for work of this Council. This is the first time that a 
member of the Council has to speak on the Budget on a Friday. 
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Now as regards the Budget itself, I find that discussion of the 
Budget in this House specially has been handicapped by several 
circumstances. In the first place, the Budget that has been presented 
before us this year ciiniiot be described as the work of the present 
Government in a veiy» material sense, as the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
has himself made it qiiite clear. There was a change-over in adminis- 
tratifm in mid-stream, and therefore this Budget is really the child of 
the old Government which has expired, so that there is hardly any 
responsibility to be fixed upon the new Government. Generally, we take 
advantage of these occasions for Budget discussions to comment upon 
the policy of the Government whose true colours are reflected in the 
Budget# that they present before the House. In fact, the Budget really 
is the standard by which the policy of a Government is to be judged ; 
but unfortunately in the peculiar circumstances of the political situa- 
tion in which we are placed today we are unable to fix its responsibility 
upon any Government. The second handicap under which we in the 
Council are labouring is due to the Constitution itself. For, after all, 
we depend upon the courtesy of the Hon^ble the Finance Minister for 
taking any note of the observations that we may make here on his 
Budget proposals. We are not at all taken inio confidence in regard to 
the schemes by which a Budget is framed. Some time back, I had the 
honour of moving a point of order on this very subject that unless the 
Legislative Council is given an independent place on the Public 
Accounts Committee, the C'ouncil cannot really perform its proper 
function, because the members of this Council are not at all conversant 
with the many derails of the Budget appropriations that are made. 
Last time, the Finance Minister of the Government that has expired 
was pleased to admit the legitimacy of the plea that was advanced, 
but I •believe that remained only a pious hope and it was not given 
effect, to, with the result that this House as such has been denied its 
proper right to have previous discussions on the various schemes of 
expenditure shown in the Budget proposals. The Public Accounts 
Committee is the only place where various details of budgetary pro- 
posals can be properly threshed out, the only place where the general 
financial administration of the province can be discussed. In other 
places, the discussion tends to be merely academic. 

Then as regards the Budget as a whole, it is impossible for 
members of the Council to quarrel with the appropriations and the 
details shown in tKe Budget. For, after all, a Budget is bound up 
with a system and policy under which it has been framed. 

Now, Sir, it is not possible for us to enter into the policy and the 
system underlying the Budget. It is not at all right for us at this 
stage to upset the scheme by which the various details have been 
worked out and fitted into the Budget. All that we can do is to 
indulge in certain general observations as regards the policy and plan 
under which a Budget should be framed or rather the general scheme 
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which should inspire a well-considered Budget for the province. With 
these few prefatory remarks, I should like to be just as useful as I can 
be, handicapped as we are by the circumstances to which I have 
referred, — in still making certain suggestions about alterations in the 
Budget. * 

First of all, I want to stress the rise in the figures of revenue. 
This rise in itself may be a matter upon which the Province i?£iight 
congratulate itself, though a part of this rise in revenue is due to 
certain measures of taxation against which some of the members of 
the present Government raised their strongest protest in their time 
as members of Opposition. However, the present Government is only 
an heir to the old traditions and cannot be blamed for this. find 

that the revenue for 1942-43 lias been estimated in the Budget at 16 
ciores and the Budget for 1941-42 was lower by about 40 or 41 lakhs, 
whereas the revenue for 1940-41 was much lower. The fact is that 
the estimates of receipt for 1942-43 are better by about 41 lakhs than 
the Budget Estimate for the year 1941-42. Then, if we take the 
Budget for 1940-41, the increase in revenue is to the tune of over two 
crores. 1 agree that with this proportionate rise in the provincial 
revenue there has been a corresponding rise in certain items of expendi- 
ture, rise in the present year 1942-43 by alxiut 43 lakhs over the 
expenditure for the year 1941-42, and as regards 1940-41, it is higher 
by a figure of over 2 crores. Now, Sir, the question is: how this 
increase in revenue is appropriated for the purposes of the Province — 
whether there is any policy behind these appiopriations. So far as 
the present year’s Budget is concerned, the Finance Minfster takes 
shelter under the emergent conditions created by the War and 
that means that he has appropriated from revenue a vast sum of 
<;>ne crore and 25 lakhs, although he lias been kind enough to }4how a 
deficit of a heavy amount, viz., one crore and five lakhs, which m’eans 
that he has really taken 20 lakhs out of the budgetary surplus for the 
so-called Civil Defence. Now, Sir, the point that I raise is : whether 
there is any policy behind this aiipropriation of one crore 25 lakhs 
from the general revenue. I do not know whether it is open to a 
member of the Provincial Legislature to raise Imperial questions 
regarding the War and Defence measures. The Finance Minister says 
that this is a nation-saving Budget. But I should have preferred the 
expression “National Defence Budget’ ^ It is not a question of 
Saving but it is a question of Defence. Now^ I «want to know how 
this sum of one crore 25 lakhs has been spent — whether this has been 
spent mainly for the so-called A. R. P. measures for the protection of 
Calcutta and its citizens. If so, what about the whole Province of 
Bengal of which Calcutta is only a yery insignificant jxirtion? 
Besides, when w^e remember that Calcutta is now being denuded of its 
population to a very large extent, when the evacuees are taking re- 
course to life in mofussil areas in their lakhs, the question is : whether 
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th^se evacuees will be given the benefit of this extraordinary appropria- 
tion of revenue to* what is called a Defence Measure. There are many 
problems which will face those poor pe^^ple who have migrated from 
Calcutta into their native homes in the villages. Has the Government 
considered to what extent these exacuees may be helped in obtaining 
their livelihood under conditions to which they are not used? They 
have*been uprooted from their old moorings to wliich they were 
accustomed. To what extent should they be helped against the dis- 
advantages they will suffer in their new homes by the so-called scheme 
of National Defence or Saving? These are mere queries. Perhaps, 
Government may have given adeciuate attention to these aspects of the 
case. *My point is that the (]uestion of Civil Defence should 1)6 
considered in all its aspects and hearing's and also as a matter which' 
affects the province as a whcde and not merely one particular city. 
The urban interest is considered to he more important than the vast 
village interest which goes by default. I do hope that there will he a 
balance effected between the defence of the population in ])laces like 
Calcutta and also the defence of the po])ulution who have been forced 
to evacuate to places outside and who are faced with inci'eased diffi- 
culty in obtaining their means of livelih<M)d. 

Coming now to the so-called defence measures — what are the de/ence 
measures amounting to? Kveji as regards these so-called schemes of 
national defence, u hich are called A. D. P. measures, I should think, 
— of course, T am not a military expert atid 1 am not competent to give 
my opinion on matters military, — 1 should think there are other courses 
which should he adopted and which will effect a real defence against 
enemy attack. It should not be coiiteinplated that the people should 
only f)assively wait to be attacked. The question is, whether there 
are ♦enough anti-air-craft guns and other weai>ons whereby attac'ks 
could be made nugatory and protection made more effective. Laymen 
believe that too much of fuss is being created concerning nocternal 
black-out. But supposing there is an air-attack oji the city in broad 
day-light, what kind of ])rotective measures are available to us? So, 
why should one wait for night attack only, when the enemy knows that 
against day-light attack there is hardly any defensive measure? Thus, 
Sir, what is the use of these black-out measures? Rather we should 
keep burning the flame of freedom against the black-out of barbarism. 
There should he some constructive measures 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; The black-out 
system is 'intended to fight against the enemy l>arbarisni. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: If you make night-attack 
difficult, the enemy will ea.«ily turn to day-attack. Then, Sir, we find 
that so far as Calcutta is concerned, the plan of defence is not at all 
enough. Much of tl^e money is being spent on things like stirrup 
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pmnps^ respirators, gas masks, eye-shades, etc. Wkat a poor equip- 
ment for protection! The people are being armed with these only, 
when there are other things by which they should be protected. 

€ 

Now, Sir, I come to the main point. Supposing, the increased 
revenue receipt is set apart for this emergent expenditure due to war, 
how is the balance of revenues to be spent? Even allowing fof war 
measures, the Government has to explain how the normal revenues are 
really spent, under what i>olicy, under what scheme of national wel- 
fare they have appropriated this huge increase of revenue since 1940-41. 
So far as the budget which is before us is concerned, we find that there 
have been certain increases on what may be described very faiirtly and 
indirectly as ^‘Nation -building Departments”, though some of the 
items hardly merit this description. Now, “General Administration” 
has again come in for a sliare of increased grant even in the midst of 
these difficult conditions to the extent of Rs. 1,76,000. ^‘Debt 
Conciliation”, which is part of Nation-building schemes, deservedly 
gets about Rs. 3,50,000. But this benefit is offset by an extraordinary 
expenditure found to be necessary on elails and very prolxibly if the 
number of prisoners under the Defence of India Rules is to go on 
increasing, then probably there might be further justification for more 
expenditure on Jails. That is a kind of protection no doubt for the 
country, that is, protection of the people against lawlessness. Then, 
thanks to the well-known educational bias of the present Finance 
Minister, I must congratulate him on finding a vsum of over Rs. G lakhs 
to be spent on “Education”. But even if he makes this addition to 
the Education Budget of the piovince, he will have himself to acknow- 
ledge that after all the Police Budget is still far higher than the Edu- 
cation Budget of the province. I hope that when he is more %rmly 
on his saddle and for a longer time, he will be able to have a definite 
policy whereby the percentage of expenditure on a particular item to 
the total revenue should *be fixed on the basis of some kind of national 
policy. No country in the world will allow its Police Budget to be 
higher than the Education Budget. 

Now, as regards Public Health there is a laudable increase but the 
increase is not enough; only Rs. 5,50,000 including a much-needed 
sum which is to be spent on the extension of cinchona cultivation. 
But that is almost a commercial department of Government, because 
the cinchona factory of Government at Mungpoo is practically catering 
for the needs of the whole of India. So this expenditure probably will 
be more profitable. Now, my point is: that you have got this 
increase of revenue mainly for a very peculiar circumstance by which 
the Legislature was committed, I mean the new measures for taxation 
against which we of this House and the other House were always pro- 
testing very vehemently. But we reconciled ourselves to these new 
^xation measures only on the assumnce that the ^proceeds of such new 
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taxation will be solely appropriated, solely ear-marked for the pressing 
needs of certain Nation-building Departments. Now, what is the 
picture that we get in the countryside? Well, there, the millions are 
iA the same condition as before. There is no change so far as the 
masses are concerned, t’here may be a change at the top; there may 
be a change of Ghovernment but, as in the words of Tennyson’s Brook, 
^‘Men^may come and men may go, but I go on for ever”, the poor 
toiling tillers of the soil, they go on in their dismal course of life 
without any ray of hope. Now, what is i1 ihai we find in the villages? 
The same phenomena, namely, that the agriculturist is without work 
for more than half the year; that his average income is about B annas 
a day ; His expectation of life is only 25 years as against 55 in England 
and 65 in America. How long are we going to tolerate this appalling 
state of things and, over and above this, the literacy figures remain 
as stationary as before. There is no movement in the villages. There 
is no movement so far as ihe ultimate facts of life facing 90 per cent, 
of the population of Bengal — about 4^ crores out of 6 crores — are 
concerned. There is no change so far as these people are concerned. 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: During these two 
months ! 


Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: 1 am afraid the Hon’ble 
Minister was not ])resent when I made the general remarks. Bui, of 
course, considering the masterful personalities of some of the new 
Ministers, we had hoped that more drastic remedies might have been 
applied even within the time at the disposal of the new Government. 

Noiv, the question is : what are the measures for improving the lot of 
the people who are without work during 6 months of the year? There 
has been no scheme in the field. Some regional and suitable liandi- 
crafts might be started in the different districts of the province. These 
problems have no connection, with air attacks. The rural people require 
to be saved from chronic difficulties and not from difficulties which 
are now before the urban people and of which we make so much. Of 
course, the Finance Minister cannot be held responsible for the lack 
of schemes of other departments. It is the duty of e.ach department 
to prepare its own scheme and then ask money from the Finance 
Minister. If the Finance Minister thinks that the new expenditure 
is well-thought of and well-planned, he may allow that expenditure to 
be included in the Budget. We have been only hearing of schemes 
for national welfare for years but no such schemes have materialised 
up till now. I just now referred to the lower expectation of life which 
is going down yearly in Bengal. It is really appalling. We must 
have well-thought out public health and welfare schemes which would 
be suitable for the specific conditions prevailing in the districts. This 
question, Sir, has nothing to do with Civil Defence arrangements. 
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Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERilEE Bahadur: On a point of 
order, Sir. Dr. Mookerjee has at the very outset referred to the pro- 
vision made under Civil Defence. Now, it is a matter which is pri- 
marily the concern of the Government of India. The Provincial 
Government has set apart whatever they have been asked to by the 
Central Government. 

(Cries of ‘‘What is the point of order**.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: On a f^eneral discussion of the Budget 
Dr. Mookerjee has every ri^^ht io criticise any part of the Budget. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, may I rise on a point of order. Mine 
is a very short one. This ^ifeneral discussion of the Budget concerns 
all departments. I see only four Hon’hle Ministers are present and 
five Hon*ble Ministers -are absent. Now, who will listen to the speeches 
and take down notes on behalf of those Ministers who are absent? 
How will they be able to reply to the remarks concerning their depart- 
ments? So, is it not desirable that all the Hon’ble Ministers should 
be present at the time of the general discussion of the Budget? Is it 
not s<imething like discourtesy to this House that the Ilon’ble Ministers 
should keep themselves away when the general discussion of the 
Budget is going on? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: It is desirable that lion’ hie Ministers should be 
present at the time of the general discussion of the Budget. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: I hope these interruptions 
will not have the effect of obscuring the main point on wdiich 1*^ i^nsist. 
My point is that the Province had about IG crores of revenue which they 
were free to spend as they liked, but we find, first of all, that the 
proceeds of the Sales Tax, the Employment Tax and other novel 
levies — the proceeds of all these taxes have not been appropriated for 
purposes for which they were ear-marked. On the contrary, they form 
part of the general expenditure and therefore all these valuable sources 
of revenue have been misappropriated for purposes for which they were 
not originally granted or meant. Then, my last point is this: I do- 
not know whether there is any time now for introducing any revision 
in the Budget; but I wish the Finance Department, the portfolio of 
which is held by Dr. 8yama Prasad Mookerjee, a man of acknowledged 
ability, should just see if it can find some more money which is urgently 
wanted for the rural population whose number has now been very 
materially added by the exodus from Calcutta, so that the defence 
preparations of the whole of Bengal may be on a scale by which all 
parts of the province may be equally benefited. Defence should not 
confine itself purely to the question of defending Calcutta against 
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bombing, and even there, as I have already said, the defence of Calcutta 
has not been planned on a proper military scale, so that bombing can 
be prevented. Just now we are at the mercy of the invader and we 
«re only told to slink ^in a cowardly manner into the slit trenches an4 
holes to bow to the decree of Fate in a spirit of passivity which has been 
the main obstacle to India’s national and industrial progress. I hope 
this efttitude of passivity will not be increased by means of these defence 
measures which are merely passive in their character. 

In conclusion, I would only say that the condition of the masses 
is deplorable in every direction. More money is required for measures 
of public health; infinitely more money is required for increasing 
the literacy of the people. There is hardly any future for a province 
where literacy in the English language is below d per cent, 
and the general literacy apart from language is alvout 9 per cent. Sir, 
what future C4ni tliere he for a Province on this basis — appalling illi- 
teracy, lowest expectation of life and what is most important, the fact 
that our able-bodied population is without any means of livelihood or 
work for more than half the year. What is required : is a National 
Planned Economy whereby the handicrafts in rural areas which have 
been destroyed by competition of foreign capitalists and manufacturers 
— all tliese rural handicnifts should be re-luihilitated by a well-planned 
scheme of economic welfare. (Interruption from the Europeiin Group.) 
Sir, 1 am very glad to have been interrupted by an honourable member 
of the Euro])ean Group, heiause their forefathers were mainly respons- 
ible for the destruction of PengaPs handicmfts since the days of the 
East India Company, and it is time that we give back to the people 
what they have lost as a .s<jurce of livelih<K)d available in the villages. 
We cahiiot expect tlie millions in the rural areas to migrate to the few 
jute mills on the river bank. We cannot indutrialise the whole 
population of Bengal in a day. Therefore, we must he prepared to 
bring Imck the villager to his own cottage and his own home. Other- 
wise, there is no economic future for the whole Province. All the 
pressing mitional problem is ultimately the problem of the welfare and 
defence of the people. I hope these measures will remove the chronic 
difficulties of the masses and their wretched condition should be consi- 
dered in a more liberal spirit rather tlian that this growtii in revenue 
should be spent and frittered away on measures which should belong 
to the Centre and not to the Provincial Government. 


Begum HAM I DA MOMIN: Sir, the two outstanding items of 
expenditure in this otherwise colourless budget presented by the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister are the provisions of rupees one lakh 
for communal harmony and of Rs. 70,000 for salaries of Parliamentary 
Secretaries. To these two items mainly I shall confine my observa- 
tions. But before I do^so I wish to offer my thanks and the thanks of 
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my fellow-workers of the All-India Women Conference, Calcutta 
Branch, for the provision of Us. 1,500 towards the maintenance charge 
of the ‘‘Chhatriniketan’% which is a hostel run by our association for 
mofussil girls, reading in Calcutta colleges having no attached hostfcl 
of their own. The All-India Women Conference, Calcutta Branch, has 
been agitating for years for the establishment of such hostels for the 
benefit of the increasing number of girls students from the mbfussil 
and it is greatly appreciated that Government has at last recognised 
the necessity of establishing such hostels. It is gratifying that the 
first monetary assistance from Government has been received from 
the hands of Dr. Shyamaprasad Mookerjee, the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister, who was the first man to help us with a grant from the 
University when we started this hostel 3 years ago. 

I find that in spite of my request made last year to show the allot- 
ments for girls and boys schools in the primary stages separately, the 
amount has again been lumped together in the present budget. The 
amount of Bs. 3,40,000 and Rs. 50,12,000 for grants to non-government 
primary schools and local l>odies respectively are meant both for boys 
and girls ; and we do not know how much of this money is going to 
be spent on girls’ education and how much on boys. This information 
is essential in the interest of girls’ education. Similarly, a sum of 
Bs. 92,000 has been provided for adult education, but here also it is 
not known how much of this amount will go for the education of 
women. I maintain that under these two heads girls and women 
should share equally with boys and men if not more, as not only the 
education of girls is behiiid-hand but also their education indirectly 
helps the education of boys. 

Sir, another suggestion I would like to make about the Eiluoation 
Budget is that want of trained women teachers is a crying need afl over 
Bengal for the development and progress of girls education. The 
number of training schools or centres for this purpose is very few 
and it is desirable that some more centres should be opened to give 
facilities for girls education in the districts. I do hope the Hon’ble 
the Education Minister will take this into consideration in his next 
budget or if possible in the supplementary budget. 

Next, Sir, comes the youth welfare grant. A sum of Bs. 28,000 
has been placed under the physical directress for the benefit of girls 
and women, I would like to know from the Hon’ble the Education 
Minister if any definite scheme has been prepared for the proper utilisa- 
tion of this amount. 

I wish to reiterate the demand I made last year for substantial 
monetary assistance for the Tollygunge Charitable Hospital which I 
regret has again been neglected. The old hovspital building has been 
condemned and will soon have to be demolished. Plans and estimates 
for a new hospital building have already been^ prepared and submitted 
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to Government. Unless Government comes to our assistance, it will 
not be possible to begin the work of construction. I may add here that 
this is a most important suburban hospital, catering not only for the 
gf owing population of Tollygunge, but also for the poorer classes of 
the surrounding villages who are unable to obtain treatment elsewhere. 

Sir^ as I mentioned at the very outset, the item which calls for care- 
ful consideration of the House is the provision of rupees one lakh for 
communal harmony. 

If a real coininunal amity could ])e secured by spending money, we 
would not grudge even ten times the above amount; but past experience 
makes o6e rather pessimistic in this matter. We have had slogans 
from platforms and the Press galore, committees formed, resolutions 
passed foi* bringing about unity between the two communities; but they 
led to no results. Without a legular detailed schenu' on which the 
Government is going to work, it is not possible to understand if this 
amount will be well-s])eut. Distribution of leaflets, peace literatures, 
subsidising newspapers or appointing preachers will not help in the 
least. On the other hand, such actions will be put down as undue 
favouritism and i)atronage and the remedy will be wors(‘ than the 
disease. If it is the intention of Government to bring about real unity, 
it can only be achieved by a change of heart and sincere effort on 
the part of the leaders of botli communities to face the various ])roblemB 
with courage and impartiality without keeping one eye on the ballot- 
box. I hope, Sir, that a heart living and throbbing with feelings for 
the good of the people of Bengal will be prevsent when schemes will be 
drawn up under this head and something real, something good and 
somethijj^g noble will come out for the good of our people in this 
provir^ie. The communal bitterness in Bengal has spread to such an 
extent that it cannot be wiped out by doles of money. To extinguish 
this consuining fire and scourage from amongst us and establish 
genuine peace and amity, it requires sacrifices from individuals jointly 
and severally and not mere platform lip-aalve. 

As regards the increased provision of Rs. 70, 000 for salaries of 
Whips and Parliamentarv Secretaries, it is ill-timed and unnecessary. 
It is not understood why as many as 18 such functionaries should be 
necessary, particularly when the normal life of the Assembly is coming 
to a close. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, with your jiermission 1 wish to make a 
few observations on the Budget estimate so ably presented to this House 
by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 

Sir, before the formation of this new Ministry we read many things 
in the newspapers and I hoped — really lofty expectations were raised 
in our minds and we thought — that the much-quoted slogan of the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister that he will make necessary provision for 
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the dalhfiat of the poor people of Bengal was going to be fulfilled this 
time. Sir, with that expectation I opened the pages of the Budget 
but could find no indication in that direction. The Budget is tjbe 
replica of ihe bureaucratic Budget and the Hoii‘ble the Finance Minister 
for whom I have got the highest respect has taken shelter under the 
War. It is a War Budget. It goes to show that this Budget i/^ not a 
Budget of Nation Building but it is a Budget of Nation saving. Sir, 
if I be allowed to iise the word, I think it is a Budget whicli will not 
save the Nation but which will go to benefit a few’ lakhs of people w'ho 
live in tlie urban areas. The learned Dr. Mookerjee rightly stressed 
the fact that this Budget missed the imjautant item of NatioiL-building 
and the Hon’ble the Finance Minister himself has admitted it in his 
memorandum. Sir, this Budget is disappointing from all aspects and 
it is not worthy of the Hon’bb* Minister who has presented it. 

I am fully conscious of the limitations under which the present 
Ministry had to labour in view of the short time at their disposal to 
present a Budget. I am reminded of the pronouncement made in this 
House by one of the intellectual giants who declared, if I remember 
him aright, that he could produce a Ibidget in ‘1 hours’ time; but in 
spite of 3 weeks’ time this Budget could not be made more satisfactory. 
Again, this Budget is a deficit Budget. It is very unfortunate that 
thivS province is being confronted with a deficit Budget from 1939-40. 
This reflects no credit on the Ministry which calls itself progressive. 
Moreover, this Budget is called a War Budget. In spite of increase 
under the head “Taxes and Duties”, this Budget could not be adjusted 
and balanced. We find on comparison that Ks. 107 lakhs w’ill accrue 
from three new taxes in the current year. Dr. Mookerjee has already 
referred to the assurance given by the then Finance Minister at the 
time w^hen these Taxation Bills were passed that the proceeds of this 
taxation would be spent on nation-building departments. May I 
pertinently ask whether this has been so or it has been spent on any 
purpose other than for w’hich it was meant. It is well-known that only 
15 per cent, people lives in the city and the sum of Ks. 4 crores out 
of this taxation is going to be spent on them. AVe fully realise that 
the war is coming nearer and nearer, but my humble submission is that 
it would be more beneficial if, w’ithout utilising these taxation proceeds 
on war emergency, loans could be floated for meeting such extraordinary 
measures. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in his Memorandum has admitted that 
Civil Defence is a Central charge but has also expressed a doubt as to 
w’hether the Provincial Government can be made responsible for that. 
But at the same time, he has taken away a large slice of money to the 
extent of one crore 25 lakhs for expenditure on civil defence. With 
these few preliminary observations, I come to the budgetary figures as 
given in the Budget Estimates. ^ 
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As regards the deficit, we find that in 1940-41, there was a deficit 
of 91 lakhs. In 1941-42', that is during the current yeur^; the elosing 
balance is one crore 50 lakhs revenue and the revenue is higher by 

one crore 25 lakhs. There is thus an improvement of one crore 34 

lakhs. But at the sairfe time the expenditure is higher by 94 lakhs. 
Going into the details of the Budget, we find that out of this sum, ruj»ees 
30 lak^s has been spent on the relief of people in cyclone-aft'ected 
areas and also for giving relief to the sufferers of the Daec’a lliot. 
('oming to another aspect of the Budget Estimate, we find that in 

1939- 40 a sum of rupees 3 lakhs was allotted for (3vil Defence. In 

1940- 41 it was increased to 7 lakhs and in the Budget Estimate for 

1941- 42 a sum of lakhs was provided but in the revised Budget it 
has been raised t() 78 lakbs. Thus, we find that the greatest increase 
has occurred under the head “Civil Defence”, on A. It. V. measures. 
This gives a very gloomy picture of this year's Budget. This sum will 
be spent for taking necessary jirecautionary measures and saving 
tile peojile from any possible air-raid. This sum is to be spent mainly 
w’ithin the danger zone, that is, Calcutta, Chittagong and Asansol. 
Sir, I am a resident in the towui of Chittagong and I know very well 
how' this sum is being spent in Chittagong. 

T find from my bitter experience that there is no method in this 
expenditure, and it is being very hurriedly spent on the measures. The 
contractors make liuge profit. My appeal to the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister is that he w’ould kindly see that this valuable money is not 
mis-spent and it is siient tor the very purj»ose for wdiicb it is meant. 

Then, Sir, there is another aspect of the Budget about which 1 wish 
to make a few’ observations. Tt reflects great credit on the part of the 
last Government that they could spend a sum of Rs. crores tow^ards 
agrici\ltural loans. There was a terrible distress amongst the agri- 
cultural population of Bengal and the ex-Government really rose to the 
occasion and spent as much us Rs. 2.^ crores. As regards agricultural 
loan, I have got my humble suggestion to make; from my bumble 
experience I find that often time the really needy peasants do not get 
this loan. There is a legal difficulty also in their way. The loans are 
advanced to groups of 4 or 5 at a time and unless they can get Indd of 
other 3 or 4, they cannot get the loan. Another aspect of this loan is 
that it goes to the pockets of persons known as middlemen in their 
respective villages or to the pockets of those wdio have influence with 
the Circle Officers or other agencies tlirough whom these loans are 
distributed. 

Sir, I may observe that of the increased taxation receipts, that is 
out of Rs. 1 crore 7 lakhs will be spent on items under head ‘'Extra- 
ordinary Charges’ \ It is regretted such a high percentage of the 
increased receipts should be spent on items under Lead “Extra- 
ordinary charges’*. 
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There is a spark of hope and that hope is that an additional sum 
of Rs, 30 lakhs has been provided in the Budget and out of that sum 
only Rs. 5 lakhs and odds under ‘‘Education”. 

Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister who is a veteran educationist 
knows very well the educational conditions of the illiterate masses. 
Sir, he has got the opportunity and a unique opportunity has present- 
ed itself to him to serve these poor masses in whose name we ^ilways 
speak and we always say we are their representatives. Sir, really we 
expected many things from a veteran educationist like our Finance 
Minister but in this respect we have been utterly disappointed. 

Sir, I do not like to quote comparative figures of other provinces 
to show that Bengal is lagging behind in the field of mass education. 
Sir, there was a time when Bengal was in the forefront; Bengal once 
led the rest of India but to-day it has fallen on evil days. From the 
educational point of view^ the Bengalee masses have sunk deep : are 

sinking deeper and deeper in the welter of illiteracy. Sir, since the 

advent of the British rule in this country, illiteracy in the whole of 
India has increased year after year. To-day even after 200 years of 
a so-called civilized British rule we find that in India about only 10 per 
cent, of the people are literate. It reftects a great shame on us that even 
after Provincial Autonomy things have not changed considerably. If 

you compare the sums of money spent on “Primary Education” by 

other provinces of India, we really feel ashamed of our own province. 
A province which has the largest population spends so little a sum on 
Primary Education. Of course, during these 4 or 5 years the expendi- 
ture under head “Primary Education” has been doubled but that is up 
to 50 lakhs. I think it is a drop in the ocean. It should have been at 
least 2 crores by this time. A good sum of money which is 6btained 
from the new taxation measures should have been diverted to thi^ most 
important Nation-building Department. Sir, it is evident that mass 
education is the sub-stratum on which a Nation’s progress is based. Sir, 
all aspects of human progress depend on this most important element. 

Sir, it is said that primary education is the birth-right of every 
citizen. Sir, even the Congress has declared that universal and 
compulsory primary education is one of the fundamental rights of the 
people of India. Sir, because this new Ministry includes two of the 
prominent members of the Congress Forward Bloc I thought that the 
expenditure under that head might be increased at least to some extent. 
A pitttance of Rs. 6 lakhs is nothing for the purpose. 

There is another aspect to which I wish to draw the attention 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will the honourable member take a little more 
time? 


Mr. NUR AHMED: Yes, Sir. 
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Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEC: Sir, may I express my 
apology to the House that on account of an unavoidable engagement 
I have to leave the Chamber. I have requested my honourable 
calleague Mr. San tosh Kumar Basu to take notes of the speeches. I 
hope the House will excuse me. 

Mn NUR AHMED: As I was saying, Sir, there is another aspect 
to which I wish to draw the attention of the Hon’hle Minister and that 
is that nothing has been allotted for the advancement of Muslim 
Education in this year’s Budget. Although it is an admiited fact that 
the Muslim community are very much backward in modern education, 
it is far*from our mind that unjust concession should be made for their 
education. But, Sir, it is being said that instead of encouraging the 
rapid advancement of education among the Muslims, the provision 
which had been made in the previous year is going to be omitted in the 
revised Budget. For example, the grant whicli was being given to the 
Fazlul Huq Muslim Hall at Dacca is going to be omitted. It is most 
regrettable that the progress of Muslim education should be hampered 
in this way. The Muslims form the majority of the population in this 
province and it is reasonably expected that they should at least be equal 
in the field of education. The Hon’ble Minister for Education knows 
very well what the Muslim community ^vants. He also knows that 
meritorious boys and girls cannot proceed with tlieir higher studies for 
want of adequate means. It is the appalling poverty which is retarding 
the progress of Muslim education in Bengal. 

Sir, in 1938 in this very Chamber I moved a resolution for an addi- 
tional allotment of 2o lakhs for the advancement of Muslim Education. 
This H«use was good enough to accept that resolution unanimously. 
Then i put a question in 1939 regarding this resolution and the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister who was then also in charge of Education, gave a 
definite assurance that the resolution would be given effect to. Since 
then two years have passed but nothing has been allotted even in this 
year’s Budget estimate for this purpose. There is another aspect of the 
matter which has been so pointedly alluded to by the Begum Sahib 
and it is the lack of adequate funds allotted in the Budget for advance- 
ment of female education in Bengal. The condition of female education 
in this Province is more appalling than it is elsewhere ; especially among 
the Muslim community female education is hopelessly backward and an 
adequate sum of money should be provided for the opening of special 
schools and grant of scholarships for the encouragement of higher 
education among them. 

.Another fact to which I wish to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister is th^it the grant for training the teachers of primary schools 
has been reduced by half. It is a well-known fact that in this province 
money spent on primary education has been merely wasted because 
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boys and girls who go to primaty schools" do not get that sort of literacy 
which can be useful to them in allter-life. So, trained teachers ^nnd 
a large number of trained teachers is the cry for th^ improvement of 
Muslim education. One-t^acber school also is a great defect. It is 
a fact that the percentage of trained teachers in Bengal is the lowest 
of all the other provinces, with a few exceptions. Therefore, if educa- 
tion has got to be improved and made efficient, it is necessary th^t the 
dame sum at least should be provided but on the contrary it has been 
reduced by half. Another matter which has been alluded to by Begum 
Hamida Momin is a provision of one lakh of rupees for communal 
harmony in this province. Sir, this is a matter which is very dear 
to my heart and, speaking personally and individually, throughout 
my life, I have thought it my sacred duty to do all I can to bring 
about and promote communal harmony. It was only the other day 
that I moved > j'esolution on this matter but was grieved to see that T 
got very little' support in its favour. If I remember aright, none of my 
Hindu friends took pa¥t in the discussion on that resolution and prac- 
tically I was pooh-poohed and ridiculed at the time. 1 am therefore 
very glad. Sir, to see that within a very short time a kaleidoscopic 
change has taken place in the outlook of the Ministry and they have 
accordingly come forward with a pretty sum of one lakh of rupees. 

My apprehension is that this sum may not be spent pro])erly and 
that it may be , spebt for propaganda in favour of the present 
Ministry, I think this is a matter for which every Bengali should 
strive. We, ifindus and Muslims, have been living in this land not 
for one or two centuries but for many many centuries together as ,good 
neighbours and we so long worked together, and we have been associat- 
ed together for the good of this country. In the Mogul period and in 
the Pathan period we had been living iogether without any animosity 
and there used to be very little clash between Hindus and Muslims. 
Even Hindu generals used to be sent by Muslim emperors against 
Muslims: such good confidence existed at that time. But we find now 
that the condition has changed and changed for the worse. We are 
now quarrelling with each other in a disgraceful manner. I would 
request the Ministry that the money be spent in such a way as would 
*^make a change of heart among the two communities possible. What is 
needed is a change of heart. Unless there is a change of heart, no 
amount of money will be worth spending. I do not believe in pact, in 
understanding and in agreement. They will not cure the disease, 
unless we change our hearts, unless we have confidence in each other 
and unless we have respect for each other. 

Then, Sir, there is another matter to which I would likejto draw 
the attention of the House. I find that since the inauguration of the 
Provincial Autonomy the resources of Bengal have been incr^s^"\o 
the extent of 13*6 per cent, by the new taxatif^n * measitres. Bnt 
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expenditure on nation-building departments has been enhanced only 
by 2 per cent. In the pre-Autonoitly days it was 22 per cent., now it 
is 24 per cent. It is a sad commentary on the Provincial Autonomy 
ilk Bengal. Again, Sir, comparing the Budget figures of 1938-89 w'ith 
those of 1941-42, we find that there has been an increase of Rs. 7 lakhs 
under the head “Land Revenue”, 2 lakhs under the head “Excise” 
and 2* lakhs under the head “Forest”. And there has been a rise of 
Rs. 18 lakhs under “General Administration.” Even this year’s 
Budget provides for approximately 2 lakhs increase. Cry after cry has 
been raised from this House, from public platforms that tlie expen- 
diture under this head should be curtailed. But instead of that what 
do we find? There is a gradual increase under the head “General 
Administration”. Sir, this increase of two lakhs has occurred under 
a progressive Government and that does not redound to the credit of 
the present Ministry. Sir, I hope and trust that a serious attempt 
will be made to reduce expenditure under “General Administration.” 
Sir, it is a black spot which cannot be justified. 


Sir, there is another much-criticised department and that is the 
“Police”. There is an increase of 27 lakhs under this head. Sir, it 
is fortunate that this Ministry includes one as the Cliief Minister who 
declared more than once in his public speeches that if he was given the 
power to manage the police force he could manage with ird of the 
expenditure which was being spent on it. But contrary to his previous 
speeches, he as Chief Minister has allowed an increase of expenditure 
under the head “Police”. Sir, I am conscious of the fact that Police 
is a very necessary element in the public life of any admin istrati(m. 
They are necessary for the protection and safety of the people. But 
comi^ring the figures of other provinces we find that Bengal has been 
spending a disproportionately large amount on Police. Sir, Madras 
with double the area of Bengal and with an equal population spends 
much less; so also Bombay. Even the Punjab, where the crime ratio 
is greater is spending comparatively much less whereas Bengal spends 
the highest amount. I appeal to this Ministry that during their 
regime at least this charge should be readjusted in such a way 
that the expenditure is brought dowm, ensuring at the same time that 
the efficiency of the force is not affected. Sir, I find that under head 
“Education” there has been an increase of 35 lakhs while at the same 
time I find there is a decrease of 86 thousand under head “Medical”. 
Sir, medical relief is a thing which is necessary to keep the people 
healthy. Sir, a large number of people dies every year from malaria^ 
cholera and other preventive diseases. Sir, the peasantry of Bengal 
had reached a stage — as Mr. Bentley so aptly said — that they live on 
a diet on which even the rats cannot live for a week. So for the 
peasantry medical relief should be amply provided. But we find from 
the Budget figures that the provision for the establishment of village 
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dispensaries has been reduced and in the direction of rural reconstruc- 
tion, the allotments for rural sanitation, rural water-supply have all 
been reduced. This is not good. Sir, may I ask the Hon’ble Ministers 
whether they are justified in taking away this money meant for the«e 
poor men while they are spending crores for the little few who live 
in urban areas. 

Sir, I find there has been an increase of Es. 8 lakhs during these 
5 years under the head ‘Tublic Health’’, Es. 2 lakhs under ‘‘Co-opera- 
tion” and only 4 lakhs under “Industries”. Now, Sir, this is the 
proper time for the development and encouragement of cottage-industry 
and other industries. Taking advantage of the situation which has 
been brought about by this devastating war, other provinces are forging 
ahead with their industrial expansion. For example, many industries 
have been rapidly expanded in the Punjab under State patronage. 
But to our great regret, to our great disappointment we find in Bengal 
that nothing has been shown in the Budget for giving aid to the 
industries. It is an admitted fact that unless the industries and agri- 
culture are developed, there will be no solution of the unemployment 
problem. Government service and private services cannot absorb all 
the unemployed people. It is a very opportune moment for the 
Government to come forward with a scheme for the improvement of 
cottage-industries and other big industries. It is very disappointing 
that no adequate provision has been made under this head in the 
Budget. 

Next we find an increase of Es. 27 lakhs under “Civil Works”. 
Under war conditions I think this is the only department in which 
expenditure should have been curtailed but even in this department 
we find expenditure has been increasing. Under “External Charges” 
also I find an increase. Since the inauguration of the Provincial 
Autonomy there has been an increase of Es. 153 lakhs under this head. 

There is another matter to which I wish to draw the attention of 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister and that is under the head “Ministers’ 
salaries”. The expenditure under this head has increased from 
Es. 4,51,000 to Es. 5,00,019. I fail to understand how can there be 
any increase. The number of Ministers has been reduced and in the 
Ministry there are gentlemen who used to talk of receiving Es. 500 
or Es. 1,000 monthly. But in spite of all these there has been an 
increase in expenditure. 

There is another item in the Budget which has also been alluded 
to by Begum Saheba and that is with regard to the appointment of 
Parliamentary Secretaries for which a provision of Rs. 48,000 has been 
made in the Budget. 

I may in this connection make a comment on the appointment of 
18 Whips. It is felt that there is no need for the appointment of so 
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many Whips. Sir, the number of Ministers is nine but the number 
of Whips, including one Parliamentary Secretary, is eighteen. As I 
have already said, the revised figures omit such useful projects as 

lakhs of rupees for the Fazlul ifiiq Moslem Hall, one lakh 43 
thousand for training^centres for primary school teachers 

AV> PRESIDENTS Order order. The honourable member has 
already spoken for 45 minutes. He should now try to conclude. 

Mr. N UR AHMED: All right, Sir. The provision of Rs. 80,000 
for the much-needed adult education has also been omitted. 

Sir, ‘judging from these provisions and non-provisions, I must say 
that the Budget is most disappointing and unsatisfactory from all 
points of vieAV. It does not contain any planned policy nor does it 
show that the Ministry is going to launch upon any project beneficial 
to the people of Bengal. 

(After Mr. Nur Ahmed had finished, no member rose to speak.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If no members are willing to take part in the 
general discussion of the Budget, then it will be the duty of the Chair 
to conclude the general discussion and ask the Finance Minister to 
reply to the debate. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: On a 

point of explanation, Sir. As has been already stated by Mr. 
Humayun Kabir, we did not have sufficient time to go through the 
Budget papers to be ready to discuss it today. So we could not get 
ourselves prepared for today — I mean all of us. But two members of 
this party have given their view’s on the Budget. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I appreciate the point already made by 
Mr. Humayun Kabir and now by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain. It is unfortunate that there has been an interval of two days 
only since the presentation of the Budget in this House and that the 
Council had sittings on both these days. I realise the difiiculty of the 
honourable members, but my difficulty consists in the fact that these 
dates are fixed by His Excellency the Governor acting in his individual 
judgment under rule 13 of the Governor’s Rules, wh'ch runs as 
follows : — 

“On a day or days to be appointed by the Governor exercising his 
Individual judgment subsequent to the day on which the 
Budget is presented and for such time as the Governor 
exercising his individual judgment may allot for this 
purpose, the Council shall be at liberty to discuss the 
Budget as a whole or any question of principle involved 
therein.^’ 



ADJOURNMENT. 


m 


[20th Feb., 


Honourable members will, therefore, realise that neither the Chair 
DOT the members of the House have any right to criticise the decision 
of His Excellency, when in his individual judgment he has allotted 
these days for the discussion of the Budget. Nevertheless, I considox" 
it necessary to state that it is the duty of the Government to place 
before His Excellency the fact that if there is no interval between the 
presentation of the Budget and the general discussion thereon, it Sauses 
inconvenience to the members to make comments on the Budget with 
adyantage, so that necessary steps may be taken in this regard in 
future. If there be no interval before the general discussion is taken 
up here, it is very difficult to take up the discussion of such an 
important matter as the Budget, particularly for this House where there 
is no voting of demands for grant and where a general discussion is the 
only chance that the House gets of giving its views on the Budget of 
the Government. I would, therefore, request the Hon’ble Ministers 
to bear this point in mind in the future. Under these circumstances, 
I adjourn the House now but I expect that there will he no dearth of 
speakers when the House meets on Monday next. 


Change in the time of the sitting of the House. 

Mr. PRESIOEHTs 1 have a further announcement to make and 
that is with regard to the change in the time of the sitting of this 
House. Representations have been made to me by the Leaders of the 
different parties in the House that the time for the sitting of the 
Council may be delayed by half an hour. I agree with this point of 
view and I hope it will be convenient to all th^ honourable members. 
I have also to inform the Government that in future the Council will 
ordinarily sit at 2-45 p.m. instead of at 2-15 p.m. 

The House now stands adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on Monday, the 
23rd February. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on Monday, the 23rd 
February, 1942. 
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Members Absent. 

» The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
20th February, 1942 r-y 

(J.) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin 

(2) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(3) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(4) Rai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(5) .Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(6) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(8) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad Ghaziul Huq. 

(10) Mr. Humayun Kabir. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(12) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(13) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(14) Sir T. Lamb. 

(15) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(16) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(17) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(18^ Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahaman. 

(\9) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(20) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(21) Sir B. P. Singh Roy. 

(22) Raja Bahadur B. N. Sinha. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session— No. 5. ^ 


The Council met in the Legislative Cliamlier of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 23rd February, 1942, at 2-45 p.m., 
being the fifth day of the First Session, pursuant to section 62(2)(rz) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSW^ 

Questions which remained unanswered during the Third Session of 

. 1941. 

Daoca Riot 

48. Rai Bahadur B. N. 8INHA, of Nashipur: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of persons injured or killed during the riot at Dacca 
in September and October, 1941; 

^(b) how many of them are Hindus and how many Mustima; 

(c) how many of them are respectively male, female and children ; 

(d) how many of them had to be sent to hospital; 

(e) what was the cause of the last riot; and 

(/) what action the Government have taken to stop the occurrence f 


MINISTER in charge of the HOME and PUBLICITY DEPART- 
MENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) and (&)— 



Total. 

Muslims. 

Hindus. 

Injured 

249 

213 , 

36 

KiUed 

21 

8 

13 

(c) One old Hindu 
may be homicidal and 

woman’s body was 
one boy of 12 was 

recovered -^ith wounds which 
amongst those injured. 
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{d) The figure readily available is 88, but this may not be complete. 

{e) I refer my honourable friend to the communique issued on the 
30th October, 1941. 

if) Action has been taken and has hitherto proved successful. 
Details are given in tjie communique already mentioned. In addition 
a Bengal Turbulent Areas Ordinance was promulgated on the 4th 
November, 1941, and since then it has been possible gradually to ‘relax 
the restrictions imposed. 

it. 

Rai Sahib ilATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the report published in the newspaper that the 
Government are contemplating withdrawal of the orders again'st both 
Hindus and Muslims in connection with the riots at Dacca, is true? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr^ Aa K* FAZLUL HUQS Nothing has been 
decided but the matter fs^ being considered. 


Detenus and politieal prisoners. 

49. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: {a) Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state how many detenus 
there are at present in Bengal, movements of how many have been 
restricted, how many are convicted political prisoners, and how many 
are civil disobedience prisoners? 

(6) Is it the intention of the Government to consider the question 
of the release sympathetically and release them without any further 
delay? If not, will Government be pleased to state their grounds for 
such refusil and if this refusal is applicable to all the different classes 
of j)olitical prisoners mentioned in the previous question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a)— 

(i) Terrorist convicts ... ... 60 

(u) Prisoners under the Defence of India Rule ... 110 

(m) Persons restricted under Defence of India 

Rule 26 {!)— 

(1) Security prisoners — 


Ordinary ... ... 265 

^^pecial 1,105 

(2) Otherwise restricted ... ... 2,011 

{iv) Civil di^^dience convicts ... Nil 


(b) The matter is under consideration. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Ministei; be 
pleased to state wbetber the figures given are the latest figures? 

.The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUt HUQ: Th« figures were 
collected for answer due on the 4th December, 1941. Since then they 
have been brought, not up to date, but up to the middle of January. 
So, stuictly speaking, these figures are not up to date. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the arrest made in each cmse has obtained the approval of 
the Hon’ble Ministers? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a very embarras- 
sing question. The consent of the Ministers cannot always be 
obtained. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRs Are we to understand that in some 
cases arrests were made without the consent or even knowledge of the 
Ministers ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sometimes arrests are 
made and then it is made known to the Ministers. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is it a fact that in the case of arrests 
made under the Defence of India llules, arrests can be made by local 
officers, only with the authority of the provincial Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Powers are delegated to 
local officers. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Are we to understand that the local 
officers exceeded their powers in making arrests directly without 
reference to the provincial Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Even when arrests are 
made by local officers on their own authority, we get an opportunity 
to see whether the action is justified or not. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Are we to understand that the 
Ministers are only given the pleasure of liaving a post-mortem 
examination on acts already committed ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not always. The orders 
are framed and issued to local officers. It is in those^’cases that the 
Ministers are not consulted. But in other cases the Ministers are 
consulted. 
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Mr. NUMAYUM KABIR; Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleeeed 
to represent to the Government of India that arrests made without the 
consent of the provincial Government are in many cases of doubtful 
validity ? 

■* 

The HOfl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; At the present n^pment, 
in consequence of the grave war situation the officials are allowed a 
certain amount of latitude with which the Ministers do not think it 
proper to interfere; but ordinarily it would not be a correct procedure, 
as has been mentioned by the honourable member. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
Satisfied with the position that in a grave matter where the liberty of 
a citizen is concerned, the mere consent and authority of local officers 
may do without prior reference to the Minister concerned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Certainly it is not a 

satisfactory position but the whole of the present position is unsatis- 
factory. 

Or. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI; Thank you. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTi! Arising out of 
answer {h){u'i){2) “Otherwise restricted,*^ will the Hon*ble Minister 
be pleased to state who are these persons “otherwise restricted**? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I find from the papers 
that in many cases orders of restrictions are passed and they are 
sometimes obeyed and sometimes if they are not found convenient, 
they are disobeyed. If they disobey, they are tried and convicted so 
that it is difficult to make out a complete list of persons who are 
restricted in various ways. That is how it is put down as “otherwise 
restricted”. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Is the restriction 
made under the Defence of India Act? What is the character of the 
offence they committed and under what Act, if any, they are 
restricted ? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Generally, they are 
persons who have been convicted in consequence of disobeying the 
restrictions in force. 
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CaiMral Discussion on the Budget. 

^ Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will uow resume further general 
discussion of the Budget. Under rule 15 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council (Governor’s) Eflles, I fix 20 minutes as the time-limit for 
each s^^eaker. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I agree with the Hon’ble , 
the Finance Minister’s statement that the present Ministry is burden- 
ed with the heritage and the -commitments of their predecessor. 
There can be no denying that fact. All the same, I must congratulate 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister for not imposing any fresh taxation at 
this stage. But at the same time one cannot help observing that no 
radical change is discernible in the framing of the budget. It looka 
really like the Budget of the previous Ministry with a little gloss 
here and there. It is quite apparent — and one has to a(‘knowledge 
it — that the present Ministry is also hedged around by the steel-frame 
of the Constitution and they cannot expand as they like. But one is 
bound to observe that there appears to be no alert mind behind this 
budget, — a mind which will actually work out a plan for the uplift 
of the nation. Of course, looking to the exigencies of the War 
situation, I must frankly admit that I agree with the Hon’ble Finance 
Miflister that in the present critical International situation the budget 
of any Government can only be a Nation-saving one and not a Nation- 
building one. No doubt we have to save ourselves first and then only 
the question of building the Nation will come. To that I think no 
objection can reasonably be taken. But even from that stand-point 
• the budget ought to be scrutinised as to whether it is really a budget 
of wlfich the object is to save the nation from the perils and the evil 
effects of the war. It is not possible really for a provincial Govern- 
ment to provide for the safety of the population from the military 
point of view, but at the same time the provincial Government must 
exert its utmost to save the people from the evil effects of the war. 
Now, the latest development in the war situation has brought the war 
almost to our doors. The shadow of war is now over the province of 
Bengal. It seems clear that Bengal may be the first victim of the 
war among the provinces of India. <So, the Ministry will have to 
consider the whole situation and to provide for air-raid precautionary 
measures as far as it is possible for the provincial Government to do 
so. Now, in saying that the provincial Government should provide for 
the emergency, I do not ask the provincial Governjpfient to make 
arrangements to resist an invasion or to resist an aerial attack. But 
at the same time there are some duties imposed upon the provincial 
Government to provide against such things as injuries due to aerial 
attacks in the case of any invasion or of any disturbance occurring in 
the course of the war. ^There is likely to be internal dislocation in the 
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country. The unsocial elements may take the upper hand. Lessons 
in such matters ought to be taken from the experiences gathered in 
Burma. In the allotment made in the budget, I find there is some 
provision made for A.R.P. arrangements. But would that suffice? 
practically, A.®.?, provisions would apply to the large cities which 
are liable to aerial attacks, but it would not really solve the whole 
problem. For, with the development of the war situation thei^e will 
not only be cases of air-raid victims for which provision has to be 
considered but provision has also to be made for safeguarding the 
morale of the wliole nation. Steps should be taken to see that there 
may not be any economic breakdown in the country. It is the morale 
of the nation which ought to be preserved and for which Government 
should exert its utmost. The condition of the civil population is to 
be looked into and their morale carefully safeguarded. For example, 
the moment Bengal becomes the victim of air-raid, there will be 
dislocation in transport, there will be dislocation in trade 
and the inevitable result of that will be the shortage of 
the elementary necessaries of life in the rural areas and 
even in cities whi(‘h are far aw’ay from Calcutta. Transport facilities 
will not then be available to the civil population, because the military 
will be bound to utilise them. Therefore, the provincial Government 
ought to take the present opportunity by the forelock and take all 
precautionary measures against the dislocation and the breakdown of 
the transport system of the country. 


The provincial Government must take into account the possibility 
of large-scale industries being damaged. Sir, China has shown and 
flhown successfully during the last 4^ years what can be done by a 
determined Nation to develop, not only large-scale industries bu,t also 
industries which will meet the needs of the people, the ordinary 
requirements of the people. There may be food shortage. The 
Agricultural Department should take steps to see that the agricul- 
tural population of the Country must devote their energies to the 
production of more food crops than commercial crops. They should 
be informed that there would be no more facilities for export of their 
commercial crops; so it i& time for them to produce food crops and 
raw materials which the national industries of the country will require. 
Sir, it may be said that Government cannot start industries but 
that Government* s business is to enable the country to take the 
initiative. It is Government’s business to give proper instructions 
and to show the path and give the lead ; and unless the provin- 
cial Governnteiit do take any initiative now in this direction, 
rural life of this province would be dislocated and once the moral life 
of the people of a country is dislocated, there would be complete 
breakdown of the nation; and once there is a moral breakdown, we are 
doomed for ever. So, to prevent that moral breakdown, the provincial 
Government must take mea-sures to see that provision is made for 
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meeting the ordinary requirements of the nation. We need not now 
think of the large-scale industries and other things, but certainly steps 
should be taken to develop small industries suited to the needs of the 
people. Therefore, I say that the countryside of the province of 
Bengal should be made self-sufficient. Mere tinkering with the 
situaiion will not do. The appointment of a few officers who would 
just parade in the countryside with hats on their heads and shirts and 
shorts on — this will not serve the purpose, Sir. This I say from 
personal experience because I have seen this witli iny own eyes. We 
have seen that under the last Ministry there were many departments 
working for rural reconstruction, but what we found was that it was 
not real reconstruction in the rural areas that was being done but 
actually it consisted of the unmethodical and planless movements of 
6ome fortunate recipients of official patronage. But this should not be 
repeated. iSir. one honourable member says that something is better 
than nothing. Of course, it is so; but when that something only 
means the maintenance of the supporters of the Government, we must 
record our protest against it. Therefore, I would emphatically warn 
the present ministry not to pursue that course of action. 

Now, Sir, as regards Civil Defence, I do not find any mention 
of it in the Budget. It has been mentioned in the speech of the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister. But if it simply means having a few civic 
guards and such other organisations that we see here to-day, then I 
would requevst the Ministry and the Hon’ble Finance Minister to 
gather full information about the conduct of these civic guards in 
Rangoon and in other towns of Burma after the aerial attacks were 
over as to whether they were really the messengers of protection and 
relief or of loot and arson. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: They will run away. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: My friend says they will run 
away. But reports from Rangoon say that they did not run away 
with empty pockets. So, proper arrangements should be made in the 
scheme for Civil Defence too. The people of the country ought to be 
taken into confidence and the civil force of the province ought to be 
mobilised, confidence ought to be reposed on the leaders of the people. 
The social forces of the country should be mobilised in order to check 
the unsocial elements. The present Ministry mtist make a move and 
repeal the present Arms Act. Can we not expect even at this stage 
that everyone in the country ought to be given free scope for the use 
of arms to protect the sanctity of our homes— our women-folk and our 
hearths and homes ? When we think of our helpless position, we hang 
down our heads in shame : we cannot defend our hearths and homes 
and our women — our mothers and sisters even 1rom the attacks of 
ordinary marauders. Do we lack in courage? We do not. Because, 



ia4 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[23rd Feb.^ 


we now find that those who say that wo are lacking in courage are 
themselves lacking in courage and are running away from the places 
where there are aerial attacks. So courage is not their monopoly^. 
(Mr. Hamidxjl Hxjq Chowdhttry: Yes, they are running away.) So 
my friend says they are running away# I think my friend has been 
contaminated by the spirit of the past Ministry. But, Sir, it sjiould 
be the aim of the present Ministry to move in this matter to see that 
the Arms Act is repealed and we are allowed to have free use of arms, 
if not for any other purpose, at least to protect our hearths and homes. 
This sort of tinkering measures here and there would not do. 

As regards evacuation arrangements, I would ask the present 
Ministry to take a lesson from what happened in Rangoon. Yester- 
day, I had an opportunity of meeting some evacuees from Rangoon, 
both rich and poor, and heard their tales of woe. Provision should 
be made not only for the safety of the evacuees, but provision should 
also be made to give shelter to those persons who are compelled to 
evacuate from towns which will be subjected to air-attacks. The 
provision which has been made at present is absolutely inadequate. 
Then, Sir, better provision ought to be made for their food and 
clothing. They have to live first. It is our primary duty to see that 
the people of the country — the children of the soil — get shelter and 
food. “Then their growing needs could be met afterwards which will 
take time. 

In this connection, I would like to draw the attention of the 
Ministry to one matter and it is that the Ministry should see that food 
crops are grown in larger quantities in some portions of Eastern 
Bengal. In certain parts of Tipperah from where I come, owing to 
inundation, no crops can be grown at all. Expert non-official opinion 
shows that the inundation is due to the opening of the new railways. 
Thus, it has become an annual affair there. It is, therefore, the duty 
of the present Ministry to study the condition there and see whether 
different crops could be grown in different seasons and if that part of 
the country could be made a crop-producing area. Otherwise, after a 
few j^ears the people in that part of my own district would be com- 
pelled to abandon that area altogether. It is, therefore, necessary that 
the problem ought to be studied scientifically. 

I will not deal with the other small matters in the budget. One 
could criticise this it6m and that and one could have suggested many 
other things but the predominant idea in our minds now is, as I have 
said, to save the people of this province from possible air-raids by 
the enemy. Sir, I am coming from Chittagong direct; I had been 
to some part of Assam also myself — and I have found that the 
predominant idea of the people in those parts of Bengal is first to 
save themselves from^the ravages of the war. The people are flocking 
fjDm the towns to the rural areas. But mer§ flocking to the rural 
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lireas would not save them. Provision must be made for their main-» 
tenance. People are leaving their employments in the towns and they 
are going away to the rural areas thoughtlessly without knowing what 
they would do there. They only think that by doing so they would 
anyhow save themselves from the aerial attack. So I say that the 
Provii^pial Government must look to them. If small industries are 
opened in the rural areas, as has been done in China, they would not 
only supply the necessaries and requirements of the people but would 
also give employment to a very large section of the public who have 
been or who would be thrown out of employment. 

Then«^ with regard to Education and other matters, I would not 
refer to them in detail but one particular item I shall refer to and that 
item is adult education. I say this because (no doubt those who are 
receiving primary education is our future generation but) it is the 
present generation which would really have to face the present-day 
situation of the world. So, there must be adequate facilities for adult 
education. Teach the people the real value of things around them 
and not to be taken away by this slogan or that slogan. 

Last of all, I would like to say something as to the amount which 
has been allotted for bringing about communal harmony. I would ask 
for more. T am one of those who think that this is a matter on which 
any amount spent will be well-spent. At any cost, communal harmony 
ought to be established but I w^ould w’arn against particular party 
interests being advanced through this back-door. Ileal harmony must 
be established; real amity and (‘oncord must be promoted between the 
two communities. I think, Sir, this is an opportune time for a move 
in that direction, because this w^ar has to a considerable extent wiped 
*^ut t]ie internal dissensions and so the present time is ripe for estab- 
lishing communal harmony and for mutual understanding of the 
eternal truth that India is one and indivisible and that what we want 
to be saved is a Bengal, whole *and united, and not simply a Hindu 
or a Muslim Bengal. 

Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL; Sir, I must confess 
that Bengal’s Budget Estimate for the ensuing year falls much below 
popular expectation but when w’e take into consideration the fact that 
it is mostly a legacy of the past, we appreciate that the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister has in addition to that legacy been immensely handi- 
capped by the menacing International situation. We have nothing 
but words of praise for his Nation-saving budget. With the alarming 
situation in the Far East, we did not and cannot look to any 
spectacular lead in budget-making. As such, it was but natural to 
expect that the old deficit will continue and that a lump-sum provision 
will have to be made for Civil Defence. Sir, I do not for a moment 
question the propriety of such a big allotment for Civil Defence. But 
may I take the liberty* to enquire if any well-thought out scheme for 



186 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[23ed Fbb., 


effective Civil Defence has been drawn up? We are anxious to have 
further and fuller details regarding the measures which the Govern- 
ment propose to adopt for the preservation of internal security of (Vir 
beloved Bengal. People of Bengal expect this popular Ministry to 
disclose to what extent effective steps have been or are being taken 
to tackle various problems of the evacuees. The moffusil towns and 
villages have been over-crowded with refugees and it is therefore 
essential that adequate and urgent steps should be taken to improve 
the sanitation, food supply, etc., in these areas so that no epidemic 
or famine may break out. 

I may also state that the Cabinet will earn the eternal gratitude of 
the people if they chalk out a constructive policy by organising a 
national militia, subsidising armament and anti-air craft factories and 
by effecting an immediate repeal of the Indian Arms Act. 

Sir, another important feature of the budget is the allotment of 
one lakh of rupees for the promotion of communal harmony in Bengal. 
I take this opportunity to congratulate the Government on their 
far-sighted policy of restoring communal amity and hope that they 
will achieve the whole-hearted support from all quarters for their 
sincere efforts in this direction. 

Coming to the general items of expenditure, I may point out that 
steps should immediately be taken towards effective protection of the 
Bajshahi town against erosion of the river Padma. A comprehensive 
scheme should be drawn up in collaboration with the Bajshahi muni- 
cipality, Bajshahi district board and the Bajshahi association, so 
that the town may be saved. 

In connection with grants for miscellaneous purposes or sdientifiu 
research, I may mention that some provision should be made for the 
Bangiya Sahitya Purishad as an encouragement towards their splendid 
fiervices. 

•Sir, it is admitted that Civil Defence has over-shadowed all other 
items of expenditure in the present budget. But the country expects 
much more from the present national Coalition Government whose 
sound judgment and enormous capacity for work conducive to the 
welfare of the nation is too wellknown. 

We, therefore, hope that side by side with effective Civil Defence 
or Nation-saving measures, the Government will devise ways and means 
60 that literacy may spread, diseases disappear and the exploitation of 
the poor creases to exist. 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, I find 
that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is not present in the House. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am taking 
dawn notes for him. *’ 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, with some curiosity 
I read the financial statement of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
with a view to see if there was any light in that statement of a new 
policy that is likely to be initiated by the new Ministry. But 
I must say that I ha^e been, as most of us who have already spoken 
from^both sides of the House have stated that they have been, dis- 
appointed. The Hon’ble Minister has ^iven some reasons. He has 
stated before the House that they had only two months at their 
disposal to frame their budget and that only three weeks' time was 
left to draw up the whole budget. That is true; bat as the present 
system, is a parliamentary system of Government, every party has to 
keep its programme ready and should be always ready to come into 
ofiice. Sir, with a change of the MinistrJ^ not only some new persons 
come into ofiice but the whole programme of that party also comes in. 
So, it is absurd to say that it was not possible for them to be able to 
shape the Budget or to give effect to some at least of the important 
measures. So far as the present Budget is concerned, it has not got 
any new scheme worth the name to put foiward before the House. 

The next ground he has stated is that it is a w'ar-time budget. By 
war-time budget, 1 thought the budget would be a much more 
expensive budget but that is not the case. We have been hearing 
everyday that tlie present w’ar is a total w’ar, because it is being fought 
in every department of life. 

It is fought on the field, it is fought in the huts of the cultivators, 
it is fought in the factories; indeed it is fought in the cities as much 
it is fought in the battlefields. Therefore, Sir, if we have got to stand 
M^p to^a war of such a character, namely, a total war, then we must 
look^t all aspe(ds of life. Sir, we have heard that every effort is made 
to destroy the morale of the nation by first of all destroying the food 
crops and by demoralising the* industrial workers and labourers and 
bringing discontent among them. In this wuiy, war is won and lost. 
Therefore, the normal working of all the departments is neglected by 
the Government in the name of w^ar, in the name of fighting the w^ar 
or rather of shirking the w^ar. I submit that this is no ground or 
excuse w'hich can justify the Budget as presented by the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister. 

The budget has got its good points as well as its bad points, but 
most of the good points, I submit, are inherited from the past Govern- 
ment and the Hon’ble Finance Minister has himself admitted it. 
Although I contend that w^hatever good points the budget exhibits has 
been inherited from the preceding Government, yet there are some 
objectionable features, too, with which I would like to deal. One of 
the good things which the w'ar has given is an opportunity to improve 
the industries of this country, to expand our industries. It is nece.ssary 
that our own Industrie should be established on a sound footing not 
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only to meet our civil neede but also to supply our war needs. It is 
said that India is now producing something like 22 million varieties of 
items required for the war. If that is so, what advantage is our 
Government taking of this situation? Whatever industry this province 
has got belongs to foreigners. Most of the large-scale industries of this 
province belong to non-Indians and the major portion of the rest belongs 
to non-Bengalees. Sir, one of the largest industries in the world is the 
jute industry of India, and this industry, with the exception of a 
relatively small portion, belongs to the European community. So^ 
unless the State steps in to the assistance of the people of this province, 
there cannot be any chance of this province being industrialised. My 
friend Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta stated that nowhere in this world 
does the State take up any industrial enterprise. Sir, that was the 
slogan which used to be enunciated bj^ capitalists and that was the 
slogan which we hear in India where capitalist rule still persists. But 

1 may say that even some of the Native States have established 

large-scale industries within a few years only which could not 

have been done in a century, if left in private hands. There- 

fore, if in Bengal we entertain any hope of establishing large-scale 
industries for solving the unemployment problem, it can only be done 
by the intervention of the State. The State must come forward and 
come forward in time when the difficulties as well as the opportunity 
are both there. I admit that there are difficulties in obtaining machinery 
as well as of getting expert advice; but these difficulties are more than 
counter-balanced by the monopoly that we have got after the closure 
of foreign markets. Private industries will grow up after the State 

intervenes and starts its own industry; and then Bengal will 

permanently benefit and prosper in the industrial field. 

I 

Next, I come to the budget itself. I shall deal with only one or 
two items of the budget. First of all, I shall take the Publicity 
Department which requires examination. In that department we have 
two lump sums which are provided for in the budget. One is a sum 
of 2 lakhs for “office and miscellaneous”. Sir, the total provision for 
this department in the budget is a little over four lakhs and the 
allotment under one head, namely, “Miscellaneous” amounts to 

2 lakhs — there is no description nor any detail whatever as regards 
its nature and on what this “Miscellaneous” allotment will be spent, 
nor do we know" what is the Government’s policy with regard to this 
item. 

Sir, the next item is communal harmony. I do not quarrel over 
this — indeed, I very much congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
for the closing words in his speech and the sentiments that he haa 
expressed there about the need for communal harmony. Every one 
will agree with him and no one would quarrel with him when he says 
that if communal harmony can be established in this province by 
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toy means whatsoever, it will be of great benefit to the country as a 
whole. But may I ask him if he has any scheme or if he has provided 
this money without knowing how he is going to spend it? What does 
this one-lakh scheme consist of? It is impossible to examine the 

provision in the ab^nce of any concrete scheme or to give our 

suggestions on it or criticise it. And who knows that, instead of 
leading to communal harmony, it may not after all lead to communal 
disharmony and discord? I do not know^ whether it has been purposely 
kept as a sealed thing in order to enable the Ministers to spend the 
money for party propaganda or for the benefit of political groups, 
rather than for the advantage of the whole country. I do not know^ 
how ii will be spent. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister elsew'here 

has stated that he has called upon the members of the perma- 
nent services to frame a scheme. But it seems to be absurd 
to ask^ this House to commit itself to this policy of spending 

a lakh of rupees on communal harmony without the Ministry' itself 
knowing anything about the scheme on w'hich it is going to spend this 
money. How are they going to solve the communal problem b> 
spending this money? It is their duty and the Ministry owe it tf) this 
House that not only they should come forward with a definite 
proposal but they must give us some outline of the details of the 
scheme which they propose to give effect to. We do expect that the 
Ministry should at least give this House an undertaking that before 
they spend this one lakh of rupees, they w'ill get the sanction of the 
House to the scheme, if they really want to bring about amity and 
peace in the country. Sir, I w'anted to address the Hon 'hie Finance 
Minister in his presence, but I am sorry to find that he is not present 
in the House 

The Hon’hie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; I am taking 
notes and wdll convey to him dwhat the honourable member is saying. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: 1 am grateful to the 
Hon’ble Leader of the House. 

If your sentiments are genuine as regards communal harmony, — 
and I hope they are genuine, — then you must demonstrate them by 
action. If on the one hand you start prosecuting persons of other 
parties and your political opponents and on the other you speak of 
communal harmony on the floor of the House, then, it amounts to 
nothing short of rank hypocrisy. 

The next item to which I want to draw the attention of the 
Government is: what the Government is doing to deal with the situa- 
tion that the country will face soon. You know, Sir, that war is coming 
closer to Bengal every day. In fact, it is said that the Bay of Bengal 
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has become the scene of the activities of Japanese and German sub- 
marines and it is natural to think that when they have possessed all 
the bases right from Moulmein to the tip of Singapore, they will 
utilise them for the purpose of raiding this land of ours. The resuljt 
will be that the city of Calcutta, the greatness and importance of 
which is entirely due to its commercial character, will be closed for 
the purpose of import and export. Again, Sir, the main item of 
export, namely, jute, which is grown in large quantity in Bengal, 
will be seriously affected : factories will be bound to close down except 
for military purposes. The railways will not be able to carry heavy 
goods; for as soon as there is a raid in Calcutta, the port of Calcutta 
will be completely blocked. The harvest season is near at hand. In 
the middle of December, before the Japanese declared war, the last 
Government decided to restrict the growth of jute. Has the present 
Government taken up that policy? Jute, which is in the hand§ of the 
cultivators, must be sold and if the Government do not take up this 
question — at least there is no indication that they are going to revise 
their policy seriously — and solve the cultivators’ difficulties, there 
will be a big gap in the price of jute between what they are getting 
now and what they will get in future. Bengal is still an importer of 
food-crops. Saigon is completely and wholly closed to us as an 
exporter of food-crop. Bangoon is in danger of being closed to us. 
Therefore, what will be our food position? If the Government does 
not take up the question immediately and give necessary instruction 
to the cultivators to restrict their jute cultivation and then substitute 
jute by food-crops, you will create a situation in the province which 
will be difficult to solve and which will lead to much of the discontent 
of which my friend Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta has already spoken. 

Sir, the Agriculture Department — a department in which t ^usecf 
to take some interest — is one of the primary departments in time of 
war, and so its budget allotment will have to be looked into carefully. 
In the year 1941-42, the budget estimate was for Es. 55 lakhs, whereas 
for the year 1942-43 it is Es. 50 lakhs. Thus, there is a fall of 5 
lakhs. Instead of further sums being allotted for the improvement of 
this department, there is a definite decrease of 5 lakhs. There is a 
decrease on the head ‘ * Agricultural Demonstration”, a subject which 
has been repeatedly receiving the attention of both Houses of Legisla- 
ture. Now, Sir, we have achieved much in our test fields and in our 
laboratories; but most of these results have not been taken to the door 
of the agriculturists and that can only be done by demonstration. The 
budget estimate for 1941-42 on this item was Es. 3 lakhs 43 thousand 
whereas for the year 1942-43 it is Es. 1 lakh 79 thousand and there is 
thus a drop of Es. 1 lakh 64 thousand on Demonstration alone. Then, 
Sir, comes Agricultural Education. The policy of the last Govern- 
ment was that within a measurable time, possibly within two or 
three years, there shmild be provided for the province, if agriculture 
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has to be improved, at least a thousand demonstrators to carry the 
message of the laboratories to the door of the agriculturists and for 
that purpose they evolved a plan for mass agricultural education. In 
1941-42 the revised budget estimate was Us. 1 lakh 47 thousand, 
whereas the budget estimate for the year 1942-43 is Es. 1 lakh 14 
thousand. So there is a fall by Es. 33 thousand. 

There is another item “Grants-in-aid, Contributions, etc.” Tii 
1941-42, the budget estimate was Es. 1 lakh two thousand, whereas for 
the year 1942-43 it is Es. 27 thousand. There is a decrease of Es. 75 
thousand. That is the position, Sir. 

There^ is increase in one item and that increase is in respect of 
botanical and other public gardens. The House perhaps knows that 
these gardens are the Eden, Curzon and the Dalhousie, including of 
course, the Botanical Gardens. The Government of Bengal spent in 
the year 1941-42 Es. 1 lakh 64 thousand and for the year 1942-43 it is 
Es. 1 lakh 68 thousand. Therefore, there is an increase by Es. 2 
thousand for maintaining and beautifying these public gardens. In 
regard to th^ improvement of the lot of the agriculturists, I have 
already read out to you the policy enunciated by the Government. 
That finishes, Sir, my observations with regard to the budget. I do 
not touch the other subjects. 

Next I want to raise the question of the Sales tax. Tliis tax shows 
an income of Es. 1 crore. When this tax was being imposed, we 
demanded an assurance from the then Government that 50 per cent, of 
this or in definite figures Es. 50 lakhs should be utilised for the 
purpose of improving primary education. For the last 9 years, the 
ot primary education has been suffering for want of finance. 
Taxes liave been imposed in many districts. As a matter of fact, many 
districts have been paying this tax without being able to introduce 
compulsory primary education only due to the fact that sufficient 
finances could not be provided by the Government. The then Govern- 
ment gave us an assurance that Es. 50 lakhs out of this new sales tax 
would be utilised for primary education but we find that only a paltry 
sum of Es. 5,85,000 is being devoted to primary education and 
the balance is utilised under the head “General Administration ! 
I thought, Sir, as this matter is of greater importance than 
many others, the present Government would allot a larger amount of 
money for primary education. But we are disappointed. This, 
I submit, is entirely due to the wrong policy that is being 
followed. We find that extraordinary expenditure is being met 
from the ordinary taxations. Go in for borrowing or do some- 
thing substantial, for example, utilise money from capital expen- 
diture to meet such charges as A.E.P. work, providing slit trenches, 
providing protection but do not meet those charges from ordinary 
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teventies. If you do bo, the nfcstiU will be that you will be encroach-^ 

ing upon the ordinary ' administrative ddties; Nobody wiU grudge if 
you borrow' money or impose emergency taxation to meet these charges. 
Do not take money from the nation-building departpients and starve 
them in the name of war. Under the head “Jute restriction*^, there 
is a provision of Us. 37 lakhs. On the floor of this House an under- 
taking was given by the then Finance Minister that this amo^^nt will 

be entirely utilised for the improvement of jute. Some 8,000 persons 
were appointed under the Jute Regulation Scheme. Mr. Kamini 
Kumar Dutta has cast a fling at the last Ministry on the ground that 
they were appointed for the maintenance of the supporters of the last 
Ministry. But I see that this army of 8,000 men are still ^there and 
it is poftsible for them to remain there or perhaps it has been possible 
for them to remain there after having changed their allegiance and 
becoming the helots of the present Ministry. If that is so, we agree 
on both ways. When that Ministry was in office, I raised this question 
whether these 8,000 people were any more necessary as most of the 
works relating to Jute Restriction was finished, namely, preparation of 
eurvey of jute fields and keeping of records, and the only Vorks remain- 
ing to be done were issuing of licenses. We then demanded a reduction 
in the number of the staff. The then Finance Minister gave us an 
assurance that they would’ examine that question of reduction. One 
plea may be advanced for their retention and that is that these people 
will be thrown out of employment. Now, Sir, there are 101 ways to 
employ these young men. Young men are being trained in various 
departments of Government now. These 8,000 people may be provided 
there. There are hundreds of ways in which this can be done. 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta says that these men go about ^ith jjats 
on their heads and with shirts and shorts on. What is supposed 
to be their work of rural uplift is, according to Mr. Dutta, merely 
personal enjoyment. I agree with ,him. Therefore, this 37 lakhs of 
rupees should have been and could have been reduced to the amount of 
8 or 10 lakhs, and as the then Government gave an undertaking that 
the receipts from the Sales tax would be utilised for giving some relief 
to the jute-growers and not be merged in the general administration, 
this should also have been done. Rupees 35 lakhs are being taken 
away this year for the purpose of maintaining this large army of 
workers and only 2 lakhs is left for improving the condition of the jute 
workers or for providing better marketing facilities or for giving 
relief in some other way. But this sum of Rs. 2 lakhs have instead 
been appropriated towards the cost of the General Administration. 
So, Government on account of this extra work on A.R.t. and Civil 
Defence, costing about. 4 crores,^ have had to make an inroad upon the 
revenue accounts in the budget and* upon the essential nation-saving 
works which will seriously affect the condition of the poor .agriciil- 
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turists. I do li6pe, therefore, that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
will redeem the promise that the previous Finance Minister g'ave here, 
and that in a short time lie will revise the budget and frame his own 
pfilicy in this matter. 

Mr. BIRElfDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY. Sir, I rise to 
congratulate the H<*nourahle Minister oi Fiiiaii(‘e on the budget which 
he has placed be! ore the l.eg:isiature. I a))])reciute fully the difticulties 
with whi(‘h he had to gra]iple in framing the budget which we are 
discussing now. In the first place he had bartdy tw*' montlis time at 
his dis])(jsal. Secondly, the accession of liie ])re>eut Ministers to office 
synchronised with the declaration of war by Ja])an. As a result of it, 
circumstan(‘es which weie already out of joint, became absolutely 
abnormal. As external dangers thicdvcncd. the ditticiilties confronting 
the Government correspondingly multiplied. 

In view of these facts. Sir, it will be unbecoming on my part to 
criticise the budget for many of the omissions from whicdi it suiters. 
In fact, the Hon’ble Finance Minister has himself (‘4)nfessed that 
the budget which he was placing before the House was not so much a 
nation-building one, as it was primarily and essentially a nation- 
saving one. I shall, therefore, be doing an injustice to him if T do 
not confine my remarks this afternoon as far a8‘iH)ssible to tlie problems 
of Civil Defence. 

1 am glad. Sir, that in the recent Conference at New Delhi the 
Government of Hengal secured favourable terms at the hands of the 
Central Government regarding Civil Defence expenses in this 
province. It is also a soiina* of great satisfaction that the (hvil 
•"BSTbnee activities of the Provincial (jovernment will not be very much 
hampered by central interference. The Civil Defence De])artment 
of the Government of India will only co-ordinate such activities of 
the provincial Governments, buf* will not c*ontrol them as they might 
have clone under the ])revious arrangement. 

The Government of Bengal has, therefore, an opportunity of 
organising the Civil Deienc’c De]»artment on us comprehensive a basis 
as possible. Some time ago the pul)lic- webmmed with enthusiasm tlie 
announcement that one of the Iloiiourahle Ministers has b(‘en pbacod 
in charge of (’ivil Defcmce. But it appears that there has been a 
misuiiderstanding in this regard. He has not been placed in charge 
of the Civil Defence Department, which in fact does not exist at all 
but he has been made r^sjmnsible only for co-ordinating the activities 
of differenf departments in resjiect of Civil Defence. Frankly speak- 
ing, I do not, Sir, like the arrangements which have been made so 
far in this field. Possibly most of these arrangements are a legacy 
of the previous Government. Sut this legai^ is a liability which the 
present Ministry might have retused ta accept. At present we find 
13 
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Civil Defence activities are being carried on partly by the Home 
Department, partly by the Revenue Department, partly by the Depart-^ 
ment of Local Self-Government, paitly by the Public Works Depart^ 
ment, partly by the Commerce Dei)artment and partly by wLom ?ve 
do not know. As a result of the existing arrangements, planning and 
co-ordination have become not only very difficult, but unduly 
expensive as well. So far as we know, it is the concern of theH^ublic 
Works Depariment to open trenches and to build shelters, it is the 
concern of the Commerce Department to provide for the maintenance 
of necessary food and other supplies in the city of Calcutta and its 
suburbs in times of emergency, it is the concern of the Revenue 
Department to arrange for the civil evacuation of the city, it is the 
concern of the H(»me Department through the Civil Defence Director 
and the Commissioner of Police to organise and maintain the A. R. P. 
organisation and tlie Civic Guards. In view of this distribution of 
work, T am really at a loss to know as to what real responsibility has 
been assigned to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Defence 
himself. 

1 believe, Sir, it is high time for the j^resent Ministry to think 
about the establishment of a full-fledged Department of (4vil Deferu’e 
so that this de])artment may undertake as far as practicable all the 
activities which are now' distributed among so many dei)artmenls. 
The Minister in charge of sucdi a department will have the opj)ortuuity 
of thinking comi)r*eli(Misively and acting with one mind in re'<])ec.t of 
all these different branches. 

To-day these ditferent functions are being discdiarged, more oi less, 
haphazardly and disjointcdly without much of reterence to their 
oo-relation. If they are assigned to one Minister in (diarge " oi 
comi^reliensive department, their planning will be more scientitfc and 
their execution more smooth and ellicient. 1 do not mean, Sir, that 
the Ministry in tdiarge of Civil Defence will be a watertight com])art- 
ment without utilizing the services of any other department. What 
I do mean is that this Department should be i)rimarily responsible foi 
the dis(diarge of all res]Kmsibility regarding Civil Defence. For the 
efiicient discharge of ])ortit)ns of this res])onsibility, the Minister may 
of (5fturse use other departments as his instrument. The primary 
res])onsibility should, however, be his and his alone. 

In case the Civil Defence Department is actually created, I have 
no doubt about it, Sir, that the administration will become more 
siniide, less exi)ensive and more efficient. At present quite an army 
of highly paid I. C. S. officers has been drafted to Civil Defence w'ork 
ia its different aspects. As to the activities of many of these officers 
the public has very little knowledge and Information. For instance, 
it has been gazetted that lifiT. Stevens of the Home Department hag 
been appointeil Civil Defence Director, Calcutta Area, and 



1942 .] 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


145 


Mr. Kitchin has been appointed his Personal Assistant. It has also 
been given out that Mr. Ellis who is in the Judicial branch of the 
Indian Civil Service and was until recently the Kegistrar on the 
•Appellate Side of the Calcutta High Court, has been appointed Special 
Officer, Civil Defence, Calcutta. It should be known that already a 
full-fledged controlling staff for A. R. P. work in Calcutta does exist. 
In t^is staff also there are at least three T. (\ S. officers. It should 
also be known that for (Mvic Guard Organisation there is one special 
Deputy Commissioner at work at Lalbazar. In view of these facts 
we are completely at a loss to know as to what either Mr. Stevens or 
Mr. Kitchin or Mr. Ellis may be doing. I am certain, Sir, the 
Ministry should look into the duties and functions which these gentle- 
men are at present performing and wliether these duties required at all 
the services of so highly-paid civilian officers like them. 

I should also point out, Sir, that in addition to civilian officers I 
have named and in addition to those engaged as Contiollers of A. R. V. 
Org'anisation in Calcutta, two other T. C. S. officers have been posted 
in the Department of Local Self-Government and Public Health. One 
is employed as Additional Secretary and the other as Liaison Officer, 
both for (/ivil Defence purposes. This random appointment of so 
many of these officers a])i)ears. Sir, to indicate that all on a sudden 
some person somewhere was seized with a |)anic and unabh‘ to think 
coolly and act deliberately, drafted whomsoever was at the elbow for 
Civil Defence work. There wos a time. Sir, wdien we were taught to 
believe that members of tin* h(‘aven-born service were the most effi(‘ient 
civil servants in the world, able tc) undertake^ any difficult work and 
capable of rising ecpial to any eventuality. Idiis d(»gnia that \ve must 
implicit and absolute confidtmee in the imurjbers of the LC.S. 
has* been long exploded. Tin* jjostiiig of a largi* gang of these 
men should not inspire any confidence in us that Civil D'dencc 
work is being performed witlu necessary ability. On the contrary, 
Sir, it is an established fact to-day that none are more w ithout imagina- 
tion, without elasticity and without ca])acity to react to mwv circum- 
stances and conditions than the T. C. S. offi<*ers, 'riiey are the least 
able to arouse ])o])ular enthusiasm and enlist po})ular symj)athy and 
support. And it is these virtues, Sir, which are indispimsable for 
success in Civil Defence W’ork. 

I should also. Sir, point out not in a sjjirit of carping criticism 
but by woy of drawing the attention of the Government that the 
controlling staff' of the A. R. P. organisation both for Calcutta and for 
the districts has been largely recruited from superannuated offfeers 
who may be interested in drawing a handsome salary in addition to 
their pension, but who have lost their zest and enthusiasm for WM)rk. 
It is no doubt veiw’ natural for the Government to turn to those men 
who had been its officers not long ago. But it should be definitelj 
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known tliat times are out of joint and the work of the A. K. P. or^^n- 
nisation is out of the ordinary. It requires not merely routine 
administrative experienee, but it requires other virtues w'hich one 
may seldom notice in retired Deputy Magistrates and police otficers*^: 
It passes my understandinf^ how the most responsible work of orpfanis- 
inf? and controlliiif? A. K. P. machinery can be entrusted lo i)erson> 
who have lost ihe elasiicitv ()f their mind alio^ether. ^ 

What is wanted, Sir, is the establishment of a full-fledged l)e])ar!- 
ment of Civil Defence under the control of one of the Ilon’ble Ministers 
who will be assisted by a Secretary, one Chief Officer or Director and 
a number of subordinate officers in charge of different branches ot 
Civil Defem*e. Tliis staff should be carefully (diosen and as far as 
])ossible it should be Indian in ])ersonnel. It will be for this staff to 
think out the planning and see to the execution of different aspects 
of Civil Defence. I have, Sir, wjinted this staff to be as far as possible 
Indian. I have reasons for it. Organisation of Civil Defence is as 
much a matter of intellect as of sentiment. I do not believe. Sir, that 
a European staff will arouse as mmdi confidence in the ])eo])le today 
as Indian officers. For the actual control of A. li. P. organisation 
also only those officers who have not only shown imagination and 
enter])rise in other fields of work but who have made themselves really 
])opular in the localities they have served, should be chosen. 

Before, Sir, I finish this speech I may touch upon one or two 
essentials of the A. R. P. work. First of all I may refer to the 
provision of alternative water-supply in the city of Calcutta. Here 
we find the policy followed by the last Ministry has been little short 
of disastrous. Instead of accejiting the scheme of the Calcutta Corpo- 
ration and having it worked through that body, the previous GbVefil^" 
ment framed a scheme of its own and sank some tw^o thousand tube- 
wells through its owm agency in the city. The result is as might have 
been expected by all discerning jieople. Quite a large percentage of 
the wells whose water has been tested and found satisfactory has gone 
out of work already. If this is the iiosition today, what will be the 
stat(* of things when the regular water-supply may be stopped 
altogether? As for the maintenance of other supplies in Calcutta, we 
do not know, Sir, of any satisfactory arrangement being made so far. 
We have knowni only of some enquiries. Anybody who peeps into a 
provisiotfis shop today may satisfy himself that the existing stock, 
without being replenished, may pull us through only for a day or two. 
Many of those shops again w’ill be shut up as the first air-raid alert is 
sounded. It is high time, therefore, that some well-equipped central 
stores were opened by the Government itself in different localities, ar 
least tw'o and in some cavses three or four in every w’ard of the city. 
They must be manned by Government's own men and work under the 
supervision of the Civil Defence Department. 
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Before I sit down, Sir, I may speak a few words about first-aid, 
about the entertainment ot serious casualties and prolonged treatment 
of the latter cases. So far as I know, a number of first-aid centres 
kas been opened. But most of them art* without any equipment what- 
ever. I am certain, Sir, if raid takes ])lace today, men may go i/o 
a first-aid centre but tlie doctors who have been appointed may have 
only* to look on without being able to do anything. As for serious 
casualties. Sir, it is a matter of the deepest regret to me that no 
arrangement worth the name has so fur been made. In the wliole of 
Bengal there are not more than eight thousand beds alt()gether in the 
hospitals. Of these nearly four thousand are in Calcutta. Even if all 
the exLsting patients are asked to vacate, the hos])itals cannot accommo- 
date more than eight thousand air-raid victims. Are we satisfied, 
Sir, that if raids actuall\ take idaci‘ tlieiv woubl b(‘ only eight thousand 
casualties? There is again the tact that not only lour thousand of 
these beds are in Calcutta but the most weil-('quipped ot the hos])itals 
are located in this city. If Calcutta is bombed, will these hos])itals 
be sate? The h()sj)itals of tht‘ Calcutta Medical ('ollege are certainly 
the best we have in Bengal. But the buildings, many of them are 
very old, virtually century-old. 1 do not knou , Sii‘, what arrange- 
ments the present Ministry is making m>t only to add to hospital 
facilities but to remove the base hospitals to sater places. In London, 
because the city itself was subject tj) bombing the number of beds in 
most hosj)itals was r(Mlu(‘ed and th(‘s(‘ hospitals aie bidng maintaimnl 
only as casualty (dearing cmitres. It is outside the danger zones 
that advatice base hos])itals and base hosjdtals have ln‘en set \ip with 
suitable number of beds. Jt is unfortunatt*. Sir, that in ('alcutta the 
])()li(y is Ix'ing pursued- In the ^Iialieal Colleg(‘ Hospitals 
alrendy the number of beds has been increased to about thousand. Jt 
seems that inst(‘ad of making arrangements for ])roper treatment of 
casualties, we are pre]>aring death tra]» ior them. J hope. Sir, the 
Ministry will look into this matter without delay. Either the city 
of (kilciitta should be compulsorily evacuated witlnmt loss of tinn* or 
the ])ublic should be assured as to sufficient arrahgiuneiits regarding 
water and food su])])li(*s and medical arrangcunents. 

Mft Jt Bi ROSS: Mr. Bresident, Sii, this ])irty feels thtJl the 
budget t)r()duced by the ITon’ble tin* Finance ^linister is as reasonable 
as can be ex]>ected under the circumstances. Tin* Brovincial (govern- 
ment is faced, on the one hand, with heavy (’ivil Defence expenditure 
and on the other hand it has an uncertain revenue positicui. Sir, the 
Hon’ble tlie Finance Minister has his difficulties. Civil l)efenc<? 
expenditure, in our otdnion, is unavoidable and absolutely essential. 
Since Bengal is now definitely within the danger zone, it is the 
responsibility of the Bengal Government to see that every possible 
measure is taken for the Civil Defence of the people against air-raids. 



148 


BUDGET DISCUSSTOX. 


f23iiD Feb., 


Government must continue to devote all its enerp^ies to this problem. 
The res])onsibility for Military" Defem'e* lies elsewhere. The total 
expenditure on Civil Defence for 1942-43 is estimated at Rs. 4 crores, 
but there should be no limit to this expenditure. Everything must? 
be done for the civil protection of the people and there should, there- 
fore, be no financial limit. Do the Civil Defence estimates,^ for 
example, include tlie cost of the relief centres outside Calcutta, as 

projiosed by the new Director of Civil Evacuation and Relief!^ Do 

they include the cost of tlie new report centres and the telephone 
services? Do they include the expenditure which Government may find 
it necessary io incur for stocking food su])])lies? Perha])s the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister might satisfy us on these points. 1 find that 
the revenue estimates ar(‘ based on the assum])tion that trade conditions 
in Calcutta and other important centres in the province will not be 
seriously disturbed by air-raids or other hostile activities. Revenue 
forecasts are, however, liable to be completely upset. Allowance has 
been made under the jute export duty for a de(U'ease of Rs. 35 lakhs. 
But in our view it is quite impossible to forecast with certainty what 
the revenues will be from this head. We realise that the Hon’ble the 

Finan(*e Minister has to produce a figure but any one who ('an forecast 

what shipping will be available in the next 12 months would be a very 
wise man. As regards the estimate of Rs. 1 crore from Sales Tax, well, 
this is the return which may be (ixpected, 1 think, in a normal year, 
but is it safe to assume that Rs. 1 crore will be received from this head 
in 1942-43? For G months of the current year the estimated revenue 
is only Rs. 25 lakhs. Perhaps the Hon’ble the Finance Minister might 
explain what ap])ears on the face of it a discrepancy, viz., Rs. 25 lakhs 
for the G months of the year 1941-42 and Rs. 1 crore tor the. ye^^ 
1942-4-> ! The position fully bears out the necessity stressed byi the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister of cutting down oil new' expenditure 
unless it is virtually unavoidable. We^ shall be the last Party in this 
House to suggest any interference wdth the nation-building schemes; 
but excejdional circumstances liave to be taken into consideration and 
we feel that nation-saving must, for the period of the emergency, take 
the place of nation -building. In our o]) inion, expenditure must stand 
the test of wdiether it is unavoidable or whether it c(mld wait. On 
the whole, w’e think that the estimates meet the test and if we take 
one or two examples wdiicdi we consider might be open to criticism, we 
do at the same time consider that the Hon'ble the Finance Minister 
has faced an unjdeasant task honestly and squarely. Examples of 
expenditure wdiich it occurs to us could either wait or could to some 
extent be curtailed are — 


(a) The expenditure of Rs. 3,50,0{K) for setting up 207 additional 
Debt Settlement Boards. Are tliere not in existence a number of Boards 
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now, the lives of whicli are almul to expire, and which could be 
given a renewal of their terms of office? Could not a c*ertain amount 
of saving be effected by that? 

• (/)) Expenditure on jute regulation. This is necessary expenditure 
but I would ask whether' it is not too high. The original cost of jute 
regulation w^as estimated at about 22 lakhs buf according to the 
revisecP estimate Ihe cost has increased to aboui -U lakhs annually. 
The only explanation offered for this increase in the lied Book here 
is that the cost has proved greater than was originally anticipated. 
That is not very much of a reason to justify an imnease of 12 lakhs. 
Could not jute regulation be given a more ex])licit descri]>tion in the 
Red Book than the description of (dher charges under “Agriculture”? 

(c) The next item that we critiidse relates t(^ the rei'eipts from the 
Motor Spirit Sales Tax. It is noted that these recei])ts an* now 
expe(‘ted to bring in only o lakhs in 1942-4d instead of tlie 12 lakhs 
w^hich it was originally antitdjiated would be re(‘eived from this tax. 
Tlk object of this tax was to supi>lement the annual subvention from 
the Central Road Fund so as to make ])ossible the (‘ontinuance of the 
existing scale of road ex]>enditure. Does not the restriidion in the 
yield from this tax necessitate, as a necessary (‘orollary, a tem])orary 
reduction in tlie existing scale of road exj)enditure ? 

Then, we notice apj)earing under the head “fJeneral A<lministra- 
tion” a sum of one lakh for the item — “Promotion of communal 
harmony.” Well, Sir, we are the last fbu’ty to i)ut any obstacb* in 
the way of bringing about harmony between the two main communities 
in this country and we wish the Ministry every success in its efforts in 
this direction. We feel, however, from the financial ])oint of view 
ilifS^a^mniunal harmony (*annot be bought. Communal harmony c-an 
only f)e attained by good-will and, determipat ion on the part of the 
leaders of the various communities; and neither one lakh nor 10 lakhs 
will ))roduce it as long as those Baders are and remain at loggeiheads. 
That is our view in regard to this item of ex])enditure ; it s(*ems to us 
that it is an unfair call on the j)ockcts of the taxj)ayers. But my 
remarks are (|ualified to this extent that wc are ])re])ared to wait and 
see and criticise the Hon’ble Finance Minister’s scheme or the (lovern- 
ment’s scheme. Like my friend over there wlio spoke on th(‘S(‘ lines 
but who is not here now, we would like an o])p()rtunity to discuss that 
scheme when it is ready for discussion. 

The estimated revenue deficit of one crore and 5 lakhs, c.oupled 
with an estimated sur])lus outside the revenue ac(‘ount of 70 lakhs 
reduces the closing balance at the end of the ensuing year to 78 lakhs. 
This closing balance, however, has been built up with borrowed money 
amounting to one crore and 85 lakhs, which will be the amount due 
to the Government of India on the dlst March 1943, on account of Civil 
Defence expenditure advances. As against this, the Finance 
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Minister pointed out tliat there will be an asset of 2 crores and 20 
lakhs in the shape of advances to agriculturists. The heavy 
expenditure during the current year on loans to Agriculturists and 
others has no doubt been unavoidable; but it is alarming to find tl^at 
on the 1st April, 1942, there is to be a sum of no less than 2 crores- 
56 lakhs outstanding in respect of loans to agriculturists and others. 
Doubtless, a crore out of this consists of recent loans granted to culti- 
vators and others affected by cyclone and floods. What is the position 
as regards the balanc'eJ^ What proportion c»f it stands in arrears for 
a period of years and when will it be recovered? If the Government 
is to take the pla(‘e of money-lenders for the purpose of supplying 
rural credit. Government must ])ursue a strict ])olicy as regardsj recovery 
of these loans. During the budget discussion last year I made the 
following remarks in regard to such loans: — 

“The danger here as wc see it is that no matter how good the record 
of the agriculturists in the matter of repaying loans, the record of the 
Co-o})erative I)ei)artment as a c(dlecting agency has not been creditable. 
In the opinion of the* European Party, therefore, it is desirable that a 
very close check sliould be kept on this new vcnUire and to enable it 
to be dont‘ by members of the House. T suggest that (juarterlv or half- 
yearly statements oi advances and recovciies should be laid on the 
table.” 

I make that recommendation again to our lU'w Minister for his 
favourable consideration. We sliould like to have a statement of 
Government’s intentions with regard to the recovery of loans of over 
a crore of rupees advanced to agriculturists and others during the 
current year. 

As regards the decision to take ov(*r land mortgage banks, alVii 
it may have been unavoidable. Government are losing the security of 
the Provincial Co-operative Bank for the jiayment of these loans and 
the change I think should have been'jin'ceded by the netting up of a 
Central Mortgage Bank which would have jirovided a comjiarable 
security to that of the Central Provincial Co-operative Bank. 

Finally, I would like to stress the necessity, under existing condi- 
tions, for the co-o])eration of all parties in the face of a common 
danger and, for the time at any rate, the abandonment of ordinary 
political opposition in favour of constructive critieiMn. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Mr. President, 1 should at the outset 
like U) congratulate the Hon'ble Finance Minister on the very able 
statement with regard to the financial position of the province that he 
has })resented to this House. In a way, as he ha.> himself said in the 
course of his budget speech, this is not his budget. Some of the 
criticisms which might be directed agaiu'^t the budget will be addressed 
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to the wrong quarter. Attacking the present budget is like flogging 
a dead horse, for the old Ministry responsible for framing the major 
portion of the budget is dead. The new Ministry have had little time 
Jo alter it according to their plans. 

As has just now been remarked by my friend Mr. Boss, this is a 
time^when in spite of political dilferences wliicli we might have had in 
the past, we should unite in the face nf a common danger. Therefore, 
criticism of the budget should be in a constructive spirit. This applies 
equally to members on both sides of the House. Siiu'e the last budget 
discussion, and in fact since tlio last session, then* ha. betoi sliifting of 
places ui this House, and we have come to unai'customcd seats. Our 
remarks have to be (dianged in temi»er and (*olour, and 1 would re(|uest 
members of the new Opposition to exhibit the same spirit and otter the 
same tyjie of constructive suggestions which we in tlu* past tried to 
press on the Ministry in ]mwer at that time. 

With tliese jireliminary remarks, 1 come to discuss the dilferent 
items in the budget ])roj)osals of the llon'ble Financt‘ Minister. One 
feature which has struck honourable members of this Iloust* is the very 
great increase in the expenditure of the (bvil Secretariat during the 
past b or t» years. This exj)enditure has been (‘ontinnally increasing 
since 19d7. In the year 19dl-d2, on account of the abnormal conditions 
which obtained at that time, thei*e was a drastic* reduction in the expen- 
diture of the ( ivil Secretariat. But from Utdo an ui)ward trend is 
visible and I am sorry to observe that that tendency is noticc‘able in the 
present budget as w'ell. 1 suggest for the Ilon‘])le Minislio-’s considcoa- 
tion one or two items wliere there ma> be a reduction in i‘X])('nditure 
without in anv wav im])airing the eftici<‘nc\ of the Oivil Secretariat. 

topic W'hicli I would mention is one which jilso atVccts some of 
the rights and privileges of the Houses of the Legislature. Honourable 
members of this House know that some time* b(*fore the General 
Elections in H)d7, a post was created in'the S(*cretariat, the post of an 
Additional Secretary in tiie Home Deiiartment, in (diarge of (Constitu- 
tion and Elections. Now, Sir, at that time it was made (juite clear 
that this post should be held by a man whe^ had special knowdedge* of 
Political Science, one who knew (Jonstitutional Law. In violation of 
the usual procedure under whicli a member of the* Indian ( ivil Service 
would have been selected, the offi(*er recruited to tliis post (Mr. Gilchrist) 
belonged to the Indian Educational Service and tht* s])ecial sanction, 
of the Secretary of State was obtained for this. Mr. (iilclirist was the 
Reforms Commissi()ner and ex-oflicio Additifjnal Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal holding charge of the dejiartment of Constitu- 
tions and Elections in the Home Deimrtment. Now, Sir, the general 
elections are over and most of the (‘onstifutional (luestions have been 
settled. But yet that po.st once created tends, by the law of inertia, 
to persist. We find that even to-day the post is in existence. This, Sir, 
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is undesirable from several points of view. There is, first of all, the 
expenditure incurred by keeping this post for the I.C.S., which means 
that a very highly paid officer is retained. There is also a constitu- 
tional difficulty created on account of the retention of this post. All 
legislative matters of the tvro Houses of Ihe Legislature of this Province 
have to be dealt with through this Additional Secretary of Constitu- 
tion and Elections in the Home Department. Now, what is* the 
result? The result is that the Tjegislature becomes in many respects 
dependent upon a subordinate department of the Home Department 
of the Government of Bengal. Under the Government of India Act, 
all actions in ilie name of the Provincial Government have, no doubt, 
to be taken by the (iovcrnor as a<lvised by his Council of Mhiisters. 
In this case, the authority to wliicdj we have to refer continually, to 
which the Legislature has to refer continually, is not the Minister 
in the Home Departnnmt but the Secretary of Constitution and Elec- 
tions Department in the Home De])artment. Now, Sir, this anomaly 
might be easily solved if tlie two Secretaries of the two Houses of the 
Legislature are given tlie status of Sec retaries to the Government of 
Bengal, without, of course, the i)ay of the l.C.S. There would thus 
be a reduction in the expenditure if Ihe two Secretaries of the two 
Houses of the Legislature are given the status of Secretaries to the 
Government of Bengal and attached to their respective Leaders in the 
two Houses. We can tlien have direct access to the Government 
without the necessity of an expensive office whicdi today serves no 
other purpose except that of a post office, for the Additional Secretary 
of (hmstituHon and Elections is hardly anything more than a post 
office. Tf it be suggested tliat he lie]])s also in legislative matters, 
then one can very ])ertincntly ask what is the fumdion of the Secretary 
of the liCgislative Department? We liave another Secretary in , ‘ffm 
Legislative Department who advises Government in matters respect- 
ing all legislation and also on particular (‘onstitutional questions. 
Then, there is the liCgal Remefubrancer and tliere is also the Advocate- 
General. Therefore, Sir, this post of the Additional Secretary in 
charge of Constitution and Elections Dei)artment might very easily 
be abolished and any coi^sequent diffi(‘ulties might easily be met if 
the two Secretaries of the two Houses of the Legislature are given 
the status of Secretaries to the Government of Bengal. The conven- 
tion can be built up that whatever the presiding officers of the two 
Houses of the Legislature, the President and the Speaker, decide 
with regard to the business of the House, should be communicated 
through these Secretaries to the Leaders of the Houses, i.e., the 
Ministers, directly. There is also at present this anomalous position. 
Suppose, there is a recommendation by the Council or the Assembly 
Department. It has got to go through the Additional Secretary in 
the Constitution and Elections Department to the Minister concerned. 
Now, recommendation is usually made after consultation with the 
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presiding officer of the House. Yei when this goes to the Additional 
Secretary, he has technically the right to modify or change it. This 
is most anomalous, because the President and the Speaker represent 
thtt two Houses. Any recommendation which is made by the President 
or the Speaker should be taken as the expression of opinion or wish 
of the House. The President or the Speaker will not do anything 
which knight be derogatory to the dignity of the House, or which is 
not consistent with the general desire of the House. In any case, 
there is no use for the Additional Secretary, because the tw^o Houses 
are there to look after the (*(»nduct of the Pri‘>ident and tlie Speaker. 
They are the custodian and guardian of tlie riglits of tlie two Houses 
and the Houses are in return the in>pectors, if I may say so, of the 
conduct f)f the President and the Speaker. Therefort\ from this point 
of view also it is anomalous that there should be an Additional Secre- 
tary, a subordinate officer in the Home l)ej)artment who should be 
placed above the President and the Speaker and should be entitled to 
interfere w'itli a matter which ai>])ertains to tin* two Houses of the 
Legislature. Before 1 conclude, 1 would only mak(‘ one furtlier 
remark on this parti<iilar (juestion. In tht* (kuitral TiCgislature, it 1 
am not mistaken, the Secretaries to the (k)iin(*il of State and the 
Indian Ijegislative Assembly have also the status oi Seci'ctaries to the 
Government of India, though the salary which they draw is not the 
same as drawm by the I.C.S. Secretaries of the (lovernment of India. 
I hope the Hon’ble the Finance Minister will keej) this ])oint in view'. 

The second thing to which I want to draw’ tin* attention of tlie 
Hon’ble Minister is the way in which the Defen(*e of India Rules are 
being abused by executive officers witliout a prior nd'erence being 
the (’ouncil of Ministers. My contention is, and 1 think the 
DefemV of India Act itseli bears it out, that officers of this province 
cannot act except under the orders of the provincial ( jovtu’iiment and 
the provincial Government in *such cases wdll always nnsin the 
Governor as advised by the Council ol Ministers. W e have learnt in 
reply to a certain (|uestion today that in many cases tliir^ w'as not 
done. I hope this expression of opinion in the Legislature will 
strengthen the Hon’ble Ministers to contest this jioiiit and to persuade 
His Excellency to see that there is no further abuse of the l)(‘fence of 
India Act in the manner in wdiicli it has been abused in tlie past. 

There is another item in the General Administration to which I 
want to draw' the attention of the Hon’ble the Financi* Minister. I 
find on pages 74-75 of the Red Book that for Rural Reconstruction 
work which is undertaken on the initiative of the district officers, 
there has been an increase of provision this year. At the same time, 
we find that last year Rs. 80,000 w'ere saved and could not be fully 
utilised. I would request the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to 
consider if the experience of the last year justifies this increase. 
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Could not this amount which has been added to that head be spent 
on some other sphere of activities where it could yield more economic 
result? I disagree with Mr. Boss when he says that nation-building 
schemes should not be undertaken unless they are unavoidable, that 
all avoidable expenditure must be stopped this year and the major 
portion should be spent or ear-marked for military objectives or 
Civil Defence. I would only say that in very many cases, the hation- 
building schemes come under Civil Defence. In very many cases, 
improvement of amenities and standard of life, improvement of com- 
munications and irrigation facilities, improvement of education, health 
and standard of life, in a word, improvement of material and human 
conditions in tlie province are the only way of elective Civil' Defence. 
If there i^ improvement in the material and human conditions in the 
province, tlien it will have — if not a direct, at least an indirect — 
bearing on tlie ((uehtion of Civil Defence: but this is a matter which 
I will take up later on. 


A final point with r(‘gard to the head “(jeneral Administration.” 

We would reciuest the Ministry to examiiu' I lie (piestion of the salary 

of Minisi(‘rs and the increased provision toi’ Parliamentary Secretaries. 

We WM)u1d re(|uest the Ministry to consider wliether it is not desirable 

that there should be no further provision under this liead but tliat out 

of the reduction in the salaries of Ministers, moneys should be found 

for payment of the salaries of Parliamentary Securtaries. T quite 

admit that the idea of Parliamentary Secretari(‘s working in an honorary 

capacity is difficult to conceive, for it is likely that they will not have 

their harmony enthusiasm lor ver\ long. So, provision must be mad e 

for their remuneration but this should be met out of a reduction, 

salary of the Ministers. The different })arties which constitute the 

present Ministry are practically committed to a much lower salary. 

I think the salary should not in any case be more than Bs. 1,500 a 

ii'.onth. We of (he Proja Party are i)ledged to a salary of Bs. 1,000 

and after the (Toneral Elections, we agreed to the addition of a 

sumptuary allowance of Bs. 500. in order to enable Ministers to meet 

ex])enses which they in general have to meet. This figure of Bs. 1,500 

should be the maximum be\ond which the present cabinet should not 

go. If that is done, then out of the surplus of Bs. 1,000 per Minister 

— an exception may be made in the case of the (.Tiief Minister, because 

his position is somewhat different — out of the saving of Bs. 1,000 for 

each Minister, money can be found for payment to Parliamentary 

Secretaries. It is agreed that if in this w’ay some money is saved, we 

can provide for Parliamentary Secretaries without any additional 

burden on the exchequer. There has been no change as yet in the 

figure of the Ministers’ salary, nor perhaps have they had the time 

to do so; but I sincerely hope that the Finance Minister will be good 
* « 
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enoug-ii tc) see his way to introduce in this very session a Bill 
regularising the position with regard to lilinisters’ salary. 

I may make another comment and tJiat is witli reference to the 
qtJestion of the President's and Speaker's salaries, wliicli liave not 
yet been settled. The^Bill came before tlii^ House fivt‘ >i‘ars ago but 
there was disagreement between the two lltuises. This disagreement 
could not be solved and has mu been solved up to this da>. because it 
could be solved only by a joint session oi tlie two Iloust^s. The last 
Ministry could not find time in the course of the Iasi o years to 

summon a joint session of the liegislature. 1 lu;^»e the ]>resent 

Ministry^ will find it possible to do so. 

With regard to the Police and Jails. 1 would make otily one remark 
on the notification issued by the Governimuit that tlie Chaukidari 
Enquiry Committee's Report is being examined and that Government 
will see how far they can give effect to the recommendations of that 

report. Sir, the question should be examined as early as ])ossible. 

It has always been a grievance with members of both Houses that the 
city poli(‘e should be paid for by the public ex(‘he()uer, whereas the 
lofval police is paid for by local contributions. This is a very anomal- 
ous position and 1 hope that the Ministry will examine the position 
and find out if this can be remedied. 

With regard to the general policy relating to these two dejtart- 
ments we find — and it is an item to which the Hon 'hie Finance 
Minister has himself drawn our attention in the Red Book — that there 
has been an increase in the provision for Tails and also for the Police. 
8o far as the police are concerned, it is understandable that in the 
troublous times in which we are living today and with the ever- 
possibility of cri.ses and civil commotion and internal disturb- 
ance — we hope that if anything untoward occurs it will be local and 
only temporary — with these possibilities before them, the Ministry 
has to make provisions against all contingency; but the ])olicy of 
having special jails which, I think, is a lega(*y from the old Govern- 
ment, should be abandoned. Otherwise, the pre.sent Ministry will 
have to bear condemnation for the sins of its predecessors. This 
policy of having new jails, additional jails, and special jails and of 
shutting up persons who are needed today to organise Civil Defence to 
raise the morale of the people of the province, to establish better 
relations between the communities, this policy of shutting up experi- 
enced political workers who are most needed at this time, must be 
given up and given up at once. This the Ministers must do in the 
public interest and to satisfy the Legislature that their attitude is 
entirely different from the attitude of the old Government. As foi 
political prisoners, the Ministry should not leave any stone unturned 
to secure their release. If that is done, this will not only redeem the 
promises of the present Ministry but also effect great economy in the 
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Police and Jail expenditure. Simultaneously, it will mean strengthen- 
ing the hands of the present Government in getting support and 
willing co-operation of the people. The problem of Civil Defence 
will also be to a large extent solved if these people are allowedc to 
work in different areas, if they are allowed to organise volunteers. 
This cannot be done by ordinary paid officers, or new men recruited 
for the job. * 

Then, Sir, with regard to Education, I am glad to find that the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister has not forgotten his special interest for 
Education. In spite of the very great stringency in the budgetary 
position, he has found it possible to make certain additional grants. 
I should, however, like to draw" his attention to one or two items 
which require special consideration. The Sibpur Engineering College 
has four main departments of wdiich the Metallurgy Department is 
new. Now, Sir, in the other three departments, Electrical, Civil and 
Mechanical, there are stipends and scholarships w’hich enable the 
students of these departments to compete on ecjual terms wuth students 
of other Engineering Colleges. But the Metallurgy Department does 
not otter the same facilities. In the situation in which we find ourselves 
today, it is evident that Metallurgy is going to play an important 
part in the national economy. The Sibpur Engineering College does 
not offer the same facilities in its Metallurgy Department as the 
Benares or 'Burkee Colleges. Our students thus find it difficult to 
compete on eiiual terms \vitli the graduates of the Benares or Burkee 
Colleges. T hoi)e that the llon’ble Finance Minister will look into 
the matter and see that greater fa(‘ilities are offered by ^vay of scholar- 
ships and stij)ends in order to encourage our students. A larger 
number of students wdll tlius be able to take up this very ^hu^ig^nt 
aspect of study. I also understand that there is an insufficie.icy of 
competent stalf in the Metallurgy Department. I hope the Hon’ble 
Minister will examine this question »as well. 

Now", Sir, I want to make a special reference to the Yiswabharati 
and Santinekatan. I w^ould like to draw' the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to the fact that although certain grants were made some 
years ago, the money remained unpaid for a long time. The institu- 
tion w"as thus put to needless difficulties. This year the death of 
Dr. Babindra Nath Tagore places upon all of us a special respon- 
sibility for helping the institution which he created with such love 
and care. It should be the duty of the present Government, specially 
this year, to make whatever grant they can to this institution. I know 
the budgetary position this year is very stringent. But even then 
this institution should be given whatever grant is possible. 

I would draw’ the attention of the Hon’ble Finance Minister to the 
difference in treatment of the Dacca and the Calcutta Universities. 
Pajonent to Dacca is a charge on the provincial revenues: payment 
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to .(Calcutta is not. I know there are difficulties and they are being 

examined. But as soon as a decision is reached, T trust that the 

contribution to Calcutta University wiU also be treated as a charge 
6n the revenues of the province. 

Sir, there were several other items on which I wanted to speak 
but j;he time is short and I must curtail my remarks. Before I 

conclude, I would refer to amdher item where economy can be effected, 
namely, the “Bengal Weekly". 1 believe the Hon’hle Minister will 
bear me out when I say that most ot the ]>eople to whom this paj)er 
is sent put it into the waste>i)aper basket. The money spent for it is 
wholly* wasted. I hope the Hon'ble Minister will examine whether 
“Bengal Weekly” cannot be <liscontinued. If we have at all a 

Weekly, we should have it in Bengali. 

The last point which I would liki» to take u]) is with regard to 
the Civil Defence of the province. After tlie vtuy elaborate state- 
ment made by my friend Mr. Bireiidra Kishore Boy Choudhury, I 
do not w'ant to go into details; but 1 would add one or tw’o j>ointSi 
that have been overlooked. The first point fo which 1 would draw 
attention ot the Hon'ble Minister concerns the A.B.P. arrangements. 
The trench(‘s have been distributed in a vcr> haphazard and ridii'ul- 
ous manner. 1 understand five miles of slit tr(*nch(‘S have been 
sanctioned for Calcutta of w’hich ahno.st a mile is to be found in the 
Lake area. Every member of this House knows that in. the present 
conditions very few people go to the Lakes eilluu’ foi* pleasuie or for any 
other purpose. Tn the.se days of black-out, the l^ake ar(*a is prac.ticaljy 
a deserted area aft(‘r dusk. Then* has been ])crhaps a larger exodus of 
people from that part of Calcutta than from an\ other })art. On the 
otTffj hand, we find that in hu.^h’c areas and market ar(‘as there are not 
a sufficient number of .slit trenclies. The provision of slit trenches nnd 
tube-wells in the New Market lyea is also very ])oor. Well, Sir, these 
are some of the things to which I think the atttmtion of the Hon’ble 
Minister for Civil Defence should be drawn. A])art from this, I have 
drawn the attention of the Hon'ble Minister through a Question that 
there are not sufficient facilities in the hu,stee areas 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The honourable member must now conclude. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: I have come almost to the conclusion 
of my speech. Sir. I should like to say a word or two on the mone.\ 
which has been allotted for promoting Communal Harmony in the 
province. Now, Sir, I think Mr. Ko.ss also agrees with me because he 
also pleaded that this provision should have been shown not under 
“General Expenditure” but under “Civil Defence.” I think, Sir, if 
this slight alteration is made, Mr. Boss and others of his way of 
thinking will have no objection to the grant. Everyone will admit that. 
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the very first condition of Civil Defence is internal solidarity. If there 
is any lack of internal unily, if ihere is conflict ainono' the different 
communities, I am afraid we may witness ap^ain the speciacle of riotous 
incidents which happened in Dacca in the course of last year. If that 
he the case, all our talk of Civil Defence will me a mere mockery. The 
first step towards any Civil Defence is in reference to tlie internal 
solidarity of the i>eople and for tliis one lakh is not adequate. One 
lakh is certainly not too ^igh a price to pay for communal harmony. 
If necessary, more money should be provided and more may have to be 
spent. 1 think all realize the iiiiimrtance of the question including *th,p 
honourable members opposite who spoke. We agree that this money 
will have to be spent on propaganda but not on party propaganda — 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit and i*esumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, 
Sir, after hearing Mr. Humayun Kabir and his renmrk about a mile 
l^ength of slit trenches in the Tjake area, which, however, is not a fact. 
I am bound to tell him and the House that it is not so. There are 
some slit trenches. I had been for a walk there only this morning and 
I do not think thtEt the length of all the trenches was as long a>s one 
mile and I woiider how my friend Mr. Kabir (‘ould procure the measure- 
ment. Hoyever, Sir, that is a minor point. 

I think Mr. Humayun Kabir will agree and every member of this 
House will agree that at the moment every other problem regarding 
budget is overshadowed by the impending aggression of our enemies. 
Therefore, I would only confine whatever I have to say to th e.^^^vil 
Defence side of the budget. Sir, I am very pleased to find in the 
budget some provisions — I would not say very ample provisions — for 
air-raid precautions. Apart from At. R. P. establishments such as 
public health, medical and fire-fighting schemes, the public is very 
very anxious indeed to see that huts and cottages are constructed in 
moft'usil with Government money, say within 50 miles from Calcutta 
for housing dozens of poor families who have to evacuate from Calcutta. 
Those fortunate few who have means have already hired houses at 
fancy prices. We all know’ that but what about the hundreds, I 
should say, thousands of poor families wdio cannot afford to take houses 
in the moffusil at such fancy prices? Therefore, I would strongly 
suggest and I hope that this suggestion would in a way meet the point 
raised by my friend Dr, Radha Kumud Mookerji who grumbled that 
all this money is going to be spent in the citj’ of Calcutta, I say that 
this amount — a portion of it — ^be spent on the construction of huts and 
cottages in moffusil, similar to those that are constructed at the time 
of Kumba Mela in Hardw’ar and Allahabad. We have seen them and 
those hundreds of cottages are constructed in the course of a few weeks. 
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I think some of the Hon’ble Ministers may have seen them and have 
appreciated how quickly they could be constructed for housing lakhs 
of pilgrims. Of course, I am sorry that there are no tents available 
liow, because tents are all used for military purposes. 

Sir, Government ought to provide these quarters in moffusil at 
nominal rents. 

I find no item in the budget for propaganda work. Sir, I think 
if anything is urgently wanted today, it is skilful, ingenious and 
intense propaganda to encourage labour and particularly municipal 
workers to stay in Calcutta. If today one nuisance bomb falls, 
thousands of workers will go away. What are we doing to stop these? 
Are we simply sleeping by putting mustard oil in our nose as the 
Bengali proverb goes? These municipal workers sustain the civic 
life and hygienic condition of this great city. It will he a disaster if 
they run away. This can be averted by constant propaganda through 
personal contact; for radio, posters, newspapers and handbills do not 
reach them. They should be made to understand by individual talks 
that everything that is possible is being done to proiec't their lives in 
case of danger. 8o, to do that propaganda, I make this humble 
suggestion. I simply shudder to think of the disasirous eftect of a 
nuisance bomb on the up-country labourers, scavengers, drainage 
workers, water-supply workers. Propaganda has been, utilised by 
that detestable Hitler as one of his chief weapons for aggression. He 
says in his book Mein Knmf ‘‘that by skilful and sustained propa- 
ganda one can make a people see heaven as hell or a most wretched 
life as paradise.” Everybody knows that by ingenious propaganda 
Dr. Goebbles has transformed the mentality of the Nazi rasc,als who 
c^f.'xnirbe made forgetful of the bitterest blizzards and frosts while 
fighting near Moscow without sufficient clothes, could be made 
forgetful of their scanty food. By skilful propaganda we (‘ould 
eliminate all the Fifth columnist activities in Bengal. I have some 
personal knowledge about this. I must place that before the House. 
In the month of December just after Itangoon raid, I heard from the 
Manager of the Ludlow Jute Mill near Uluberia, which is an American 
concern, that some strangers went there and told the mill-hands that 
there was evacuation in the Budge-Budge and adjoining Jute Mill 
areas and that it was spreading to other mills also, that the Japanese 
would shortly invade this country and other things. Of course, no 
Japanese or people from overseas came to tell all these things but some 
Indian rumour-mongers were spreading these false news. There ia 
another instance of this Fifth columnist activities. A few clerks of 
a Japanese firm told us that when the Japanese merchants left India, 
they had told these clerks that they were coming back within 6 months 
and had asked them to carry on, with the little money they had given 
them, pro- Jap propaganda. In my own house I was told by a person 
who was working in a tfeipanese firm that he need not fear because the 
14 
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Japanese had told him that they were coming in a few months. It 
must be said that good propaganda has got to be paid for and is 
not merely dependent upon radio talks, big posters on the walls 
and big newspaper headlines, and notices, and notifications, etl^. 
There are various types of propaganda-demonstrations, route 
marches, badges, uniforms, exhibitions, so one. It is not simply 
a question of A.R.P. and A.R.P. workers; but there are many private 
agencies which are anxious to help in spreading and circulating the 
jight kind of information and instruction. The members of the 
Radical Democratic Party, for instance, are demonstrating all through 
the city and marching on routes and they have devised a slogan **Kill 
the Japanese when they come” in Bengali and Hindi; but who is 
going to take notice of them or finance them? This news was placed 
before the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, the new Defence 
Minister of the Government of Bengal. He was asked to take notice 
of it and to help the movement but he said that his portfolio was new 
and at that time he could not say anything definite. I hope Govern- 
ment would now take notice of the activities of the honest workers of 
fhis Democratic Party who are creating a fighting mentality and 
helping Government in every possible way. Demonstrations and 
route marches in cities and the villages and the shouting of slogans 
— all these are techniques of propaganda — and not posters, or notifica- 
tion in newspapers or radio talks. Sir, there are hundreds of -ways 
in which expert propagandists can help the Government and the 
country. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is the honourable member likely to conclude 
eoon ? 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: I will not 
take more than one minute. I will n6t drag on. Sir. I find that there 
is a defeatist mentality among all sections of the people in Calcutta. 
They say “Singapore is gone, Rangoon is going, and Calcutta will 
go. Therefore, there is no hope and no help for us.” We can do a 
lot to remove this defeatist mentality by means of proper propaganda. 
•Speeches in the Council or in the Assembly are good but we must 
proceed by other methods and means. I would like to see that the 
Minister of Defence makes good use of Madam Chiang Kai Shek’s 
atirring appeal to India to participate shoulder to shoulder in the 
struggle for the survival of a free world. Propaganda is necessary to 
carry this historical message to every home in Bengal, to carry the 
message of the brutalities and butcheries committed by Jap soldiers 
•on women, children and civilians. But all this costs money and the 
Minister in charge of Civil Defence must find the money for this very 
important item of Civil Defence work. We all know that several 
ihousands of Oriya and up-country servants .and oooks have left the 
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<5ity and we are simply unable to have domestic servants. I know 
that Bengal villagers are willing to come to Calcutta to work as domestic 
servants; but, Sir, who is taking the irouble to attract them to this 
Vork? People from Eastern Bengal, Northern Bengal and Burdwan 
are willing to come 4iere for work : I know that from personal experi- 
■ence. They are free after the recent harvests; let the Defence 
Minister provide shelter for them in Calcutta. I can bring hundreds 
of such men if they are paid rail fares, given shelters and food pending 
their getting some work. Let us seize this opportunity of finding 
■employment for our village folks who may earn their livelihood and 
get eipployed in the work deserted by the Oriyas. Send recruiters to 
the villages to recruit workers who are too willing to come and earn 
their livelihood. I have relatives in the Sunderbans who tell me that 
they can send idle peasants to Calcutta for work in Calcutta, provided 
you give them temporary abode and food until they can find work. 
Let the Defence Minister give facilities for this purpose and devote 
some attention to attract these people from the villages and spend some 
money. This will partly solve village unemployment as well as remove 
a great want of the day. With these words, I commend my propoauls 
to Government. 

MTi PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Council stands adjourned 
till 2-45 p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 24th 
Ve^ruary, 1942. 
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Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on thg 
23rd February, 1942: — 

(1) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(2) Rai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(3) Mr. B. €. Datta. 

(4) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(5) Mrs. K. D’Roz»rio. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(7) Mr. K. L. Goswami. 

(8) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(9) Khun Bahadur Syed Muhammad Ghaziul Huq. 

(10) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(12) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(13) Mr. Naresli Natli Mookerjee. 

(14) Mr. R. Pal Chowdhury. 

(15) Maulvi Abul Quasem. 

(IG) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(17) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(18) Sir B. P. Singli Roy. 

(19) Raja Bahadur B. N. Sinha. 


B. G. Press— 1942-43— 1U4A— 750. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session — No. 6. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chaml)er of the Legrislative 
Buildin^^ Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 24th Fehniarv, 1942, at 2-45 p.m., 
being the sixth day of the First Session, pursuant to section 62(2)(n) 
of the (jovernment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra) was ' 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Question which remained unanswered during the Decemberi 1941| 

Session. 

Rise in price of foodstuff. 

* ( 

50. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Commerce Department l>e pleased to state if it is a fact that the 
abnormal rise in the price of foodstuff, such as, rite, paddy, condiments, 
etc., has caused immense suffering to the poor jieople of Bengal in 
general and the poor people of Chittagong in imrticular? 

* If so, what measures have been adopted by the Government of 
Bengal to prevent undue sjwculation and inflation of prices and for the 
supply of foodstuff and other necessaries of life to the poorer people at 
a reasonable price? 

(c) Is it a fact that in many districts, especially in Chittagong, the* . 
poor people are actually starving owing to very high price of foodstuff? 

(d) If so, what steps have been adopted by the Government of Bengal 
to save people from actual starvation ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the daily or monthly wages of labourers have not 
been"* increased proportionate to the rise in price ? 

(/) If so, what measunes have been taken by Government of Bengal 
to give relief to the labourers of Bengal? If so, what are they? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim): (a) Yen, 
epecially landless labourers, but tjiere< is no reason to suppose that 
effect in Chittagong is any worse than elsewhere. 

15 
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(6) The rise in prices is due to economic causes and as far as I am 
aware there has been no profiteering on the part of dealers at any stage 
of sale ol these essential commodities in th^ secondary markets. I do 
not consider that the present prices are unreasonable although they are 
certainly high enough. 

(c) and {d) I am not concerned with these questions. 

(e) I have no information regarding agricultural labour but so far 
as industrial labour is concerned, I know that substantial increase in 
wages has been granted in many industrial concerns and public utility 
companies. I have not, however, examined whether thei increase 
allowed in industrial concerns is proportionate to the rise in the cost of 
living index or not. 

(/) The Labour Department carefully examine all demands for 
workers for increased wages or dearness allowance and, whenever felt 
necessary, have advised the employers accordingly. In the course of 
conciliation of disputes 'arising out of such demands the conciliation 
officers similarly intercede on behalf of the labourers whenever they 
have a good case to put forward. No other special measure yet seems 
necessary. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M, ABDUL KARIMS With regard to 
( 4 ) and {d) of the printed answer to the question, I may say that this 
answer was framed before we came into office and therefore T have 
modified it as follows : — 

“(c) and {d) I am in communication with the Revenue Depart- 
ment with regard to this matter.^’ 

Mr; NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are the economic causes to which the rise in the price of 
rice is due ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: In the first 
place one of the most important economic causes is that the present 
war has vstood in the way of fresh rice coming from Burma at this 
stage. The second cause is difficulty of transport ; and there^ are 
numerous other causes. The w'hole matter is now under my examina- 
tion and I am going through it very carefully. I shall be able to give 
a very satisfactory answer if the matter is brought up in the form of 
resolution hereafter. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
.«tat|^ if Unscrupulous dealers have been fined for profiteering in the 
province 8' 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABBUL KARIM: Such cases 
have not yet come to my notice. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAUAMUDDIN H08A1N: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister kindly state whether agricultural labour is also not 
a subject with w'hich the Minister in charge of Labour is concerned P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Not very 
much; the Department of Commerce and Labour i« concerned more 

with the movement of g(H)ds and the control of prices to some extent. 

* 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Arc ve 

to understand that the agricultural labourers and other labourers are 
to be left to their lot and notliing is to be done by the Ministt‘r in 
charge of Labour P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 shall see if 
the operation of the department can be extended further. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Is the 

Hon’blc Minister uyare that the industrial labour j)opulation forms a 
microscopic minority of the total labour population of Bengal P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 know that. 

* 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Is not the price of jm(l(!y or 
rice comparatively very much’^lfJwer tlian the ])rice of other necessaries 
which the agriculturists are to buy P 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Well, 1 want 
notice for that. 


Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: With reference to answers to 
questions {c) and (r/), may I ask the Hon^ble Minister if better 
answers could not be obtained P 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The answer 
which is printed there was given by the outgoing Qovernment knd I 
modified that answer and gave it just a moment ago. 
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Cenanri Dfscussion on Budgeti 

Hr* PRESIDENT* The House will now resume further general 
diseussion of the Budget. 

O 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, 
Sir, while initiating the general discussion of the budget on Friday 
last, our esteemed friend Dr. Mooklierjee was pleased to observe^that 
the budget indicates the policy of the Government. Before I proceed 
to find out the policy of the Government underlying the budget 
presented to us, 1 propose to commence wuth an examination as to how 
far ordinary constitutional rules have been observed in preparing and 
placing the budget for discussion. In this connection. Sir, I at once 
refer to rules 108 and 109 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure 
Rules.' Rule 108 lays down that: ‘^No discussion of the accounts of 
the province and the reports of the Auditor-General thereon shall take 
place in the Council until the report of the Committee on Public 
Accounts on such accounts and reports has been presented to the 
Council under rule 109.” Then, rule 109 lays down: “The report of 
the Committee on Public Accounts on the accounts of the province 
and the reports of the Auditor-General iliereon shall be presented to 
the Council by the Finance Minister.” Sir, this question was raised 
on the floor of this house as a privilege motion on the 11th February, 
1941. After thorough discussion in which the then Finanbe Minister 
took part, the question was referred to the Privileges Committee. 
The then Finance Minister not only agreed to the reference of the 
question to the Committee of Privileges but he was also pleased to 
give indication of helping the Committee with his views. Then on 
special invitation, he attended the first sitting of the Committee 
though for reasons best known to him, he could not or did not afteid 
the (lelil)erations of the Committee on subsequent sittings. The Com- 
mittee, however, made its recommendation w’hich was presented to the 
House on the 31st March, 1941. The ‘ recommendation of the Com- 
mittee was to the efiect that this House should have a Public Accounts 
Committee and pending the framing of the rules governing the consti- 
tution of such a Committee, the Hon'ble the President of the Council be 
requested *to form a Public Accounts Committee. This recommenda- 
tion of the Committee was unanimously accepted by the House and 
then you, Mr. President, were pleased to form a Committee on the 
next day, ?.e., the 1st April, 1941. It is about a year that the Com- 
mittee has been formed but I do not know whether Government, 
because of tlie formation of the Committee on the first day of April, 
took the matter lightly. (Mr. Srish Chandra Chakra vartt: They 
took that as a joke.) How’ever, the fact remains that no meeting of 
the Committee has yet been called or held. Sir, the general rule under 
democratic constitution calls for redress of grievances prior to presenta- 
tion of the budget for discussion. May I now ask the Hon’ble the 
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Finance Minister if this is the way that the Government want to remove 
our grievances? Is this the way that Government propose to satisfy 
our demands? Should we find out the .policy of the Government out 
«f this callousness? 

^heii, I refer to another recommendation of the Committee of 
Privileges in unanimous acceptance of which, this Council, as far back 
as in February of 1938, urged upon joint control of the Library of 
Legislature. After a prolonged consideration for about two years, it 
was decided by the Government to put the Library under control of a 
joint Qpmmittee and rules were at last framed regulating the control 
and management of the Library, copies of which appear to have been 
issued on the 25th of October of 1940 to the members for their informa^ 
tion. Eule 1 lays down that the Library sliall b(‘ designated ‘*The 
Library of the Bengal Legislature.” Will the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister be pleased to state wdiy the designation of the Library baa 
not been changed as yet and why it is still being designated as ^‘The 
Library of the Legislative Assembly”? Then, rule 2 lays down that 
the control and management of the Tiibrary shall be vested in a Com- 
mittee called “the Joint Library Committee.” The Committee shall 
consist of 7 members of w’hom three shall be nominated to represent 
the Bengal Legislative Council by Mr. President. In ac(‘ordance with 
this rule. Sir, you, Mr. President, were pleased to announce your 
nominations on the 27tli Mandi, 1941. Now, Sir, 1 would like to draw 
the pointed attention of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to rule 3 
which clearly lays down that “The Committee shall prepare its annual 
budget estimate which shall be included in the Budget Estimates of 
the ^Bengal Legislative Assembly Department and presented to the 
Leg4slature by the Hon’ble Minister in charge who presents the budget 
estimates of that department.” It clearly appears from this rule that 
it is the privilege of the Committee to prepare the biidget of the Tjibrary 
which will l)e incorporated in the general budget. Since the forma- 
tion of tlie Committee, in spite of our best efforts, no meeting of the 
Committee has been convened as yet. On botli tliesc points, viz.. 
Public Accounts Committee for the Council and the Library Committee, 

I put interpellations re])lies to wdiich w^ere due in the last session of the 
Council, but, as is usual w'ith the Government wdieii they find them- 
selves in an un(;oinfortable position to reply to any (juestion, they liave 
assumed the golden policy of silence and my question still remains 
unanswered. Sir, we liave very strong feelings over these matters. Is 
this the w'ay that the Government are respecting our feelings? Is this 
the way that the Government are observing relevant rules? At this 
stage, Sir, I think it my duty both as the Deputy President of the 
Council and the Chairman of different committees to sound a note of 
warning that this House may not tolerate this indifferent attitude of 
the Government any further. 
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I may ju8t refer to another instance of omission on the part of the 
Government. The question of providing accommodation for the Bengal 
Legislative Council is pending final decision since 1938 last. This 
question was threshed out at a meeting of this House some time towards^ 
the beginning of 1938 and then it was referred to a joint committee 
consisting of members representing both the Chambers of the Legisla- 
ture. The joint committee again referred the matter to a sub-com- 
mittee which sat for the last time on the 7th February of 1939, when 
the need for construction of a separate Chamber was urged and desire 
tof the Council for the same was emphasised. As per estimate of the 
Government Architect and the Chief Engineer, a separate Council 
Chamber might be constructed at a cost of about 3 lakhs of rupees. 
Apart from the constitutional desirability of proper accommodation for 
the Council, the project would be economical in that it would facilitate 
the disposal of business and would save a sum to the tune of lA lakhs 
of rupees annually out of the huge amount spent on the allowances of 
the members by prolonging the hours of sitting. The size of the 
existing Chamber also militates against the proper conduct of business 
in the Council consisting of 03 members only. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of information. Sir. May 
I enquire through you, Sir, whether the Deputy President is speak- 
ing on a privilege motion or on the budgets 


Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: On the general 
discussion of the budget. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The Deputy President is perhaps follo-vjjpg 
the general rule of pressing for redress of grievances before discuffdon 
on the budget heads is taken up. It is the usual and established 
convention that in a budget discussion wide latitude is given to 
ventilate grievances on alniovst any matter that may be provided for 
in the budget estimates. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, the only purpose of my enquiry 
was that if it were a privilege motion, then some of us might be able 
to make some (M)mmeiits; whereas if it were a discussion of the budget, 
none of us who have already taken part in it can have any further say 
on file matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: N ow the Deputy President is speaking on the 
budget. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Should 1 stop 
here. Sir? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: No, no. Go on. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: I do not propose 
to»take any further time of the House to explain the need of, and the 
economy that may ben effected by, the construction of a separate 
Chamber for the Council. A note prepared by the Lejyislative Council 
Department was circulated amongst the members of this House as well 
as those of Government which deals with the matter exhaustively. 
Sir, the matter was thoroughly discussed in the conference referred to 
when the then Home Minister undertook to hold the next meeting in 
December, 1939, for final decision after further examination of the 
pros an(f co7is of the question. Since then three De(‘embers have come 
and passed away merrily but alas, that meeting still remains to be 
called, decision still remains to be arrived at and the Chamber still 
remains to be constructed. The other five provinces having a 
bicameral legislature have been provided with a separate chamber for 
the Legislative Council. Even the province of Assam having only 22 
members in the Council, has got a separaie chamber. Since the 
inauguration of the provincial autonomy, Madras and United Provinces 
have si)ent Its. lakhs and Its. lakhs respectively for the pur])ose. 
Bengal is the only province where there is no separate chamber for the 
Council. There is no allotment for this purpose even in the present 
budget which is under discussion. 

Sir, I am fully consctious of the fact that the present is not the 
opportune moment to raise a question like this; but, Sir, this is not 
a uew question. 1 have already said that it is awaiting decision since 
193<S last and 1 want to draw’ the attention of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Mini^’t^r to the fact that construction of a separate chamber for the 
Couiual in proi)er time w^ould save by now more than what would be 
required to be spent on the execution of the scheme. vSir, there are 
other grounds as well w’hicb prorbpt me to raise this question without 
waiting for better times. 

Sir, if my information is correct, the control of this building was 
vested in a committee con.sisting of the Hon’ble the President, the 
Hon’ble the Speaker and a reynesentative of the Government. But to 
our great inconvenience we find that the control of the House is 
being exerci.sed solely by the presiding officer of the other House. It 
is being done eitlier w’ith the consent or w’ith the connivance of the 
Government. Whatever it may l)e, it is not only causing incon- 
venience to us but also hampering smooth transaction of business. By 
way of explaining my point, I may just refer to one or two concrete 
instances. 

Appointment of a Caretaker for the Legislative Building is being 
unnecessarily delayed, presumably because the committee of control 
is not functioning properly. Then, Sir, from the very beginning of 
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the present session, we are feeling very much incoAVihieioelj for want 
of restaurant arrangement. As regards A. R. P. arrangements for 
the safety of the members of the Legislature as well as of the staff, 
nothing was -done till the question was raised in this House ahd 
recommendation was made by a committee formed by you, Mr. Presi- 
dent, and attention of the Government was drawn thereby to this matter 
of vital interest. Under the existing arrangement, we are very 
shabbily treated in almost every matter which we feel verv" strongly. 
The arbitrary way of distribution of rooms for different officers and 
committees is another instance of the inequitable way of doing things, 
which goes a great length to lend support to my contention.^ Sir, as 
I am handicapped with the shortness of time at my disposal, I do not 
venture to deal with the matter at a greater length but I feel it my 
duty to bring it to the notice of the Government that the limit of the 
patience of the House has already been reached, if not exceeded. 
Further indifference on the part of the Government to set the matter 
right may create unhappy situation. 

We have had enough discussion over the budget and I do not pro- 
pose to enter into the details of the proposed receipts and expenditures 
which call for no comment. In the perilous times through which we 
are passing, it is idle to look forw’ard to a budget for spectacular 
schemes of social reconstruction. All domestic or local issues are 
over-shadowed by the issue of war. One or two figures may, however, 
be referred to as revealing the financial position of the province. The 
ensuing year will start with a total deficit on revenue account to the 
extent of one crore and five lakhs. In this connection, our attention 
is particularly drawn to that portion of the budget which, on the 
expenditure side, is devoted to Civil Defence measures and, of the 
receipt side, refers to the wind-fall under Income Tax and considerable 
deterioration on the Jute Export Duty, both being the effect of the 
war. Lump provision of one lakh of rupees for the promotion of 
communal harmony deserves more than a passing notice. We endorse 
wdioleheartedly the sentiments expressed by the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister towards the concluding portion of his speech. It is, how- 
ever, not clear how this amount is to be spent or by whom or what 
agencies or by what particular method or procedure. I venture to 
suggest that meml>ers of the Legislature as well as the public may 
kindly be taken into confidence in this respect, so that there may not 
be any room for any doubt, suspicion or idle speculation. (At this 
stage the member reached the time-limit.) As I have reached my 
time-limit, I shall be very brief in dealing with one or two more 
points. 

I am extremely grateful to the Hon’ble Finance Minister for his 
very welcome statement asserting such additional grant as may be 
required to meet, the charges on account of the Department of Islamic 
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Studies which has been recentl}^ organised by the Calcutta University. 
I am also very much grateful to the Hon’ble Finance Minister for the 
allotment of Rs. 35,000 for the Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital, though 
Irfie amount is far too inadequate. I hope, liowever, it may be feasible 
for the Government U) be a little more generous if and when occasion 
arises for revision of the budget which act of Wnevolence will be very 
mucll appreciated by the general public. Sir, the bitter lessons that 
we are learning from the present war serve to emphasise that a nation 
can neglect its agricultuiv only at its peril. In a total war like the 
present one, the possibility of food shortage is to be avoided by all 
means to prevent demoralisation and discontent in the civil population. 
To keel) them well-fed is, therefore, one of the most vital pre-requisite 
of war efforts. In this connection, 1 may mention one serious and 
immediate problem — the threatened shortage of rice owing to the risk 
of normal supply from Burma being cut off’. To solve this acute 
problem it seems to me imperative that an energetic drive should be 
undertaken forthwith for production of more food (rops suitable for 
being raised in lands released from commercial (Tops su<’h as jute. I 
think, Sir, I cannot too adequately emphasise on the desirability of 
advising cultivators to grow suitable food crops on lands released from 
cash crops whose cultivation on the previous scale has become une(u)no- 
mic. By a cautious expansion of acreage under food crops, every effort 
should be made to build up reserves of food stock against the rainy 
day and to make our land of birth self-sufficient in this respecd. With 
these few words. Sir, I conclude my general (d)servation on the budget. 


Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Mr. Presi- 

denf, Sir, I must at the very outset say that the budget wliicli has 
been presented to us appears to be very disappointing indeed and it 
is more so because of the per.fonality of the Finance Minister. We 
fail to find any hand of constructive genius or any trace of any 
imagination in the budget that has been presented. Sir, we have been 
told that now it is war time; so the budget must be of a very slip- 
shod nature and it will not even deal witli the peace-time programme. 
But I say it should be just the reverse, Sir. During this war time, 
when the other nations and the other independent countries are at war, 
their output of industries, their output of arms and ammunition, their 
output of foodstuff's has been doubled and trebled. They prepare 
schemes by which they work them out at top-sj)eed. But now. Sir, 
what is our position ^ Bec*au.se of the war are we not to do anything? 
We are not to take up even our ordinary routine works? Sir, the 
position is the rever.se. Now that there is war, just like other 
independent countries, though we in a dependent country cannot take 
all those active measures connected with war, we can certainly con- 
centrate our attention^ on matters of internal economy. 
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Sir, we should take our lesson from the European countries. What 
they have been doing? They have been even converting their own 
gardens into cultivated lands. They have been putting so much 
impetus on their industries that they have increased their output by 
300 per cent, and more. Their output has been increasing not only 
year to year, month to month but even day to day. Undej^ the 
circumstances, we should not take shelter under the plea of war for our 
inactivity. We have also got internal war and what is that? We 
have to fight against poverty and illiteracy. Are we prepared to fight 
them? We can fight them by preparing a programme of economic 
development for poverty, and compulsory education for illiteracy. We 
have enough resources in our country. We should take our examples 
from the European countries and from other independent countries. 
If w'e concentrate and devote our entire attention to the economic 
development of the country, we could fight to the finish the demon of 
starvation and illiteracy which have been killing us all the time. 
The Hon ’hie the Finance Minister himself admits and we all agree 
with him that the frame-work of the Indian constitution is such that 
it does not give any rights to the representatives of the people to deal 
efficiently with vital matters connected with nation-saving schemes. 
The initiative, organisation and control of all these nation-saving 
flchemes lie with the Central (Tovernment and all we can do is to 
render some help for internal civil defence. We have been asked by 
the Central Government to arrange for civil defence according to some 
definite schemes and to meet a portion of tlie cost thereof from the 
provincial revenues. We will do it ungrudgingly, though Bengal 
could rightly claim the entire cost of civil defence from the Central 
Government, in view of the unjust and inequitable allocatioi^ of 
revenues between the Centre and the province of Bengal. In consi- 
deration, however, of the grave danger now facing us, for the time 
being we will forget the (juarrel and wit do not, therefore, object to the 
allotment of lis. 1 crore 25 lakhs for civil defence from the provincial 
revenues. As to actual defence of India from outside attack, it is the 
concern of the Imperial Government and we will not be permitted to 
meddle with it. We will not be permitted even to raise a militia, a 
national militia, for our internal defence. Our scope of work is, 
therefore, very little and our field of activity concerning war is con- 
fined to such circumscribed limits that in spite of the war we can keep 
our mind free, as we have not got to think of the actual defence 
measures, which, fortunately or unfortunately, somebody else will 
think out for us. Such being the case, I do not see why merely the 
fear or apprehension of aerial raid or land attack should unnerve us 
and make us inactive. The war has afforded us an excellent opportunity 
for stimulating our industrial enterprises and we must not lose it. 
Other provinces are stealing a march over Bengal in this respect, but 
Bengal is still in slumber. It is our sacred duty^ to keep ourselves fully 
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informed of the conditions of all the industries in our province, to 
nurse those which have recently taken birth, guide those which have 
been in existence for some time and encourage cottage industries and 
oth^r new industries which hitherto couhl not stand competition with 
the clieap articles of Japan which had swamped our markets. These 
are things which should engage our serious attention and our Ministers 
will be» failing in their duty if they did not ai)ply their mind to an 
economic programme more intensely than hitherto. It wdll be a sheer 
neglect of duty if on the plea of saving the nation which they have no 
power to save from outside attack, they do nothing for economic 
regeneration of the country in spite of getting a golden opportunity. 

Sir, U will now take up the budget, dej)artment by department. I 
find that the budget has been described as a deficit budget. As a 
matter of fact, our budgetary provision is better than that of the last 
year. Last year we estimated a closing balance of Its. 3‘2 lakhs and 
odd; this year we have lls. 78 lakhs and odd in spite t)f tlie fact 
that we had to contribute one crore and 25 lakhs for the war and we 
had in the previous year to meet famine charges and distress charges 
to a very large extent. So, there is no excuse for reducing exj^endi- 
ture under the nation-building departments, specially und(‘r Agricul- 
ture and Industry. Sir, the Ministry has absolutely no justification 
for diverting the 35 lakhs of rupees which rejiresented tlie jiroceeds of 
the new taxes. The Taxation Acts were passed last \ear on the 
definite understanding that the proceeds of the tax would be si)ent on 
the nation-building departments. In the very ])reambb‘ id' the Motor 
Spirits Tax ‘Bill, a definite understanding was given that the proceeds 
were To be ear-marked for new roads. As regards the Raw Jute 
Taxation Bill, from its preamble also it will ai)}>ear that the i)roceeds 
were tiy be definitely ear-marked for helping the growers of jute. As 
reg*ards the Sales Tax Bill, <»f course, there was no such t‘Xi)licit under- 
standing in the preamble, but we were definitely told on the fl«)or of 
the House that all the money would be spent on the nation-building 
departments, on the schemes which were in progress and also on new 
schemes. There was a definite proini.se given by the Hon'ble Finan(‘.e 
Minister that a portion of the proceeds of the tax would be set apart for 
financing the Poor Funds which would be established under Act X of 
1939. That was a definite understanding given to Ixdh Houses of the 
Legislature by the ex-Finaiice Minister Mr. Suhrawardy. With your 
permission, I may quote frcnn his speech on that occasion: “In order 
to compensate the poorer .section of the people from the amount of tax 
they may have to pay on account of the purchase of clothes of the 
coarser varietj' — and I do not think that it will be much, because an 
ordinary villager’s family hardly purchases more than two or three 
pairs a year — we do propose to .set apart, at any rate, some portion of 
the tax in order to encourage ‘the establishment of a Poor Fund in every 
place or union to meet the requirenients of the needy”. 
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Sir, this was the understanding given, definitely given, to the 
House by the Hon ’hie Finance Minister and on that understanding 
some of the amendments which we had tabled for excluding coarse 
cloths from this taxation were not moved at all. Sir, it will be a cljar 
breach of faith on the part of the (jovernment now to go behind those 
understandings and to divert the entire amount to other heads. My 
friend Mr. Nur Ahmed and also my friend Mr. Hamidul Huq,Chow- 
dhury have already drawn the attention of the Government to the 
fact that the nation-building departments have been starved. Sir, the 
Agriculture Department has been starved, the Public Health Depart- 
ment has been starved ; although in the appendix to the budget speech 
it has been shown to have been provided with more money, in reality 
it has not been paid any excess ^amount of money compared with 
the allotment of last year. But compared with the revised estimate 
of current year, the amount allotted this year shows excess. At 
the same time we find that the Police and Jails Departments, although 
they do not show much increase as compared with the revised budget, 
yet compared with the original budget 10 lakhs of rupees under these 
heads have been given to each of these departments. It, therefore, 
clearly shows that the nation-building departments have been starved 
and the Police and Jails Departments and other departments have 
been surfeited. No'w, Sir, coming to some of the special departments, 
namely, the Co-operative Department, there was a sub-committee 
appointed to deal with the question of the rehabilitation of the co- 
operative societies which were in a moribund condition. I find that 
nothing has been done with regard to that and the .co-operative 
societies are still going on in that old fashion and people are being 
still oppressed for their arrears which were largely due to the very 
high rate of interest which the co-operative societies used to charge 
previously. It is only meet and proper that all these arrears '’should 
be written off as was the recommendation of the special committee, of 
which I happened to be a member, jppointed last year. But nothing 
has been done in this direction. It is time for Government to consi- 
der whether the credit side of the Co-operative Department has not 
outlived the period of its utility and the sooner it is abolished the 
better. The rate of interest has now been substantially reduced 
by the Money-Lenders Act and therefore there is no necessity 
for the co-operative societies in order to keep down the rate of 
interest. Therefore, so far as the credit side of the Co-opera- 
tive Department is con-cerned, there is no necessity for it any 
longer. Instead of the societies, it would be much better if the 
Government take up the question of agricultural credit by establish- 
ing agricultural bank in every thana and giving out short term and 
intermediate loans through their own officers direct realising the 
same after the harvest time. That would be much better than 
co-operative societies. Because if such loans are given through co- 
operative banks, the rate of interest will l^e naturally high as the 
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money has to pass through a heirarchy of banks. So, it would be 
much better if Government give out loans direct through their own 
officers. I have calculated and found that if G crores of rupees be 
«e<?ured by floating loan at di or 4 per rent., Government can establish 
thana banks in every thana for giving out loans at per cent, to 

agriculturists without incurring more additional i‘ost than what is 
incurred in running the Co-operative Department. The margin of 
profit will be sufficient to meet the cost. 

Then, Sir, I notice that some help has been pro])osed for lainl mort- 
gage banks. This is absolutely unnece.ssary. because Government 
cannot eMablish sufficiently large number of such banks. So, it is 
only playing with the problem to establish b or 7 such banks with an 
aggregate capital of 10 or 12 lakhs only. The land mortgage bank 
has to deal with long term loans. In 1030 it w’as estimated by the 
Banking Enquiry Committee that the aggregate old debts of the 
ngri(‘ulturists was 100 crores and it must now be much higher than 
that figure — probably 200 crores. It is absurd to tbink of clearing off 
this huge debt by Government. Up to now Government have only 
paid 10 or lb lakhs and, as 1 have said, it is only playing with the 
problem. The allotment of money to the land mortgage banks is, 
therefore, absolutely unjustified. 

Then, Sir, some allotment has been made for the Debt Settlement 
Boards. This is all right and we apjmeciate it, as these boards are 
doing some useful work; but they could do much better wa)rk if they 
were given summary powers of adjudication according to definite 
rules and if like the creditors of c(»urt of wards estates all the creditors 
<*ould^ be coni{)elled to a])ply for settlement. Now, they are only 
haggling for amicable settlement, but in 80 ))er ccmt. of sucli cases 
amicable settlements fail. The boards are unable to settle debts 
unless there is amicable settlement. So, some more power should be 
given to the boards to compel the creditors to apply to the boards. 

I now turn to Agriculture which is our principal industry in this 
province and, as I have already observed, the grant under this head 
has been substantially reduced. But even in this war time you should 
not neglect agriculture as it is the real wealth of the province. It 
■noiild be very useful in this critical time to increase the foodstuff. 
Provision of food is more needed during this war period than anything 
else. It will not only deal wdth the internal problem but it will also 
solve the outside food problem. In this connection, I may say that 
from the report of the Floud Commission, it appears that there is a 
huge area of cultivable waste land in Bengal, about 37*25 lakhs 
acres. It is time that Government considers whether this land 
could not be reclaimed. I hope that something may be done to 
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reclaim this land and at least some experimental schemes of reclama- 
tion are prepared and given effect to. I have been pressing Govern- 
ment for a long time for the reclamation of the land in the Bhati area of 
Mymensingh. An enquiry was made last year and it was found rtiat 
agriculture had deteriorated tremendously in that area, so much so 
that nearly 3/4 of the arruin lands had gone out of cultivation. The 
double crop area had decreased by nearly 90 per cent, and still nothing 
is being done by Government yet. Although it was the result of a 
Government enquiry, the Government has taken no action yet. I 
think, Sir, it is a heinous crime for the Government to know it and not 
to take any action to cure it, wlien it is curable. Sir, as regards jute 
restriction the allotment for wliich occurs under head “Agriculture,” 
I find that the allotment is too much, monstrous T should sa\ . 1 claim 

to have some expert knowledge regarding preparation of record. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I rise to a Point of Order. The Leader 
of the Opposition is speaking without anybody taking notes, when 
unfortunately the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is absent. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 am taking 
notes for him. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The llon’hle the Finance Minister has taken 
the Chair’s permission. He has also tendered an apology to the House 
for being compelled to be absent for a time during discussion of tlie 
budget. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, this 
is a very impoitant matter and the Hon ble the binance Minister 
should have been present. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. In the meantime, he ha5 made 
arrangements to take down notes on his behall of the speeches that 
are delivered by members during his* forced absence. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I do 
not find a stronger word for the allotment under this head than 
“monstrous”, because. Sir,' I find that for complete preparation of 
record the actual cost was 10 lakhs 49 thousand and odd in the 
year 1940-41 and the cost of jute restriction in that year was actually 
10 lakhs 88 thousand— the two taken together is 21 lakhs and odd, 
both for preparation and restriction ; but for the current year only for 
restriction the budget was 22 lakhs. The cost of preparation of record 
and regulation of jute crop in 1940-41 was 21 lakhs, whereas only foi 
regulation next year the budget was 22 lakhs, and in the revised 
budget it was increased to 33 lakhs and now it has been further 
increased to 34 lakhs. What is this? It is absurd on the face of it. 
The cost of preparation and regulation actually cost in one year only 
21 lakhs and the cost of regulation for that year was only something 
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like 11 lakhs but now the cost of regulation alone is 34 lakhs. Of 
course, I realize that in the year 1940-41 it takes account of the months 
of January, February and March only foj regulation, and the cost to» 
be incurred subsequent to that is not calculated in that year. But I 
say, Sir, January, February and March are the months in which 
licences are issued and these are the busy time of the year; after that 
ther^ is practically no work for the licensing department. At best, 
what Government could do is to retain the subordinate executive staff 
only — the Sub-Inspectors and the Inspectors of Jute Kestrictiott 
Department hut not the licensing staff. If they could discharge job- 
workers alone, they (‘o\il(l make enougli saving. Tliey have put down 
for job-works 21 lakhs of rupees, but in tlie year 1J141 it was only 
2 lakhs 50 thousand; in the next year it was 5 lakhs 04 thousand. In 
place of 0 lakhs 04 thousand, it is now 21 lakhs. I would be pre])ared 
to give anotlier 5 laklis for the remaining period, for another three 
months, probably for inspection and f(»r finding out wheih<*r any jule- 
grower has grown jute in any plot whicli has not been licensed making 
a total of nearly 11 laklis only. How could ii be put down as 21 lakhs 
I do not understand; it is monstrous, Sir. 1 draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister who unfortunately is not here but I hope 
the JiCader of the House wall take note of this, as 1 w’ant a reply on 
this point. 

Now’, Sir, I have only a word or tw’o about Chminiunal harmony. 
No money is ne(*essary for communal harmony. AVhat is necessary 
is a change of heart and I shall show’ how it can be done. Sir, we are 
told time and again that we, Muslims and Hindus, are brotliers inhabit- 
ing the same land as neighbours and that w'e should not quarrel. We 
also reciprocate the idea but, Sir, it must be admitted that of the two 
brotlfers, though one is numerically stronger, he is far behind in 
educatijii and w’ealth — one is invalid and the other is healthy. What 
would a sick brother expect of 4iis healthy brother to do if the latter 
has any affection for him? It is expected that the healthy brother 
w’ould forego his share of milk in favour of the sick brolher and would 
wish his speedy recovery of health. But what would be the attitude 
of the sick brother if he finds that the healthy brother far from giving 
his share of milk to the sick brother, does not like the idea of the sick 
brother getting his own full share of milk and w’ishes that the sick 
brother should remain permanently invalid, so tliat he can never even 
think of claiming his share and may be satisfied with w'hat tlhs healthy 
brolher chooses to give him. Sir, unless the Hindu community can 
learn to look at the communal question from the right angle of vision, 
no amount of preaching or propaganda wx)uld be of any help. They 
are educationally and financially far ahead of the Muslims. They can 
afford to be not only just but generous. Let them look upon the 
Muslims as their sick brothers just struggling to recover their health 
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and let tliem meet out the treatment which a healthy brother should 
under such circumstances. But if instead, the Hindu community 
thinks that any demand from Moslems for their due share in the 
administration or in the loaves and fishes of the State is an attempt 
at encroachment on their vested interest and any mass ameliorative 
measure to protect the weak from the exploitation of the strong is a 
communal measure, there can possibly be no communal harmony.* Sir, 
the Muslims were in slumber for over a century and have just been 
awakened and are showing signs of political consciousness. It is only 
natural that they should now claim their due share in everything and 
if their legitimate demand is branded as communalism, who is to be 
blamed for it? Let there he real brotherly treatment and the ghost 
of communalism will disappear in no time like mist. The Muslims 
should not also think that Hindus are merely exploiters as zemindars 
and mnhajans. There should he brotherly feeling from both sides. 

As regards the Floud Commission, some steps could be taken to 
experiment with some of their recommendations. But nothing has 
been done, even, to see what difficulties are to be surmounted. Some 
of the subsidiary recommendations of the Commission could at least be 
considered, such as land alienation and reduction of high rentals. 

Then, as regards suspension of the business of the High Court for 
Jumma prayer, I think this is an interference with the religious rights 
of the Moslems. The Chief Minister claims to be a good Mussalman 
and he can be satisfied with the present state of affairs. But we 
Moslems are not satisfied with mere concessions at reqiiest, but would 
like to see that we are given full freedom in the matter of obligatory 
religious duties. 

Sir, I have already said that^the late Ministry had given definite 
understanding to spend the new taxes on nation -building departments. 
That Ministry could not possibly divert the proceeds of the new taxes to 
meet the cost of departments not direVtly connected with the develop- 
ment of the country; but the present Ministry has actually done it. 
The Ministry may yet consider if in view of the pledge given by their 
predeces‘<ors, they cannot set apart the 35 lakhs which is estimated 
as the receipts of the new taxes, for economic uplift of the masses. I 
would appeal to them to muster up courage and to show their genius 
even at this stage. If they do not do so, the impression will gain 
ground in Ihe countryside that they have no feelings for the masses. 
At this critical stage the country will not be satisfied with the mere 
idea of having intellectual giants or veteran politicians at the helm of 
affairs, but the country will judge them by their action. Let them 
show by their action that they have ideas and imagination : that they 
feel for the starving millions of Bengal and their appalling illiteracy. 
The days of tall talks and slogans must go and the age of real construc- 
tive work should dawn, if the masses are to be raised and the country 
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is to prosper. It will be up to our Ministers to take the time by the 
forelock and take full advantag:e of the war conditions for developing 
the country. Will they be prepared to do so? 

With these few worlds, I resume my seat. 

Mr.DHIRENDRA LAL BARUA: Mr. President. Sir. the Hon'ble 
the Finance Minister has attempted a smooth sailing and followed a 
path of least resistance in presenting this year's budget. He has 
stopped us from putting forward any new and additional demand on 
the ground that the budget had to be framed witli a view to “nution- 
saving” instead of “nation-building”. The redeeming feature of the 
budget presented obviously is that the Hon'ble the Finaiu'e Minister 
has not embarrassed his position as popular leader of Bengal by 
proposine* to wipe out deficit by resorting to any new taxation. And 
yet I may rrtnind him of the fact that wlien new taxes were im]>osed 
in previous years, tliey were imposed with the express purpose of 
strengthening the “nation-building funds” at the disposal of the 
Provincial (Tovernment, How far that j)romise has been kej)t and 
fulfilled is a (jiiestion to be answered by the authorities concerned. 
T'pon the whole, it seems to me that the purpose of the budget is to 
maintain the status quo of administration. It is wdse, sound and laud- 
able no doubt in face of the present w'ur situation and great dangers 
ahead. But it cannot be said that in the budget no new’ and additional 
provisions have been made. 

AVithout dw’elling on the budget as a whole, I will confine myself 
to certain observations concerning the vital interests of my community 
— I mean the Buddhists of Bengal speaking different languages, 
representing different races and inhabiting different districts. 1 am 
paiiifufly aw'are of the fact that I am to plead niy case under a consti- 
tution in which number alone counts. But I am the sjmkesman of a 
minority community witli a cultural heritage and an international 
importance not inferior to those of any other jieople or community. 
The Buddhists of Bengal are the living possessors of that heritage. 
Tliey are the descendants of those great forefathers who were the 
founders of several universities and colleges even in this province, who 
were the disseminators of learning far and wdde. 

In order to ensure a steady advancement of the community as a 
whole, I have been asking for a special provision of Its. 20,000 only 
for the higher general and technical education of our students and for 
their hostel facilities in Calcutta and Chittagong, the two great centres 
in Bengal where the Buddhist students come from different quarters 
for the study of different subjects. But I am so far denied even this 
paltry sum on the ground that there is no sufficient reason for it. 
Like John the Baptist, eating on locusts, I am crying in the wilder- 
ness. I take it that by sufficient reason or ground is meant the 
16 
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rnnnber of voting* stniijuth in the two Houses. I may point out with 
confidence that the present Buddhist population is not less than other 
ininoritv connnunities enjoying substantial and special grants for 
education. Similarly, there are special provisions for the ScheduJfed 
Caste, and even for a major community such as the Muslim. I do not 

grudge them nor will I grudge them so long as it concerns edui’ation. 

• 

There are two Buddhist hostels, one in Calcutta and one in Chitta- 
gong. The small grant-in-aid received either from the University or 
from Government is eaten up by house rents and the Superintendent’s 
pay. But what I wanted and do want now is that the ])oor students 
themselves slionld derive the benetit, while under tlie present, arrange- 
ment the Buddliist students are entitled to no concession at all. What 
is urgently needed is that provision should also be made for certain 
rent-free seats or seats at reduced rents for our students enabling a 
large number of them to reside in Calcutta and in the town of (^hitta- 
gong. As regards the Chittagong hostel, I wanted it to be arranged 
in such a manner that both the ccdlege and sc hool students might 
eciually take advantage of it. In other words, 1 want facilities and 
a real incentive to higher education. 

Given such opportunities, past results show that our students are 
capable of great achievements. For instance, one special State scholar- 
ship was awarded to one of our students in 1914 and his success served 
as an incentive to many others, and during the last 15 years eight 
students, (> boys and 2 girls, have gone to England for general and 
technical education even without Government help. But since 1918 
no State scholarship has been granted to any of our students. The 
present India Act pledges sufhcient safeguards for the interests of 
minorities. But does not the real advancement of the Bpddhist 
minority depend very largely in its fitness to take a prominent part 
in all branches of administration ^and commercial and industrial 
activities of the country? How c'an our youths accjuire this fitness 
unless they «ire given facdlities for educational training? To deprive 
thcun of such facilities is to put an eternal bar to their progress. I 
believe that an annual provision of so modest a sum as Rs. 20,000 only 
may suflice for the present to ensure educational advancement of my 
community. 

I have expressed on occasions more than once our gratitude to 
Government for the budget grant of Rs. 5,900 only for the Pali tola. 
There were hardly any Pali tuls worth the name before this grant was 
made. But with this inc*entive from Government we have a number 
of Pali tols functioning in difterent parts of Bengal. One regrettable 
fact is that in spite of the grow’ing number of Pali tols the amount 
provided for in the budget was not fully spent last year, wdiile in the 
year before last when the number of such tols was less, there was no 
surplus left. 
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With regnrtl io the Chittil^oii^ Hill Tracts. I am sorry 1 have to 
observe that the biulpfet estimates of the ecist of eiluoation are jfrowing 
less y^^ar after year. In o^fler to help the Buddhist dwellers of 
Ghittagong Hill Tracts there should be founded as many industrial 
and agri( ultural sch(*ols along with the ])rimary sciiools. The same 
remark applies equally to the Arakanee settlers of Cox's Bazar sub- 
diviston and of Khepupara in the Bakarganj district and to the 
Himalayan Buddhists of the district of Darjeeling. 

In connection with my memorandum to the (Trovernment of Bengal 
I ^uhniitted a detailed scheme of utilization of the amount to be 
})rovided for in tlie budget. But unfortunately no favourable response 
thereto has so far been received. If the popular Ministers were satis- 
fied that there was sutiicient reason for making ])rovision for Buddhist 
theological education, why should there not be sutticient reason also 
for due provisions for their secular education and training!^ 1 plead 
the cause of education because after careful consideration I find that 
there is no better way of helping my community towards progress. 
I need not dwell upon the value of education whiidi is better known 
to a great educationist such as the present Hon’ble Finance Minister. 
If it is too late ihjw to do anything special for Ihiddhist higher educa- 
tion in the present budget, I sincerely hope that due jirovisions will 
be made therefor in the sui)plementary or revised budget. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, I congratulate the Hon'ble 
Finance Minister for the jiresentation of his budget as best as he could 
wdthin the short time of his career as the Finan(*e Minister of this 
province. But congratulation does not mean that the Hon ’hie Minister 
shouljl go without criticism. However, Sir. leaving aside that criti- 
cism for the moment I w’ish to raise an important jxunt concerning 
this House as well as the other. My honourable friend Frofevssor 
Humayun Kabir has already referred to that. My rei)etition shows 
that how strongly w^e feel on this point. The point is that though 
the departments of the Legislature have been separated from tlie 
Secretariat Departments yet in the name of constitutional diftic*ulties 
our departments have been placed under the control of the Home 
(Constitution and Elections) Department of the Secretariat. Does the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister like that our departments should approach 
the Home Department even for a piece of paper or for a pin Y Is it 
not ])ossible to establish a convention on the analogy of the Legislature 
De])artments of the United Kingdom? Mr. Si)eaker of the House of 
Commons and Ihe Lord President of the House of Lords prepare their 
own budget and by convention are not expected to be subordinate to 
any tlei)artment of any Mini.ster of the British Cabinet. Their deci- 
bions are more or less final and the decisions are forwarded to the 
Finance Department merely for concurrence. In other words, the 
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Ministers stand in the position of post ofl&ce in relation to the Legisla- 
ture Departments of the United Kingdom, whereas the Home Depart- 
ment acts as the Intelligence Branch over the heads of the depart- 
ments of the Bengal Legislature. As the question of economy^ 
independence and retrenchment is involved in this issue, I would 
request the Hon’ble Finance Minister to go through this matter and 
find out whether he can place the departments of the Legislatuie on 
an indei)endent footing like those of the United Kingdom. 

T would now earnestly request the Honourable Leader of the House 
TO take note of the submission I have now to make before this House. 
Sir, I have already submitted before this House that the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister should not go without honest criticism. It' is my 
duty to tell him in most clear and distinct terms that our expectations 
have fallen far short of the realities as we notice in the budget esti- 
mate of the Hon’ble Finance Minister, the learned Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee. 

Dr. Mookerjee must realize that he is not only an important member 
of the Cabinet of this province but occupies to-day an exalted position 
in an organization outside. Therefore the Ministry consisting of more 
than a quarter of a dozen of Hindu Ministers is undoubtedly aware of 
the economic, social and educational condition of half of the members 
of that society constitutionally termed as Scheduled Castes. Am I to 
tell the Ministry that the Scheduled Castes are living in complete 
ignorance, without the knowledge of the born right of humanity ! 
am I to point out that for want of education they are unable to under- 
stand the civic and political issues submitted to their judgment? I? 
it not the duty, tlie bounden duty of every civilized Government to 
educaie their masters but where is the money? Where is sufiicient 
money provided in this budget estimate? Sir, by an agreament 
between the Scheduled Castes and the remainder of Hindus the provi- 
sion for setting apart a substantial anjount of the provincial revenues 
for the educational advancement of the mmibers of the Scheduled 
Castes finds a place in that historic solemn agreement popularly known 
as the Poona Pact. The cause of our education used to receive support 
and encouragement of some of the new Hon’ble Ministers at a time 
w’hen they adorned tlie benches of the Opposition. The creation of 
a special fund for the Scheduled Castes immediatelj' following a no- 
confidence motion against the old Ministry was the result indirectly 
achieved by the then members of the Opposition. Look at the proceed- 
ings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly and if the Hon’ble the Leader 
of the House wants a copy I may supply him and find out who were 
bewildered with joy at the first defeat of the last Ministry on the 
occasion of passing a resolution with the votes of the Opposition Groups 
to provide a sum of 9 lakhs for the spread of education amongst the 
Scheduled Castes. All these things happened at a time when the 
members of the Opposition did not occupy the Treasury Benches and 
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may I ask the Hon’ble Dr. Mookerjee who is the Finance Minister, 
where is the money now ? Since th^ introduction of Provincial 
Autonomy the Hindus have for the time now accepted respon- 
sibility on their shoulders to carry on the administration of the 
province and they have been put to a critical test I should say. 
Let not the support of the past few years witnessed by a cry of suspen- 
siori of the constitution be understood as placating- the members of the 
Scheduled Castes in order to capture the Ministry. Sir, there is 
another matter equally important which 1 would very much like to 
submit to you. I sliall fail in my duty if 1 do not refer to the utterly 
inadequate representation of the Scheduled Castes in the Cabinet and 
1 submit, Sir, that any disregard or neglect of their legitimate claims, 
especially at a time when the Hindus are in power, might lead to a 
feeling of distrust between the Scheduled Castes and the remainder 
of the Hindus. We have been painfully struck by the attitude of 
some Hindu leaders towards this community, which may be compared 
to that of the British politician towards the (picstion of India’s 
independence. Even the late Ministry consisting of what tliey described 
as reactionary forces of the country, led by the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 
Fazlul Hqq who is even now our Chief Minister, provided for better 
Scheduled Castes’ representation in the Cabinet in lf)d7 than what 
the progressive elements composing the present Cabinet have found it 
possible now. Sir, most of the members of the Scheduled Castes of 
the Legislalure shared their joy and sorrow during the past f(‘w years 
and only witli their help the present Ministry has come into i)ower. 

The Scheduled Castes are more united in 1942 than they wt-re in 
the year 19-37. However, Sir, in all fairness to that great leader 
Mr. Surat Cliaiid ra Bose, I must submit that this injustic(‘ w(uild not 
perh^I)s hav(‘ been ijerpetrated had he been allowed to reimnn outside 
as a free i-itizen. Injustices have no doubt been perpetrated but let 
noi these be perpetuated any •more, let not the feeling of distrust 
between the Hindus and the Scheduled Castes be deej)rooted; let not 
a precedent be (‘rented that our rights and interests cannot be safe- 
guarded -without statutory provision. Let not this bear an example 
of fairness to all communities concerned as loudly prot-laimed by the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister on the floor of this House. 

Sir, with your permis.sion, I like now to take up a subject of 
great complexity and difficulty and that is the question of creating a 
peaceful atmosphere between the communities. The Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister has the greatest support in restoring amity and iinder- 
^tanding, peace and harmony betw^een the two great communities. 
But, Sir, in order to establish communal harmony mere words of 
sjTupathy will not do. No amount of whitewashing, no amount of lip- 
deep sympathy, no amount of surface unity can ever bring prosj)erity 
and happiness in this land. I ask the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
in all seriousness if he» has ever looked to his own domestic problem. 
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The banishment Sf mutual distrust and suspicion from this unhappy 
land of ours, entirely depend on the solution of economic and political 

issues ^ith a bfoad and impartial outlook followed by practical actions. 

% 

Sir, the remedies lie in not keeping these issues in the background 
for the time being as the Hon’ble and learned Doctor is led to believe, 
but in looking to the realities of the situation and facing the fat^s as 
they are. Sir, I put it to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister whether 
he is aware of the fact that an ' organisation outside is making an 
attempt for the political abolition of the caste system while the Hindu 
society is not quite free from its traditional severity. Does he believe 
that it is ]>ossible to establish a brotherly feeling by such an attempt? 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Mr. President, Sir, frankly speaking, I had 
no intention to take part in the debate. In fact, I had not the least 
idea of taking part in it. But I have now been prompted by some 
considerations to take part in this debate and the reasons therefor are 
these: We know well and you, Sir, know as well that this House 

has not the least power to control and shape the destiny of the budget 
or to alter the course of the budget in any way. So, we cannot feel 
encouraged to take any serious part in a debate like this. It is only 
an academic discussion. Now, Sir, 1 liave been in this House tor the 
last 5 years. During the earlier years, 1 used to take ])art in the 
budget discussion and the suggestions given by me and other honour- 
able members were never heeded by the (Government. So, it is needless 
to spend breath over this mutter. This is the first consideration. The 
second consideration is that in spite of the direction^ given b\ the ("hair 
on sev(‘ral occasions in the past, the HonTde Ministers coiuerned are 
sometimes not jiresent in the House to listen to our leniarks. c 

1 would tlierefore make an humble recjuest to the Ministers to he 
present when an imimrtaiit discussion^ such as the budget discussion 
is taking place in this House, although our past requests have all gone 
unheeded. Now, Sir, my learned friend Mr. Amulya Dhone Roy has 
made a ])assionate api)eal to the Finance Minister regarding safe- 
guarding the intere.sts ot his own community; but. Sir, on whose ears 
have those words fallen? We have seen that the Finance Minister has 
been absent since the time Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain began to speak, and we have been assured by you. Sir, that 
the Ilon’ble Mr. Abdul Karim has been taking down notes. But I find 
that only two Iloirhle Ministers are present and none of them has been 
taking notes. He or they both might be taking notes mentally. 
However, Sir, 1 do not want to discuss the question as to whether any 
Minister is taking notes on the Finance Minister's behalf or not. AVhat 
I submit is that the absence of the Minister chiefly concerned to-day 
is most unreasonable and insulting to the House, inasmuch as we are 
obliged to make our suggestions in his absence.* Another consideration 
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for which I did not at first like to take part in the jdiscussion of the 
budget is that the Finance Minister has taken shelter behind the plea 
of a nation-saving budget aipl that he .had no time fo go through 
tl^ factors that make a budget sin»ce he was in office only for two 
months. Now, Sir, as it is war-time, he should have taken war-time 
precautions 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. As regards tlie honourable 
member’s observation regarding the absence of the Hoirble 
Finance Minister, I have already explained to tlie House that the 
Finance Minister had my permission for being absent, .his presence 
being required at Government House on some urgent work of State, 
but I expected him to come back early. If he does not come back 
within 5 minutes, I shall be painfully obliged to stop all discussions 
to-day. 1 see only two HoiFble Ministers at present in the Chamber. 1 
have also noticed that there' are other llon'ble Ministers who liave not 
attended any meeting since the Budget Session commenced. The 
Chair feels along with the honourable members of this House that this 
is unfair to the House. Budget discussions lose all im])ortance if the 
Ministry continues to act in this way. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: I am painfull\ aware that the Honourable 
Leader of the House more than once mentioned that he was taking 
notes hut 1 did not ever see him taking notes for the ILm'bli^ Finance 
Minister, and all that we have said in this Houm* have fallen on 
unfeeling and “unhearing" ears. 1 ma\ repeat with \our ptunnission. 
Sir. that the Finance Minister has taken shelter umler the plea that 
it is ^var-time and that, moreover, he <‘ould not go through all the 
factcu’s whiidi have to be taken into consideration in prej)aring a budget 
becau>e he has only been two months in ministerial office just then. 
Be that as it may, Sir, 1 think, that, being a highly-educated man, a 
great leader, the Hon’ble Finance Ministei’ should not have taken 
slieller under the ]>lea of want of time, etc. ILuvever, Sir, 1 shall 
not pursue this point any further but come dir(*ctly to the budget 
itself. 

1 find that a provision of rupees four cron‘s has been made for the 
nation-having department. Gut of this two crores will go for the 
payment of salaries to the A. It. P. officers, 1, theref(»re, beg to submit 
that it bO per cent, of this provision goes to meet the salaries of the 
officers then it is a most unsatisfactory arrangement. Then, some 
amounts of lb lakhs, 2 lakhs and lakhs for saving the lives of the 
people of Calcutta have been provided. It is most unfortunate. Now, 
Sir, everybody in this House must have read the newspaper statement : 
it says that there is every possibility of air attack on Chittagong, 
Serajganj, Comilla, Hill Tracts and right up to Assam. But I am 
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sorry to fiTnl that no provision has been made for these places. Why? 
I pause for a reply. Calcutta is not the only place where the 
activities of the Government should be concentrated. The lives of the 
people of these places are also valuable and arrangement should have 
been made in these placies as these places are in equally danger zone. 
Provision for saving the lives of the people is the first concern and 
arrangement should be made for this. Every member of different 
groups, whether Muslim League, Independent Group, New Coalition 
Group or Gov(‘rnnient Group, — I for myself may say that I do not 
belong to any group, I am unattached to any group, but I am not 
untouchable, have spoken on this subject. My friend Mr. Humayun 
Ivabir has shown by giving practical example how reduction might be 
effected under several heads without any difficulty. But I can assure 
him that such things will go unheeded. He thinks perhaps that now 
that he has gone to the Government side his suggestions would be 
Jieeded. But I doubt about it. 

Then, Sir, with regard to another matter — I mean the contour 
survey of North Bengal — I may say that this irrigation plan was taken 
up two years ago by the then Ministry. But nothing has been done 
materially. No scheme for tank im])rovement has been made in 
Dinajpur though tanks are more numerous here than in any part of 
the province. There are tanks in this distri(‘t 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. I now adjourn the House for 
15 minutes and if after that 

(At this stage the Hon’ble Mr. vSantosh Kumar Basil entered tlie 
Council Chamber.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU; Sir, may I ifiake a 
submission befoie you adjourn the House 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Yes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU; What I am sulv 
mitting is this: tlie Hou’ble Finance Minister had decided to stay in 
the Chamber till the very end of to-day's sitting; but certain important 
question has arisen with regard to State matter which required imme- 
diate consultation wdth higher authorities and that is the reason w'hy 
he and the Hon’ble Chief Minister have left. But before I left the 
Chamber T took your permission that I might be allowed to leave and 
do some very urgent w^irk in connection wdth the civil defence of the 
province. If I knew that the Hon’ble Finance Minister left at a parti- 
cular point i-f time I would certainly have come and attended the 
House. In the circumstances if there is no difiSculty in carrying on 
the proceedings of the House I would request that the proceedings may 
continue. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: As I have said, I can quite realize the absence 
of certain Ministers and even of the Chief Minister or the Finance 
Minister on some unavoidable busin<>ss. I have also e^^plained 
that the Hon^ble the Finance Minister at the time of leaving the 
Chamber to-day was good enough to mention to me that he was required 
elsewhere urgently. But it is also my duty to see that other Ministers^ 
are present, because at one stage I found that only one Minister who 
belongs to this House was present in the House when important matters 
about Agriculture and other important subjects were being dis* 
cussed by the Leader of the Opposition. As I ha^'" said, I do not 
agree with the view that those Ministers who do not belong to this. 
House may make themselves absent on such important occasions. They 
are given the right to participate in the proceedings of this House 
with a specific purpose. As I have said, I shall now adjourn the 
House for lo minutes. Tlie Hon’ble the Finance Minister is already 
absent for more than half an hour and without proceeding further in 
his absence let me adjourn the House for lo minutes and see if he 
conies back by that time. 

The House stands adjourned for 15 minutes. 


(A fter ad jo u rn meat. ) 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: 1 am very glad, Sir, that the Hon’ble 
President took the rigdit step and now' that the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister is present we would be able to speak and make our submissions 
before his very person. 

Khe Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: 1 tliink, Sir, 
an apology is due from me to the House. The Cliief Minister and 
myself were urgently summoned to Government House and as F did not 
W'isli to interrupt the honourable member wlio w'as then on his legs 
I mentioned tlie matter to the Hon'ble President and I obtained his^ 
permission to go. I am fully aw'are of the fact that the Finance 
Minister should be here when the general discussion of the budget is^ 
going on and I hope, Sir, the House will accept this explanation which 
1 am oft'ering. 

• • 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: I must thank the Hon’ble Finance Minister 

for wdiat he has said just now' by way of ex])lanation or something like 
that. Now', Sir, as I have submitted, the members occui)ying the 
Opposition Benches expect that the Hon’ble Ministers would be present 
and would hear their grievances, because their grievances are seldom 
heard and redressed. 

Now, Sir, the two pleas that have been given by the Hon’ble the* 
Finance Minister as I^ mentioned a few minutes ago, are firstly that 
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lie could not go through the budget, could not get time to go through 
and frame a very good budget and secondly that the war situation 
presented itself and therefore I did not like to criticise the budget 
when he has taken these two pleas. But 1 cannot help mentioning 
one or two things. He said that the commitments of the last Ministry’ 
were both good and bad and they had to be attended to. I cannot 
linderstand wdiat he means thereby. He has been very vague on* that 
point; not definite. What was bad in the last budget? What was 
bad in the last commitment? What was the commitment that was bad 
he should have been bold enough to tell us. What is bad he has not 
given us. Anything bad must certainly be rejected without any 
consideration because it cannot be made good. So he should have been 
bold enough to reject the commitments that were made by the last 
Ministry if they were bad. Then again. Sir, coming to the next point, 
there he has given us the idea that there will be no famine and no 
distress; that there will be no riot during the next year. He has 
said that a great toll on the exchequer of the province was taken last 
year, for cyclone, famines, etc. About Its. 70 lakhs were spent and he 
has provided only Rs. 2^ lakhs for famines and nothing for riot. Well, 
Sir, a greater riot is being expeided — I mean the w'ar is at our doors 
and Burma and Assam are in the danger of seeing the riot, an un- 
precedented riot in Ihe history of the world, very soon. He should be 
prepared to make more provision for that riot and not for communal 
riot. But he has anticipated that riot and has described it in very bold 
letters and in bold language in the budget. Sir, famine has become 
an everyday occurrence in Bengal for whicli Rs. lakhs is meagre. 
There is no danger of any riot in rural areas. The riot takes its seeds 
in urban areas, in towns ami why? It is !iot because of the jealousies 
between brothers that riot exists in towns it is because of the desire 
of cheap leadership. These are strange but true. We people. Sir, 
foment these things in the town to achieve our selfish ends and exploit 
the unfeeling masses, the poor villagers. We do create, foment and 
allow the riots to continue. Now to quell the riot, — to bring about 
oominunal harmony — the Hon'ble the Finance Minister has made a 
provision of Rs. 1 lakh. I do not kn(»w. Sir, whether Rs. 100 crore 
will be sufhcient to do this. 1 think we cannot sto]> these things unless 
the so-called leaders are stopped from fomenting tliese riots. 1 appeal 
in all earnestness to the leaders of both communities here, in the 
Ministry to take stei)s with a very strong hand to stop these so-called 
leaders in the mofussil areas who are by nature bad people. 

Sir, I do iK)t know what will be the items of expenditure on which 
this sum of Kjat 1 lakh is going to be spent — whether it is going to be 
spent on pamphlets publishing headlines which will be of no good to 
the people. I may suggest one thing in all humility and that is that 
all prominent men from mofussil may be called in a conference to 
•devise ways and means as to how to achieve apiity between these two 
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coniDiunities, If that not done a provision of Bs. 1(10 erore even 
will not be of any jyood to us. They are bns\ with Calcutta and witJi 
places thereabouts. , 

I will again appeal to the Finance Minister in all humility and 
with all the earnestne'^s that I can (‘onnnand that they will be good 
enougji to look at those places which thougli they are far far away 
from us, are not as far away as the Himalayas. 


Rai Sahib JOCENDRA NATH ROY: Mr. President, Sir, I must 
confess at the very outset that it is really a very difficult task on my 
part as also it has been on the ])art of some other lioimurable members 
of both the Houses to criticise the budget tiiat has been presented by 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister. The present Ministry has just stepped 
in, inheriting all the omissions and commissions of the last Ministry. 
The circumstances in which the budget has been ])resented are as the 
Hon’ble Finance MiiUNter has frankly said “without paralhd in the 
history of our country". A most d(‘vastating war the parallel of whish 
the world has perha])s never seen is knocking at our doors. Our very 
hearth and home are in danger of being ruined, our men massacred, 
our children and women are in danger of being crushed, and the fair 
face of our great country turned to a piece of “scorched earth” out of 
existence, (’an we then reasonably in tin* face of these imminent 
danger expect anything better than a war budget Is it the proper 
time to look to the improvement of the nation-building departments? 
Certainly we cannot exjiect the jireseiit Ministry situated as it is in 
such extraordinary circunistan(‘es to rectify tin* mistake of the ])ast and 
to effect real imjirovcment in their departments in s}>ite of the fact 
that ■'^hese improvements are the constant dreams ot their liv«*s. 

But we should also at the same time look at the other side ot the 
shield. In order to be jierfectll fair to the interest of the country, 
specially to that of the constituency I re]>r(‘scnt and abovt* all to be 
true to my conscience, I must say something about the details ot the 
budget and must venture to give some suggestions with a re(iuest to 
the Hon’ble Minister to take notice of them. 

The budget is on the whole rather not insjdring from various 
points ot view. The llon'ble Finance Minister is also (juite aware 
of it but he is rather helpless. So we don’t like to dilate much on 
this matter but we pass on to make s(»me remarks on some of the 
prominent items (»f the budg(‘t. 

First, let me take up the pro])osal for exj)enditure ovefi* Its. 4 crores 
on civil defence. It should of <*ourse be a principal item in war 
emergency. But it must be noticed by the Government that the 
expenses are properly and reasonably made and not a single farthing 
is misused. Moreover, ^Government s attention should not be onl\ 
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concentrated on the city of Calcutta but would be directed to all other 
parts of Bengal specially^ to those parts that have been declared to be 
within emergency area No. 1. With theifall of Singapore, the whole of 
the Bay of Bengal is now open to the enemy and they are at libeHy 
to launch their attacks simultaneously on several parts of Bengal. 
So all these parts of our country should get suitable share of the 
money. As regards the emergency areas within class 1, I shall here 
only speak of Asansol and its neighbourhood because I represent that 
area in this House. The civil defence measures that have been taken 
up here by the A. R. P. authorities consist of partial black-out at 
night, digging of some slit trenches on both sides of the Grand Trunk 
Road, and the construction of baffle walls in Government buildings. 
Besides these, we do not notice in this area any other preventive 
measures adopted. For instance there have been made no arrange- 
ments for alternative sources of drinking water, for providing A. R. P. 
shelters to those persons who might be rendered homeless by air 
attacks. Then again, there are some public* institutions which also 
badly require some (jovernment help for adopting A. R. P. measures. 
I must here mention the name of a public institution with which I 
am very closely connected. I speak of the only Girls' High English 
School, in the town — the Umarani Gorai Mohila Kalvan Girls’ School. 
The school owes its present position to a very humble beginning 
and how through various difficulties both pecuniary and otherwise, 
the school has now turned to its present condition has been re(‘ognised 
by the University for Matriculation Examination and has also been 
fortunate to secure some Government aid. But the financial condition 
of the school is not yet quite satisfactory and it can somehow meet its 
expenses. 

In s})ite of the fact that the area has been declared an emergency 
area of class 1, there is almost normal attendance of girls. Under 
the instructions of the University t^ie school is adopting A. R. P. 
measures. Baffle walls have been constructed hut there are many 
things still left to be done. The scliool reijuires at least Rs. 1,000 
to complete these measures and it can ill-afiord to meet these expenses 
and probably at least for its inability to meet these expenses, the school 
will have to be closed, though there is almost normal attendance of 
girl students to the school. May I therefore beg to draw the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister's attention specially to the poor institution of my 
area. Both the Hon’ble Minister for Education and the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister are very keen about the education of the country — 
especially female education. So my request to them is that in dis- 
bursing the funds for A. R. P. measures, they will kindly see that 
suitable monetary aid is immediately granted to this poor institution. 
I would also like to draw the Hon'ble Minister’s notice to the imme- 
diate adoption of other essentially necessary measures in connection 
with A. R. P. at Asansol and its neighbourhood — measures almost 
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similar to those that are beiug adopted by the Government in Calcutta 
because both belong to the same class and are similarly open to attacks. 

Secondly, regarding the provision of oiie lakh for the promotion of 
communal harmony, I must congratulate the Government for it. 
Communal discord has for some time been marring the fair face of 
Bengal and the most sliameful and disquieting news that we almost 
daily get from the newspai)ers overwhelm us all with a sense of despair 
and sorrow. But on the background of such gloom and despair there 
have arisen the present Ministry — an embodiment of Hindu-Muslim 
unity — like the glittering rays of the first rising sun, heralding 
the dawn of a new epoch of unity, love and prosperity in Bengal. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq, our Premier and veteran countryman, 
and the Hon’ble Dr. Shyamai>rasad Mookerjee, the distinguished son 
of a distinguished father, are by their union going to be the ])recur8ors 
of a new era not only in Bengal but also in India and we almost fervent- 
ly hope that communal strife that had so deeply blackened the face of 
our country during the last ministerial regime, will soon disappear at 
the earnest effort and zeal of the above two distinguished sons of 
India. So I think the Legislature will certainly api>rove rd this 
special provision of one lakh of rupees for bettering (‘ommunal 
relationship in Bengal. But at the same time I must also acquaint 
the Government with the suspicion that lurks in the mind of some 
people that in the guise of promotion of communal harmony the sum 
will be actually spent for party propaganda. I can however safely 
assure those people that they will soon find that their suspicion is base- 
less and ill-founded and every farthing of this sum has been utilised 
fr)r the best interest of the country. 

Thirdly, regard the yield of the operation of the Sales Tax Act, 
it uaS* previously told to the House that it would be utilised for the 
im]»rovement of the nation-building departments. But now it appears 
that the income from the operation of this Act is going to be utilised 
for the purposes of ordinary administrative work of the Government. 
May we not hope that the Government would try its best to earmark 
this income for the purposes for which it was originally proposed to 
imi)ose ? 

Lastly, Sir, on the item of expenses for general administration, 
the Government have ample scope for further retrenchments, thereby 
saving a good amount which may be more profitably devoted for the 
improvements of cottage industries, and nation-building departments. 
Some of the members of the pre.sent Ministry have very often spoken 
of the top-heavy administration of this province. May we not fairly 
expect of the present Ministry to do something in this direction to 
cut down these expenses as far as possible without injuring the 
administrative machinery? The Government should also remember 
one class of people of Bengal — a major part of its intelligentsia — people 
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who have been always taken and will always take the foremost part in 
the erection of the future j^eneration of this roiinoil — I mean the 
teachers of Ben^^al, specially the teachers of the emergency area of 
class 1, who have been or will be suddenly thrown out of employment 
from this department services without any remuneration whatsoever. 
May we not hope that the present Ministry by curtailing expenses in 
other directions, should set apart a sum for the help of this Section 
of the ijitelligentsia of Bengal? 

Sir, 1 have taken rather a long time and I will not disturb the 
patience of the House any longer. But before 1 conclude and resume 
my seat, one thing I must say. It is indeed a great relief to us all 
that even in the face of such a heavy deficit, the Government has not 
taken recourse to fresh taxation for that wT)uld have been an addi- 
tional burden upon the already over-burdened people of Bengal. 

In conclusion T must say something about the personnel of the 
jjresent Ministry and in this matter T hope 1 am only voicing the 
feeling of the general public. The present Ministry consists of some 
of the most distinguished sons of Bengal — indeed such a combination 
of the finest fruits of the University and tlie leaders of the so-long 
opposite camps, is rare in the annals of India, and Bengal is justly 
proud of them and expects much from them in the matter of promoting 
pommunal harmony and facilitating all-sided improvements in the 
coTintry. The fact that there is absolutely no such trenchant criti- 
cism of the Government from the side opposite, proves that the Legis- 
lature, and behind them the people of Bengal, have full faith in the 
Government. 

With these few’ w’ords. Sir, and with a repeated request to the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister to take note of the above suggestions, 

1 beg your leave to resume my seat. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Council •stands adjourned till 2-45 p.m. 
to-morrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 25th 
February, 1942. 
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Members absent. 

Tlie following members wvre absent horn the meeting held on the 
24th February, 1942: — 

(1) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(2) Rai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(3) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. B. C. Dutta. 

(5) Mr. N. C. Dutta. 

(b) Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Kliwaja Muhammad EsmaiL 
(S) Mr. K. L. Goswami. 

(9) Alhaj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohd. Jan. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Mohammad Asaf Khan. 

(11) Maulana Mohammad Akram Khan. 

(12) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(13) Sir T. Lamb. 

(14) Mr. J. MeFarlane. 

(lo) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerji. 

(lb) Dr. R. K. Mookerji. 

(17) Mr. R. Paul Chowdhury. 

(18) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(19) Mr. J. B. Ross. 

(iJO) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(21) Sir B. P. Singh Roy. 

(22) Raja Bahadur B, N. Sinha. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Ssssion—No. 7. 


The Council met in tlie Legislative (^liaiiil)er of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 25th February, 1942, at 2-45 
p.m., being the seventh day of the First Session, pursuant to setdion 
62(2) (a) of the (jrovernment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra) thmi 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


Question which remained unanswered during the December, 1941 

Session . 


Dacca Riot. 

51. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 

of the Home Department be pleased to state how many criminal <‘aHe8 
have been instituted at Dacca as a result of recent Hindu-Musliin riot? 
there ? 

(6) Out of these cases, how many are against Muslim accused and 
how many against Hindu accused? 

(c) How many Muslims and how many Hindus have been convicted 
in these cases up to this time and how many of either communities 
have been acquitted or discharged up to this time? 

{d) How many such criminal cases have been withdrawn up to this 
time? Out ol these, how many against Muslim accused and how man> 
against* Hindu accused have been withdrawn ? 

(e) Is it a. fact that some criminal cases arising out of the Dacca 
riots have been withdrawn without Government's consent? 

(/) If so, what is their number and under whose orders were they 
withdiAwn, and why? 

17 
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minister in charge of the HOME and PUBLICITY DEPART- 
MENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): Particulars on the 10th 
December, 1941, were— ' 

(a) 2,811. 

(h) 2,318 againq^t. Jtfuslims ; 493 against Hindus. 

(c) 17 Muslims and 14 Hindus have been convicted. 

12 Muslims and 55 Hindus have been acquitted or discharged so far. 

(d) Seven cases against Muslims and 2 eases against Hindus have 
been withdrawn. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Nine under the orders of the District authorities on different 
grounds. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if the Ministry is considering to withdraw the cases not tried up to this 
time for the sake of establishing communal harmony in Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That question is l)eing 
considered . 


Conviction of Mr. Kailash Chandra Sarkar. 

4. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

'i.) if he is aware that Mr. Kailash Chandra Sarkar. Secretary, 
Madaripur Krishak Praja Samiti, was convicted under the 
IX^fence of India Rules for participating in the demonstra- 
tion held on the 28th February, 1941, in connection with the 
‘Mute Day’^ declared by the Nikhil Banga Krishak Praja 
Samiti to protest against the jute policy of the then Cabinet; 
and 

(6) if it is the intention of the present Ministry to continue the 
policy of the last Government of using "the Defence of India 
Rules for preventing legitimate criticism of the legislative 
measures of the Government? 

The Hon’blc Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. (a) He was convicted and 
sentenced for an offence under rule 56(4) in respect of holding and 
taking part in a procession and a meeting 8(t which he delivered a speech. 
The meeting was ostensibly to protest ag^nst the jute regulation policy 
of Government, but was considered to be objectionable by the local 
oflScers. 
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(b) No Ministry of whicli I am the head has adopted or will adopt a 
policy of stifling legitimate criticism of legislative provisions. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the Hon’ble Miniiiter aware that his 
sentence has been modified on appeal to the District Judge’s oouilP 

Ttie Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, I am told that his 
sentence of imprisonment has l)eeu set aside and the accused has moved 
the High Court for a revision of the sentence. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: AVill the Hon’ble Minister now consider 
the desirability of not contesting his appeal in the High (vourt since 
the policy of the (Government has now changed ? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On a wnsiderotion of the 
facts of the case, I am prepared to accept the suggeslioii of my friend 
and not contest the motion for revision of the sentence by the High 
Court. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Thanks. 

General Discussion on Bucket. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now resume the general dis- 
cussion of the budget. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, 
yesterday at the time of the budget discussion most of the Ministers were 
not present in this House when T made certain comments regarding 
some departments some of which were vcr> important. W<* liave 
no right to comment after the ^Finance Minister has replied to the 
budget discussion as in the case of the I^ower House wliere there is 
voting on grants. This is the only occasion when we expect to hear 
what the other Ministers have got to say regarding these comments. 
Of course, the Finance Minister is the Minister in charge of the budget 
but he is not in charge of the different departments, and so it is neither 
possible, nor is he ^Competent to give reply to the (!omments made by 
us in this House regarding other departments. 1 would, therefore, ask 
your ruling. Sir, on the point as to whether other Ministers should 
not ahp ^jnake statements regarding the comments that are made in 
connection with the budget discussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Th«^ Chair agrees witli the Hon’ble th% Leader 
of the Opposition that if any sugge.stion is made with regard to the 
other departments, the Ministers in charge of those departments also 
should reply to those points. That would he very convenient. 
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Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Mr. President, Sir, 
I met a friend of mine the other day and he described to me the Upper 
Souse as a House of Regrets. Here the.'e are two parties, one is the 
Ministerial Party and the other party of the ordinary members, and 
what we are doing is Wly to express our regret for something done or 
not done. So far as^ our position is concerned, we have always insisted, 
as the Deputy President pointed out the other day, that some of the 
members of this House should be taken in the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee. Unless we are on the Committee of Public Accounts, we can 
not get any insight into or any inside knowledge of the working of the 
departments of Government. We at present do not see any scheme. 
We have no material on which a scheme is put forward by Government; 
we simply get the beautifully-bound red and green books which contain 
a lot of materials but we do not know the real connection between the 
schemes and how they are interlinked. Moreover, the departments that 
are working under this budget are vast in number. Unless we come 
in touch with the Ministers in charge and the Heads of Departments 
who are responsible for the formulation of the schemes, it will be quite 
impossible for us to understand the budget and to be in anyway useful 
in this direction. We all know that we have got no power to vote 
upon demands for grants and that is a great disability on our part. 
Naturally, that is why our suggestions and observations do not receive 
the attention from Government that we expect. And we feel so much 
on this point, Sir, that I should like to make it clear to the House 
through you, and I also appeal to my friends here that unless some 
of the members of this House are taken on the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee, henceforth we would refuse to participate in the discussion on 
the budget. (The Hon’ble Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee : That will 
be another retreat !) ^ 

My next point is with regard to administrative expenses. As my 
friend Mr. Humayun Kabir pointed out, there is a tendency to increase 
these expenses from year to year. It is, of course, true that the more 
of nation-building w’ork we take up, the more money will be requireid. 
But, Sir, have we really done any nation-building so far? Instead 
of nation-building we have perhaps built our own Ministry or probably 
our own building; instead of rehabilitating our national finances, we 
have perhaps built up our own finances; and instead of improving the 
condition of the nation we have perhaps improved our own. 

Sir, a good deal of searching of heart is necessary and I 4ay this to 
the Government as well as to the present Opposition members who until 
recently formed the Government of this province. I must also address 
a word to the present Ministry who have undertaken the responsibility 
of office — and most of wffiom had hitherto formed the Opposition — that 
the time has come for giving a proof of their mettle as their action will 
be judged before the bar of public opinion. 
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Every Ministry is as a matter of course a national Ministry; but to 
become truly national it must be inspired and sanctified by the idea of 
sacrifice and denial of self. • The Hon-’ble Ministers are more aware 
of the fact than myself what a grave danger is staring us in the face,-x 
I mean the Japanese iflenace. In such a time as this, can we not expect, 
now that both the Provincial and Central Exchequer is hard pressed 
for fiSiance, that the Ministry and its adherents and supporters sliould be 
satisfied with the minimum amount for their emoluments as recom- 
mended by the Praja Party and the Congress? It is expected that the 
Hon’ble Ministers should set an example to others by accepting the 
minimum. It is well known that the Japanese who liave been showing 
great industrial and at the present moment undoubied military etiiciency 
allow only Rs. 500 to their Premier. The Hon’ble Ministers are the 
leaders of the people and I fervently hope that they will rise above 
petty personal considerations of salary and bring round their party 
adherents to their way of thinking and thus justify the support they 
have received. In Australia, I hear that all-round retrenchment has 
been effected. Why do not our Ministers prevail upon the officials to 
agree to a voluntary cut and augment the resources of the Ogvernment 
to strengthening the nation-saving items? 

Then, Sir, as regards the utility of the Debt Settlement Boardf 
wliich have already and are still absorbing more and more money of 
the Bengal Exchequer, I may say it is doublful, and on the floor of 
this House many honourable members, who have personal knowledge 
of their workings raised various notes of protest. I would request the 
Ministry to go into the matter more carefully and if there is the least 
element of suspicion, I w^ould think that the amount under this head 
may l>e diverted towards the formation and stabilisation of land-mort- 
gage banks. Some Act may be passed to wipe off the rural indebted- 
ness, which have become for the/)easants unbearable and chronic. 

There is, however, one problem which is the problem of problems 
over-shadowing every other matter. That is self-protection. A human 
being must live first before he can do anything else. This important 
and all-engrossing problem has been beautifully solved by our British 
masters completely stripping us of all kinds of offensive weapons and 
making indiscriminate arrests of persons holding progressive views. 
We are taught to look to them for our protecticm. What does the 
Leader of our British masters say? Mr. Chundiill says that we shall 
continue to receive ill-usage at the hands of the Japanese during the 
year 1942 and he hopes to retaliate in 1943 and also admits that they 
are unable to carry on any effecive offensive on all fronts, thus virtually 
leaving India to its fate. In the circumstances, we must ask the 
Government of Bengal and through it the Government of India so 
long as they carry that name, to give us protection — protection of our 
lives and property. I di>mand as a representative of the millions of 
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our couatrymen that you are morally and legally bound to do so. I 
do not pretend to have any expert knowledge of modern war and 
armaments and their power of causing ^death and destruction. Our 
British masters appear to be equally deficient in this respect. Other- 
wise, why their much-vaunted fortifications of Singapore built at an 
expense of 9 million pounds sterling melted like snow before the Bising 
Sun? In Bengal which is admittedly in the danger-zone, how many 
anti-aircraft guns and fighters are there to protect us? 

What measures for our protection have been devised compared to 
what has been done in the British Isles? Have we not seen day after 
day in the editorials of the ‘‘Statesman” that Lord Beaverbrook has 
been castigated for his over-anxiety to save England at the cost of 
losing war elsewhere, neglecting the defence of other parts of their 
Empire? T hereby suggest to the Government of Bengal that if you 
find that you cannot adequately safeguard the lives and properties of 
the citizens, you must declare Calcutta as an open city; that all war 
industries should be removed to a safer place far from Calcutta and 
you must evacuate as many persons as possible. The normal activities 
of the tow’n should be reduced to a minimum and it may also be con- 
sidered whether the courts should not be closed. Evacuation should 
be organised in close co-operation with non-officials of a representative 
character. Special provision for housing and feeding of the poor and 
lower middle-classes should be arranged. In any evacuation scheme 
precaution should be taken to see that no distinction of caste, colour 
or creed is made, as has been suspected in different places where such 
evacuation has already been done. Special arrangements for safety, 
housing and feeding should be made for the labour population if we 
really desire that there shall not be any dislocation, especially of 
scavepging work which is essentially necessary for the health of the 
civil population of the towns. Lastly, I congratulate the Finance 
Minister, although the cliaracter of h^s budget has not undergone any 
remarkable transformation from what obtained before probably due 
to shortness of time, for facing the facts boldly and not adding to the 
burden of taxation to break the proverbial camel’s back. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, to speak on the 
fourth day of the budget discussion is a difficult task. Observations 
become stale. But w^e live in stirring times and so observations bear 
emphasis and even repetition. Allow me, therefore. Sir, to make some 
observations on the budget. At the very outset, I desire to congra- 
tulate the Hon’ble the Finance Minister for the very lucid way in 
which he explained the intricate and salient features of the budget 
and also for the budget itself, as it would have shown surplus of 20 
lakhs of rupees had it not been for the fact that a provision of one 
crore 25 lakhs had to be made for Civil Defence, a very essential 
provision. No wonder, therefore, Sir, that thiere should be a deficit of 
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one crore 5 lakhs. But, Sir, my friend on the other side Khan Bahadur 
Muazzamuddin Hosain was saying* the day before, that this budget does 
not bear the impress of the gejiius of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. Si^ 
allow me to remind him that after the tall of Singapore, the enemy is^ 
only a few miles off from Rangoon which, when reached, may very well 
be a jumping-off ground for an aerial attack on Chittagong and 
Calc/fttta. Further, Sir, we have it on the authority of Major-General 
Molesw’orth, Deputy Chief of the Staff’, that Japanese warships are 
operating in the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean. Not only that. 
Sir. We have it from the “Statesman” also that “in Eastern Bengal 
and Assam the red light of danger glows. AVe have to face facts and 
realize that a situation might arise in which the Japanese would pene- 
trate into both the provinces and threaten Noakhali, Faridpur, 
Serajganj and the line of the Brahmaputra to the Garo Hills.” This 
then is the situation. Can it, therefore, he a matter for surprise that 
stress should he laid on the fact that this is hardly the occasion for 
normal standards of peace-time hudgeting or for ])lanning and (construc- 
tive thinking for largc-s(‘ale nation-building efforts? 

Frankly, Sir, this is a (hvil Defence budget. But, Sir, I find it 
very difficult to draw’ a line of demarcation Ixdween civil defence and 
military defence; because Bengal, particularly my constituency 
Chittagong, is practically within the w’ar zone. Sir, defen(‘.e l)eing a 
Central subject, the cost of defenc-e should be borne entirely by the 
Government of India, although 1 do not contend that the Provincial 
Government cannot contribute to it. Provim'ial Government may 
certainly contribute. But, Sir, a (iovernment wliich spends millions of 
money every day for the conduct of war need hardly throw the burden 
of civil defence expenditure on a Government which is scarcely solvent. 
Sir, fecently there was an agreement arrived at in Simla and New 
Delhi by the representatives of this Government wnth the Central 
Government. May 1 enquire wlrtither the representatives of the Govern- 
ment went there wdth the a])proval of the Legislature? If not, I trust 
in future, whenever any binding agreement is arrived at with the 
Centre charging the revenue, that wdll be done with the approval of 
the I^egislature. I say this because the slab expenditure arrangements 
have not been in favour of Bengal. Sir, the Government of India’s 
contribution of 87^ per cent, of the exi)enditure of civil defence should 
have been made from the very start. Provincial Government should 
not have been asked to bear the entire first slab expenditure. There 
is another condition. For the civil defence scheme Government will 
take in the coming year a loan of 1 crore 25 lakhs, payable in 5 equal 
annual instalments. I am afraid, Sir, this condition will work very 
harshly on the revenues of Bengal particularly, when it is apprehended 
that we shall have a series of deficit budgets for some years to come. 
Therefore, I think, the Bengal Government ought to move for suspen- 
sion of the clause for repayment of the loan advanced as long as deficit 
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budgets last. We hope that the ultimate victory will be ours. Then 
it may very well be that the Centre will remit the debt, as it did remit 
the 8 crores debt when the Provincial ^as inaugurated in 

i937, for which we are all so grateful. 

Now, Sir, about the civil defence. Here in this connection, my 
friend Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury of our party elabotately 
dealt with this question and pointed out the difficulties and defects and 
also said what should be done. I desire to draw the attention of the 
Government to his speech. Sir, happily the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu has been placed in charge of civil defence and I hope 
everything will be done efficiently and expeditiously. Complaints have 
been made by some honourable members that whole attention has been 
devoted to the defence of Calcutta and its neighbourhood only. Sir, 
places from Calcutta to Serampore and from Calcutta to Budge-Budge 
which are all industrial areas should be properly protected both 
militarily and civilly. I would draw the attention of the Minister for 
Civil Defence to the cases of Chittagong and Noakhali and other areas 
by the side of the Brahmaputra leading to the Garo hills. I submit, 
Sir, all that was necessary to be done in Chittagong and Noakhali has 
not been done yet. T hope the Hon’ble Minister w’ill see to these 
allegations. The danger is looming so large that every effort vshould 
be made by the Government of Bengal to induce the Government of 
India to undertake from now on the military defence not only of 
Calcutta and Chittagong but also of other maritime places. The danger 
of invasion of this province is increasing every day. 

Sir, I regret to say that not sufficient money is being diverted for 
organising civil defence in the interior; the interior in my opinion 
has been very much neglected so far. In my view', in order to shpple- 
ment the efforts of the military, there should be a second line of 
defence and that line of defence should consist in the formation of an 
auxiliary force, the inauguration of a national militia. Government 
should start voluntary organizations for the purpose of the training of 
volunteers in the use of arms, giving them tommy guns and also 
removing all restrictions on the use of fire-arnis. The whole country- 
side should be organised. What is most important is the need of 

stopping llie tide of alarming rumours w'hich lead to disorder and panic 
and which disturb the stability of the social life. For this it is very 
necessary that a sense of confidence and security must be aroused in 

the minds of the people so that they may keep up their morale. Such 

organizations will be very helpful. Government should also state their 
own position with regard to the private voluntary organisations which 
have been set up for the purpose of resisting the menace of air- 
raids and adopting other safety measures. Government should state 
their position particularly in relation to the Congress organisations, the 
Provincial Moslem League of which the Hon’b^e Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq 
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is the President and the Hindu Mahasabha of which Sir Manmatha 
Nath Mukherjee is the President. Government should say whether 
these private orp^anisations Should be’ permitted to adopt air-raid 
precautions and other safety measures. It will not be enough to tell ^ 
us that private persons would be invited to sit on the Committee of 
Government and be allowed to do every tiling in co-operation with the 
Government. AVliat I am urging on the Government is that so far as 
these private organizations are concerned, all possible facilities should be 
given to them for ado]iting measures against air-raids and for adoptin^^ 
other safety measures. Along with this, Sir, permit me to say that the 
most important thing to do is to rouse among the people a spirit 
of resistance. This will to resist can he generated in one way only 
and that is by the British Government declaring India free. For, it 
is only a free country that can fight for its freedom with zeal and 
enthusiasm. A national Government should be immediately established 
in the Centre. Make the people feel that they are fighting for their 
own country’s freedom as much as for the liberty of other oppressed 
and suppressed nations on earth. Sir, this point leads me to a (‘onsi- 
deration of the next question and that is the question of the release of 
political prisoners and all persons interned, detained, banned and 
restrained under the Defence of India Act. I jmt a question on this 
8ubje(‘t the other day and the answer of the IIonTde the Home Minister 
was that there were still d,o()() persons in Bengal in durance rile. Sir, 
is it at all conceivable that jieople who are asking for the freedom of 
their country will he the very people who wdll allow’ any aggressor to 
come in? -Sir, I at least cannot conceive it. May I he allowed to 
quote w’hat the Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek said? Addressing tho 
people of India in his message he observed: “Sin(‘e my arrival 
in tWs country, I saw wdth great satisfaction that there existed 
among the people of India a united determination to oppose aggression”. 
Sir, this is a fact and a fact w^tll-knowm to the people as w’ell as the 
Government. The General urged that Government must take the 
people of India into its confidence. If this is the position, then I hope 
and trust the Government wdll release all the prisoners without delay. 
Sir, even Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose who brought about union between 
the Hindus and the Muhammadans was not immune from the clutches 
of the Defence of India Act and the rules made thereunder. He was 
taken away on an allegation — an allegation which I dare say on 
scrutiny will be found to be absolutely baseless — that he had establish- 
ed contact with the enemy. Sir, if under such unproved allegations 
Mr. Bose could be arrested and taken away from Bengal and made to 
suffer great inconveniences in the Trichy Jail, then I shudder to 
think what must be the lot of the smaller fries whose number is legion. 
These people all love their country, and those are the people who are 
competent to organise the countryside to resist the aggression of the 
enemy. So far as this question is concerned, I should repeat that these 
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people should be let out immediately. It is not enough, Sir, that 
arrangement should be made for the grant of allowance to them and to 
their families. It is not enough that the rules should be changed. The 
grant of these small mercies will not compensate for the loss of their 
freedom or allay the anxieties of the people of Bengal on their account. 
If they are brought out of the prison, I have no doubt, this one fact 
will he helpful for the country to put forth its maximum war efforts 

Sir, my time is short, but before I sit down, I must refer to one 
other item, namely, the provision of one lakh of rupees for promoting 
communal harmony in this province. So far as this is concerned, it is 
all to the good. We know. Sir, what was the position of the country 
a year ago. Owing to the communal outlook of the former Govern- 
ment of wliich the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin and the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy were so prominent members, the country was sur- 
charged witli communal clouds. The storm burst and first swept over 
Serajganj and Khulna and then over Dacca and next over the villages 
in the Narayanganj subdivision. There were other incidents also in 
different parts of Bengal. The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq, a man of 
sentiment, of generous feelings, whose love for Bengal is real and deep, 
saw all these, repented and was determined to set matters right. 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose seconded his 
efforts. 

(Here the member reached his time-limit.) 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
made a differentiation between nation-saving and nation-building 
activities. I would suggest to him most respectfully that the expendi- 
ture under the heads “Medical” and “Public Health” is necessai'y for 
^‘nation-s4iving” purposes. Expenditure on these two heads is vitally 
necessary for saving the masses of our people. In this budget it is 
noticeable that there is a decreased expenditure provided for these 
departments. The greatest swurge of Bengal is the disease known as 
malaria. I have the misfortune to belong to a subdivision which is 
notorious for malaria, I mean the Satkhira subdivision of the Khulna 
district. My own village even in this season of the year is the hot-bed 
of malaria. I happened to be there with my family for a short time but 
in this short time almost every one of my family was attacked with 
malaria. There is a dispensary in the village run by the District Board 
and the average daily attendance there is of about 200 malaria cases. 
The District Board cannot find money enough to bear the cost of the 
ordinary equipments for this dispensary and the decreased expenditure 
in the present budget would mean further decrease of Government con- 
tribution to the District Boards. I suggest to the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister that ;tl^s decrease he should try his level best to make up. 
I speak from peieonal knowledge of the District Board of Jessore. 
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Our District Board is handicapped by reason of insufficient cess collec- 
tion. The cess collection is not up to the standard and because of the 
decreased provision made, th^ augmentation grant is bound to be low 
this year and this means augmented distress in the districts. So, I 
desire to make this appeal to the Hon’ble Finance Minister that he will 
see if the usual contributions can be made to the District Boards. 

ft 

The next question which I should like to raise is the Beveiiue 
(Floud) Commission report. Sir, I was a member of that Commission: 
the previous Government consulted the opinions of both Houses of the 
Legislature on the recommendations of this Commission. But the 
Government did not tormulate any opinion of their own. I do not 
know how long they will take to come to a decision on the report. At 
any rate, Government ought to make up their mind one way or the 
other without further delay. The Floud Commission recommended 
that the I’ermanent Settlement should he scrapped. One reason for that 
recommendation was (hat under the present arrangements of the Perma- 
nent Settlement no one is responsible for land improvement. 1 give 
one concrete example. 

In my own subdivision there is a hil known as Bakchara bil which 
is subject to the influx of salt water. As a result, there has been failure 
of crops for a long time ]>ast and the distress among the large number 
of people affected has been acute. I have been trying hard for the last 
few years to g(‘( (liese zemindars interested in putting up an effective 
embankment but I have failed. Everybody’s business is nobody’s 
business. Tb(‘ zemindars get enough from the other tenants in other 
areas to he ahl(‘ to overlook tlie loss that would arise from the non- 
payment of rent hy the people who have got lands in this ])articular 
area.'* But llie >ufferings of the people who are dependent upon 
this hil are immense. They are beyond description. Thousands 
of people are starving and efery year I have to move the local 
authorities to give adet^uate relief to the people there. But then 
gratuitous relief is not always (d)taiiiable adequately and agricultural 
loans do not afford appreciable help. I mention this as a specific 
instance of the evil effects of the Permanent Settlement in the hope of 
putting an end to the influx of salt water hy raising an emhankment. 
I do not know what particular Hon’ble Minister is responsible for 
looking into tlie (|uestioii of embankments hut 1 would most respectfully 
request the Minister in charge to make a survey and pre])are an estimate 
of expenditure in connection witli the construction of a suitable embank- 
ment there. If the Government is prepared to advance the necessary 
money to construct an adequate emhankment there, that money can well 
be realized from the actual tillers as well as from the zemindars and 
the tenure-holders. If that is done and if Government kindly inter- 
vene in this matter, much-needed relief will be given 'MMie poor people 
who are mutely suffering. 
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Now, Sir, I would like to touch on another matter in which I am 
interested and that is the Nabharan-Satkhira Eoad, which runs from 
Nahharan Station on the Khulna sectio^i of the Bengal and Assam 
Railway to Satkhira. The construction of this road was taken up by 
the Provincial Road Board when I was a member of the last Legislative 
Council. Several years have passed since this road was taken up. It 
is 28 miles in length, 10 miles of which lie in the district of Jessore and 
the remaining 18 miles in the Khulna district. My own subdivision is cut 
oft’ from the district headquarters and if this road is completed our sub- 
division will have a direct through communication with the district 
headquarters. It now takes about 14 to 16 hours to reach the district 
headquarters by steamer but if this road is opened up it will take not 
more than 4 hours to reach the district headquarters. Only 10 miles 
have been finished during such a long time. The Communications and 
Works Department is a slow-moving department. I was told at one 
time that it does not even know how to spend the money whicli is 
granted from the Central Road Fund and it is iin])ossibly slow and 
dilatory in its methods, as will be illustrated by the non-completion of 
the road in question within the course of six years that it has already 
taken up. I would make a respectful suggestion to the Hon’ble Minister 
concerned to look into the condition of tliis road and to see that the 
remaining portion of the road is completed without further delay. 

Now, Sir, a serious question was raised the other day on the floor 
of this House regarding the suspension of the work of the High Court 
on Fridays for Jumma prayer. I would request through you, Sir, the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister to stay for a few minutes (at this stage the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister was leaving the Chamber). 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; I ftm li^re, Sir. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: All right, Sir. The matter was raised 
by the Leader of the Opposition, Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain, through a question to which my honourable friend the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department gave a reply which we 
considered unsatisfactory and evasive and I also used the w^ord ' ‘flip- 
pant” at that time to which you, Sir, took objection. The question, 
Sir, is indeed a very serious one. And I would like to make a few 
observations in this connection. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister, Sir, 
the other day made a statement in this respect and said that the High 
Court Judges were always willing to accommodate the practising lawyers 
who were anxious to say their Jumma prayers. There is still some 
difiiculty. Sir. The lawyers’ clerks have to be present to watch the 
cases when the lawyers go to say their Jumma prayers and they cannot 
go to perform tjteir Jumma prayers. The difficulty is not about the 
daily Zohur or the mid-day prayer which may bf performed during the 
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^ laid-day recesa; but it is in respect of the Jumma prayer which is per- 
formed only once a week a little in advance of the time of Zohur 
prayer. The High Court risea for lunch at 2 o’clock and it re-assembles 
at 2-30. My humble suggestion is that if on Jumma prayer days the 
court rises an hour eafly for the mid-day recess, that would solve the 
difl&culty. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister the other day said that the 
litigants do not frequent the courts. I wish the Chief Minister were 
present now for I would like to contradict him on this point. 

I have personal experience in the High Court as regards Jumma 
prayer. The Hon’ble tlie Chief Minister has said thal two rooms have 
heen set apart for this purpose. But tliat is not so. Only one room has 
Been set apart and that is so small that the people have literally to 
squeeze themselves in in order to say their prayers. The new room that 
is under construction on the roof of the High Court is far too small for 
the purpose. It has l)een said that very small number of litigants 
come to the High Court in connection with hearings of cases on the 
Appellate Side. But that is not the case. Quite a large congregation 
is formed. We want a sufficient! lai'ge room. And we want also at 
least half an hour’s interval to say our Juvima prayers. There is 
nothing to say regarding the Zohur prayers, because they do not 
encroach on court time. Sir, the Muslim public feeling in Bengal has 
been much exercised for a very long lime over this question. The 
High Court has issued orders regarding the su8p<m8ion of business in 
the mofussil courts during the Jumvia prayer. We beg the Hon’ble 
High Court to suspend their own business only on Fridays for half an 
Four. So, my respectful suggestion to the Hon’ble Minister concerned 
is that he should move the High Court for suspending the work for only 
half an hour. The Muslim public wall be grateful for this generous 
gesture on the part ot the High Court if they suspend their business 
for half an hour to enable the Muslims to say their Jumma prayer, 
wdiich is enjoined on every Muslim by the Holy Quoran. 

Next, I would say something about the nation-saving schemes on 
which the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is going to spend a lot of 
money. So far as Calcutta is concerned, those who have their occupa- 
tion in Calcutta wall have to carry on, air-raid or no air-raid. Pamph- 
lets have been published instructing people as to what they should do, 
how they should protect themselves against a possible air-raid. But 
nothing has been done to compel the landlords or house-owners to take 
necessary precautions in respect of houses occupied by their tenants. 
Some steps should l)e taken so that these house-owners actually take the 
necessary steps to protect the lives of their tenants. Simply issuing of 
pamphlets and press communiques are not going to help the tenants. 
As regards the appointment of officers in the air-raid precaution services, 
the complaint is made that Muslim officers’ percentage is very low 
among the numerous appointments made. There is a grievance in this 
respect and I give expression to it. 
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Sir, the time at my disposal is very short. There is another point 
I should touch and that is about communal unity. For this, the 
present Government has allocated a 8um,of Us. 1 lakh to be spent on a 
programme the details of which are yet to be prepared. Recently a 
speech was delivered by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister at Khulna. 
He said, of course I arn speaking subject to correction, that he and 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee were the persons responsible for spreading 
communal poison in Bengal. And now these are the two gentlemen 
who have put their shoulders to the wheel to neutralise the effect of 
this poison. Well, if that is the case, then I have an humble sugges- 
tion to make. I would suggest that tliis sum of money be met from 
^ their own pockets, because it is they who have done the mischief and 
it is but fair and just that the poor tax-payers of this province should 
not l)e saddled witli an additional burden on account of their wrong- 
doing. The mischief has been done when they were against each other 
and now when they are united and are seeking to undo the effect of 
their actions, they should in all fairness to the tax-payers of Bengal be 
paying this sum from their own pockets. (The Hon’ble Mr. M. 
Shamsuddin Ahmed: Sir Nazimuddin w^as also a mischief-maker.) 
It is very unfair to say that Sir Nazimuddin was a mischief-maker. 
If that were so, why did you, including the Chief Minister, remain 
silent for 4i years when Sir Nazimuddin and Mr. Suhrawardy were 
carrying on the administration? None ever raised a protest that these 
two gentlemen were the arcli niis(diief-makcrs. T have been in the 
Coalition Party for the last two years and never did I hear euch a 
thing. This accusation against Sir Nazimuddin and Mr. Suhrawardy 
is most unjust and repreliensible. I protest against this with all the 
emphasis at my command. I should say, Sir, that it is mean to 
fasten the blame on Mr. Suhrawardy. (The Hon’ble Mij. M. 
Shamsu])DJn Ahmed; Learn manners.) Well, Sir, my manners are 
all right. ^ 

Now to resume, Sir. The Hon’ble Finance Minister in his printed 
speech on the Budget statement at page 23 has made certain observa- 
tions which I wish to read out: they are as follows: — “Communal 
discord has in recent years marred the good name of the province. 
The Ministry is pledged to carry on its administration in a manner 
which wdll be just and fair to all communities and interests; for so 
alone can confidence in the bona fides of Government be restored”. I 
would like to draw' the attention of the House to the last sentence of 
this extract. What is the meaning of the words *'bona fides can be 
restored'’? I have tried to understand the meaning in my humble way 
but without success. Confidence in the bona fides of the Government 
has got to l)e restored ! That is, .the implication is that the Govern- 
ment which the present Ministry has succeeded had lost the confidence 
of the people. (Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakra verti; It is quite 
apparent.) It may be apparent to my friend Mr. Chakraverti but not 
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to me. Did the Muslim community of Bengal ever complain that the 
previous Ministry had lost their confidence? They never said so! Did 
the Scheduled Castes ever coimplain that i^he previous Ministry had lost 
their confidence? I never heard that they did so! So, if any com- 
munity may be said tcfhave lost its confidence in the previous Ministry, 
it may be the Caste Hindus and nobody else. Sir, not l^pg ago, if I 
may *say so, the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq used to say that by “public 
opinion” what was meant was merely Caste Hindu opinion; and by 
the words “public press” what was meant was notliing else than opinion 
expressed in the Caste Hindu press. 1 do not know if this statement 
of the Chief Minister is subscribed to by the Cabinet collectively. It 
may be that my Caste Hindu brethren had lost their confidence in the 
previous Ministry but not certainly the people at large. 

Sir, the taste of the pudding lies in the eating. How has the 
present Government set about the task of restoring confidence, to use 
the language of the Finance Minister? May I give an illustration, 
Sir, of the manner in which they are doing so? There is the case of 
the Jummah mosque in Mymensingh. The Hindus were allowed to 
lead a procession with mu.sic in front of this mosque; the Muslims 
objected but the present Ministry allowed the pro(*ession to proceed. 
Let me say that never within living memory had any proce<><sion ever 
jiassed by that mosque before. If it was done by the Hindus to 
vindicate an abstract right, then that is a different matter but it wa-s 
unnecessary and they need not have insisted on taking out a procession 
before the mosque which had not been seen within living memory. Sir, 
the •sentiments of the Muslims have been deeply hurt by this action of 
the Ministry. Is this the way in which the present Ministry is 
going to set about restoring communal harmony? Then, Sir, it is well- 
know^ that Miislim League workers and students are being prosecuted, 
because w^herever the Ministers go, NalleJujahs and //osmuahs are not 
sung in their welcome! Muslim League w'orkers are being punished 
and harassed for exercising the elementary rights of a citizen. Sir, if 
that is, the way they are going to restore communal harmony, then I 
can tell them that they are foredoomed to failure. Able Muslim officers 
who have got constructive ability in them are being shifted unneo 4 >s- 
sarily from stations where they were doing good work. There is a case 
in Jessore which I have in mind. (Mr. Amulyadonk Hoy: Your 
information is wrong.) But I have got evidence in support of my 
statement. I have got reliable information in my possession. It w’as 
a purely private matter of which notice w^as taken and the officer' was 
transferred to another district quite unceremoniously. My friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed tells me of the case of the Subdivisional Officer of 
Chittagong, who also was transferred from Chittagong on a flimsy 
pretext. Having regard to these instances of the present Ministry's 
activities, Sir, talk of restoration of communal harmony comes with 
ill-grace from the Hon’ble Finance Minister. 
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Dr. KUMUO MNIMr RAY: Sir, I do not want to take nmch 
time of the House, particularly in view of the ^statement by the Hon’ble 
JFinance Minister that he had very little time to prepare the budget and 
that he had to deviate his time only to that part of the budget which is 
known as the nation-saving department and the A. R. P. I shall, 
therefore, qpnfine my observations to a few points concerning the 
A. R. P. organisations which are being set up and which are proposed 
to be set up. "We all agree that there should be no stint in the matter 
of allotments for air-raid precaution. But I must say that the schemes 
that Lave been prepared so far should be properly executed. He has 
rightly said that there is red-tapism; and unless the red-tapism is 
j Removed, I am afraid the money provideiLfor them cannot properly be 
spent. What is needed is: much more expedition in the execution of 
fichemes which have been prepared. I have only one or two suggestions 
to make with regard to the shelters wliich have been dug in the maidan 
. and other places. Now, Sir, what has been our experience in Rangoon? 
The margin of time between the sounding of the siren and the actual 
bombing was only two or three minutes in many cases. Just imagine: 
you are travelling from College Street to Shambazar or from Lansdowne 
Road to the Lake side. In such a contingency you will probably not be 
able to reach a shelter or your destination in less than 10 minutes’ time. 
It may be said that you can enter a private house as soon as the siren 
^oes. But it is very difficult to do vso, especially at night time when it 
would not be possible to get entrance into a private house even if the 
owner of the house is there — it will at least take 10 minutes before you 
^an effe(^t entrance. Therefore, I suggest for the earnest consideration 
of the authorities that pucca houses within a distance of hundred yards 
each may be set apart for being utilised as air-raid shelters, so that you 
may be able to run and take shelter in these shelters wijtkin two or, .three 
minutes from any point. Such shelters should be kept open day and 
night so that there mdy not be any difficulty in getting access. It is 
no good saying that so and so wdll give shelter; for, when actually the 
shelter is needed it will be found that the door is either locked or bolted. 
Then, Sir, such shelters should be ju’ovided with first-aid things, drink- 
ing water and otlier necessary articles. That is my first suggestion with 
regard to the A. R. P. 

There is another thing which I want to mention with regard to the 
arrangements about the evacuees from Burma. These evacuees are 
staying in dharamsalas and musafirkhanas. They are given permits 
practically after they stay in these dharamsalas for some time and after 
it is ascertained whether a particular person is really an evacuee or not. 
8o he must go to a particular dharamsala near the Outram Ghat or the 
Babughat before he applies for a permit. Then, Sir, the sanitary 
' condition of these dharamsalas is very bad and requires a"lot of improve- 
ment. I would enquire, therefore, whether it is possible or not J:o issue 
these permits on the steamer before disembarkation, so that by the time 
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tbe evactiees get down from the steamer they ifjiJI.he ready with permits 
to go either to the volunteers or to their friendsk and relatives and they 
will be able to go to their proper places. 

Sir, I do not want to take up much time of the 'House with regard 
to A. .R. P; One, otJier point to which I should like to reft5t 
is about the casualties as a result of air-raids. After all, the number 
of caiAialties may be 50,000. But what about the number that may be 
killed by famine and pestilence that will break out in the mofussilP 
I am not sure whether there is any scheme pre])ared by the (Tovernment 
for the prevention of epidemics in the mofussil areas. Already, even 
before the actual raid has taken place, about 60 per cent, of the popula- 
tion of Calcutta liave evacuated and gone over to the mofussil areas. I 
do not know whether it is the desire of the authorities to remove 
pregnant ^omen from the city before the evacuation order is issued. If 
that be the j)olicy, if those people who are in delicate condition — who 
are old and infirm are to be removed to prevent embarrassment to the 
authorities, they should be removed at once to some places where 
danger is least expected, and suitable provisions should be made to 
extend maternity and other help in those mofussil areas. I am nicrt: 
aware of the existence of any Isolation hospital in the moffusil centres. 
There are many people here who are connetded with municipalities. 
Some of them probably are chairmen of the different municipalities 
and they miglit be in a better position to explain the position and to 
inform whetlier 1 am correct in stating that hardly any moffusil station 
has got an Isolation hospital worth the name which can accommodate 
infectious cases in case an e])idemi(5 occurs. I have seen a few isola-v 
tion wards attached to hospitals in the moffusil towns in connexion 
with my inspection of the medical schools in those places and I may 
say, :jvithout fear of contradiction, that those arrangements are not 
even adequate for the normal needs of those very towns not td talk of 
a large number of infectious diseases breaking out on account of the 
huge exodus from Calcutta. Have suitable measures of a preventive 
nature in anticipation of epidemics arising in those places been taken? 

Sir, I really do not want to criticise any of the other items which are 
more or less of a standing nature, for instance, the training of medical 
students. If it is thought that the war is going to be over in three or 
four months, I have nothing to say. But, it this war is to be a pro- 
longed one, then we might well imagine what the medical requirements 
would be and what arrangements we should make from now on. It 
may be 5 or 6 years or even ten years, heitause the enemy has not h«en 
successfully checked or overcome so far. If the war is going to be a 
protracted one, India will require probably hundred times the military 
strength which is now available, and you will have to supply the Army 
with a host of doctors. And, unless you make necessary arrangements 
for ensuring continuity of the supply of doctors by ensuring a conti- 
nuity of medical education, you will fail to supply the need in proper 
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time. I would, theref^oTe, earnestly suggest for the consideration of 
the Government whiether it is not desirable to prepare a scheme, as had 
been doyie in London. As soon as the war broke out, all the London 
medical institutions were shifted to Cambridge with bag and baggage 
including the hospitals, students and staff. They thought that 
especially during war time they would require a very large number of 
doctors and so they wanted to see medieval education *^0 unham'pered. 
I would earnestly draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to this 
aspect of the question. 

There is another aspect to be taken note of. Once a raid takes 
place. Sir, say on the Medical College, all valuable collections in the 
museum and the valuable apparatus may be damaged and you w'ill not 
be able to replace them in less than 5 or 6 years after the end of the 
war. Now, that leads to the question of the training of nurses. The 
training of nurses in Calcutta hospitals, I think, is unsatisfactory. 
Recently arrangements were made in the Campbell Medical Hospital 
for the training of nurses. I had suggested during the last budget 
discussion the necessity of utilising the mofussil hospitals for the 
training of nurses and I was given an assurance tliat this matter will 
he seriously considered by the Government. But nothing apparently 
has been done so far. -Since then the situation has changed and 
increasing arrangements will have to be made in our hospitals on 
&cco\int of the war casualti€\s and yet no active steps have been taken 
to train a large imniber of nurses which we want so badly. 

Even now there is plentj' of time to shift these nurse-training centres 
to some places in the mofussil wliere there are medical -schools or 
hospitals. Tlie time at my disposal is short and it is not possible for 
me to compress my other suggestions. I only want to make one sVigges- 
tion before I conclude. There is a budget provision for a climatic 
sanatorium. Now, Sir, the climatic ‘sanatorium for Bengal is an old 
story. About 5 or 0 years ago a Marawari gentleman gave a donation 
of Rs. 3 lakhs for starting it. I do not know what happened to that 
amount. Much time was spent over selecting a suitable place, such as, 
Kalimpong, Darjeeling, etc. In the meantime, a private institution 
which fulfils the reciuirements of a climatic sanatorium has been in 
existence in Kurseong and it has been admitting patients and treating 
them successfully for the last 3 years. Instead of increasing or enlarg- 
ing that institution I find that a provision has been made in the budget 
of Rs. 1 lakh for a climatic sanatorium. Now, Sir, you cannot develop 
an institution — a tubercular institution — under these war conditions. 
You cannot find equipment or other necessaries. Moreover, you will 
require a large amount of money for the maintenance of such an 
institution. 8o, I would seriously ask the Government to divert this 
amount towards the developmen't of the existing institution at 
Kurseong. 
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Khan Sahib ABDUL AZIZ: Mr. President. Sir, without going into 
ceremonial formality, I shall at once take up the item of Us. 5,69,000 
assigned for publicity purpose* and on this head tlie last year’s allotment 
was Rs. 3,65,000, t.e., the present allotment is nearly 90 per cent, more 
than the last year, ft is very curious that those members who used to 
oppose any expenditure on this head are su])])orting it, altliough it has 
nearly been doubled. I seriously take exception to this heavy enhance- 
ment at the cost of the other important heads wliere money is vitally 
necessary. I submit that the figures be reduced at least to the last 
year’s figures. 

Sir, it is needless for me to impress upon you or upon my colleagues 
that if we want to do any good to our country, it is upliftment of the 
economic condition of the poor raiijnts and to si)read education amongst 
them. 

I now come to the item of Rs. 1 lakh for communal harmony. It is 
a moral idea 8 urel 3 ^ I doubt what pra<‘ti(‘al gain will be derived from 
this scheme. So far we have had no hint or intimation about the modus 
operandi of spending the money. Unless and until the i)ractical, social 
and religious leaders can forget jealousies and hatred and learn to treat 
one another with sym])athy, toleration in every aH})ect of life parti- 
cularly in religion, culture and in the economic field, where the bread 
problem is the loudest and most crying, mere Government pro])aganda 
will be of no avail. I suspect some posts will be cTeated and some kith 
and kin of the Ministers will be nourished. Moreover, I suspect that 
this scheme w’ill go a long way in breaking the solidarity of our Muslim 
League and in breaking about its disruption. 

Lastly, 1 take up the imumie from tlie Sale Tax and flute Tax. At 
the t^ne of the passing of the above Acts, the ex-Einance Minister gave 
us the assurance that the major portion of the money from these sources 
will be utilized on nation-buildyig de])artments, but it is a great dis- 
appointment to notice no mention in the budget of these moneys. In 
fine, I would like to urge upon the Ilon’ble Finance Minister that he 
will do a great credit to himself and earn the gratitude of the poor 
people of the pr(»vince if he extended a liberal and generous hand to the 
most essential, most vital, most constructive and most harmony-pro- 
ducing business, namely, Education. If we take the province as an 
organic body and the two communities as its chief working organs then 
we cannot expect it to be healthy unless we can make the weaker organ, 
namely, the Muhammadan community, equally strong with the other. 

The Hon’ble Chief Minister held out a hope to the province that he 
would safeguard the interest of the Hindu community and the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee will do the same in the 
case of my poor Muhammadan community. This on the fact of it 
sounds rather queer. The treatment which the Muhammadan com- 
munity in Bengal has hitherto received, is most discouraging. The 
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record is very dark and we are most diffident about the future prospect. 
As a specimen I can cite the example of oppression of Muslim League 
members^ and Muslim students in different districts such as Noakhali, 
etc. 

With these words, 1 beg to conclude my remarks. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. President, Sir, 
the duty of replying to the debate on matters relating to civil defence 
devolves upon me, because the portfolio of civil defence co-ordination 
has been entrusted to my charge. I may be permitted to begin with 
some of the very valuable suggestions which have been made by my 
esteemed friend Dr. Kumud Sankar Pay from whom I have derived 
great help in some of the problems which have confronted me in my 
new sphere of activity. I shall try to meet the points he has raised on 
the question of shelters. 

My friend seems to tliiiik tliat l)eyond providing for a few slit 
trenches in the inaidan noiliing substantial has been done in the matter 
of providing slielters for tlie population of Calcutta. 1 may invite his 
attention to the fact that provision on a very large scale has l)een made 
for slit trenches not only in the wuidtm but also in the different parts 
of the city wlierever available space has \woi\ secured. The Calcutta 
Improvement Trust in collaboration with tlie Communication and 
Works Department of the (irovernment of Peugal has been entrusted 
with this work. Besides the i)rovision for slit tremdies, as many as 
500 pucca buildings in the city of Calcutta are being strengthened and 
protective measures are l)eing provided in those buildings, so 
that tliey may be available at the time of air-raids as shelters to the 
public. That is a circumstance which I hope will carry reassurance to 
the minds of the citizens of Calcutta. These buildings will be '^avail- 
able to the public without any (question being raised by the owners or 
occupiers of those buildings. They will be declared as shelters avail- 
able to the public. Government are also considering the necessity of 
providing for (*ertain shelters in Government buildings so as to offer an 
incentive to ])rivate ])arties to come forward for the satisfactory solution 
of this problem on similar lines. (Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti : 
When will they be ready?) Well, Sir, these houses will be ready for 
occupation as shelters if any emergency arises. But the question of pro- 
viding protective measures is intimately connected with the supply of 
building materials which I think are now available to a much larger 
extent than before. And I think I can assure the House that the work 
of ])roviding these shelters and carrying out protective measures in those 
buildings is proceeding apace and we can expect to complete the work 
at the earliest possible date. We cannot invite the public to come and 
take shelter in buildings which are not protected after declaring them 
as proper shelters for the housing of people at the time of an air-raid, 
Tf we are to invite people to such buildings, we have got to protect them 
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properly and before we can discharpre that responsibility we cannot 
declare those buildings as shelters. That is what is holding us back for 
the time being. 

The other question that has been raised by Dr. llay is the question 
of evacuees. That is a very important i)oint and elsewliere I have 
declajed the intention of (xovernnient and the steps that Government 
are taking in this matter. Already a Committee lias been set up in 
Calcutta under the cliairmansliip of the SlieriiV of Calcutta and non- 
official support is forthcoming in abundance to imjilement the scliemes 
which Government have jirejiared in this resjiect. I iinderstand, Sir, 
that voluntary efforts are not lacking in the matter. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the (luestion of the issue of jiermits raised 
by Dr. Ray, T may say that it is also engaging the attention of the 
Government. Permits are now issued from the steamer ghaU before 
the evacuees start for dhaNuinalas or mumfirk}iatm,s. Dr. Ray suggests 
the granting of ])ermits on the -steamer before tlie evacuees get down. 
But T do not know whether it is possible for (lovenimenl officials to go 
out of Calcutta and arrange for the issue of jiermits on the steamer. 
But I can say this that the earliest po.ssible opjiortunity is now taken 
to grant permits and as soon as the evacuees land, permits are issued to 
them. Contrary to Dr. Ray’s suggestion, others have suggested that 
permits should be given in these (IharamsaJaa far away from the steamer 
ghats. I sup])Ose tlie 'system now prevailing is perjiaps the best. 
However, 1 shall remember the suggestions made by Dr. Ray and see if 
they can* be given effect to. 

Then, Sir, Dr. Ray empiired what anisingements have b^n made tx) 
deal with famine and ejddemics which may break out in the rnofussil 
in consequence of the large exodus which has been taking jdace 
from the city of Calcutta for some time past. T may inform the Tlouse 
that we are not unmindful of tln^ seriousness of the situation which may 
develop as a result of this exodus. A scheme for d(*aling with the 
situation has been prepared and arrangements have been made for the 
enforcement of the Ejiidemic Diseases Act in the threatened areas. 
Arrangements have also been made for the storage of va(‘cine lyinjih and 
cholera vaccine for several months’ consumption at a safe place outside 
the vulnerable areas. With this end in view, branches of the Public 
Health Department are being scattered all over the province where 
there is a risk of the breaking out of epidemics. Indeed, this is a 
problem which is in the mind of the Government — i)rovi8ion is being 
made to deal with a development of that character. 

Then, Sir, as regards the continuance of medical education and 
removal of the medical institutions from Calcutta to mofus«il stations, 
that is a question which is very difficult to tachle. Facilities for medical 
education and hospitals on a 8cale similar to what we have in Calcutta 
cannot be expected in ^the rnofussil stations. How is it possible to 
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remove an institution of the magnitude of the Calcutta Medical College 
and Hospitals in a mofussil area, without necessary buildings and 
hospital accommodation, without clinicaji apparatus etc.? It is for 
this reason that this problem cannot be solved as easily as it is suggested. 
But the utilisation of the resources of Calcutta with regard to this 
matter has not altogether been lost sight of. I understand that the 
Surgeon-General and other authorities have already taken up« that 
question and it is under their consideration. I do not know whether 
the standard that Dr. Ray desires to be set up in the mofussil can be 
attained. But the distribution of students from the medical -schools to 
other schools outside Calcutta has not been altogether lost sight of. 

Now, some criticism has been made to the effect that the mofussil 
areas have probably been ignored in our air-raid precautions and civil 
defence arrangements. I do not think that that criticism is quite justi- 
fied. Without going into details as to the arrangements which have 
been made for the mofussil areas, I think I can give a rough outline on 
the floor of this House as to the steps which have been taken in 
different parts of the province. The industrial area close to Calcutta, 
rather the following municipalities liave been provided with all the 
necessary arrangements whicdi have been introduced in Calcutta itself, 
namely, (1) Seramjmre, (2) Baidyabati, (3) Kharda, (4) Budge- 
Budge, (5) Barrackpore, (6) Rishra-Konnagar, (7) Hooghly-Chinsura, 
(8) Tittaghur, (9) Bhadre*swar, (10) Tollygunge, (11) South Suburban, 
(12) Bally, (13) Champdani, (14) Uttarpara, (15) Garden Reach, 
(16) Kotrung, (17) Chittagong, (18) Bansbaria, (19) Howrah, 
(20) Asansol, (21) Kulti, (22) Burnpur and other similar places. Apart 
from these, other areas which are Classes II and III areas from the 
point of view of danger and emergency, have also been similarly 
treated, although on a smaller scale. The total non-recurring c&st of 
these schemes for the mofussil areas comes up to one lakh 50 thousand 
approximately and the total recurring cost will come up to Rs. 10 
thousand per month. Schemes for other areas are also under considera- 
tion. Now, Sir, that is the position with regard to the mofussil areas. 

As regards civil defence arrangements which have been made in 
Calcutta, I may indicate them as broadly as possible. Some criticism 
has been levelled as regards the cost wliich is to be incurred and which 
has been incurred in respect of these schemes. But I may remind the 
House that a very large part of this burden will be borne not by the 
Provincial Exchequer but by the Central Exchequer. The Provincial 
Exchequer will not have to bear the whole of the expenditure, not even 
the major part of this expenditure. A very substantial portion will 
ultimately be recoverable from the Central Government under financial 
arrangements which had been agreed ui)on in Delhi in January last, 
to which a reference has already been made by the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister in his Budget Speech. Schemes with which the Calcutta 
Corporation are now working involve a non-recurring expenditure of 
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Bb. 9 lakhs and a recurring expenditure of Bs. 12 thousand. Of this 
also a certain proportion will ultimately ho recoverable from the 
Calcutta Corporation. Thu-s^ the ultiniato expenditure falling on 
provincial revenues will he much less than Rs. 4 crores. 

Now’, the question has been raised why the nation-building depart- 
ments? and the permanent needs of the province have been neglected in 
view of the expenditure on the head of civil defence. That is a point 
which the HoiCble the Finance Minister will probably deal with in his 
reply. But so far as my department is concerned, I have taken 
scrupulous care to see that all essential expenditure which cannot be 
delayed may not he relegated to a position of inferiority even in these 
days of emergency. But we have got to make some sacrifice in these 
days ^so far as essential nation-building works are conc'erned, particularly 
in the mater of Public Health and Medical Departments. You know 
very well, Sir, that medical hospitals have to a certain extent to be 
kept clear of ordinary patients, mild cases i)arti(“ularly, in antic!ij)ation 
of ca«ualties from air-raids. And under those circumstances the 
necessity of spending money on tlie medical budget has to a certain 
extent been diminished. Current expenditure has of necessity been 
curtailed because of tlie vacancdes caused in some of the beds. Also we 
cannot take in hand any large-scale scheme for the present in the 
Public Health and Medical Departments. That is obviously due to the 
fact that tliese schemes for the time being must he relegated to a rear 
position in view of the overwhelming need to j)rovide for civil defence. 
Civil defence is a matter wdiich cannot to any extent he antitdpated. 
You are well aw^are that these schemes have got to he varied from 
time to time as emergency arises. As the clouds thicken, we have got 
to change, vary and alter our schemes and money wdiich w’a-s not 
necessary becomes suddenly necessary, immensely necesvsary, to be 
spent because of tlie clianging 'situation. If we had not provided for 
all these possible developments, Ve would have certainly been blamed 
for not having sufficient foresight t(» jirovide for situations which might 
develop to the detriment of the province. It is for this reason that 
this sum of Rs. 4 crores finds a place in the budget although much 
of it w’ill come from the Central Exchequer. 

So far as Calcutta is concerned, probably the House is aware that 
the Warden service is not fully organised. At present, I am paying my 
attention to the (luestion of strengthening the Warden service with a 
view to develop it to the fullest possible extent. What is needed in 
these circumstances is public sympathy and popular co-operation in an 
abundant measure. I am thankful for the offers which have been made 
from different sections of the House and from public organisations 
outside. I am mot quite sure whether it will be possible to secure the 
co-operation of parallel organisations in A. R. P. measures, because 
after all when we have g^t to fight the enemy, whether in active defence 
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or in oivil defence, unified command and pooling of resources is 
absolutely necessary. Under these circumstances, it requires very close 
scrutiny to find out whether help from parallel organisations in fighting 
the ravages of the bomb is possible if there is no unified control, no 
continuity and no single organisation hound by stringent discipline of 
something like a police force or military force trying to protect the 
people against the enemy. This is the difficulty in taking direct* help 
from a parallel organisation where there is already an A. R. P. 
organisation functioning in the area. But the field is vast enough and 
non-official co-operation and assistance will he most welcome in other 
spheres of activity. There are many kinds of work and services 
open to non-official organisations; and I desire to take the earliest 
possible opportunity to formulate schemes in that direction. I hope 
non-official assistance will not he lacking. People of influence, those 
who can insj)ire confidence in others, can keep a close watcli and super- 
vision over the different areas of the city, can help the A. R. P. 
organisation in recruitment of personnel in the different services. The 
situation is such that we cannot afford to lag behind. We must wake 
uj) to the danger of the situation and sliould not raise questions about 
our ideologies, about our previous commitments, political or otherwise. 
We must pool all our resoun^es for the purpose of building up an 
organisation which can be helpful for protecting the citizens of Calcutta 
and of the whole province. 

Sir, I do not think it is necessary for me at this -stage, having 
regard to the very limited time at my disposal, to attempt anything 
but a rough outline of the measures adopted in Calcutta for the purpose 
of ensuring civil defence. In the matter of fire-fighting we have raised 
the personnel of the Calcutta Fire Brigade from 200 to 900. Addi- 
tional fire stations are now under construction. Reserve depots, 
barracks and a training school have been provided for. Additional 
equipment has been ordered. The additional costs of these schemes 
for Calcutta amount nearly to 40 lakhs of rupees and a recurring 
expenditure of Rs. 62,000. The mofussil areas liave been ins])ected 
by the Chief Officer of the Calcutta Fire Brigade whose recommenda- 
tions are being implemented under the supervision of the Fire Adviser 
to the Government w'ho is himself a retired Chief Officer of the Calcutta 
Fire Brigade. Tlien, in order to provide water for fire-fighting pur- 
poses, certain tanks in Calcutta have been filled to the brim ; approaches 
to tanks, nuUns and canals are being broadened and improved and 
130 underground reservoirs are being built in Calcutta. Mobile canvas 
containers have been purchased and have been fitted on to the lorries. 

There are difficulties in the matter of obtaining equipment from the 
Government of India. "We are trying our very best to secure those 
equipments, and as soon as those difficulties are got over, I think they 
will be forthcoming and we shall be able to be of greater service in 
this line. 
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Then, in Calcutta an alternative water-supply has been secured by 
providing for 2,500 tube-wells. It may be that some of them have 
gone out of commission eveiubefore they could be used; but certainly 
Government cannot be held responsible for them. Local people of 
influence ought to lujwe come forward and protected tliose tube-wells 
in their respective localities from mischief. Sir, we have not so far 
been 'able to devise any sort of fool-proof or mischief-j)roof tube- wells. 
Some amount of criticism has been levelled against the Government 
on this head but certainly Government have done their best in the 
matter and if some tube-welk have been damaged by ingorant people, 
Government cannot be held responsible. The Calcutta Corporation 
should come forward and take st€‘])s to protect this alternative water- 
supply for Calcutta in as thorough a manner as ])ossible. So far as 
the (jovernment are concerned, they are not responsible for defective 
tube-wells. 

As regards hospital beds, possibly the House is aware that as many 
as 10,000 emergency beds have been provided for Cahuitta. Casualties 
will occur if air-raids take place over the city and in order to face 
that situation those beds have been re^served for Calcutia and the 
industrial areas. Two infectious diseases hos])itals too are already 
on their way to completion in or about Calcutta for the purpose of 
meeting the emergency. 

Improvement and addition to the nursing service has also been 
taken in hand and male nurses are being trained to take tlieir places near 
those beds. First-aid parties are being organised. But I am sorry 
to say that the response in this line is rather poor and we have not 
been able to secure the personnel which is nei^essary for the purpose 
of manning this service. Here there is genuine room for non-official 
effort. I appeal to non-official gentlemen to come forward and by 
reason of their influence suppl 3 i the necessary j)ersonnel for first-aid 
parties, for without them the whole casualty service is likely to break 
down. I do hope that eveiy one of the members of this House who 
have got influence and the nece.ssary drive will be good enough to 
come forward and help Government in the matter of securing these 
first-aid parties. I do not desire to take any furtlier time of the 
House. We are trying to do our best. If there are lacunie, if there 
are defects, if there are gaps, we sliall be only too glad if they are 
pointed out to us. After all, Sir, this is a legacy of the last Ministry. 
They shaped its constitution, they devised its complexion and it was 
they too who furnished the necessary personnel and determined its 
communal proportion. So, the last Ministry is largely responsible and 
we who have inherited their credit or blame, are fully prepared to 
share it with them. 

All that we are doing should be scrutinised against this inevitable 
back-ground. Of course, the previous Ministry left just before the 
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Jajmnese came into the war and we came into office. It has, therefore, 
been a very great burden upon us, the time being so very short. But 
we are trying our best to do what is possible and I hope that with your 
goodwill and the support of the people we shall succeed. 

The Hon’bie Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE; Sir, as 1 rise to 
reply to the debate to which I have listened with attention during the 
last 4 days, I tender my thanks to those members of the House who, 
while realising the difficulties that confronted us, offered us 
constructive suggestions with a view to help us in discharg- 
ing the onerous responsibility that has fallen on the present 
Ministry. Sir, in the course of the debate references were made to 
many detailed items of expenditure relating to various departments. 
I shall not make an attempt to give an answer to each of such questions; 
but I can give this assurance to the members of this House that the 
points whi(;h they have raised have been noted by the Ministers con- 
cerned and will receive their earnest consideration. I fully realise that 
this House, constitutionally situated as it is, is not competent to vote 
on the grants included in the budget and that it is only in the course of 
these 4 days’ general discussion on the budget that the members have 
an oi)portunity of expressing their oi)inion on the provisions made 
therein. 

Sir, I wish to refer first of all to those two or three points which have 
been raised concerning the dignity, tlie right and the status of the 
House. There is first the question of the Public Accounts Committee. 
It is a difficult matter — it is a matter which does not concern merely 
the relationship between this House and the Government, but the 
relationship between this House and the other House. As you know. 
Sir, since the new Ministry came into office we have expressed our 
anxiety to settle this question in a manner which wull be consistent 
with the legitimate rights of both Houses of the Legislature. And it 
is my confidence that with your fullest co-operation. Sir, which has 
been assured, custodian as you are of the rights, dignity and privileges 
of this House, it will be possible for us to settle the matter amicably 
and satisfactorily. 

With regard to the second question, namely, the joint control of 
the Library and the Legislative Building, I am really surprised to 
know' that this Joint Committee is not functioning. If it is a matter 
on wdiich Government can do anything, I undertake to bring this to 
the notice of the proper Minister or authority and see that this question 
also is properly disposed of. But if it is a matter which rests entirely 
on you tw'o, Sir, I want you and the Speaker to settle the matter 
without any interference on the part of a Minister or the Government 
as a w'hole. I hope. Sir, you will give me an opportunity of discussing 
this matter with you ]>ersonally to see whether we cannot arrive at 
some satisfactory solution. 
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With regard to the question of a separate Chamber for the Council, 
well, obviou-sly that it is not within the bounds of possibility now; 
and, if I may give a piece •£ friendly fsdvice, it is not safe also to 
have new big buildings put up in Colcutta when there is the impending 
possibility of air-raids. I understand that an estimate of 11 lakhs was 
taken but the scheme has not yet been sanctioned. Obviously, we must 
wait until the war is over, before the question of erecting a separate 
building at a cost of 11 lakhs of rupees can be seriously taken into 
consideration. 

Sir, the other point which Mr. Kabir raised was about the control 
of the Legislature Departments. I have not studied this question very 
carefully yet ; but I was going through the provisions of the Govern- 
ment of India Act and also the Rules which have been framed. It 
appears that, unlike what has been done in the Central Assembly, liere 
the control still remains in the hands of one Minister and matters 
have to pass througli the hands of some Secretary attached to the Home 
Department for the time being. I do not think, Sir, that there is any 
suggestion that tliis Legislature, either the Upper House or the Lower 
House, is in any way subordinate to that offi(‘er attached to the Home 
Department. But certain matters which under the Constitution have 
got to be decided by a Minister — in this case he liappens to be the 
Home Minister — for the time being pass as a matter of ordinary routine 
through this particular officer who is authorised under rules of 
business to deal with this question. 

I shall now pass on to some of the general remarks which were made 
on the budget. As I said, 8ir, in my budget statement, we had to face 
a very difficult situation. It has been suggested that there are men 
included in the present Cabinet who, if they so wished, could have done 
anything with the budget for the purpose of making it more respon- 
sive to the real needs of the people. Luckily, that suggestion came from 
the Leader of the Opposition himself, admitting thereby unconsciously 
perhaps, that things were not very happily done during the la.st regime 
and they required to be drastically altered. I appreciate this open 
confession of failure. Sir, at the end of my budget statement, I made it 
abundantly clear that we had only about a fortnight’s time to submit 
the budget in its final form for the approval of the Cabinet and a 
province such as Bengal is, with an expenditure of nearly IT) crores of 
rupees, cannot be turned upside down in the course of a fortnight, 
however great a genius you may claim to be. Further, the times were 
admittedly of an abnormal (!haracter. I, therefore, said very clearly 
that the mere inclusion of big items of expenditure in the budget should 
not suggest that the present Ministry was accepting the responsibility 
for giving effect to each one of them without further scrutiny and I 
also said that I would welcome constructive suggestions from all sides 
of the House indicating the main directions in which alterations 
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might suitably be effected. I made a careful note of some of the 
suggestions made by different members. There was one proposal that 
new expenditure on the Debt Settlement* Board might be postponed. 
That covers expenditure for about Bs. lakhs. There was a proposal, 
1 believe coming from the European Group, that the expenditure on jute 
regulation was excessive and there was room for scrutiny there. There 
was another proposal from my honourable friend Mr. Humayun feabir 
that the post of the Additional Secretary of the Home Department 
might be abolished. There was a further proposal that at any rate the 
English edition of the “Bengal Weekly” might be discontinued. We 
have got only these four concrete suggestions for revision of policy or 
retrenchment which tliis House desires the Government to consider. I 
hope, Sir, that the situation is not really so hopeless and that there may 
be other items of expenditure in other directions as well which Govern- 
ment may consider it their duty to examine, so as to save expenditure 
to a rertain extent. The other criticisms which have been made are 
just playing of words in relation to nation-saving. I suppose I gave the 
clue myself — nation-saving versus nation-building. When I used that 
word “nation-saving”, I did not for a moment contemplate that nation- 
saving could ever mean the possibility of our doing away with all the 
nation-building activities in the province. But I would like to put 
the test in this manner. Such activities may relate to development of 
industries, to re-organ fsation of the supply of food for the consumption 
of the people of Bengal, or to a revision of the agricultural plan and 
policy of the province. These big activities may be and should be 
undertaken by Government even during war time, because only by 
this, the nation can be saved and saved for the purposes of the war 
itself. During war you cannot obtain supply of many articles from 
outside. This is just the time when the essential needs of the province 
have to be produced and thereby you strengthen the war efforts and 
also stabilise the economic position o^ the province. (Khan Bahadur 
Saiyei) Mitazz.4MIti)DIN Hosain : That was my suggestion.) 1 have gone 
through the pamphlet which Hon’ble licader of the Opposition handed 
over to me two days ago. I was interested to find that there were 
many ideas contained therein which tallied with the viewpoints of 
many members belonging to the present Cabinet regarding the future 
economic development of this province. 

Sir, the other point which has been raised is : that we have been 
thinking only of Calcutta and neglecting the needs of the rural areas. 
Now, if you scrutinise the budget, on A. R. P. expenditure, civil 
defence expenditure, it will no doubt be found that we have budgeted 
provisions not for all places, — and let us hope that every part of the 
province will not be affected, — but only for those places which are 
vulnerable areas and particularly industrial areas. It is for this 
reason that the expenditure on civil defence should be considered as a 
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separate item altogether. As has been pointed out by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, three-fourths of this expenditure will be 
met from the Centre. More 4)1 ovision co\“ld be made for the develop- 
ment of rural areas had it not been an abnormal situation. In fact, if 
you consider the budget as a whole, then you will see that many of the 
activities which go to improve the lot of the people as a whole refer 
necessarily, as they must, to imi)rovement in tlie conditions of rural 
life. As regards the civil defence question, I am not going into the 
details of it. Mr. Basil has already done so; but I aj)preciate the view- 
points of several members who have enquired, as we aij all enquiring, 
whether A. B. P. measures or civil defence measures will by 
themselves be adequate for saving the people of Calcutta or of this 
province. I made it abundantly clear in my statement that constitu- 
tionally situated as we are, we are not permitted to provide for the 

military defence of the province or to organise or intiuence it. The 

opinion has been exi)ressed by several members that tliis is just the 
time when there should be built up a Home Army for Ihmgal as 
Australia lias done, that arms and ammunitions should be provided 
without restriction for the children of Bengal. We too share tlie same 
view. We fully agree that unless the jieople of this jiroviuce are 

given the responsibility to defend themselves and their liearths and 

homes, the country cannot ever be saved by an army, control over which 
does not rest witli the representatives of the people. But as I have 
said, that is an aspe(d, a bigger aspect, of our national position which 
the present Ministry cannot solve under the present constitution. But, 
there again, supposing that those other essential things which we are 
demanding and wdiicdi w’e have every right to demand are not forth- 
coming, wdial should be our attitude P Shall w^e simply sit tight and do 
nothiTig? The jiroblem of civil defence is, after all, a most important 
problem by itself. Countries wdiich have been subject to air-raids have 
had to make com])lete arrangemeT\ts for the safety of the civil population, 
in addition to their military operations. This is a new tactic in this 
war. In previous wurs it was only those wdio actually fought in the 
battle fields or in the sea or in the air that w'ere concerned direc.tly with 
the ravages of the wur and the civil population wuis only indirectly 
affected by the wur. Bui ever since the present w^ar has come w’ith all 
its horrors, w’e have seen that there is a possibility of tlie (dvil ])opula- 
tion, entirely innocent, of being openly and directly attacked by the 
enemy. The question of saving them, reducing fheir miseries and the 
solution of many otlier jiroblems, economic and social wdiicli obviously 
arise in connection wu'th their defence, lias to be solved by the Civil 
Government of every country and I w’ould beg my friends to consider 
this aspect of the problem in deciding uiion their share of responsibility 
in facing the crisis that threatens us to-day. Mr. Basu has said that 
whatever arrangements w'e may make on paper for civil defence and 
A.B.P. wwk in the areas concerned can only succeed if we get the 
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whole-hearted and immediate co-operation of all sections of the people. 
We have made that appeal and I repeat that appeal once again that 
we are almost reaching a time when danger may visit Calcutta at any 
moment. It is indeed lamentable that the Honourable Minister for 
Civil Defence Co-ordination has to get up in this House and say that 
even Calcutta has not been able to supply the minimum number of 
persons who may be required to do service for the protection of* their 
fellow-brethren. It is in this sphere of work that we ask for the 
whole-hearted co-operation of all sections of the people. Mr. Basu has 
announced that a proposal is now pending before (government which if 
given effect to will enable (xovernment to have the fullest co-operation 
of all the organisations irrespective of their policy or their views. I 
hope that will widen the scope of co-operation and we shall have no 
cause for making complaints about dearth of suitable men for the 
different A. H. P. services. 

Now, Sir, I pass on next to some of the observations of a general 
character that were made by several memibers. One was — why were 
the proceeds of the new taxes not diverted for nation-building activities, 
as the late Finance Minister definitely announced that that would be 
done. When that enquiry is made by those members in the House 
who were in the Opposition when the last Ministry w’as in power, I 
can understand and appreciate it. But when that question is put by 
the licader of the present Opposition himself and those members who 
were in supimrt of the past Ministry, I really doubt the wisdom of that 

remark (Khan Bahadur Saiyed Mfazzamuddin Hosain : Why?) 

My friend asks “why”. He would have got the answer even if he had 
not asked why. The reason is that they themselves were very satis- 
factorily hoodwinked by the late Finance Minister. Four months 
before we came into office, the decision was taken by the past Govern- 
ment that the revenue coming from tiiese new taxes would have to be 
utilised for meeting the deficit with which the province was confronted; 
and thus we find that the little sugar-coated paragraph in the late 
Finance Minister’s statement, which I have not unfortunately been able 
to reproduce in my statement, was there only to mislead the House and 
the public. The sugar-coated i)aragra])hs in the last budget statement 
which gave definite pronouncement to both Houses of the Legislature 
that the additional revenue would be spent for nation-building depart- 
ments were necessary for winning the vote of the Coalition Party as it 

then stood, in support of the Ministry then in office (Khan Bahadur 

Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hos.ain: Is it correct?) Yes, it is correct and 
if my honourable friend comes to my office, without violating the 
Official Secrets Act I shall satisfy him that this was so. 

Then, Sir, my honourable friend Mr. Ross asked, with reference to 
the proceeds of the Sales Tax, whether we were safe in estimating that 
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we should get one crore of rupees in 1942-43. I may say that on the Ist 
October the Sales Tax came into operation: but actually there were 
administrative difficulties in giving full ^ttect to it and the realisation 
during this year did not represent the revenue which was expected 
normally during the period of six months. I agree that the time being 
abnormal even our forecast may not prove to be correct. Subject to 
that, we have made a provision of one crore of rupees. Mr. Koss asked 
whether the expenditure on civil defence includes the cost of acquisi- 
tion of foodstuff in connection w’ith the scheme for evacuation which 
is being prepared. He also asked whether it imdudes ihe cost of relief 
centres outside Calcutta as jiroposed by the new Director of Civil 
Evacuation and ako the cost of the new re])ort centres and the telephone 
services. I find that some of them are included, but not all. When 
we receive reports in full, it will be necessary for us to make adjust- 
ments so as to make ample provision for tln^ l)iirposes mentioned by 
him. 

I now come, Sir, to the provision of one lakh of rupees for promoting 
communal harmony. Sir, the Leader of the European Group — I made 
a note of tliat expression — reminded the House and the Ministry in 
particular, tliat communal harmony cannot be ])urcliased. We know 
that, Sir. We did not include this sum exactly from the point of view ^ 
which dominates tlie outlook of my honourable friends from Clive 
Street. It is not in a busines:s-like spirit that we did it. My friends on 
the Opposition expressed their great anxiety tliat although this money 
might be spent ■on communal harmony, it perhaps may or may not 
come. May I remind them that if communal harmony does not come 
by carrying on propaganda on proper lines, disharmony did C5ome by 
the provision of Rs. 30,000 for a dole to a newspaper which had no 
other business but to spread communal poison. (Khan Bahadur Saiykd 
Muazzamuddin Hosain : There were other pajiers also.) Mr. Abul 
Quasem might even now raise ^subscriptions from his party and pay 
back that Rs. 30 thousand to the (X)ft'ers of the Bengal Government. 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: Y bu may ask the members of the 
previous Government to find that money. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE; That is shift- 
ing of responsibility. You know, Sir, we have a custom according to 
which if our ancestors contract debts, we consider it a sacred duty that 
their heirs and successors should pay them up. From that point of 
view at any rate, Mr. Abul Quasem might start on the duty of collecting 
this Rs. 30,000 from his party. But, Sir, the point is something more 
serious than that. This province during the last four years and a half 
has passed through very difficult times and the very fact that Mr. Fazlul 
Huq and some of us who did not see eye to eye wiih each other have, in 
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spite of all our differences, combined together shows |;hat we realize 
that the hope of this province lies in communal lamity and communal 
harmony. (Maulvi Abul Quasem: At the cost of the Muslims.) 
It is not at the cost of the Muslims. It may be at the cost of Mr. Abul 
Quasem and his friends but it is not at the cost of the Muslim 
community. It has the support, if Mr. Abul Quasem will scrutinize, 
of a large number of Muhammadan members in the Legislative Assembly 
(Maulvi Abul Quasem : And the number of Whips you have 
appointed) and in the Legislative Counrul. If Mr.^Abul Quasem wants 
to be a Whip, he can let us know; we shall consider his application. 
But the question of appointment of Whips was not the point which I 
was discussing just now. If Mr. Abul Quasem and his friends will 
only count the number of Muslims who support the present Coalition, 
he will have tlie satisfaction of regarding himself in a minority. The 
majority of Muslims, and. I say this as a result of my recent tours, want 
that there should be communal amity and communal harmony. Sir, 
the less we talk of what Mr. A. K. Fazlul Iluq has done or has not 
done, the better for everyone. Well, wdiat has Mr. A. K. Fazliil Huq 
done, after all? What has been the crime whicdi he committed, which 
broke tlie so-cialled solidarity among tlie Muslims? Who broke tJie 
solidarity among the Muslims? AVell, Sir, this is a fact which is too 
. well-known to the members of the then Coalition Party. A large 
number of the members of that j)arty demanded the resignation of a 
certain Minister. Had he tendered his resignation there would not have 
been any trouble at all. (Maulvi Abul Quasem: That was not the 
case.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. I want to make it clear that 
there should be no interruptions unless the Ilon’ble Minister gives^way. 
I shall not allow interruptions any more. 

The Hon’ble Dr. SYAMAPRASAlD MOOKERJEE: Thank you. 
Sir, I did not interrupt any honourable member when many unkind 
words were being used by them which had no foundation at all. I do 
not know why the gentlemen to my left should be so impatient when 
I utter some simple home-truths. 

As I was saying. Sir, if that Hon’ble Minister had resigned there 
would have been no occasion for us to come to office, there would have 
been no reshuffling of the last Cabinet. But unfortunately for him and 
fortunately for us and the whole province that was not done. They 
thought that the Chief Minister, Mr. Fazlul Iluq, would be thrown to 
the wolves and could find no place in Bengal. We w’ere then very 
disinterested spectators. We do not forget how a huge gathering was 
called by some of the members of the last Cabinet where an effigy of 
Mr. Fazlul Huq was insulted. The result was that Mr. Fazlul Huq 
came out with a large number of Muslim follow'ers and offered his hand 
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of co-operation the Hindus, to the Indian Christians, to the Anglo- 
Indians, to the Buddhists for the purpose of building a real national 
Government in the larger interests of the province. Has he thereby 
committed any crime, has he done any wrong for which he should be 
attacked here, there arid everywhere? My friend has said that the 
taste of the pudding is in the eating. Exactly. We had been eating 
the pudding of the last Ministry for 4^ years. Rotten and poisonous 
stuff that was ! They have been eating our pudding only for the last 
two months. We ai'e prepared to offer them good and wholesome 
pudding and something more, if they only come and sit with us, 
especially during this dangerous time that lies in front of us. Another 
friend has complained that the Defence of India Rules have been applied 
to the Muslim League members to oppress them. I can give this 
assurance on behalf of the Cabinet that not in one single instance had 
they issued instructions that a particular member of the Muslim League 
or a particular worker should be prosecuted under the Defem^e of India 
Rules for giving expression to his legitimate constitutional opposition. 
What has happened during the last two months? Tlie ex-Ilome 
Minister and the ex-Finance Minister have been going about tlirougliout 
the province holding as many as 475 meetings and the i)amp]ilets which 
are being circulated are not only spreading venom and j)oison against 
Hindu-Muslim relationship but also against the Chief Minister and 
some other members of the Cabinet. We have allowed that to be done. 
We have not yet put the ex-Home Minister in the Alipore Central Jail. 
He is still free to spread the poison. Is it then correct to say that we 
have been carrying on proceedings under the Defence of India Rules for 
suppressing the legitimate exj)res8ion of public opinion ? But I know, 
Sir, where the shoe pinches. For the last 4^ yetirs there had been a 
reign ^^f oppression. There had been repression. We know how the 
Defence of India Rules were applied by the ex-Home Minister in 
matters where such application, was absolutely unnecessary. The 
present instructions to take action under the Defence of India Rules, 
were issued under his auspices to the District Officers. Unfortunately,, 
those Rules have now become applicable in the case of some of his own 
followers. But if that is so, he has to thank the j)()licy which he 
himself initiated and not blame the i)re8ent Home Minister or any 
particular member of the Cabinet. 

Sir, let me say this : we do not like that in this critical time we 
shall carry on discussions in this spirit. We have come to office by 
reason of our constitutional right. We have come to office because we 
claim that we enjoy the confidence of the vast majority of the elected 
members of the Legislature. But we do not want that the administra- 
tion of the province should be carried on in a manner which will 
suggest that the party in jwwer is going to stifle the party in opposition 
or in a manner which is not in the best interest of the province. We 
have got to pool our resjpurces together. We have got to think not 
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only of our interests as Hindus or Muslims. We know that we cannot 
forget that we are Hindus or Muslims, or Christians or Anglo-Indians, 
hut we have to think mainly of the interests of Bengal to which we all 
belong. This province stands to-day in need of help and co-operation 
from all sections of the people. We can lay aside our mutual 
differences for the time being. The time may come again afterwards 
when we can fight our battles. But for the time being let us show 
the same spirit of combination and unity which has been shown in 
England, the same spirit that was shown when Sir Stafford Cripps who 
was almost an untouchable in the eyes of the authorities in England 
only a couple of years ago, has been ^summoned to-day to occupy the 
position of the Leader of the House of Commons. Let us exhibit that 
spirit of united action in this time of national danger and offer the hand 
of co-operation to all sections of the House and of the people who have a 
genuine desire to fight the enemy. Let us all work together. There 
may have been things which we had done but which you do not 
ap})rove. Tell us what those things are, but please do not carry on a 
policy of misrepresentation and calumny. Because if you do that, you 
will invite resistance and that in a manner which you have not yet 
dreamt of. But if we co-operate, if all parties and all sections of 
opinion in the province co-operate, and there is no reason why they 
should not, then we shall be able to show that the great position which 
Bengal once occupied in the whole country can yet be recovered by 
herself for the advancement of our common national interests. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Council now stands adjourned till 2-45 
p.m, to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till t-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 26th 
February, 1942. 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
25th Febrnary, 1942:-^ 

^ (1) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(2) Rai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(3) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(4) Mrs. K. D^Rozario. 

(5) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Mohd. Esmail. 

(7) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(8) Alhaj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohd. Jan. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Mohd. Asaf Khan. 

(10) Maulaiia Mohd. Akram Khan. 

(11) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(12) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(13) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(14) Dr. R. K. Mookerji. 

(15) Mr. R. Pal Chowdhury. 

(16) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(17) Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. 

(18) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(^9) Sir B. P. Singh Roy. 

(20) Raja B. N. Sinha Bahadur. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session — No. 8. 


The Council met in the Legislative Cliainher of the Tjegislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 26th February, 1942, at 2-45 p.m., 
being the eighth day of the First Session, pursuant to section Q2(2){a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hoii’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mttra) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

14. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries 
Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether he has by now considered the reports of the Agricul- 
tural Engineer regarding reclamation of waste land in the 
hliati area ; 

(h) whether he is aware that in similar areas in the Sylhet district 
pump irrigation has been tried and found successful ; 

* 

(c) whether he is aware that the economic deterioration has reached 

its climax in the hhat^ area this year where relief is being 
given on an extensive scale for protecting the lives of 
people ; 

(d) whether he considers it desirable to order experiments in pump^ 

irrigation as recommended by the Agricultural Engineer 
during this cold weather in the said bhati area; 

(e) whether he is aware that the agricultural labourers of bhati 

area have been hard hit by the j^ute regulation and acute 
distress is prevailing among them; and 
(/) what steps does he propose to take for alleviating the sufFerings 
of the agricultural labourers, if jute restriction continues P 

MINI8TER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDU8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca), (a) The reports are under consideration of Government. 
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(b) I am aware that power irrigation is being tried in Sylhet, but 
I have no definite information about its success. 

(c) There has been some distress in* the bhati area and necessary 
relief is being given. 

(d) The matter is engaging the attention of Government and neces- 
sary action will be taken as soon as a decision is arrived at. ' 

(e) There has been some distress but the situation this year is 
better. 

(/) The hJiati area has been given special attention this year in the 
matter of exemption from jute regulation. A very large number of 
petitions for exemption were received even after the official date and 
all these were considered with the utmost sympathy. As a result the 
area under regulation has been materially reduced and with the 
extension of the area upon which jute may be grown from 5J annas 
to 10 annas on the regulated area, the situation of the agricultural 
labourers in this area has been very greatly improved. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: With 
reference to (a), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state w’Len we 
may expect any decision on the report from the Government? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

As early as possible. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: In the 

printed answer in pari (^7) it is said “1 am aware that j)ower irrigation 
is l)eing tried in Sylhet, but I have no definite information about its 
success”. Is the TTon’ble Minister aware tliat I made over the report 
of the Agriculture Department, Asstvm, in respect of pump irrigation 
in Sylhet to his predecessor the then Hon ble Minister in charge of 
Agriculture Department? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULl.AH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am not aware of that. Probably he has taken it away. But I shall 
look into the matter. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: It waa 

the only copy I liad and I think it is with the Assistant Secretary of 
the Department. 

Sir, there has been some distress 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You might mention to which part of the ques* 
tion you want an answer. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With 

regard to (e), is the Hon’ble Minister awafe that great distress i^ 
prevailing there even now and more tha^'- 5,000 workers are working ii^ 
relief works ? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoas 

I am not aware of that. I shall make an enquiry and eerlainly I shall 
see what can be done in the matter. 


Failure of crop in Kandi subdivision, 

15. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: {a) Will the Ilon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state if he is aware that a large area in the Kandi subdivision 
of the Murshidabad district sutfered tliis year from hood and there has 
been a failure of ainan crop? 

(6) Is he aware that the same area may suitably gjow l>oro i)addy 
in the low-lying land and mhi crop in the higher ])arts? 

(c) Have the Government taken any ste])s to sujjply them with 
seeds? 

(d) Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that the cultivators in the area 
who suffered from failure of crop consecutively for three years (1939- 
1941) are compelled to buy horo seed at Its. 7 ])er mauml and ^^h(‘at at 
Rs.S and gram at Rs.5 to Ils.G per maund? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) The o/rruin paddy crop was a^ected by flood to a ci‘7‘tain extent only 
in Hijal area. Otherwise the condition of aiiKin j)addy was miudi 
better than in previous years. 

(h) The rahi crop can be grown in the liigher parts, but hor(t paddy 
can be grown in the low-lying area of Hijal only. 

(c) Seeds were supplied to demon.stration centres and Union Board 
farms for distribution. 

(d) No. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: It is my personal information, 

Sir, that it is not the Hijal area alone but there are other parts of 

Khargram thana that were affected by the flood and consequently the 

amian paddy was destroyed. Will the Hon'ble Minister be kind enough 

to make a further enquiry? 

> 
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My next question, Sir, is as to the distribution of boro paddy seed. 
Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any demonstration 
centre distributed any boro paddy seeds in the affected areas of Khar- 
gram thanaP 

These two points I would request the Hon’ble Minister to answer, 
Sir^ < 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur^ of Dacca: 

It is my information, Sir, and it is also given in the printed answer 
that the affected area was only Hijal. But if, as the honourable 
member says, there are other affected areas, I shall certainly look into 
the matter. 

Secondly, Sir, with regard to the distribution of seeds, I shall most 
certainly make an enquiry. 

Arial Bil Election. 

16. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if his attention has been drawn to — 

(i) the printed manifesto addressed to cultivators of Arial 

Bil by the District Magistrate of Dacca, dated the 5th 
September, 1941, 

(ii) the printed api)eal issued by the Secretary, Congress 
Arial Bil Committee, dated Bhadra 26, 1348 B.S., 

(m) the rules framed by the Collector of Dacca for regulat- 
ing elections of Committees about Arial Bil, and 
(iv) the printed appeal (in booklet form) issued by the Secre- 
tary, Congress Arial Bil Committee, dated Aswin 27, 
1348; 

(b) whether it is a fact that — 

(i) the cultivators have expressed their suspicion about the 
accuracy of the basis of the revised assessment tate of 
10 annas per bigha of cultivated land in the numerous 
mass petitions addressed to the Ministry, and 

(it) there has been interference with the Arial Bil elections 
by officials ; and 

(c) what action do the Government contemplate in order to resolve 

the existing deadlock and improve the administration in 

the affairs of Arial Bil so as to jdace the scheme on an 

efficient basis? 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahaduri of Dacoas 

{a) {i) to {Hi) Yes. 

(iv) and (6) (ii) No. 

(6) {i) Some petitions were received and tlie matter is being dealt 
with by the Collector. 

(o) Does not arise at present. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRl Arising out of will the Hon’ble 

Minister kindly enquire whether tliis printed appe*.i has since been 
brought to the notice of the pro])er authorities now — at least after the 
receipt of notice of this question? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Most certainly, Sir. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Arising oui of (h){i), is it not a fact 
that some of these petitions are against the ac(*uracy of the assessment 
made by the District Collector himself? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

May be so, Sir. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Huirble Minister kindly make 
an enquiry into the matter and see that the grievances of the cultivator# 
are met? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I shcdl do so, Sir. T shall be going to Dacca ver\ soon and I shall most 
certainly see the area in question and I shall make an enquiry into the 
matter myself. 


Cultivation of sugarcane in Kandi. 

51 A. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the cultivators in the Kandi sulKlivi- 
sion grow sugarcane for making molasses {(/ur) for their own use? 

(h) Is it a fact that they could not plant and grow sugarcane this 
year on account of want of irrigation water as all tanks W(»re dried up 
for failure of rain in 1940? 

(c) Is it a fact that the previous crop which was mostly CO 213 
suffered from disease and it failed? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the cultivators in this area 
plant sugarcane in March- April? 
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' (e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that on account of the failure 

of the main crop {am, an paddy) last year they were much distressed? 

* 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister, under the circumstances, propose to 
make arrangements to supply them with sugarcane cuttings of some 
other variety in March -April free of charge or at a nominal price? 

c 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadurp of Dacca: 

(a) Yes, in small areas. 

(h) Yes, in some places. 

(c) The (TOp failed only in some places where the cultivators neg- 
lected the advice of the department about the proper method of 
growing. 

{(I) Yes, but it lias been demonstrated to the cultivators that sugar- 
cane planted in November and December gives better results than that 
planted in March- April. 

(e) There was ])artial failure of aman paddy. 

(/) The matter is under (‘onsideration of Government. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that there is a Tank Irrigation scheme of Government? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH BahaBur, of Dacca: 

Yes, there is one such. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Does he know that the district 
of Murshidabad is one of the districts that is expected to be benefited 
by that scheme? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Probably so. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I expect a definite answer 
from the Hon’ble Minister. ‘Trobably” is not the answer that I 
'expected from him. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

This does not fall exactly within the sphere of my department; so I 
pould not give any definite reply. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It may fall under “Revenue”, 
but I will just draw your attention, Sir, to the fact that, when the 
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Hon'ble Minister undertook to reply to this question, it was his duty 
to find out whether there is such a scheme or not and as a matter of 
fact, Sir, there is the provision of a lakh, of rupees in the Imd^’t*! for 
the purpose. As Minister in charge of ' Agriculture’’ it was his duty 
to know on what sclieme that money was going to be spent. 

TAe Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: It seems that Sir 
Bijoy knows more on the ])oint than the Hon’ble Minister to whom this 
question has been put. 

8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 1 am not giving the reply. 
I am trying to elicit information. Don't try t<o defend the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge, please. 

Directors of Agriculture and Industries. 

51B. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINI 

Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Agri(‘ulture and Industries 
Department be pleased to state — 

(a) for how long the present Directors of Agriculture and Industries 
liave been holding their respective posts ; 

{h) when they will com])lete their term of officte ; 

((/•) whether ordinarily the heads of departments hold office for 
five years only; 

(d) if the reply to part (c) be in the affirmative, whether above 

posts have been advertised calling for application from 
^ qualified candidates; 

(e) for how long the Special Officer, Water-hyacinth, has been 

holding his post and #hat are his duties; 

(/) if he has any schemes; 

{g) for how many days he toured during the last 12 months and 
in which districts; 

ih) what are the duties of the Agricultural Engineer; and 
(i) if the Government have sanctioned any of his schemes within 
the last years and has any of them materialised? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

{a) Since the IGth January, 19J7, and the 2nd January, 19d7, 
respectively. 

{h) Ordinarily the officers will continue to hold the posts till the age 
of superannuation. 

(c) No. 
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(d) Does not arise. 

(e) The post was created in December 1939. The present incumbent 
has been holding it since the 3rd September, 1941. 

The main duties of the officer are to make enquiries into the water- 
hyacinth problems in large hil areas of the province and to assist the 
District Authorities in surveying, planning and drawing up of sc]jiemes 
for the destruction of water-hyacinth. 

(/) No. The schemes were drawn up by District Officers. 

{(j) Between Decenilter, 1940, and November, 1941, the Special 
Officer toured for C9 days in the districts of Nadia, Rajshahi, Pabna, 
Dinajpur, Faridpur and Rangpur. 

(h) A statement showing the duties is laid on the table. 

(i) Yes. 


Statement referred in reply to part (h) of the Conned Question No. 61B, 
List showing the duties of the Agricultural Engineer^ Bengal, 

(1) The preparations of plans and estimates for the construction of 
dams and leads for flow irrigation in Western Bengal. 

(2) Supervision of construction work referred to at (1). 

(3) Survey of water levels in Bengal with reference to tube-well 
irrigation. 

(4) Experimental sinking of tube-wells. 

(5) Supervision and sinking of tube-wells in areas found suitable. 

(6) Maintenance of well machinery. 

(7) Excavation and re-excavation i. of khals in Eastern Bengal. 
Preparation of estimates and supervision of work. 

(8) Experiments with lifting machinery in Bengal. 

(9) Maintenance of machinery installed. 

(10) Maintenance of farm machinery, tractors, ploughs, engines, 
threshers, pumps, etc. 

(11) Construction of farm machinery suitable for Bengal, such as 
ploughs, drills, etc. 

(12) Training of apprentices in management of machinery, tractor, 
etc. 

(13) Preparation and erection of small irrigation schemes. 

(14) Supervision of practical training of the students of the Bengal 
Agricultural Institute in his workshop and supervision of teaching in 
Agricultural Engineering. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With 
reference to (6), will the Hon’ble Minister please state what is the usual 
procedure? Is it that the oftlcers are r^-’iained in the same place till 
they retire? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of ITacca: 

Usually so. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: What 

is the special reason for which they are being retained in these posts 
for more than 5 years? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Due to war emergency it is not possible to get suitable officers to replace 
them. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; With 

reference to (/), the reply is not to the point. I had asked how many 
schemes the water-hyacinth officer has prepared. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice for that. 

Mri HUMAYUN KABIR: Is it not a fact that the post of the 
Director of Agriculture or the Director of Industries is a special post 
from which he cannot he transferred to any other district? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur of Dacca: 

That is also true. 

Memorial from the people of Sankerpur. 

6. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 

Mr. K. C-. Roy Chawdhury): (a) Will the Ilon'hle Ministcir in charge 
of the Public Health and Tjocal Self-fiovernnient Dejjartment be pleased 
to state whether the villagers of Sankerpur and other adjoining villages 
of police-station Narail, district Jessore, submitted a memorial signed 
by about 300 i)ersoiis of the said villages, dated the 7th January, 1942, 
addressed to the Hon’hle Minister? If so, whal were the contents of 
the memorial? 

(h) If the reply to part (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state if any actions have since been taken or 
intended to be taken by the Government in the matter? If so, what 
are they? If not, why not? 
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MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC. HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar 
Basu): A copy of the memorial is laid in the liibrary. 

(h) The local bodies concerned are primarily responsible for the 
matters raised in the memorial. Government have, however, rendered 
or propose to render the following* assistance : — ^ 

(1) Provision has been made in the rural water-supply programme 
of the district for a tube well in the village of Sankerpur. It is proposed 
to sink this tube well out of the current year’s provincial grant for rural 
water-supply. 

(2) The Assistant Director of Public Health, Malaria Research, 
visited Sankerpur and other villages in the district of Jessore on the 
8th December, 1941. A malaria treatment centre was opened by the 
District Board of Jessore with the help of an epidemic doctor deputed 
by the Director of Public Health at Panjarkhali which is just on the 
other side of the river opposite Chandibarpur village and is also badly 
affected with malaria. One doctor was deputed by the Director of 
Public Health to carry out aijti-malaria work in the locality for two 
monihs from the 23rd September, 1941. On the expiry of his term, 
another doctor has been appointed for three months from the 28th 
November, 1941, and has been instructed to look after two malaria treat- 
ment centres, one at Sankerpur-ci/77?-Chandibarpur and the other at 
Panjarkhali, Quinine products were also supplied by the Director of 
Public Healtli for free distribution to the ])atient8. 

(3) Government are prepared to consider a proposal if and when 
received, for a recurring grant towards a permanent dispensary after 
it is established by the local Iwdies concerned or the local people, in 
accordance with their ix>licy of assisting in the maintenance of .rural 
dispensaries. 

Paint of Privilege arising out of A. R. P. Measures. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise on a question of 
privilege. In view of the very serious war situation in the Far East, 
specially in Burma, I would like to know if the Government are 
prepared to take the House into confidence and inform the House as 
regards details of the A. R. P. measures that they have adopted so 
far as Calcutta and its suburbs are concerned. I think the public are 
getting very impatient and nervous and it will certainly reassure the 
public if the House is taken into confidence and is informed of the 
measures adopted or are proposed to be taken, if nec^essary. in a secret 
session of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, on the last 
occasion when this matter came up for consideration in connection with 
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the budget discussion, some information was given by me to the House. 
As I had then an opportunity of laying before the House in some detail 
the steps that have been take«\ in this r -gard, I do not know if my 
honourable friend Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy is anxious to get more 
details than were possible for me to give then. If that is so, then I shall 
welcome such an opportunity. This information can be given to him 
personally, or if he insists upon the matter being discussed over again 
in this House, I shall be prepared to accommodate the House. The 
question of a secret session may be decided upon by the appropriate 
authority. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I greatly appreciate the 
reassuring reply given by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil 
Defence. There is no question of supplying the information to me 
personally. My sxiggestion is that the information sliould l)e supi)]ied 
to all the members of the House — to the House as a vsiiole, so that the 
public outside may be reassured thix)Ugh the discussion. We will 
certainly welcome further and more detailed information than was 
supplied to the House in course of the budget discussion. The jmsition 
with regard to Calcutta should he more (dearly exj)laimMl — that is my 
proposal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I am parti- 
cularly anxious to take the imhlic into (‘.onfidenc.e and whenever 1 get 
an opi)ortunity in public meetings to inform the audience as to what 
steps have been taken, 1 turn it to the best possible advantage. Rut 
I thought that Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy’s request was for a secret 
session. That does not seem to me to be quite consistent with taking 
the public into confidence as he now suggests. We cannot have a 
secret session and at the same time chde out information to the public 
through the agency of a secret •essioii. May 1 know definitely what 
he wants — whether it is a secret session for the members of the House 
or fuller details of the A. H. P. and civil defence measures that the 
Ministry are going to adopt ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What Sir Bijoy Prasad wants to know is: if 
Government feels the ne(*-essity of having a seciret session where they 
may disclose fuller details about A. H. P., in that case only he would 
welcome a secret session. I would suggest, however, that Government 
must be given some time to consider whether they may agree to the 
proposal. I think it is better to leave the question now at that. If 
the Hon’ble Minister after mature deliberation considers that it will 
be useful to have a secret session, a secret session may be arranged. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, in my request for infor- 
mation I made it quite clear that if it was considered necessary by 
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Government then and then only a session might be held, for I thought 
that it might be difficult and inexpedient also to place all the details 
of the measures before the House unless there was a secret session. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: I shall certainly 
consider that proposal, Sir. 

c 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, in this connection 
may I suggest that A. R. P. measures should be taken also in respect 
of all the danger zones? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: May I request that the case of Chittagong 
may also be taken into consideration? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, may I draw your attention to the fact that on some very important 
State business the nature of which I am not authorised to disclose, I 
have to leave Calcutta for some time? As I shall not be able to 
be present in the House to-morrow, which is a non-official day, 
may I request that witli your i)ermission one of my honourable 
colleagues may be allowed to reply to the resolution of Khan Bahadur 
Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain which stands second in the list of 
to-morrow’s resolutions and relates to the Agriculture Department? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Certainly. But it is quite possible that the 
honourable member who has given notice of this resolution may not 
move it at all in view of the fact that the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture Department will be absent to-morrow. But if he 
insists on moving his resolution, any other Minister may speak on 
behalf of the Minister for Agriculture. * 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; I think it 
will do if any other Hon’ble Minister speaks on the Nawab Bahadur’s 
behalf. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The next item on the Order Paper is discus- 
sion of Supplementary Estimates. I may inform the House that the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister is away on a very urgent call of duty else- 
where. It is for the Leader of the House to say if this item should 
be taken up to-day or be postponed to a further date. 

The Hon’bic Mr. M. ABDUL KARIM: I suggest that it may be 
convenient for the House as well as for the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
if this matter is postponed to a future date. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The discussion on Supplementary Estimates is 
postponed. 
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The Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas Amendment) Billi 1941 
(as reperted bg the Select Committee). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next item on the Order Paper is the 
Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I beg to move 
that the Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas Amendment) ]3ill, 
1941, as reported by the Select (Committee, be considered, clause by 
clause. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Bill is already before the 
House. 


Clause 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 beg to move that in clause 1 of the Bill, 
in sub-clause (7), for the figures ‘‘1941’' in line 2, the figures “1942” 
be substituted. 

Sir, the need for this amendment is obvious and I hope it will be 
accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 1 of the 
Bill, jn sub-clause (7), for the figures “1941” in line 2, the figures 
“1942” be substituted. 

The question before the HouJe is: that in clause 1 of the Bill, in 
sub-clause (7), for the figures “1941” in line 2, the figures “1942” be 
substituted. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. R. W. N. FERGUSON: 1 beg to' move that in sub-clause (2) 
of clause 1 of the Bill, for the words and commas “and the Provincial 
Government may, by notification in the Official Gazettej extend the 
remaining provisions of this AcC’ in lines 2, 3 and 4, the words “and 
the remaining provisions of this Act shall extend” be substituted. 

Sir, section lA provides for notification in the Official Gazette 
declaring any area in industrial area for the purposes of this Act. 
If therefore any particular area is declared an industrial area under 
section lA, the provisions of the Act should automatically apply to 
that area. 
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The second notification required under sub-section (2) of section 
1 — which moreover may or may not be given at the discretion of the 
Provincial Government — appears entirely unnecessary and for this 
reason I commend this amendment to the House for favourable 
consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved : that in sub-clause *(2) of 
clause 1 of the Bill, for the words and commas “and the Provincial 
Government may, by notification in Official Gazette, extend the remain- 
ing provisions of this A(*t“ in lines 2, 3 and 4, the words “and the 
remaining provisions of this Act shall extend” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, 1 have 
mu(di pleasure in accepting the amendment. In the first place, this is 
a more artistic way of putting the thing and in the second place, the 
amendment would obviate the necessity of issuing the notification 
twice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlie question before the House is that in sub- 
clause {2) of clause 1 of the Bill, for the words and commas “and the 
Provincial Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, 
extend the remaining provisions of this Act” in lines 2, 3 and 4, the 
words “aiul the remaining provisions of this A(‘t shall extend” be 
substituted. 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House' is : that clause 
1, as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 2, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that sub-clause (fe) of 
clause 2 of the Bill be deleted. Sub-clause 2(h) runs as follows; — 

Any person found “disguised in any manner with intent to commit 
any criminal act;”. 

Sir, it is a very wide and very pernicious provision. It says 
any person “disguised in any manner with intent to commit nuy 
criminal act”. If this is enacted into law any and every person can 
be apprehended if he is found as described in any dwelling-house or 
other building. This will take away the security of a house, the 
sanctity of the house in which the person in question happens to 
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remain and any police officer can go there and arrest any person on 
the plea that the former thinks that the latter is disguising himself 
with intent to commit any theft. Sir, it is a very very wide provision 
I say again, and I think it should not be enacted; so I want to omit 
this sub-clause. 

» 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to oppose this 
amendment. The Bill clause embodies one of the fundamental 
principles of the Bill and the sub-clause which is attempted to be 
removed, says that, if any person is disguising himself in such a 
manner as to commit a criminal act, he is to be apprehended and dealt 
with under this clause. This has a counter-part in section 109 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure which is only preventive. This 
provision has further been bodily taken from section 32 of a very old 
Act, Act TV of 1866, the Calcutta Police A(‘t, and thus there is nothing 
new or revolutionary in these provisions. In Calcutta as well as in the 
industrial areas, thefts occur on an abnormal scale at the preseni time. 
In these circumstances, the provision being a fundamental part of the 
Bill, and the evil being one of the mischiefs which this Bill proposes 
to check, it is not possible to accept the amendment in this way. So, 
I beg to oppose the amendment. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, I 
beg to support the amendment which has been moved by Mr^ Nur 
Ahmed. Sir, my friend opposite has already pointed out that there 
is a corresponding section in the Criminal Procedure Code, namely, 
section 109, and I take it, Sir, that section applies to all places in 
Bengal and as such I ask, Sir, what is the necessity of including 
separately a similar provision here? It iseems to be redundant. For 
that reason also it should be a^leted. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I oppose 
the amendment, because the emphasis has to be laid not on the 
previous part of the sentence but on the latter portion, namely, “if 
that disguise is with intent to commit any criminal acd/\ That point 
has been overlooked. In section 109 Criminal Procedure Code that 
is also there. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Then why 
^ this duplication ? 

Khair Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: That is merely preven- 
tive whereas this is punitive* 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS The question before the House is: ^at sub* 
clause (b) of clause 2 of the Bill be deleted*.'' 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 of the 
Bill, in sub-clause (c), after 4he word ‘‘whatsoever’’ in line the 
words “in any industrial area” be inserted. 

Sir, to remove vagueness, the insertion of these words is necessary. 
Of course, I am conscious of the fact that this Bill will apply only 
to industrial areas. All the same, the language should be specific to 
indicate specifically where these provisions will apply. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 2 of the 
Bill, in sub-clause (c), after the word “whatsoever” in line 1, the 
words “in any industrial area” be inserted. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to submit 
that this amendment is not necessary. It is already provided in 
clause 1, sub-clause (2) that the provisions of this Act will apply to 
areas which are declared to be industrial areas within the meaning 
of section l(rr). In these circumstances, any other building means any 
other building included within an industrial area. So, there is no 
need ior a -separate provision. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is; t):iat in 
clause 2 of the Bill, in sub-clause (c), after the word “whatsoever” 
in line 1, the words “in any industrial area”, be inserted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) * 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2*of the 
Bill, all the words beginning with “or any person haying in his 
possession” in lines 16 and 17 and ending with “any inclement of 
house-breaking” in line 19, be deleted. 

Sir, the Bill-clause says “any person having ip his possession, 
without lawful excuse (the proof of which excuse shall bfe'on such 
person) any implement of house-breaking”, etc. , Now^ if this sub- 
clause is considered in all its implications, it will be seen that it seeks 
to give a very wide power to the police ; more so, when the definition of 
“house-breaking implement” is not given. The police can arrest any-^ 
body who possesses a house-breaking implement. So, for the |(ftke of 
individual liberty and also for the reason that the poliqie *may pot 
harass anybody and everybody, I have moved this amendment. 
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Mr> PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 2 of the 
Bill, all the words beginnii^’ with “o^* any person having in his 
possession” in lines 10 and IT and ending with “any implement of 
house-breaking” in linfe 19, be deleted. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to oppose 
this amendment. Tliere is nothing new in it. It lias been borrowed 
bodily from section 02 of Bengal Aet TV of IHOti where it is laid down: 
*‘any person having in his possession without lawful excv -.e (the ])roof of 
which excuse shall be on such person') any iinplenient of house-breaking”. 
If this provision is now delet(*d, the result will b(‘ that a person having 
a previous conviction for tlud't will be free to move about in the 
industrial areas with implements of house-breaking and the police will 
not be able to check tlnur movements. That is th(‘ reason why this 
provision has been ins(‘rted. If we dehde this, it will be doing away 
with the utility of the Bill altogether. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: Sir, it is vc‘ry much amusing to find Khan 
Bahadur Naziruddin Ahniad‘ o])])osing this amendment on such a 
flimsy ground. Tin* reason whitdi he has put forward is that this 
provision lias b(‘en taken fnmi Act TV of IHOtJ. That reason is not very 
(‘ogent. It is most unfortunate that he has not given any other reason 
save and exce])t reading that portion of the Act of 18(>(k Now, Sir, 
the iniplerucmt of house-breaking has not b(‘en d(‘fine<l. We do not 
know what is called a house-breaking implement. Had it been defined 
in tlie Act, the question would have been ditVerent. It is on the 
ground of the vagueness of this ])rovision that I support Mr. Nur 
Ahmed V amendment. 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Sir, as a Bubli( 
I’rosec-utor, Mr. Kader Baksh knfiws very well — in fact perha])s better 
than any other member of this House— that this expression “imple- 
ments of house-breaking” has been used s<» often and in so many 
various Acts and yet it has not been anywhere d(*fined. Sir, the 
Legislature has always thought that there must be room in the 
legal brain for a little common sense. Probably, in that view of 
the case, the Legislature never thought it fit to define what is an 
implement of house-breaking. That has to be judged a(*.c,ording to 
the circumst4inces of the case. With these few words, 1 oppose the 
amendment moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juestion before the House is: that in 
clause 2 of the Bill, all the words beginning with “or any person 
having in his possession” in lines 16 and 17 and ending with “any 
implement of house-breaking” in line 19, be deleted. 

(The amendment was •negatived.) 


21 
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Mr. NUR AHMED. Sir, I beg to move that in danse 2 of the 
Bill, after the words ‘‘any police officer’’ in line 20, the words “not 
below the rank of a sub-inspector of police” be inserted. 

Sir, I think that the insertion of these words is very necessary. 
In the Bill very wide powers have been given to the police officers. 
They have to judge every case and arrive at some decision as a vesult 
of which they can apprehend a man. Sir, I do not think that 
the ordinary constable who is quite an illiterate person, will be able 
to arrive at any impartial decision. The result will be that they will 
be able to harass anybody and everybody under the provisions of this 
Bill. It is, therefore, necessary that at least police officers not below 
the rank of sub-inspectors of police only should be given that power, 
so that the power may not be misused. In this view of the case, I 
commend this important amendment to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved : that in clause 2 of the 
Bill, after the words “any police officer” in line 20, the words “not 
below the rank of a sub-inspector of police” be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I oppose 
the amendment. I would ask the honourable mover to refer to the 
relevant section in the Police Act from which this clause has been 
bodily taken and also to section 54 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 
and then see for himself whether the proposition he makes, namely, 
that no police officer below the rank of a sub-ins})ecior of police can he 
invested with the power of arrest — whether that position can be 
maintained for one moment. Does my friend think that Government 
should employ 50,000 sub-inspectors of police just to keep watch over 
the movements of these thieves? It is ordinarily done by a police 
officer. Any police constable may take him into custody and bring 
him without unnecessary delay before a magistrate having jurisdiction, 
for trial. Therefore, there is no need for apprehension and in fact 
the constable is simply to take the man from the place of occurrence 
where he is found to the house of a magistrate or to the court. This 
is what is always done. What my honourable friend suggests vir- 
tually amounts to this that every sub-inspector of police or assistant 
sub-inspector of police should be watching every corner of an industrial 
area, for there is no knowing when a thief is going to commit an 
offence. That, Sir, is an impossible proposition which cannot be 
accepted, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in 
clause 2 of the Bill, after the words “any police officer” in line 20, 
the words “not below the rank of a sub-inspector of police” be inserted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 
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Mfi KADER BAKSH: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 
I am very sorry that I spoke from the front bench. 1 had no intention 
of groin g over to the front b^nch to speak, but T went there at the 
request of my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir. Sir, it is very inconvenient 
for me to speak from here and also 1 cannot hear what is said from 
the other side, from the back bench. I would therefore request you 
to tahe steps to change my present seat. I cannot hear from this seat 
and it is also very difficult for you, Sir, and the honourable members 
of the House to hear when I speak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is the duty of the Chair to allot particular 
seats to members. If any member wants to catch the eye of the Chair, 
he must rise from the seat allotted to him. In this case, the Chair 
thought that the honourable member belonged to the Coalition 
Party. 

The question before the House is: that clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause S, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that in clause of th(? Bill, 
for the words “six months” wdierever they oc(*ur, the words “three 
months” be substituted. 

Sir, this clause relates to the penalty of im])risonment. In the 
original Bill, the words were “three months”. But in the Select 
Committee, the words have been changed to “six months”. Now, Sir, 
the modern tendency of penolojlfy is to reform tin* prisoners and to 
shorten the period of imprisonment. But to my great surprise in the 
Select Committee the period of imprisonment has been increased from 
f3 to 6 months. I only want to restore the original penalty of 3 months’ 
imprisonment. Six months would be too drastic and too long. So, I 
have proposed this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 3 of the 
Bill, for the words “six months” wherever they occur, the words “three 
months” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I oppose the 
amendment. Sir. The Select Committee recommended the increase of 
punishment from three months to six months in view of the fact that 
the temptation to commit crime and the facilities to do so are so easy 
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in the industrial areas that unless some deterrent punishment is given, 
the ends of justice will not be met. I refer the honourable mover of 
the amendment, however, to section 411 of the Indian Penal Code 
where it is laid down that whoever dishonestly receives or retains any 
stolen property shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend 
to three years. I think he would then agree that six months’ imprison- 
ment is not at all drastic-. So, I oppose the amendment. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (|uestion before the House is: that in 
clause of the Bill, for the words “six months” wherever tlu'v occur, 
the words “three months” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 
3 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 1A. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (]uestion before the House is : that claiist* 
lA stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Title and Preamhle. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: „ that tin 
Title and the Preamble be added to the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, T move 
that the Bill, as settled in the Coiicil, be passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal ( Viminal Law 
(Industrial Areas Amendment) Bill, 1942, as settled in the Council, 
be passed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I rise to oppose the motion for the 
Third Reading of this Bill. Sir, if this Bill is placed on the Statute 
Book, it will restrict the liberty of many citizens. We never expected 
that a Bill of this nature would emanate from a Ministry which is 
proclaiming itself to be a progressive one. Sir, there might have been 
some justification if this Bill had been presented to this House by a 
bureaucratic Government but a Government, whose profession is that 



1942 .] 


CRIMINAL LAW BILL. 


261 


it is based on prog:ressive ideas, has now placed this Bill before this 
House. Sir, I siifj^ested some amendments vhich, if accepted, would 
have minimised the evil effeyl.^ of this B-iB but the llon’ble Minister 
in charg-e of this Bill who has f^ot an intimate knowledp^e of the 
working of Uie Penal ( odt* and the Crimintd I’rocedure Code, opposed 
every amendment moved by me. This ]LH, if placed on the Statute 
Book* in ihe present form, will op(*rate very harshly. Supposing? an 
innocent man is by an ac(‘ident found during the prohibited period 
of the day, i.e., between sunset and sunrise, in any of the places 
described in clause 2(c), he may be hauled up on a charge of theft 
and any constable can ap)>rehend him and take him, in Ihe words of 
the Hon’ble Minisler in cliarge, to Ihe Magislrate; but that Magistrate, 
imfortunaiely for the ])oor Juan, may a1 the time be staying some 
thousands of miles away. l<\>r nothing the liberty of the man is to 
be curtailed and after some days, it may be, he will be taken before 
the Magistrate who may or may not release him on b.al. In any case, 
this is a very wide provision in th(*se days of enlightenment, in these 
days of individual liberty, when there is the cry that as far as possible 
no restriciions should be ])laced on any man. As 1 have said, I think 
this provision is very wide in its a})plicatio!K There is another provi- 
sion that any person previously convicted of theft, if he happens to 

be — may be on some genuine business — on board a vessel anywhere 
and if when a police constable merely suspe(‘ts that he has sbden, he 

can be arrested at once. Tluit is also a very wide and sweeping pro- 

vision. Sir, under tlie circumstances, I cannot describe the Bill that 
is going to be placed on the Statute Book of Bengal as a Bbu'k Bill. I 
opposed this Bill at the (uitset when it was going to lx* introduced and 
again to-day at tlie final stage of the Bill I hav(‘ op])osed it and I also 
appeal to the House to reject this Bill. 

Mr. J. B. ROSS: Mr. ]*resi(h‘nt, Sir, I rise to support the Third 
Reading of this Bill. The coal trade of Bengal are very grateful 
indeed to the new Ministry for again bringing forward the Bill whic.h 
was actually introduced under the aegis of the old Ministry. We have 
pressed for this legislation more in the natun; of a temporary m(‘asure 
than as a permanent amendment of the CriTuinal J^aw. Our reasons 
are that times are abnormal just now and what in the ordinary course 
of events would not attract the common thief, at i)resent (constitutes 
a very great attracction to him owing to the ready sale which 
he can obtain for the material and the vmy high ])rico wdiic.h he can 
secure for it in what 1 might de.scribe as the Black Market. For 
instance, an ordinary brass rod would be beneath the notice of an 
ordinary thief in the ordinary way, because it sells at about 6 to 7 annas 
a pound; but to-day it will fetch a sum somewhere in the region of 
Rs. 2 to Rs. 2J per lb. and is therefore something worth while taking 
notice of. Under the law as it stands, the onus is on the owner of 
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the property, — the owner who haa been plundered, — to prove that the 
property in possession of the thief is in fact his. Now, you can realise 
just exactly how difficult it is for any cplliery manager to prove, for 
instance, that a particular piece of brass was taken out of his colliery 
or stores and is the propf^rty of his concern. In fact, it is quite 
impossible but nonetheless the amount of theft that has been going on 
over the past 18 months and the extent to which these theft* are 
developing have necessitated our appealing to (jovernment for protec- 
tion and the Bill which is now before the House does, we consider, 
give us that protection. Chittagong, unfortunately, is not what 
might be accurately described as an industrial area and therefore I 
cannot expect my honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed to understand 
the real implications of this Bill or to give up his political tenets and 
beliefs in favour of passing something which will be an indirect 
assistance to the war effort. I again strongly support this Bill and 
would request the Hon’ble Minister at the earliest possible moment 
after the Bill becomes law to have it applied to the industrial areas 
lying in and around the coal fields where protection is most urgently 
required. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I rise 
to oppose the passing of the Third Beading of fhis Bill and it is for 
this reason. Sir, I (juite understand the Leader of the European 
Group saying thjit it is necessary that persons stealing ]>roperties which 
could not bo properly idenfified should be confined and imprisoned. 
But what about tlu' ])rovision in the Bill where it says that “persons 
disguised in any manner with intent to commit any criminal act” 
whall be punished. An ordinary constable has been given the power 
to detain anybody found in that disguised condition assuming thjit 
his intention was to steal. On the evidence of the constable alone that 
person can be convicted and sent to jai.l for 6 months. This is rather 
giving a very wide ])ower to the police. Of course we did not, I 
personally did not, op})ose the introduction of the Bill but Mr. Nur 
Ahmed did. But we liad a mind to ask the last Ministry, if they had 
been in power, to delete some of the provisions of the Bill where wide 
powers are sought to be given to the ordinary constables. Under 
section 109 of the Criminal Brocedure Code, a person found in disguise 
may be asked to furnivsh a secuj'ity, and if he fails to furnish the 
security he will be put in prison. And over and above that, we do 
not see what is the nec(»s‘<ity of introducing a thing like this. I quite 
understand what the Leader <»f the European Group says in respect of 
the arrest of a person being found with property which cannot be 
properly identified, and arrested by any police officer including a 
constable, I do not at all understand why such a drastic provision 
should be necessary against persons supposed to be disguised when 
there i« already section 109 for dealing with ^ them. In this view of 
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the case, I think it is my tluty tu offer my opposition to the passing of 
the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, 1 am 
thankful for the support 1 liave got from all quarters of the 
Housp, except from tlie mover of the amendment and his 
supporter the honourable the licader of the Opposition, Khan 
Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain. Sir, I know that there are 
some people who have got a strong imagination and people with a 
strong imagination as a rule see more devils than the vast liell can Indd. 
As a matter of fact, they are seldom prepart'd to face the reality of 
the situation. All the same, J was astonisht'd to find that Mr. Nur 
Ahmed had cast a fling at the new Ministiy as to how under a 
progressive Ministry an Act like this — a Black Act as he called it,— 
could be placed on the Statute Book. As a matter of fact, if 1113 
friend goes through the report of the Select (’ommittee, he will find 
that vSir Kazimuddin was in charge of this Bill when it was introduced 
and further that he was the (Uiairinan of thi‘ Select (/Oininittee which 
considered the provision relating to (‘nhancement of tlu' sentence from 
three months to six months. The mover of tin' amendment will also 
find that the report of the Selec'l (■ommittee was unanimous and it is 
upon that unanimous report of the Seh'ct (knnmittec* that tin' present 
M inistry, this progressive Ministry, has thoughf fit to take' actiem. 
That we are justified in our action will a])pear from the faci that 
everybody in this House agrees with the Bill t'xc,e])t two honourable 
members only. 1 think that Mr. Kader Baksh, who laised his faint 
opposition 1 should say, was also a member who considered the Bill in 
Select Committee and signed their rejmrt. However, Sir, 1 must 
express my gratitude to the House for giving a ratln'r eas 3 passage to 
the Bill and 1 hope that it wiB be of much service and us(^ in the 
industrial and railway workshop areas for which this Bill has been 
primarily intended. As the Leader of the Kuropean (iroup has pointed 
out, these are abnormal times, and 1 do not wish to go over the same 
ground. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (jnestion before th(' House* is: that the 
Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas Amendment) Bill, 1!)41, as 
settled in the Council, be passed. 

(The motion was agreed tp.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The ( kmneil now stands adjourned till 
2-45 p.m. to-morrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on Friday, the 27th 
February, 1942. * 
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Members absent. 

Following* members were absent from the meeting beld on tke 26tli 
February, 1 942 : — 

(1) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(2) Rai Jbibadur Maninatba Nath Bose. 

0^) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(4) Mrs. K. D’Rozzario. 

(5) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Mohd. Esmail. 

(7) Alhaj Khan Baliadur Shaikh Mohd. Jan. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Mohd. Asaf Khan. 

(9) Maulana Mohd. Akram Khan. 

(JO) Mr. W. B. (J. T/aidlaw. 

(11) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(J2) Mr. Naresh Nath Mo(d\erjee. 

(l»‘l) Dr. R. K. Mookerji. 

(14) Mr. R. Pal Chowdhury. 

(15) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(16) I)r. K. S. Ray. 

(17) Mr. K. C. Roy ('howdhury. 

(18) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(19) Raja B. N. Sinha Bahadur. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session— No. 9. 


Tite Cotjk(IL met in the Lejrislative Cliamher ot the liegialative 
Building’, Calcutta, on Friday, the ‘2Ttli February, 1942, at 2*4*'> p.in., 
beiny tlie ninth day of the First Session, ])ursuant to section ()2(2)(o) 
of the (lovernmeiit of India Act, 19‘)-'). 

Mr. President (the llon’hle Mr. Satykndka CmNDHA Mttua) was in 
the Cl i air. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Rise in price of commoclities. 

52- Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
ill charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the prices of commodities which are the neces- 
saries of life have shot up very considerably and have* hit hard the 
general public!’' 

(h) Will Government be pleased to make a statenuMit on the subject 
as to what remedies they ])ro{K>se to adojd or have ado])ted or will adopt ? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION, COMMERCE and 
LABOUR DEPARTMENTS (th# Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul 
Karim): (^/) The prices of some of the more im|K)rtaiit nec(*ssiiries of 
life, e.p^., rice and coarse cotton cloth have in fact been falling, that of 
wheat has remained const^int. The composite pi ice index as worked 
out in the office of the (ffiief Controller of Prices storid at 122, i.e., 
showing an increase of 22 per cent, only on th(‘ pre-war jirices. 

(h) Wheat and wheat products, coke, salt, dal, mustard oil, coconut 
oil, ghee, spices, kerosene, matches, medicines and medical supplies,, 
paper and bricks have already been brought under control. Their prices 
are regulated from time to time so as not to interrupt the flow of 
supplies. In several cases the prices are still within the maximum 
price fixed on the outbreak of war. Rice, coal, cotton yarn, coarse 
cotton cloth and sugar are some of the more important articles not yet 
under control. The question of fixing a price for rice on account of 
its numerous varieties and the inter-relationship of Bengal rice with 
Burma rice and the rice produced in other parts of India is a problem 
22 
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which can be solved satisfactorily only by India. A certain measure 
of control on regional basis is however in contemplation. In sugar 
there has perhaps been some profiteering*, but the initiative for action 
rests with the United Provinces and Bihar which are the principal 
producing centres. Ooal, cotton yarn and cotton cloth present special 
difficulties and the Government of India are at present engaged in 
co-operation with the provinces in working out certain measures which, 
it is hoped, would afford at least temporary relief. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: May I draw the 
.attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the fact that coal is^ being sold 
now at the rate of Rs. 1-12 per mauiul ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That is due to 
the fact that railway wagons are being principally used for the 
industrial and other purposes and not for domestic needs. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when this answer was prepared? Does it refer to present 
week or previous week? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As far as I 

remember, it was prepared in the first week of this month. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, the answer in part (a) 
says that the prices of rice and coarse cotton cloth have in fact been 
falling. But will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why the 
price of a pair of dhoti which was Rs. 2-7 early in January last is now 
Rs. 3-12? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 have no 
information on the point. ^ 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Will the llon’ble Minister 
kindly make an enquiry in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M, ABDUL KARIM: The prices are 
60 very fluctuating daily that it is impossible to give exactly the price 
with reference to any particular date. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Will the Hon’ble Ministei 
be pleased to state what is the control then that the Government are 
exercising for keeping down the prices to a reasonable basis? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I hope the 
honourable member knows that the controlling of prices does not mean 
bringing down the price. It means that the price should keep a parity 
with the prevailing condition of the country, c 
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Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Does it bear a reasonable 
proportion like other commodities in the province? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes. That is 
meant by control. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Is there really any relation 
between the prices of other commodities and the price of cotton goods 
which are now prevalent ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Yes, the ofiicers 
of the Price Control Department are busy almost daily checking any 
abnormal rise. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: In view of ihe importance 
of this subject will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleiised to make a statement 
and issue it to the press to allay the misgivings of the public? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Well, I have 
had a full report of the situation and I will consider the desirability of 
publishing that report. I also get weekly reports and fortnightly 
reports. How long, at what intervals, shall I go on publishing these 
reports ? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I suggest every fortnight. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M, ABDUL KARIM: I will consider 
the desirability of giving publicity to these rejxuts. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: ^Vill the Ilon’ble Minister kindly 
examine the desirability of publishing these reports every fortnight? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: T will cionsider 
that. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS : Inasmuch as the printed an6)\:er 
according to the Iloirble Minister was prepared in the first week of 
February and it is now the last week of the month, will tlie Hoii’ble 
Minister be pleased to make a further statement regarding the prices 
of these necessaries of life? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I desire to make 
a fortnightly statement on the floor of this House to remove all 
uneasiness about that matter: I mean about the question of price. I 
propose to do that fortnightly. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
remember that the session maj' not continue so long? 

i 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: WeU, in that 
case, if you consider it necessaiy I may consider the suggestion and 
see if I can get the things published in the newspapers. 

Notices of amendments to Non-official Bills. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: May I crave 
your indulgence, Sir, to give notice of three amendments with regard 
to thffee Bills, that I shall mpve at the current session of the Council 
to the motion for reference to a Select Committee of the Bengal Land 
Alienation Bill, 1940, by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, 
M.L.C., the amendment that the Bill be recirculated for the purpose 
of eliciting further opinion thereon by the 31st March, 1943 ; 
exactly the same amendment in respect of the Court Fees (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1941, by Mr. Kur Ahmed, m.l.c., and the same (to 
circulate the Bill not recirculate as in the case of the other two amend- 
ments) in respect of the Bengal Emergency Rent Remission Bill, 1941, 
by Klian Bahadur Raiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN; >Sir, may I rise on a point 
ol privilege? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, what is yonr point of privilege? 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN; The privilege is this. Sir. 
AVe ])nt in a number of questions fi*r being answered during the last 
session but we find that not many but only one or two ol them are being 
answei*e(l daily in this House duripg the preseni session. May we 
eiKpiire, Sir, when the remaining questions would be answered and if 
they are going to be answered at all in this session? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Rlease write a letter to the Secretary and 
ascertain the facts and after that if mn'essarx , laise this i)oint. First 
write to tlie office to know when the answeis are due and ^ou would 
get a re])ly. The House will now take up consideration of the non- 
ofiicial resolutions. 


Non-official Resolutions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: AYith regard to the 
first item, Sir, may I request that it might be allowed to stand over as 
the Hon’ble Dr. Syaniaprasad Mookerjee is not able to attend the 
House to-day. 
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Mft PRESIDENT: The first item on the Order Paper, namely,, 
the partly discussed rewsolution which stands in the name of Khan 
Bahadur Saiyed Aluazzamuddm Hosain post])oned till the next ^oa- 
official day. The Khan Bahadur may now move the next resolution 
which also stands in his name. 


Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Mr. Presi- 

dent, Sir, I he^ to move — 

That this Council is of opinion that industrial firms he started by 
the Government with youn*^* men t mined by the Industrial 
Department and necessary money be secured for the purpose 
by doatinc? shares with guaranteed dividend. 


Sir, I think I need hardly say much to commend this resolution to 
the acceptance of the House, as I believe the whole House is in agree- 
ment with me that something for the industrial development of the 
country should be done without any unnecessiiry delay. So far, I 
should say. Sir, that we have been only shilly-shallying with the 
problem of industrial development. Our Dep<irtment of Industries has 
been going on in its old and antiquate<l way and there have been no 
new schemes to give real impetus for the industrial regeneration of the 
country. Young men who have been trained by the department iisclf 
are seeking employment as clerks and otherwise in vaiious firms and 
offices. Most of them do not take up the industries in which they liave 
been trained for tlieir avocation in life. Therefore, really this training 
becomes a waste to the country if it is not properly utilised for the 
purpose of industrialising the country. In order to give an impetus, 
a beginning may be made and my proposed is that with these young men 
who have been trained in thes^ cottage industries and other small 
industries Government should start firms and make these firms success- 
ful and self-supporting. If necessary, nione\ should be soeiired for the 
purpose by ll<Kding shares wdth guaranteed dividend, and eventually 
the shares may be re-sold to the employees on raising share capital by 
making small deductions from tlieir pay. Our people are still very 
apprehensive alxmt industries and so they are very unwilling to take 
up industries as their avocation in life. Government sht)uld do .some- 
thing to show that industries are paying in order that our young men 
may know that from industries the\ can make a living. Then, there 
is another factor. Though these men have got training, still the\ 
cannot start any firm because they have no money, no capital. Of 
course, I know that there is an Act called the Bengal State Aid to 
Industries Act. But that requires security and security cannot be 
furnished by people because of their poverty. And those who can 
afford to stiirt firms are, as I have said, very apprehensive and do not 
want to take any risk. 'Fhe industrial instinct has become dead and it 
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is the sacred duty of Government to infuse that spirit in them. I 
submit that the question of the bread problem of the young men of 
our province can only be solved by means of industrial development. 
I know there is that usual objection on the part of the Government 
that they cannot start business. But wliat I suggest here is that it is 
only for giving a sort of impetus to these trained young men tjiat the 
Government should start these firms. This is the opportune moment 
when we (-an take up these sohtmies. Tlie other day the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister agreed with me that although the war is on us 
Government cannot relax industrial or agricultural development; on 
the contrary, they w'ill rather intensify their efforts in developing 
agriculture and industries of the (‘oiintrv. If that is the real attitude 
of Government, I think this very modest resolution of mine should be 
readily accepted by them. 

I may tell you, Sir, that there are various schemes. I know that 
the Industry Department has been training young men in weaving; 
but many of the young men who are getting trained in weaving will 
not take to weaving as a profession. This is the time, Sir, when \M‘ 
want sufiicient output from our weaving industry in order that in war 
time we may not be in difficulty for want of clothes. Therefore, I 
think that in every district, in eveiy thana, there should be weaving 
centres and they should be started by young men under the direct 
control of Government, — not merely with the object of demonstrations, 
the iamaslid of demonstrations, I may say, as is done now by demon- 
stration weaving parties, — but as business concerns for showing our 
young men tlial weaving can give sufficient income to a young man if 
lie will only take to it in riglit earnest. They should start factories 
and sell the manufactured articles and show that they can he run as 
business concerns by young men trained in that industry. Sir, there 
are other industries: the pa]>er industry, for instance, upon which the 
Industries Department has been experimenting for some three or four 
years, for manufacturing pajier out oi water-h\ acinth. It is a very 
good s(*heme and 1 know that it has materialised to a great extent. But 
this scheme of paper manufacture could not be given effect to fully 
because it could not compete with mill-made pa])er, wliich was very 
cheap at the time. But, Sir, at the present moment the price of mill- 
made paper has gone up, so this is a very opportune time when, if we 
begin to manufacture paper from water-hyacinth, we can make a good 
profit out of it. For a satisfactory solution of this paper difficulty, it 
is but meet and proper that Government should take up the scheme and 
start a paper industry in areas where water-hyacinth can be had without 
any price. There are other industries also — such as Chinaware, which 
is very much in demand. Its price has gone up so high that it will be 
of great profit to our young men if this industry too was taken up by 
them, and I know as a matter of fact that some young men were trained 
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in this art also. There is also the pottery industry. Small factories 
could be started in order to show how out these factories sufficient 
profit can be made and, young men oc uld earn their livelihood. In 
this ronne(‘tion, I have already said that in war time oountries at war 
are forging ahead and are increasing their output of industry by 200, 
300 or 400 per cent. Hut though we are face to face with war, we are 
doin^ nothing. Sir, should we not even make a modest beginning by 
giving effect to the resolution which I have just liad the honour of 
moving. If you do not wish to do so, then we will think that your 
tall talks alK)ut the development of the country are *dl eye-wash and 
inoonsliine and that you do not mean what you talk. In tliis connection, 
I would make a s])ecial appeal to inv friends oi)posite, specially the 
Congress party who have been crying themselves hoarse foi*^ the iiulus- 
trial development of the country and the industrialisation of the 
country, to show by their answer and action that they really want 
industrial development and that thes do atdually mean what they 
profess. An objection has been raisiul from the otluu- sidi‘ that (lovern- 
ment cannot start a business but 1 have answered that (d)jection already. 
Therefore, I hope that my humble resolution will be a(‘ceptable to the 
House and even to my triends of the European group, who should not 
object to it, because it will not in any way clash with their interests. 
These are only very small cottage industries which will not at all clash 
with their interests and T hope, therefore, that they will supiK>rt the 
resolution which I liave moved. With these words, T commend my 
resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Resolution moved: that this Council is of 
opinion that industrial firms be start(‘d by tlie (io\ernment with young* 
men trained by the Industrial Department and necessary money be 
secured for the purpose bv floating shares with guaranteed dividend. 

mt 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 rise to su])])ort the resolution just 
moved by the honourable Leader of the Opposition. Sir, it is I think 
a matter in which there should be no diff'eiuMice of opinion. Oji going 
through the resolution I find that it is a very modest demand made 
with tlie object of bringing about economic im])rovement of the people 
of Bengal. It is admittedly a fact that Bengal is lagging behind in 
industrial enterprises: but tliis w’as not so beiore. Once it wuis fore- 
most in this respect. From Bengal many useful arli(‘les used to be 
exported to far distant countries and Bengal used to supply many 
articles to the Far East Archipelagoes, Persia and other countries. 
This is war time and every province is taking advantage afforded by 
the war to develop their industries. Many of the imports which used 
to flood the Bengal markets have been closed for the time being and 
as a result of that pricey have risen in case of many necessary articles. 
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Every year the Government df Bengal spend several lakhs of rupees on 
industrial development, that is, in maintaining technical schools, 
maintaining demonstration parties and sending them for the purposes of 
educating the people and giving necessary training to the young men for 
the development of small and cottage industries. Every year this allot- 
ment is repeated and spent, and what is the result of this expenditure? 
Does the province get full benefit of this expenditure or is the expendi- 
ture being wasted? Unless the young men who are trained get oppor- 
tunity to undertake enterprises in the line in which they are taught, 
they cannot show their mettle and the province will not get the benefit 
of that sort of training. Here these trained young men have very little 
opportunity to learn business or to start business. Mostly these young 
men come from societies which are generally known as poor. Some- 
times there is earnest desire on the part of these young men ; but they 
cannot float any business even on a modest scale for want of funds. 
Every year several young men are trained in the various branches of 
soap-making. At present the price of soap has gone up and there is 
ample opportunity of developing the soap-making industry on a small 
scale. It requires small capital and can be very easily undertaken. 
Another industry about which the Government spend nearly a lakh' 
of rupees every year is sericulture. Once this province was famous 
for its silk-supply but now, until recently, Japan used to supply 
about 80 per cent, of the silk requirements of Bengal. Sir, even that 
avenue lias since been closed. As such this is the most suitable oppor- 
tunity to develop that industry with men trained in the art of silk- 
making. Sir, there is anotlier industry and that is the manufacture 
of salt. The price of salt has gone up. Sir, as a result of investiga- 
tion made by two experts in Bengal it is evident that tliere is a 
larger, wider scope for the development of salt industry in Bengal. 
Of all the provinces in India Bengal is the only jnovinct* which largely 
depends on imported salt. In the Branjab and other ])rovinces, tliey 
are self-siijiporting in this resjiect. Sir, during tlie regime of the 
East India Company Bengal used to manufacture salt for its own 
consumption and even Uvsed to export to otlier provinces. I think this 
is the time particularly to develop that industry and to make every 
villager living on the sea-shore to undertake this job. It is necessary 
also from another point of view. The number of persons who are 
maintained by land, that is, the agriculturists has increased very 
considerably. According to the latest census of 1941, the percentage 
of persons living on agriculture has increased to 67*1 per cent., w^hile 
the percentage of persons depending on industry is only 10 per cent, 
of BengaTs population and out of that only 3*2 per cent, are employ- 
ed in the large-scale industries. Sir, this is a very sad commentary 
on the development of industries in Bengal. There is another 
industry which can also beudeveloped very profitably and that is the 
fishery industry. Much was being said about the establishment of 
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a department for the development of this industry and ior that 
purpose Rs. 87,000 has been provided in the current year’s budget. 
Beyond advertising for an expert offieei tliat we saw in tlie newspaper, 
up to this time notiiiiig apparently has been done to develop that 
industry. 1 need not dilate on the iinimrtaiiee of that industry. It 
will# be sufficient to say that SO per cent, of the population of Bengal 
live on fish and it is their principal tood. Sir, there are also the 
other industries wliich the mover of tliis resolution nuMitioned, that is 
hand-made paper-making, etc. Once tliis was a very ])rosperoiis 
cottage industry, a home indu>try in Bengal. Even now we find in 
the remote jiarts of (^hittagong that hand-made ])aper is being made : 
an experiment which shows that it can be developed very ])rofitably 
in other parts of Bengal. Sir, there are many otlier industries which 
can be developed if only the State em^ourages. Of course, there are 
difficulties on tlie part of the Government in launching any big 
business enterprise. What do we find. Sir, in com])aring our ])osition 
with regard to industrial development in other countries? It is nothing 
but deplorable. 

At the very beginning the Japanese Government not only started 
big industries such as shipping, mining and other big industries but 
also encouraged cottage industries. When these industries were 
sufficiently develojied and became self-suiiporting they then handed 
over them to private firms and companies. Tlie leaiJied mover of the 
resolution had in mind this idea, 1 think. Let tlie Government first 
start films and wlien they are sufficiently d(*velo])ed tlie\ may be 

given away to the very per^ms who develo]) these firms l)> working in 

them. This idea, I think, has been taken from the e\am])li‘S set by 
other coiintiies. An advanced industrial country like America 
encourages industiies in vario»5^s wa^\>. In this ])rovince, now that a 
res])on>ible and autonomous Government has hemi functioning, I 
think, tills is an opportune moment when >uch imuisures can lx* taken 
up for the encouragement of the industries. It is said that our 
income is only Rs. 4’) jier \ear and it is very necessai> that that 
income should be increased and the standard of living made higher. 
Sir James Grigg wlio has recently been appointed a War Minister 
once stated in the Cential Assembly that the income of an Indian is 

only Rs. 45 and income from industiw is only Rs. 12. Sir, I think it is 

a matter on which every honourable member of this House will feel 
strongly and will support this resolution. 


Khan Bahadur NAIIRUDDIN AHMAD S Sir, this resolution can 
be divided into two important sections. The first branch is an expres- 
sion of a desire that industrial firms should be started with young 
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men trained by the Government; the second branch deals with the 
supply Irf capital and a suggestion is made that shares should be floated 
by Government with guaranteed dividend. With regard to the start- 
ing of industries, there can be no difference of opinion and all sections 
within this House as well as outside would agree that industrial firms 
should be started and industries should be encouraged and things 
should be produced in this country, as far as po'^sible. But, so far .as 
the supply of capital is concerned, the position is different. We are 
living in very difficult and uncertain times. We are suffering from 
stringency of money. Most of our reforms await better days. As regards 
floating of shares, especially in Bengal, we have had very sad experi- 
ences. (juaranteeing dividend is a des2)erate undertaking on the part of 
anybody who knows that floating of shares in any case is a very risky 
business. The result of the proposed venture would be to indulge in 
sy)eculations which (government is not well-fitted to undertake. It 
•companies floated fail, then Government would have to pay unlimited 
dividends — to how* many concerns nobody know^. Theie would ])e no 
limit to the number of industries which would he opened throughout 
the Brovinee. There may be an unmanageable number of industries 
started throughout the Ih’ovince and nobody would know what would 
be tlie extent of the financial liability which the Government would 
have to undertake* in guaranteeing dividends. The Government will 
have to pay losses as well in order to pay dividends. The liability of 
the Government will be unknown and unlimited. From our experience 
in the past, we have seen that even experienced cai)italists who can 
manage their own business well, have failed in many cases. Sir, these 
are extremely unpropitious times for starting any new business. We are 
in the midst of a war which is approaching neart'r and nearer Bengal 
everyday; it will be difficult to find sufficicTit workers who would be 
able to stick their stations it the war advances further towards our 
own doors. Then, with regard to tlul opportunities that the war has 
brought to us, I have certain suggestions to make. We know that 
(lovernmeiit want a la?ge number of war technicians. Huge (luantities 
of war materials are being produced; shell factories and various other 
mechanical factories have been started by the Government of India 
and young men by the thousands have been taken and are being taken 
ill them and they are being trained for these industries. These war 
industries have absorbed all the young m(*n available and yet the 
demand is not yet satisfied. During the war it would be far better, far 
more patriotic and much more safe to secure young men, both trained 
and untrained, to bend their energies towards producing w’ar 
materials 


Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY* How can untrained young 
men be taken on any business? 
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Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Government have under- 
taken to train them. Government have started various orjr^nisatioiis 
at different centres which {jre traininj? ‘our younj? men for the various 
war industries and our young men should he diverted towards these 
industries, so tliat tliey may learn better production and have better 
acquaintam'e with modern methods. Even engines for aeroplanes and 
difficult machine parts are being manufactured in India. There are 
two hundred Bevin boys, Indian boys trained in England at great 
expense, and tliey have come ba<*k and are in <*harge of various industries 
here. In these circumstances, Sir, the ]H*esent is u very pro]>er time 
when our young men should be diverted in these directions. On the 
question of starting of any industrial enterprise by the Government, 
I think the best thing would be for private persons to come forward 
with the necessary amount of capital and management and Govern- 
ment should undertake to encourage them by giving subsidi(‘s and 
buying or marketing tlieir products and so fortli. If ])rivate ])ersons 
are afraid, or unwilling or unable to manage thcs(‘ coni'crns on business 
lines, Gov(‘rnment would be more unsuittal to undertake the manage- 
ment of companies and industrial firms, specially in these unsettled 
times. It will be a most unsuitable time to think of starting industrial 
firms and things of that kind. I should therefore siiggt‘st that this 
scheme should wait till the end of the* war. Nobod \ knows where 
he would be next month or even next week. The position of Bangoon 
is very uncertain and if Bangoon falls, (Miittagong would he the next 
place which would be in immediate danger; and if (Miittagong also 
succumbs, then Calcutta will be in immineni danger. In these 
circumstances, we have got to think of more urgmit dcfinice mattm-s 
than of constructive things like industrial firms, etc. 1 would tlnoadbre 
suggest that the mover be pleased to withdraw^ his resolution for tln‘ 
time being and when better times come, if tlie\ come at all, and it w'e 
are allowed to see each other *i’i ere again aitm* the war, I would ask tny 
honourable friend to raise this (iiie^tion again. 'J’lien ceitainly it will 
be the duty of Government as (»1 every honourable member of this 
House to give more attention (o this matter. 

Mfi HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. President, Sir, J confess that I 
am in complete agreement witli the intention underl\ing the resolution, 
but the jiarticular form in which it has been framed presents to my 
mind certain difficulties. If the lioiiourable mover can resolve some 
of fliese difficulties, 1 am sure that members on both sides of the 
House will accept the resolution which has been sponsored by him. 

My honourable friend who just now sat down has pointed out that 
this resolution contemplates that industrial business should be started 
by the Government. But it is not clear whether these businesses are 
only to be run and administered by Government or owned by Govern- 
ment as well. 
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Then,, in another part of the resolution it is suggested that the 
capital for this should be secured by floating shares with a guaranteed 
dividend. Some of the difficulties in the* way of doing so have been 
poitited out by the honourable member who just now sat down. If 
the money is secured by floating shares, presumably these shareholders 
and dividend-holders would be the real owners of the concern. In ,that 
case, what would be the function of the Government? Their function 
would not be that of administrator, for the trained men would run the 
show and the only part the Government could play would be to 
guarantee the dividends. That, Sir, is an anomalous position. 
There are, of course, certain big industries where Government not only 
can but ovght to interfere and administer the business. But I have 
grave doubts if industries of the kind whi(*h the honourable mover of 
the resolution and his supporters have in view could be administered 
by Government. 

My honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed referred to the soap industry, 
the salt industry and certain other industries which he said could be 
started by Government. But these are all small industries. If we 
keep in mind the kind of instruction given to students by the 
Industries Department it becomes apparent that 8U(*h students can be 
employed only for small items of manufacture. The Industries 
Department trains students in umbrella-making, button-making and 
other sundry items. I have grave doubts, however, if Government 
can interfere with or effectively control small industries like that. I 
am of the opinion that if Government are to take any part in the 
administration and control of any business enterprise, they can do so 
wiih only those large-scale industries which directly affect the funda- 
mental, economic and other needs of the nation. That is why it is 
argued that the public utility concerns should be taken over by the 
Government. In many countries the * public utility concerns are 
administered either by the Central or National Government; or in some 
cases under a system of delegated authority by municipalities and 
other local bodies. Therefore, it seems to me that the question of 
Government interference can arise only in the case of large-scale 
industries. For example, the Indian railways were built up with 
private capital, but the profit on the private capital was guaranteed by 
the State. It is for several reasons possible to guarantee dividends in 
such cases. It is almost certain that in large-scale railway concerns 
profits would accrue, as railways meet an essential need; people must 
travel from one place to another. Also, control is easy for the concern 
is large. On the other hand, Government cannot interfere in and 
control small industries — industries like soap-making and button- 
making and other items which are not as fundamentally necessary 
as means of communication or food or clothes. They are not exactly 
articles of luxury, but neither are they essential like the railway. 
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Similarly, production of food and clothes are essential. These are 
items in which Government might interfere for the sake of national 
welfare. I think a large proportion of ’the members of this House, 
if not the entire House, would agree that there should be Governiueut 
control and administration in these enterprises. The big railway 
systems are being taken over by the Government of India, but in the 
cas^‘ of small concerns it is impossible to do so. Even if it is Govern- 
ment’s intention to control and administer such concerns, they have 
not the capacity to do so. In view of this, it is difficult, if not 
impossible, for the Government, as I have already said, to guarantee 
dividends, or, in other words, guarantee profits in the case of these 
small industries. AVliat is likely to happen is this: there will be a 
large number of small-scale industries, a large number of small i-oncerns 
of the type of cottage industries or perhaps slightly larger than (‘ottage 
industries. They will not l>e properly checked or controlled but sin(*e 
Government have guaranteed dividends on the ca])ital raised for these 
concerns, the public exchequer, that is, the i)eo])le in general will have 
to pay for the business inefficiency and in some cases the dishonesty of 
the men w’ho run the concerns. Who can guarantee that there will 
not be cases of corruption here and there ^ If a large number of small 
concerns are started, the possibilities of (‘orruption will increase in 
proportion to the number of such concerns. There is after all even 
in business a sort of statisti(‘al average of honesty. If that holds 
in the case of large business and in larger sj)heies of human relation- 
ship, there is no reason why it should not hold in the small industries 
as well. 

Th ere is also this further ([U(*stion which I would re([uest the 
honourable movei- to consider. Tt is l)eing examined in different 
countries of the world to-day how far industry should be decentralized 
and how far tliere should ])e ce^ntralization in ])articular aieas. 8o far 
as button-making is concerned, it may lx* ])()ssil)le to d(‘ccnt raliz(\ 
but not so with other industries. If these small industri(‘s are to be 
profitable, they would have to depend on electricity and the distribution 
of eyergy over a large area. The production of energy cannot hv 
undertaken on a small scale or without a thorough planning. There- 
fore, Sir, the question of the relation of large-s(‘ale to small-scale 
industries will also have to be examined. My honourable friend will 
probably remember that three or four years ago, in one of the budget 
discussions, I suggested that there were certain fields in the sphere oi 
industry where a government like the Bengal Government could 
successfully intervene. In the field of textiles, it seems to me that 
the Bengal Government can play a fruitful part; in the field of heav\ 
chemicals and in the development of metallurgy, the Bengal Govern - 
mept might play a very important part. But in the case of small-scale 
industries which will be run by people who are trained, or sometimes 
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mis-trained, it seems to me ver}^ difficult to visualise a scheme whick 
should enable the Government to g^uarantee a dividend on the share 
capital which may be raised. If my honourable friend will present a 
scheme, a clearer picture of how exactly he visualizes the whole thing, 
how exactly these small-scale industries are to be fitted into the 
general economic life of the province, at what points Government are 
to exercise control, then and then alone can we consider his proposifion 
with the seriousness that it deserves. Otherwise, a pious resolution 
would be a mere waste of breath. In one part of his speech, the mover 
said that the men who will be working in these firms will be paid 
wages, and a part of their salaries may be deducted in order to pay 
for the capital and to ensure the dividends. That will again, I think, 
place us in an anomalous position. To suggest that the wages of 
operatives in a concern should be cut in order to guarantee dividends 
to the shareholders is a position which private capitalists may welcome 
but which, I am sure, the State can never for a moment conceive and 
certainly not accept. These are aspects which should be carefully 
examined. 1, therefore, hope that the honourable mover will present 
to us a more clear scheme, a more definite scheme with a clear view of 
the inter-relationship between different items, if he wants us to accept 
this resolution which he has presented to-day. 

Mr. J. B. R088: Mr. President, Sir, in order that my party 
might not be misunderstood by taking no part in this debate I w’ish to 
make it clear that we oppose this resolution, as drafted, on the ground 
that it is thoroughly impracticable. No business concern sponsored by 
Government, managed by Government and looked after by Govern- 
ment could possibly hope tt) compete with private enterprise, parti- 
cularly when it has attached to it a liability for guaranteed dividends. 

I have only one question which I would like to ask the honourable 
mover, and by this time he will have gathered that I have not very 
high opinion of the business acumen of Government. If the industrial 
concerns which he has in mind eventually fail, as they are bound to 
do under Government management — and the whole of their plant and 
equipment is distrained for debt, the capital being lost, how then is 
the Government going to continue to pay guaranteed dividends? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; Sir, the 
subject-matter of the resolution is of very great importance. I do not 
lack in my sympathies with the honourable the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion in the underlying desire which runs in the first part of his 
resolution. But my difficulty. Sir, is this that in the position in 
which we have been placed here this afternoon, we are concerned not 
with the underlying desires or with the sincerity of views but we are 
concerned with what may be called a rational interpretation of the 
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intention of the Legislature. And, Sir, what is the wording of the 
resolution? My honourable friend the Leader of the Opposition states: 
that thk Council is of opinion that indu^ftrial firms be started by the 
Government with young men trained by the Industrial Department 
and necessary money be secured for the purpose by floating shares 
with guaranteed dividend. My honourable friend Khan Bahadur 
Nazifuddin Ahmad, from the point of view of a lawyer, has analysed 
the resolution into two parts. May 1. from tlie point of view not of a 
lawyer but of a member of the Legislature, try to effect a i)ost-mortem 
examination in the matter of vivisection? 

This resolution is capable of division into a niiinhcr of i)arts. First 
of all, my honourable friend does not define wliaf are industrial firms. 
Does he refer to heavy industries or does he refer to cottage industries?* 
That point sliould be made clear. Is he sticking to the definition of 
the statute — the definition given in the Bengal Slate \id to Industries, 
Act — or is he not? I assume from the speech of my honourable friend 
to which I listened with great care and attention that he was obviously 
referring to certain cottage industries and certain other industries 
which are cognate in nature to those cottage industries. My friend has 
great confidence in Government supervision. In his resolution he says 
that these firms should be started by the Government with young men 
trained by the industrial department. Why should my honourable 
friend leave out of account other men i>erhaps not young but still 
pulsating with the vigour of life like man.\ of us in this Chamber? 
Why they should be excluded only because they have not been trained 
by the industrial department of the Government? Then, Sir, as usual, 
the sting is in the tail. My honourable friend says that necessary 
capital shall be secured for the purpose by floating shares with 
guaranteed dividend. In his admirabb* -peech before this House my 
honourable friend slightly stra^'ed away from the proposal which he 
has advanced, namely, tlie principle of co-operative activities. He has 
said that these young men, if they are employed, would morally 
contribute their share to the capital to be raised and in that case 
Government will be in a position to guarantee them a dividend. 

Without raising the very controversial issue raised by my friend 
Mr. Humayun Kabir or by Mr. Ross as to whether private enterprise is 
good or Government enterprise is bad, or raising the question as to 
whether Government is in a position to control, manage and execute 
the policy of those multifarious firms which will be dotted all 
over the province like so many oases in the desert, I can say definitely 
that no Government can possibly give a guarantee, no Government can 
give a guarantee against inefficiency, against dishonesty and against 
incompetence. Sir, it is not quite true or accurate to assume that 
Government had done nothing in the matter of encouraging small 
cottage industries. Tht Bengal State Aid to Industries Act still 
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adorns the statute book and if efforts have not been made commensurate 
with the laudable objects of the Act, then the lack of such efforts must 
be attributed to a variety of factors — lack of imagination on the part 
of those who administer the Act, lack of that psychological pheno- 
menon which my honourable friend has described as industrial-minded- 
ness, lack of capital, lack of enterprise on the part of young men, and 
the all-absorbing and predominant faith of the present-day youths ol 
this country, wdiether Hindu or Moslem, that salvation lies only in 
Government Service. Mr. President, the point raised by my honour- 
able friend Mr. Humayun Kabir and my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed are 
points which are being scrutinised and review’ed by a Committee appoint- 
ed by Government known as the Industrial Survey Committee. Sir, 
I am fully aware that Commissions and Committees in every country 
in this world, where you have zeal and impatience on the part of well- 
intentioned j)atriots, are regarded as sins of omission and sins of com- 
mission. The establislimcnt of these bodies is supposed to be primordial 
in all cases. But, Sir, in a matter like this, it is impossible by virtue 
of a resolution in this august assembly, to enfor(‘e the rational intention 
of the mover of this resolution. Mr. President, Sir, so far as the 
Province oi Bengal is concerned, it tried to regulate private enterprise 
in two matters. One was in (‘onnection wdth the training scheme for 
detenus and tlie other w^ns w’ith reference to the relief-of-unemployment 
scheme. A^Tlelllc^ tliese tw'o schemes have been a success or failure, 
it is not for me to say but some future liistorian wTll (‘ertainly write in 
characters of aniber and of gold that these two scdiemes have failed not 
because of the intiuitions of its framers, not l)(‘cause of the activities of 
the executors of the scheme, but because those scliemes could not 
])ossibIy cones])ond with the ps\chologv of thos(‘ for whose benefit 
tliey wtu’c brought into operation. Mr. Ibesidcnt, Sir, 1 liave not very 
many w’ords to say. So laj- as the Government is concerned, Govern- 
ment .shares the views of the honourabl'e the Ticader of the Opposition 
that some form of economic i)lanning should be undertaken in the 
l)rovince — some form of relief should be granted to our unemployed 
young men who have been trained in the various bramdies of the 
industry of the ])rovince. It is further of opinion that, if necessarv. 
Government should spend money for the purpose of setting these 
young men on the road towards industrialisation of the country. 
Beyond those objects no Government can pos.sibly go. My friend the 
Leader of the Opposition referred to the shortcomings of the Industries 
Department of the Government. Shortcomings of the Industries 
Department of any Government of the world are inevitable. Then, 
Sir, my honourable friend Mr. Boss pointed out to us w'itli his vast 
experience in busines.s concerns that he did not feel very much assured 
about the business acumen of Government. Now', Sir, many persons of 
eminence in business and industrial life nor only in this province, not 
only in India, but also elsewhere, have not ^een satisfied with the 
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business acumen of their respective Governments. I agree entirely with 
the Leader of the Opposition that the poverty of our trained young men 
etands in the way of, what Jie charactet ises as, industrial-mindedness 
and much attempt will have to be made to improve their condition. 
One of the attempts made in this direction is publicity and propaganda. 
The value of publicity and propaganda in the twentieth century 
politics as a factor is well-known to all the members of the Legislature 
and it is not quite correct when Mr. Nur Ahmed says that these demon- 
stration parties are in the nature of tamashas. There are so many 
tamashas in this world that we might almost say that life itself is one 
of such tniruishas. If directed in the proper channel and if made to 
conform to the needs of the nation, that tamus/ia will some day yield 
such valuable results as would adorn life of the whole nation. 

Then, Sir, my honourable friend referred to (‘ertain industries and 
quite rightly pointed out that although we are living now in abnormal 
times, yet we cannot afford to neglect Indian industries. With that 
proposition every Indian must be in hearty accord. My honouratble 
friend Mr. Nur Ahmed spoke about industries such as soap-making, 
sericulture, salt and other small industries. Of these industries, I 
felt doubt in my mind as to whether or not Mr. Nur Ahmed was inter- 
preting the resolution of my honourable friend the Ijeader of the 
Opposition in the manner in which I started interpreting, namely, was 
it cottage industry or was it large-scale industry also or was it heavy 
industries or was it the combination of all the three that my honour- 
able friend the Leader of the Opposition had in view. Sir, I have heard 
with regret and it is common knowledge that the iiu'ome per capita of 
an Indian is perhaps the lowest in the world and everybody, whether in 
Government or outside, every true well-wisher of his country and every 
man and woman who calls himself or herself a patriot, is bound to 
tackle the problem in his or her own way as to how^ to increase the 
income per capita. Sir, my honourable friend Mr. Humayun Kabir's 
legal difficulties about the ownership of the fund to be raised or about 
the administration of the fund, do not probably come into the picture 
so far as this particular resolution is concerned. It is perfectly true 
that Government at this stage are unable to accept this resolution not 
because of its lack of sympathy with the underlying desire of the 
honourable the mover but because in the w^ords of my honourable 
friend Mr. Humayun Kabir, Government would like to have not a 
blurred picture but a clear picture in front of it. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I say a few words, on 
this resolution. Sir? I have listened wdth very great interest to the 
eloquent reply of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bevenue Depart- 
ment. As he is deputising for another Minister, I do not want to 
criticise him for lack of knowledge about the details of the department 
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with which this resolution is concerned. Sir, I cannot congratulate 
the Hon’ble Minister on his eloquent reply in spite of all the sarcastic 
rehemence which he has displayed over this resolution. He and his 
party are supposed to be progressive and he himself is a member of 
the Forward Bloc but the reply to which we had just the privilege of 
listening could very well be put into the mouth of a brown bureaucrat. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On a point of 
order, Sir. My friend Sir Bijoy is not right, Sir, in saying that the 
Hon*ble Minister is a member of the Forward Bloc. 

8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: If he is not a member of the 
Forward Bloc of which Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose is the leader, and if 
he is prepared to disown his leader or disown the party, I shall welcome 
that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir Bijoy is again 
mistaken, thoroughly mistaken. He ought to have accepted my 
explanation. Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose was not the leader of the 
Forward Bloc Party in the Bengal Legislative Assembly. There is no 
such Party in the Assembly. 

8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: That is a difference between 
Tweedledum and Tweedledee of which I w^as not aware. I am 
prepared to accept his version, if that will satisfy my honourable 
friend. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That will satisfy the 
requirements of truth. 

8lr BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: As regards the resolution 
itself, my submission is that Government should accept the resolution, 
I mean the spirit of the resolution, and should not go by its letter. 
What is the proposal contained in the resolution, SirP The proposal is 
that Government should start industry and try to give training to young 
men in those industries and should float capital and if possible guarantee 
dividend. I know that there are obvious difficulties in the way but 
the spirit of this resolution is, I believe, something which should be 
acceptable to Government. There was the well-known Japanese firm 
of Mitsuibusan Kaisha. A large percentage of the shares of that firm, 
I believe, really belonged to the Government of Japan. Similarly, in 
Germany there are firms a large percentage of whose shares are owned 
by the Government of Germany. The Hon’ble Minister should try 
to emulate the example of those countries and try to start industries 
here taking responsibility on Government and should give opportunities 
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to the young men of this country to get commercial training. That it 
the spirit underlying this resolution and the Hon’ble Minister should 
not have replied in that sarcastic way and should not have tried to turn 
it down. It is a very modest, a very straightforward and a very sincere 
proposal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; Was it 

sarcastic to the past Sevenue Minister? 

Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I cannot understand, Sir, 
why the Hon’ble Minister should interrupt me. I did not interrupt 
him when he was speaking. But as it is a popiilar (lovernment and 
especially as it is a forward — I won’t say Forward Bloc — and progres- 
sive Government, — a coalition of the two, tliis reply coming from the 
Hon’ble Minister is certainly very unsuitable and very disappointing. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, I 
rise to reply to the various queries that have been put in the course of 
the debate. I shall first reply to the points raised by Khan Bahadur 
Naziruddin Ahmad. He says that the Government cannot go in for 
speculation. I should first explain what I had in mind in moving this 
resolution. It appears to me that the honourable members taking part 
in this debate have not fully understood my resolution. My idea is that 
the Government should float shares with guaranteed dividends, just as 
they do in the case of Railways. Government will start the factories 
which will be run by these young men whom the fjovernment has 
given necessary training. They will be supervised, controlled and 
managed by Government. In fact, everything will be done by Govern- 
ment so that Government may be sure that the money is not wasted 
and there is no loss. My friend Mr. Ross has said that he has no faith 
in the business acumen of Government. But I submit, Sir, Govern- 
ment could secure for the business men of reputation and ability. By 
paying money Government could certainly get such men. We 
want that Government s^iould do something. Mere tall talking 
will not do. We have been hearing tall talks for the last 20 years, 
but nothing has been done to industrialise the country. In fact, 
the Government do not keep any information. They did not even 
know that there is one place in Tippera which is the Manchester of 
Bengal where the textile industry has reached perfection so to Say. 
It was I who brought that to the notice of Government four years ago, 
after which Industrial Weaving Survey was made throughout the 
province. At that time they came to know of it. The Government 
could do a lot but they won’t do anything. People will not excuse the 
Government if they do not do anything. It is an autonomous Govern- 
ment and the representatives of the people are in the Govern- 
ment. The people cannot® be hoodwinked by speeches. For 150 years 
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tJbe country was under the bureaucratic form of Government. Does 
Frovincial autonomy mean that brown bureaucracy has taken the place 
of white bureaucracy? 

Mr. J. B. R088: On a point of information, Sir. Is the honour- 
able member as old as 150 years? 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I have 

read history. It is not necessary that a person should be 150 years old 
to know things of that time. 

However, Sir, as I was saying a moment ago, it is not a question of 
speculation. The Sara-Serajganj Railway, the Mymensingh-Bhairab 
Bazar Railway — these are being run by Government and the capital 
has been raised by floating guaranteed dividends. I know it for a 
fact and most of the honourable members here also know that for a 
fact. If the Government have not got sufficient efficient men, let them 
appoint able and expert men who can conduct all these firms; but let 
them appoint only such men who can run the show, and who could do 
business. You are only training men but you are not giving them 
training in business, so that in the end the original training is wasted. 
That is what I mean. You are giving training to certain young men 
in certain industries but you are not putting them up in business to 
show whether they can make a success of it. Don’t leave them with 
the i)reliminary training; also give them the business training so that 
in after-life by following that avocation they can earn their livelihood. 
Is the Government prepared to do so or not? Let them say so; if they 
are not so prepared, I shall be quite content with the reply. Sir, my 
honourable friend has referred to gun factories, ammunitions factories 
ftc., which have recently been started but those things will 
disappear as soon as the war is 6ver. That does not solve the 
question of giving an impetus to industries. I want an impetus 
to be given to the industries in all articles of manufacture 
which this country requires. Japan is now out of sight — Japan which 
had flooded our markets with her articles. So, now is the opportune 
moment when we can manufacture the articles which she used to 
export here. (Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti: No, no. Japan 
is very much in sight.) Then, Si^;, it is said that it is war time and 
we cannot think of industrialising the country. But my honourable 
friend the Finance Minister only the other day admitted, when I 
pointed out to him that other countries had doubled and trebled their 
industrial output, that we too should do our best in this line. If that 
is admitted. Sir, we may at best start with small minor industries 
which will not cost much and Government can certainly show their 
good-will that they really want to pave the way to the industrialisation 
of the country, by making our young men industrial-minded, as I call 
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it. That is what I want and that is what my resolution wants to point 
out. As regards Mr. Humayun Kabir who wants to proceed with big 
industries and not with smtill industries.* I may say that if I spoke of 
big industries, then I am sure it would be at once turned down on the 
plea that Government*^ cannot take up at the very beginning heavy 
industries. That is w^hy I w^anted that we might begin with small 
industries in which training may be given; and one of them that I 
have in mind is the textile industry wdiich is very important for war 
purposes. Government has been training our men in the textile 
industry but what I mean to say is that after learning the elementary 
processes, these young men do not take to the textile industry as a 
vocation. Sir, why should we not have hundreds and thousands of 
Bahurhats as centres of textile industry. Sir, you w'ill be surprised to 
hear perhaps that many of ns and even Government themselves do not 
know where Babur hat is. On account of distress and famine in my 
part of the district I was trying the other day to purchase some cheap 
cloths to distribute them to the needy and poor. One of my honour- 
able friends in this House also very kindly placed some amount of 
money at my disposal for distribution and after searching the whole 
city of Calcutta nowhere could I get even rejected cloths at less than 
one rupee two annas or four annas a piece, whereas when I sent to 
Baburhat I got cloths for thirteen annas a piece and I bought them 
for distribution among the poor. It is not known perhaps to the 
Government that there is a place like Baburhat where the w'eaving 
industry has developed so much, and 1 wish that such industry could 
be started in other places also. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Baburhat is in 
the Dacca district, not in the Tippera district. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED IHUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I am 

sorry. Sir, it may be so; but it touches the Tippera district in any 
case: it is within the Raipur thana. Sir, the Hon'ble Minister has 
complained that industry has not been defined. I have already expressed 
what I mean — I mean small industries to begin with, and in which the 
preliminary training has been given to young men. The Hon’ble 
Minister also asked why I restricted my resolution to Government- train- 
ed young men and did not propose to open it to others. I say that 
because Government has been giving some men training and as they are 
readily available, let them be started on business; and in the meantime 
others may be trained; there is no harm. But do please make a start. 
The provision about contribution was not part of my resolution but it 
was mentioned only incidentally and my object was that if some 
factories started by Government had proved self-supporting, then Gov- 
ernment could ask those employees to contribute a certain amount of 
Iheir earnings and re-purchase the shares with which the industries were 
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started. There is no fear of clash with the previous owner. It is only 
re-purchasing and paying off the shareholders: that was my idea. 
Then, Sir, it has been said that Government cannot give guarantee. 
My reply to that is when Government give guarantee in the case of 
railways, why can they not give guarantee if they employ honest and 
efficient people whose integrity cannot be questioned? If they have 
business ability, why should the Government not be able to* give 
guarantee? I think that would be the acid test of the officers of the 
Industries Department that they are really men of business ability. 

Sir, I have nothing else to say. I have only to appeal to the 
members of the House every one of whom, I think, believes that the 
country must be industrially developed. If we have to live, we have 
to solve the problem of the industry of the country. My resolution 
wants to make a small beginning in that direction. I hope no one in 
this House will oppose this resolution. With these words, I commend 
my resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question before the House is: that this 
Council is of opinion that industrial firms be started by the Government 
with young men trained by the Industrial Department and necessary 
money be secured for the purpose by floating shares with guaranteed 
dividend. 

(The resolution was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: I beg to move: that this 
Council is of opinion that the Government of Bengal should take steps 
to reduce the administrative expenditure by amalgamating the duties 
of several officers moving alx)ut in the same area for different works 
and give effect to the ret^ommendation of the Land Revenue Commis- 
pion in paragraph 299 of its Report. ^ 

Sir, financially embarrassed as we are, particularly at this time, 
we ought to find out all avenues from which we can save our revenues 
for other useful purposes. Within the last few years, I have found 
that officers of Government are being multiplied in the various depart- 
ments. If we look at the i)icture in the villages, what do we find? 
We find that on one day the Circle Officer goes there to inspect the 
union board office and reports to the Subdivisional Officer. Next day, 
the Subdivisional Officer goes to the same village to inspect the Debt 
Settlement Board. On the third day an officer of the same status goes 
to visit the co-operative society there and on the fourth day some other 
officer — probably the Inspector of Schools visits the village school. 
All this work can be performed, with some training, by one of the 
officers named; and if his headquarters is placed within an easy reach, 
he could more frequently visit that area and thereby be more in touch 
with the people. Sir, this view of mine is well supported by the Land 
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Eevenue Commission and if j^ou will permit me, Sir, I may only read 
the last part of the paragraph referred to in my resolution, ‘‘The ques- 
tion of strengthening and training the supervising staff raises the wider 
question of inspection in the niufassil. In nearly every thana there 
are at present several Government officials belonging to different 
departments, each of whom moves over the same area, carrying out 
different duties. We suggest that Government might consider the 
desirability of training these officers in all branches of work. We 
believe that this proposal is practicable, and that it would result in 
greater efficiency of inspection and give greater authority to each of 
the officers, because the area under his control would consist of only 
three or four unions, and he would be in sole charge of all branches of 
work/* If you ask. Sir, a Co-operative Inspector who had been to 
a particular area as to what his idea was about the rainfall there and 
the progress of cultivation he would reply that be had been there only 
on co-operative work and that he did not know' anything else happening 
there. Such is the case with other officers belonging to other branches 
of service. They go there with a particular object, see certain things 
and come back. My idea is that if a particular officer is put in sole 
charge of all branches of work in a particular area including the so- 
called Nation-building works as well as General Administration, he 
will be in closest touch with the people of the locality and the people 
there will consider him as their own man and lay their grievances 
before him and thus he can be of very great assistance to the people. 
Not only this, Sir. The question of saving unneciessary expenditure 
caused when different officers go to the same locality on different objects 
IS also involved. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Resolution moved — 

That this Council is of opinion that the Government of Bengal 
should take steps to reduce the administrative expenditure by amal- 
gamating the duties of several officers moving about in tlie same area 
for different w'orks and give effect to the recommendations of the 
Land Revenue Commission in paragraph 299 of its report. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. President, 
Sir, I am again placed in a position of difficulty. This time, Sir, I 
do not propose to be eloquent because my honourable friend Sir Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy after the solid contribution he made to this after- 
noon’s debate has just passed out of this Chamber. Sir, it is true 
that on page IGO, the Land Revenue Commission of Bengal gave their 
opinion about the main point raised by my friend the honourable Khan 
Bahadur Ataur Rahman in his resolution. Sir, on page 159, sec- 
iion 299, the Commission was considering the question of the 
jeorganization of the C<;|-operative Department. If my honourable 
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friend will please look at the opening lines on page 159, he will see the 
observations of the Commission were to this effect ‘^We recognise that 
the reorganisation of the Co-operative Department may take time, but 
we are in favour of as rapid an extension of the co-operative movement 
as is consistent with sound organisation and management’\ Then the 
Commission went on to discuss the question of the inspection^ and 
supervision of certain areas in the muffasil. Without being disrespect- 
ful to the eminent personnel of the Commission and without being 
disrespectful even to its observations which are obiter dicta, I can say. 
Sir, that this was not one of the main points of reference to the Land 
Revenue Commission. Yet as we are acicustomed to treat the obiter 
dicta of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council with the highest 
respect, the observations, even though obiter dicta, of the Floud Com- 
mission are entitled to the deepest consideration of any Government - 
But, Sir, the resolution of my honourable friend is to this effect. 

'This Council is of opinion that the Government of Bengal should 
take steps to reduce the administrative expenditure by amalgamating 
the duties of several officers moving about in the same area for different 
works, etc.’' The language used by the Commission was “in nearly 
every thana”. So once more the expression “area” requires, if not 
definition, then certainly circumscription. Then, Sir, they say that in 
this area, that is to say, in these thanas or subdivisions, the Circle 
Officers, Debt Conciliation Officers, Sub-Inspectors of Schools, 
Co-operative Inspectors and the Agricultural Officers, they move about, 
they discharge their respective duties and charge daily and travelling 
allowances. Of course, there is duplication of work there, I agree; but 
at the same time, my honourable friend will realise that the funda- 
mental principle of administration in any advanced country of the 
world is not concentration but deconcentration of power and this subject 
was one of the items over which the baVrage of fire was directed against 
the District Magistrates who were supposed to be in law the inheritors 
of unfilled renown of the Great Moghuls. I ask whether a Sub- 
Inspector of Schools, who is an educationist, can also discharge 
the functions of a Circle Officer. This reminds me of a story. Many 
years ago I had an occasion to visit a college in a locality which is not 
governed by the British system of Jurisprudence. The Principal of 
the college was also a General and a professor of that college did not 
come to college punctually that day. Now, irregularity is not 
necessarily one of the vices of a legislator and the Principal threatened 
to court-martial the professor and the professor took half an hour to 
convince the Principal that irregularity was not such an offence. Now, 
Sir, it is extremely difficult to discover an officer who possessess all 
the virtues so as to be able to carry on the duties of a Circle Officer* 
Debt Conciliation Officer, Inspector of Schools, Inspector of Co-opera- 
tive Societies, and Agricultural Officer. But Jt may be quite possible 
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to realise the underlying principle of the resolution of my honourable 
friend by investigation. This investigation will be somewhat 
in the nature of the District Administration Committee and it 
might yield fruitful results. There is no doubt that there is some* 
amount of wastage and the reason for this wastage is not human 
cupidity but administrative necessity and the reason for duplication 
is mainly historical. For instance, long after the system of inspection 
of schools came in vogue the Inspector of Co-operative Societies came* 
into being. I hope that a District Administration Committee, if set 
up, will investigate this question thoroughly and Government will be- 
in a position to do something in the matter. I would request my 
honourable friend to withdraw his resolution in view of this assurance* 
that Government will certainly try and hold investigation not of a; 
roving nature but an effective one and see that certain amount of 
economy consistent with efficiency may be effected in the administration 
of these areas. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN S Sir, I fully appreciate the 
views expressed by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister, but there is one point 
that I must make clear. When I cited the examples of the sub- 
inspector of schools and the inspector of co-operative societies, I did 
not mean that these two posts should be combined into one. I only 
suggested that these are things which should be considered by Govern- 
ment as a means of effecting economy. As, however, the Hon’ble 
Minister has promised that this matter should be considered by the 
District Administration Committee, I have no objection to withdraw 
my resolution. And I am very glad that the question of the reduction 
of the cost of the pay and travelling allowances of the various depart- 
ments will be taken into consideration. If they do so, then. Sir, I am 
quite sure that they will be able to find out some way of bringing 
down the administrative cost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to permit the 
Khan Bahadur to withdraw his resolution? 

(The resolution was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn.) 

Mr. AMULYA DHONE ROY: Sir, I beg to move that this Council 
is of opinion that the Government of Bengal do immediately take all 
possible steps to secure the release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose now in 
detention in the Trichinopoly Central Jail. 

Sir, since I gave notice of this resolution the Hon’ble Ministers 
have made some statements before the House. But from what I noticed 
on the day of the arrest of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose at his residence in 
Calcutta, I do not expect much from the present Ministry. At the 
time of the arrest of ]j!r. Bose I painfully witnessed the spectacle of 
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Hon’ble Ministers enjoying impotent power and position within the 
framework of the constitution envisaged by the Government of India 
Act, 1935. Sir, I want to know in most clear terms and I hope the 
Hon’ble Ministers will satisfy us as to what attempts they have made 
Tip till now and what attempts they intend to make in future to secure 
the release of our beloved leader Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. We cannot 
eurely agree with the opinions which the authorities in Delhi have 
expressed with regard to the detention of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 
The authorities in Delhi are of opinion that Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose 
had contact with our enemy, the Japanese. Sir, we know Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose. He was our source of inspiration and source of all our 
achievements. No one would at all believe that Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose had any contact with the Japanese so long as the Government in 
Delhi come forward to place him before a court of justice for trial. 
Everybody knows as well as we do that the life of Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose is a life of suffering and sacrifice. After two hundred years of 
British rule in this country a man in the position of Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose cannot be expected to hand over this country to the domination 
<i{ another foreign nation. Therefore, unless and until Mr. Bose is 
tried in an open court, the public at least of this country will never 
believe and never put any faith in the utterances of the authorities in 
Delhi. However, what I want to know. Sir, is this: what the 
Ministry has got to say; what attempts it has hitherto made and what 
it intends to do in this matter. Had the situation been normal, I think 
the Ministry would not he where it is at present because one by one the 
Government of India are turning down the representations of the 
Bengal Government, knowing full well that the present Ministry is in 
«ome awkward position. Therefore, I ask them to make all possible 
attempts to secure the release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 

With these words, Sir, I move andi commend my resolution to the 
acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Resolution moved: that this Council is of 
opinion that the Government of Bengal do immediately take all 
possible steps to secure the release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose now 
in detention in the Trichinopally Central Jail. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; Sir, I wholeheartedly 
uupport the resolution moved by my honourable friend Mr. Amulya- 
dhone Roy. The arrest of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose is very unfortunate 
at a time when he was attempting to do something for the benefit of 
the people of Bengal by bringing about communal harmony. He was 
arrested at a time by the authorities when his presence was needed 
most and rightly therefore there is a good deal of suspicion in this 
matter. If Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose is accused of an offence which 
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^aees him in the category of a £fth columnist, it is fair and proper that 
the Government should try him in an open court, as has been done in 
England and America. The.Broklyn caee of America was tried in an 
open court and the accused were brought to book. But in this case 
a policy seems to be adopted by the Central Government persistently 
which conveys the idea that they are bent upon putting down all 
Indians with progressive views and national sentiments. 1 know of 
coiiA*se that in this matter our present Ministers are not in a position 
to act directly and they made a statement to that effect also. It is 
known, Sir, that the Hon’ble Mr. P. N. Banerjee had been to Delhi 
to speak about Mr. Bose to the Hon’ble Home Member of the Govern- 
ment of India. So we shall be glad if he reveals what has transpired 
in that interview and what has been done for the release of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose. I hope specially the two Hon'ble Ministers Mr* Santosh 
Xumar Basu and Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee will not leave any 
atone unturned to secure the release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 

Mr. J. B. R088: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to oppose the resolu- 
tion now before the House, not because I have any animus against 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. Although he is my political opponent, I 
have always admired the manner in which on every occasion when he 
stood up to speak, not in this House but in another place, he has made 
his cause succinct and clear. Therefore, it is not because of any 
personal animus that I oppose this resolution, nor because of 
Mr. Bose’s politics. It may be said that Mr. Bose is a prominent 
citizen of Bengal and of Calcutta and an outstanding member of the 
Bengal Legislature : with all that I quite agree. But in abnormal 
times such as the present, Government have to arm themselves with 
abnormal powers and they have to use those powers unflinchingly 
irrespective of personalities, if they find it necessary to do so. It is 
not only in India that this sort o< thing has happened. It has hapj)ened 
also in England since the beginning of this war and many prominent 
citizens of the British Isles have been put under surveillance or kept 
under observation or their liberties have been restricted, because they 
have been suspected of subversive activities. Now, Mr. Bose was 
arrested by the order of the Government of India, — the arrest having 
nothing to do with this Government at all — and he was arrested on the 
ground that that Government was satisfied that there had been such 
contacts between him and the Japanese as to necessitate his apprehen- 
sion. Now, I am not giving that as my opinion; that is the gist of the 
communique which was issued by the Government of India on the 12th 
of December, I believe; and if the Government of India in its wisdom 
and with its powers of obtaining knowledge were satisfied that these 
contacts existed, I am afraid that until we get more information we 
have got to accept that position. It may not be in the public interest 
that Government should show their hand further in the meantime. 
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In view of that statement we cannot support this resolution. It is to 
be remembered that Bengal is in immediate danger of attack from the 
Japanese and in view of this it appear^ to us that no responsible 
Government should urge the release of Mr. Bose unless and until it is 
satisfied that there are no grounds for the charge against him of 
contact with the enemy. We have had the spectacle of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu rushing down to Trichinopoly ; we hav^ had 
the spectacle of the Hon^ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee rushing up to 
Delhi and we understand that the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq in regard 
to this matter has been running round in little circle and uttering 
assurances in vague generalities. We understand, however, that not as 
a Government, not as a Ministry certain members of the Government, 
certain Ministers in the Cabinet have made enquiries with regard to 
the grounds on which Mr. Bose’s detention has been based. If they 
have any information which would enable us to support this resolution, 
I should be very glad if they would place it before the House, because 
my party does not want to see a man unjustly incarcerated. In view, 
however, of the Government of India’s statement that they are satisfied 
that there have been those contacts, we have no option, in the absence 
of any other authoritative statement, than strongly to oppose this 
resolution. 

Mr. LALIT CHAHDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to 
support the resolution which has been moved by my friend Mr. Amulya- 
dhone Roy. Sir, in coursp of his speech the honourable Mr. Ross has 
opposed this resolution on grounds which are not in my view at all 
satisfactory. Sir, the word “contact” has been used in this connection 
— contact with the Japanese. In Calcutta there was a very important 
firm and I am sure honourable Mr. Ross must have had connection 
with the Japanese who were conducting that firm. Would contact of 
this nature be the cause for the arrest of Mr. Ross? Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose was a famous Counsel of the Calcutta High Court. Can it be 
a matter of surprise if Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose should have been 
engaged by any Japanese firm to conduct a case of that firm? 
“Contact” cannot reasonably be the ground for the arrest of a man of 
the position of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. Another argument that has 
been put forward by Mr. Ross is that the Government of India were 
satisfied as to the reason of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose’s arrest. I desire 
to enquire from Mr. Ross : was it the Government of India as a whole 
or was it only the decision of a particular Member of the Government 
of India? Many appointments have recently been made to the Viceroy’s 
Executive Council. Was this case placed before all of them and 
decided by the majority views of the Executive Councillors of the 
Governor-General? Is it not a fact that a certain gentleman of the 
Government of India, the Home Member, was of the opinion that he 
should be arrested and so he was arrested? T^he Executive Council as 
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a whale was not consulted. Is it not soP Sir, the Defence of India 
Act has invested Government with drastic powers of arrest. It should, 
therefore, be used with utmbst precaution and should not be used in 
the way it is being used. I submit, Sir, that the an-est of Mr. Bose 
has hampered the war eh:*ort and the release of Mr. Bose would be a 
thing which will go to enhance the war efforts in this province. Sir, I 
asl^ the Council to remember the fact that at a time when Mr. Bose 
was engaged with the question of the formation of the present Ministry, 
— the Ministry which pledged itself to intensification of war eftbrts, — 
Mr. Bose w.as arrested. I ask this Council to remember that Mr. Bose 
was an ardent champion of India's independence and so is it conceivable 
that he would invite another foreign power to come in and strangle our 
liberties? Is it not simply impossible? No responsible body like this 
House can accept the reasons adduced by Mr. Boss. I think Mr. Bose’s 
case is a fit case for examination and it should be placed before an 
independent tribunal and that tribunal after taking into consideration 
the full facts of the case and giving an opportunity to Mr. Bose of 
being heard should decide wdiether he has rightly been arrested or not. 
I think there w^as something else in this matter. Mr. Bose is a highly 
respectable and honourable man and we do not for a moment believe 
that he has done anything which justified his arrest. 

With these words, Sir, I support the resolution that has been moved 
by my friend Mr. Amulyadhone Boy. 

MTi Ji Bi ROSSS Sir, on a point of information, arising out of the 
point raised by my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. I have a copy of 
the communique issued by the Government of India. Here it states ; 
“The Government of India are satisfied with the reasons of his 
nrrest.” 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise to su])j)ort the 
resolution and the grounds of my support are these : tliat Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose has not been tried and has not been found guilty by a 
competent court of law. It would be natural for every normal citizen 
to presume Mr. Bose to be innocent till he is properly tried and found 
guilty. Then, Sir, we see nothing wrong in two honourable members 
of the Government running up and down the length and breadth of 
India to secure his release, and the reason is this : that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal is not responsible for and has not in its possession the 
evidence that has been collected which led to the order of Mr. Bose’s 
detention. Not having the power to do anything effective in the 
matter, the ministry are justified in doing anything they can to secure 
the release of Mr. Bose who holds a unique position in Bengal ; and the 
two Hon’ble Ministers concerned were not wrong in doing their best 
because they were actuated by considerations both of friendship as well 
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as of party connection. The Government of India not having 
disclosed the evidence or the charge against him in definite terms, and 
the Government of Bengal not having aify clear responsibility in the 
matter, the two Ministers were perfectly free to decide their own course 
of action. I, therefore, do not find anything wrong in two Hon^ble 
Ministers doing their best to see what could be done under the circum- 
stances. So far as the resolution is concerned, it very carefully m.en- 
tions that this Council expresses its opinion that the Government of 
Bengal should take all steps to secure the release of Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose. It does not ask nor can it ash the House to do anything more;: 
it is merely an expression of opinion and an implied request to the 
Government of India to review and thoroughly re-examine his case. 
Sir, it often happens that the evidence, on which such actions are 
taken, does not turn out to be substantially true or accurate. There 
is often a weak link or a loophole in the evidence. In view of the fact 
that Mr. Bose’s release would at once increase th^ war effort in this 
Province, I think that the resolution should be supported by all sections 
of the House. The resolution is absolutely blameless, honest and 
straightforward and has the backing of a large volume of public 
opinion. With these words, I beg to support the resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The Council stands adjourned till 2-45 p.m. 
on Tuesday, the 3rd March, 1942. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 3rd 
March, 1942. 
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general postponement of the elections'^ of local bodies and that each 
individual proposal for postponement of such elections should be 
considered on its merits. t ^ , 

(c) A resolution from the commissioners of the Chittagong Muni- 
cipality was received but was not accepted. No such resolution was 
received from the District Board of Chittagong. 

(d) In view of reply to clauses (a) and (6), the que^lion doe^not 
arise. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: With 
reference to (a), will the Hon’ble Minister, kindly state what would be 
the criterion for determining the merits? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; The criterion will 
depend upon each individual case. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it will not mean 
disloyalty or loyalty to any party? I hope it will certainly not be 
according to loyalty or disloyalty to any party. 

The Hon’ble Mr, 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I hope so. 

Grievances of the employees of the Bengal Government Press. 

5. Mr. K. C. ROY GHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if it is a fact that the Press Employees’ Association, Calcutta, 
submitted a memorial, signed by 400 employees of the 
Bengal Government Press, to the Finance Minister through 
the Superintendent, Beng&,l Government Press, regarding 
their grievances, on the 23rd January, 1942 ; and 

(h) if the reply to part (a) is in the affirmative, if any actions have 
been taken or intended to be taken by the Government; if so, 
what are they ; if not, why not ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Dr. 8yamaprasad Mookerjee); (a) A letter from President, 
Press Emploj^ees’ Association, dated the 15th January, 1942, together 
with an application, dated the 24th January, 1942, signed by 277 
employees of the Bengal Government Press has been received through 
the Superintendent, Government Printing, Bengal. 

(h) The matter is under examination. 

Mr. K. C. ROY GHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when this examination will be completed. 



1942.1 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


289 


The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERilEE: The matter 
has not yet come before me. It is perh^jw? being scrutinised by the 
office. ^ 


Rural Public Health Units. 

hir. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA (on behalf of Mr. Ranajit 
Pal Chowdhury)! (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state what conclusion Government has arrived at as regards the 
improvement of the rural public health units from the curative and 
preventive standpoint of the question ? 

(b) Will he be pleased to state what measures have been adopted by 
the Government for giving adequate medical help to the rural people, 
and for giving them facilities of having the assistance of trained dais 
or midwives and lady vaccinators? 

(c) What steps has he taken for the establislonent of maternity 
wards and clinics for examination of Mood, stool, urine, sputum, etc.? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Steps have been taken 
to collect the information wliicli is not yet ready. 


Union Boards of Jessore. 

8. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state the number and names of union boards in the district 
of Jessore, and the sums grante(|^in 1941, to eaeh of the union boards 
for the 'purpose of sanitary improvement? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U. A statement furnish- 
ing the required information is laid in the Library. 


Malaria in Chandibarpur Union. 

9. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Ijocal Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state if it is a fact that the people of villages under 
Chandibarpur Union Board, police-station Narail, district Jessore, have 
been suffering from epidemic attack of malaria, kala-azar and dysentery? 

(6) Is it a fact that the death rate in the said Chandibarpur Union 
Board is very much higher than the birth rate? 
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(c) Is it a fact that the villagers of Sankarpur and other adjoining 
villages of the said union board sent to the Hon’ble Minister two 
memorials, one direct and the other through the Subdivisional Officer, 
Narail, each signed by about 300 villagers, on the 7th January, 1942, 
and August, 1941, respectively, praying relief in the form of a perma- 
nent charitable dispensary and other sanitary improvements in general? 

(d) If the reply of parts (a) to (c) is in the affirmative, will^the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any actions have been taken or 
are intended to be taken by the Government in the matter? If so, 
what are they? If not, why not? 

(e) Will the Hon'ble Minister please inform the House as to the 
present death rate and birth rate figures in the abovementioned union 
board? Will he further be pleased to supply the figures of death in 
1941 in the union board from each of the diseases mentioned in part 

(a) above? 

The Hcm’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) Yes. 

(b) Death rate was slightly higher than the birth rate during 1941. 

(c) No such memorial was received by the Subdivisional Officer, 
Narail. A memorial, dated the 7th January, 1942, addressed to me 
direct was received by me. The honourable member is referred to the 
answer given by me in the current session to clause (a) of question 
No. 6. 

(d) The honourable member is referred to the answer given by me 
,in the current session to clause (b) of question No. 6. 


(e) Birth rate per 1,000 ... 24*5 

Death rate per 1,000 ... 29*4 

Number of deaths in 1941 frdm — 

Malaria . . . 135 

Kala-azar ... Nil 

Dysentery . . 3 


Khan 8ahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Sir, we have just 
received a list of the questions w^hich still remain unanswered. But 
there are several questions of mine pending from the last session which 
still remain unanswered and they do not find a place in this list which 
is before me. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT; This is the pending list for the current 
session. Office will prepare a list of the questions pending from the 
last session. 
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Point of Information regarding Secret Session. 

Sir BUOY PRASAq SINGH ROY: May I enquire, Sir, of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Defence what decision Government 
have arrived at with regard to my proposal to hold a secret session of 
the House for placing before it the measures adopted by Government 
for.A.R.P. in Calcutta and in the suburbs of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, so far as 
Government is concerned, it does not think that it will be necessary 
to have a secret session at all. We want to take the public into 
confidence and there is nothing which we want to conceal from them. 

8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8I'NGH ROY: If Government are of 
opinion that no secret session is necessary, then are Government 
prepared to place before the House all the details ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Well, Sir, that is 
for the honourable member to try and secure in the usujil way. 

8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I hope the Hon ble Minister 
will be more definite and communicative. I made it perfectly clear 
that what we wanted to know was what steps Government have taken 
hitherto and what stejis tliey propose to take heieafter for A.H.P. in 
Calcutta and in the suburbs of Calcutta. Sir, I cannot express it more 
clearly than this. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The desire of the Opposition seems to be to 
have a special day fixed for discussion of A.K.P. measures, either at 
a secret session or at an open session. Is that the idea? 

8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

The Hen’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U; Well, Sir, so far 
as the materials and information are concerned, some attempt was 
made by me’ to explain the position, as fully as possible, during the 
general discussion on the budget in this House. If the honourable 
member now thinks that sufficient materials were not placed before the 
House, I shall be prepared to consider in consultation with my 
colleagues the suggestion made for the allotment of a special day for 
the purpose, if that is considered necessary. What I really meant by 
my previous answer was that if the honourable member so desires, 
there are ways available under the Hules of Business, namely, to put 
an appropriate question »r to move an appropriate resolution, so that 
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the matter might be gone into in detail. If, on the other hand, it is 
the desire of the House that a special day should be hxed, I may inform 
that I am not empowered to allot it. • 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs On a point of information, Sir. 
May I enquire from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Defence 
as to whether Chittagong, Noakhali, Chandpur and Comilla are 
included within the vulnerable zones? Sir, from the newspaper 
reports I understand that there are as many as 23 towns included 
within the vulnerable zones. If so, Sir, I would like to know whether 
definite schemes have been drawn up for civil defence for Chittagong, 
Noakhali, Chandpur and Comilla and also. Sir, what is the cost of such 
schemes, recurring as well as non-recurring? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order. If the honourable member 
wants such information, he is to table a short-ijotice question. As a 
matter of fact, I remember he has tabled a short-notice question on this 
subject already. (Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: Yes, Sir.) Then, he 
will get the answer in due time. The Hon’ble Minister cannot be 
expected to reply off-hand to such an important question. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. It is exactly this, Sir, that I 
wanted to know from the Hon’ble Minisier, namely, whether he is 
prepared to answer the short-notice question which 1 have already 
tabled. If I get some information on tliis point, Sir, tliat is sufficient 
for me for the present. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; I should be 
certainly willing to accommodate my honourable friend even in the 
matter of a short-notice question on the points he has in view, but I 
do not remember to have received any such. 

8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: With reference to the reply 
given by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Defence, I think it 
is the general desire of this House, at least of this section of the House, 
that more details than were supplied by the Hon’ble Minister in course 
of his budget speech regarding A.R.P. should be placed before the 
House, and I understand that he promised to do so on the last occasion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I understand that the Hon’ble Minister is 
prepared to consider that request if that be the unanimous desire of 
the House and the procedure in such a contingency is for the Leader 
of the Opposition and the other leaders to approach the Leader of the 
House to settle the matter amongst themselves by negotiation. But if 
it is a question of allotment of a day for this discussion, surely he cannot 
alone do it, without consulting his colleagues# 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I am 
at one witli Sir Bijoy that a special day should be allotted for discus- 
sion of the steps that have Ijeen taken noi only in connection with 
Calcutta and its suburbs^but also throughout Bengal, specially the rural 
areas, where prices of things like kerosene oil and soft coke have very 
much ^ shot up. As regards date, I think Thursday next will be a suit- 
able date for us. 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, I join Sir Bijoy and 
Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain in requesting that a day 
should be fixed for the discussion of control of prices regarding food- 
stuffs. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: We agree. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I am glad 
that there is a striking unanimity on the question of further discus- 
sion on civil defence measures. I take it that the honourable 
members have begun te take a great deal of interest in A.R.P. matters 
and I hope there will be great repercussion of this attitude on their 
part in the way of recruitment for A.R.P. We feel encouraged to 
think that our efforts will be stimulated and there will be more recruits 
for manning the various A.R.P. services which are badly handicapped 
at the moment. The honourable members of this House have shown 
keen interest in this respect and I think they will come forward and 
lend their support, authority and influence to assist Uie Government in 
discharging their responsibility much more efficiently and quickly than 
has hitherto been possible. 

As regards the fixing of a date for further discussion which is 
desired, Government will consider the suggestion made, with the 
utmost respect which is due to the members of this House. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, with your permission, I want to mention 
one important thing. I have sent in a notice of a short-notice 
question. May I know 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. You have given notice of a 
short-notice question which will be answered in due course. If you 
want any information regarding that, you may refer to the office. It 
is irregular to mention about short-no<tice questions in the House 
before ascertaining from the office exact position as to whether the 
question has at all been accepted as a short-notice question by the 
Government. 
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Motion for Adjournments. 

The Chair has received notice of an adjournment motion from 
Mr. K. C. Eoy Chowdhury which runs as follows: — 

That this Council do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, the sudden inflation in the price of 
soft coke or fuel for cooking and the soring prices of food-stufis and 
clothing. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY; Sir, may I have your permis- 
sion to move the adjournment motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If Government is agreeable to answer any 
enquiry that you may make in this connection, will that satisfy you? 
Will it even then be necessary for you to move this adjournment 
motion ? 


Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I cannot but impress on 
this House that my motion is of a very very urgent nature. It is 
much more urgent than precaution for air-rajd. Yesterday myself 
and Sir Bijoj^ happened to meet at a place where we fed several 
thousand poor people in a Sadhu’s Ashram. I heard many of them 
complain that they could not purchase coal or any other fuel to cook 
their meals. They were using c/iira (parched rice), which they 
soaked in water and ate. The shortage of fuel and food-stufEs are 
forms of economic pressure which are just as cruel as the bombing 
of cities, since they strike at the very core of the life of the common 
people helping, directly or indirectly, in the defence of India at this 
zero hour of foreign invasion by production of war materials and 
supply of recruits for military purposes. That is how’ the matter has 
become so very urgent. I understand tlfat the Hon’ble Minister has 
certain information regarding the position of wagons for transport of 
fuel and food-stuffa. I shall be glad if, after I have my say on this 
motion, he will supply us with the information in his possession on 
this matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What are the particular points that you would 
like to get information about ? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: I want to refer to two import- 
ant matters. My grievance is that the department which controls the 
prices of food-stuffs has not functioned very satisfactorily so far. My 
next grievance is that the Ministry has not asserted itself as it should 
have done in regard to the securing of larger supplies of wagons for 
distribution of soft coke. I now want to place certain information in 
this connection before the House. 
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Mr, PRESIDENTS Order, order. The difficulty that the Ohair 
feels is that notices of motions for adjournment, if pressed to a divi- 
sion, amount to a vote of censure on the Government. The honour- 
able member belongs to the Coalition Party from which the present 
Ministry has been constituted. It is, therefore, that I suggested that 
inste^ad of moving a motion for adjournment, he should be satisfied 
with a proper reply through questions. If he is not satisfied with the 
re*plies, then it may be his duty in a serious matter to consider if he 
is to move a motion for adjournment; in that case it would be proper 
for him to cross the floor of the House and take his seat with the 
Opposition. That procedure should ordinarily be adopted. It is 
from that stand-point that the honourable member has been permit- 
ted to raise a discussion in order to get adequate and proper replies. 

Sir B IJOY , PRASAD SINGH ROY, Sir, may I make a sugges- 
tion? I believe that Government have fixed the maximum prices of 
several articles but Government's responsibility does not rest there. 
It is their duty to see that those articles are available at the price 
fixed. Are the Government prepared to make a statement with regard 
to all those articles, so that the public may know which are the articles 
for which the maximum prices have been fixed and so that they may 
compare the ])rices for which those articles are actually available? If 
a statement to the above effect is made by the Hon’ble Minister, I 
think that wull satisfy the House. 

Mr, K, G, ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I inform the Hon’ble 
Minister that although the Press Note gives the price of soft cqke as 
one rupee four annas per maund, yet tlie price that is actually ruling in 
the market is one rupee fourteen annas? How would he explain this 
discrepancy ? 

• 

Mr, J. B. ROSS: Why do the public pay this extra price? 

Mr, K, C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Well, they have got to pay 
simply because they have got neither gas stove nor electric stove. They 
must have recourse to coal at any cost. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Let me suggest a procedure which may 
profitably be adopted by the House in similar matters which might 
obviate recourse to extraordinary procedure like motions for adjourn- 
ment. If members who are supporters of the Ministry of the day want 
to discuss such matters, they should follow the procedure that is observed 
in the British House of Lords. There the procedure followed in 
similar circumstances consists in ‘"moving for papers” relating to the 
matter on which a discussion is sought. On the motion a discussion 
follows but there is no voting. The Chair suggests that such a proce- 
dure may be found suitable here also. 
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Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: If the Hon’ble Minister is 
pleased to make a statement on the subject, then it would meet the 
object we had in view in tabling this motion for adjournment. 

The Hon’blo Mr. M. ABDUL KARIM. Sir, I have already made 
a statement only the other day in reply to a question of Mr. Jpalit 
Chandra Das. I promised a fuller information at the time and as a 
matter of fact I have made considerable progress in my investigations 
into the whole affair. I am prepared to make a full statement on the 
floor of the House any time and any day that honourable members 
desire me to do so. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTIS Why not now? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I desire to 
make that statement even now. The honourable 'members will please 
follow what I have got as a result of my investigation about coal. 

The problem has been not so much of supply but of securing 
transport. 

The raisings of coal in the principal coalfields of India — Jharia and 
Raniganj — have been more than maintained. There is no dearth of 
coal. 

The price index of domestic coke remained normal up to 7th 
October, 1941, when the price rose from annas eight per maund to 12 
annas 6 pies. It rose further to 14 annas per maund on 8th December 
last. % Domestic coke was then brought under control and the price 
fixed at 15 annas a maund wholesale and Re. 1-1 retail on the parity 
prices then prevailing — Rs. 17 per ton at the Jharia coal-fields. 

Most of tlie first class coal — and tl^is is produced by about 15 per 
cent, of the collieries — 'is on contract to railways, naval requirements 
or other priority concerns such as public utility companies and for 
factories on war work whose stock is not allowed to fall short below 
a certain minimum number of days, 20 or less according to the distance 
from the collieries. The contract rate of Rs. 5-12 per ton is hardly 
above the pre-war. Eighty per cent, of the wagons allotted for coal 
are taken up for these priority demands and only 20 per cent, left for 
the remaining 85 per cent, of the collieries producing largely second 
class coal for public supply. It is the price of this coal for public 
supply that has mounted up and caused public clamour. The 
collieries — the second class collieries — it is claimed, do not want to 
profiteer, but unless they are to clo-se down, it will not obviously be 
to the public interest that the price of coal must be kept sufficiently 
high to compensate them for the ovprhead expenses they incur for 
total raisings of coal. The position at present is that it is not the 
price of coal that counts, but it is the price qf the wagon. Whoever 
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succeeds in unrestricted competition to bid f<»r the wagon secures the 
coal and solve the problem. The problem cannot be tackled by the 
Provincial Government on its own. Action in a limited way, as has 
been possible, has however already been taken with respect to 
domestic coke. Various suggestions have been made by this Govern- 
ment and the Government of Bihar conjointly, who are the parties 
most interested, to the Government of India for the solution of this 
problem. The principal suggestion is the appointment of a Coal 
Transportation Officer who will have statutory authority to regulate 
the supply of wagons for coal in the Bengal and Bihar fields. Coupled 
with this is the suggestion to control the price of pit-head coal both 
at Jharia and Eaniganj and also to direct the consuming provinces 
and states to fix secondary and retail prices of coal. 

As it is, the east-moving wagons, mainly to Bengal, get coal much 
cheaper than the upcountry stations or Bombay. The price there is 
much higher and *of some qualities almost double than obtaining in 
Bengal. 

The Government of India have recently appointed a Special Officer 
to investigate the problem. With the appointment of a Coal Transpor- 
tation Officer it is probable that supplies of coal and coke would be 
better distributed and profiteering which is now due to competition 
for wagons cut out. But so long as the wagon position remains as 
acute as it is now, it is unlikely that the price of second class coal 
will come down materially. The principal sufferers on this account 
will be the-small industries, for instance, the rice mills in Bengal. The 
point that rice is the staple food of Bengal and the desirability of 
normal working of rice mills in the present emergency in the province 
has however been put to the Government of India. So far as coke for 
domestic purposes is concerned the people in mofussil areas should 
find no serious inconvenience to use fire-wood fuel. In Calcutta and 
the surrounding industrial area it is hoped that coke in small quantities 
for domestic purposes would be available. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: So far as I have been able to 
follow the Hon’ble Minister, I understand what he has to say about 
the difficulties in the matter of supplying coal. But, Sir, in spite of 
these difficulties Government had fixed a maximum price and as such 
is it not their duty to see that the article is available at that price? 
No explanation has been given on that point. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M, ABDUL KARIM: It is due to 

lack of facilities of transport and I shall be very glad to obtain 
suggestions from the honourable members as to how Government can 
successfully tackle thisf)roblem. 
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Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am afraid my honourable 
friend has not followed my point. In spite of the difficulties of 
transport, Government had in their wisd(5m fixed a maximum price. 
Is it not their duty to see that the article is available for that price 
in the market ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The question 
of inflation is there and it is beyond the power of Government to con- 
trol it in the way suggested by the honourable member. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Then please do not fix the 
price. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: There is 
no point in fixing a price then. 

Mri PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M, ABDUL KARIM: As I have 
already said, it is an all-India question, which is under investigation 
and consideration. Government of Bengal are doing their level best. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: What is that level best? 
That is what we want to know. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: It is to 

impress on the Governincnt of India. This province alone is not 
interested in this question; along with us, the sister province of 
Bihar is also equally interested in this coal matter. 

Mr. J. B. ROSS: Mr. President, ^with your permission I might 
be able to make a statement supplementing the Hon’ble Minister’s 
statement from my own personal knowledge of the state of affairs in 
tlie coal-fields. The present orders of the Eailway Board are that on 
five days a week nothing but priority supplies .of wagons will 
be granted to any collieries for loading coal to be used for 
military purposes; and on two days a week only, that is on 
Wednesdays and Sundays, wagons will be allotted for loading on 
account of the public. Now the whole underlying qualification of 
these arrangements is that wagons should be available. I may tell 
you that for the last ten days wagon supplies for loading on priority 
account, on loco account and on account of concerns engaged in the 
war effort have been very much in deficit. Wagon supplies for load- 
ing on public account on Wednesdays and Sundays have been 
practically non-existent. There has been an allotment of something 
like 6 per cent, on basis, that is to say, that a colliery which is 
entitled, shall we say, to ten 'wagons on publie account will get one. 
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Now, when the colliery gets that one wagon, he has to consign it for 
he has probably sold his coal in advance in many cases to a merchant 
who usually buys public cojal and it is the merchant who holds the 
public up to ransom. ^He has the coal sent to a popular consuming 
centre, and he holds an auction and sells the coal to the highest 
bidder. Mr. friend behind me here. Sir Thomas Lamb, had coal 
offeited to him the other day at Es. 30 per ton F. 0. E. colliery 
against a normal price of Es. 5 and this is a very mild instance of 
what is going on. The Indian section of the coal trade, that is the 
Indian Mining Federation and the Indian Colliery Owners’ Associa- 
tion, who are w'ell aware ‘of the difficulties being experienced by 
consumers of soft coke, brought this very matter up before the Rail- 
way Board at a meeting in New Delhi in January and asked for 
priority supplies to be allowed for soft coke which would be sufficient 
to meet the requirements of the consuming markets, but that request 
was not favourably received. As I see it, the only course open to 
the Hon’ble Minister in Bengal is the enforcement of a maximum 
price. He cannot force the supply of wagons; neither can he alter 
the policy of the Eailway Board, because both are outside his jurisdic- 
tion. But one remedy which lies in his hand is that he should 
take drastic action against the people who are profiteering and the 
public should Ik? asked not only to refuse to pay high prices but to 
report vsuch demands to responsible officers of Government to enable 
them to take action. It is the failure of the public to report such 
cases that enables this sort of profiteering to go undetected and if the 
public will co-operate with the Hon’ble Minister, I am sure they will 
make his task very much easier and bring about what my friend 
Mr. Eoy Chowdhury seeks to gain by his motion for adjournment. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: It api>ear8 
from the statement of the Hor/ble Minister that it is due to competi- 
tion in wagons that the price of coal has gone up. But from Mr. Boss 
we get that there is no competition in wagons but that the higher price 
is due to the profiteering of the middle-men. They are charging a 
higher price than that fixed by the Government. If the railway freight 
is not increased, how can there be any increase in prices at all? The 
difficulty is about getting supply of wagons. So, it is the duty of 
Government to find out the people who are profiteering and drastic 
action should be taken against them. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Mr. Ross is perfectly right 
when he says that the Hon’ble Minister has two ways of tackling the 
problem, namely, to fix the price of soft coke at pithead at Eaniganj 
within Bengal and also to ask the Government of India to induce 
the Bihar Government to fix its pithead price of soft coke at Jharia. 
But Eaniganj and Asansol are within Bengal and some steps may be 



taken to control the price there. It is a farce to fix a price and not 
to see to its enforcement. We purchased coal from the depot at Rs. 1-14 
a maund even after the maximum price Jiad been fixed at Rs. 1-4. 
Had we refused to purchase coal at that price, we would have gone 
without meals. Steps should be taken by the Government of Bengal 
to see that in Bally gunge and other depots coal is sold at Rs. 1-4 per 
maund and he who refuses to sell at that price should be prosecuted. 
That will be sufficient. That is all we want. We know of the 
wagon difficulty. If I had the time, I could have dwelt on the matter 
of wagon supply, for I have studied the position carefully and I do 
say that now that shipment of coal to* the Ear East and Singapore 
has stopped, 50 wagons per day for shipment of coal and bunker 
coal will be released. Mr. Ross knows this. I have got information 
that they were despatching about 200 wagons a day to Kidderpore 
Docks for shipment. At least 25 wagons of these 200 may be placed 
for transport of soft coke to Calcutta. My information is that daily 
consumption of domestic coal is 500 tons ; therefofe, it is the business 
of the Hon’ble Minister to see whether by coaxing the military author- 
ities and the Railway Board he cannot get these 25 wagons for 
supjdying coal to Calcutta. He should also take immediate steps to 
fix the price of pithead coke and enforce sale of the same at Calcutta at 
the price of Rs. 1-4 per maund and to prosecute the profiteers, 

Mr. LATAFAT H088AIN: Sir, in the jute mill areas there was 
no complaint regarding the suijply of coal but only regarding food- 
stuffs, because we used to get our coal from the mills. When the 
prices of coal began to soar high, the Government laid down a 
maximum price but, Sir, who is going to take proper steps to enforce 
the price P It is entirely dependent on the question as to whether 
the sellers are going to sell at this price. In our municipality we 
have passed a resolution to enforce th^ price, but no action has been 
taken by the Government. We have also gone to the higher authori- 
ties but there too no action has been taken by them. The Government 
is only issuing a notification but is doing nothing else, so that the 
sufferings of the people are going on and on. 

Mr. K. G. ROY CHOWDHURY: After hearing what the Hon’ble 
Minister had to say on this subject, I do not move my motion. 

DisGussion of 8iipplementary Estimates. 

Mr. PRE8IDENTS The House will now take up the discussion of 
the Supplementary Estimates. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point ^of order, Sir. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIIir Sir, with 

regard to this matter, may I with your permission point out one thing? 
We got notice that the Supplementary Estiuiates will he discussed 
to-day only after coming to the House. Vs we were not sure of it, I 
did not bring in my notes nor even the statement with me for discus- 
sion. In this view of the matter, Sir, it is impossible for us to proceed 
with^ the discussion of the Supplementary Estimates to-day. I would, 
therefore, request that Government may be pleased to fix some other 
day for the discussion of these estimates. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The Chair feels the difiiculty of the honourable 
members. As a matter of fact, my office also got the altered Agenda 
Paper only this morning. That is why it could only be circulate<l to 
the honourable members in the House. May I remind the honourable 
members that the date for discussion of the Supplementary Plstimates 
under the Government of India Act are fixed by His Plxcellency the 
Governor in his indij/idual judgment? So, unless the Hon'ble Pfinance 
Minister can see his way to get another date fixed by His p]xoellency, 
it is difficult for the Chair to intervene in this matter, llule 14 of the 
Governor’s llules states: “The Governor, exorcising his individual 
judgment, may from time to time allot a day for the ])reseJitation of a 
supplementary statement of expenditure.” The Chair desires the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister to indicate wliat should be done under the 
circumstances. The Chair feels the difficulty of the honourable 
members in that they had practically speaking no notice that the 
matter was coming up to-day. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE; Sir, the 
House is aware that this matter was to have been considered on the 
26th February last, for that was the date fixed by His Excellency the 
Governor. Then it was decided that it would be taken up on 
another day and accordingly His Excellency fixed to-day for the 
purpose. His special permission was taken and he has fixed the 3rd 

of March (Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain : But 

this House was not informed of this in time.) However, Sir, if I may 
make a suggestion, I would like to say that this House could only 
have a general discussion on these estimates and that we may finish it 
to-day. My honourable friends of the Opposition at any rate will feel 
rather shy in criticising these Supplementary Estimates, because these 
estimates should have been brought up here by the last Ministry long 
ago. They cannot criticise themselves too long for obvious reasons. 
We have to forget the past to a great extent. The Lower House has 
voted this demand and the assurance that I can give to the members of 
the House is that there will be no such occasion for complaint in future. 
These matters will (!ome to the Legislature in proper time. Some extra- 
ordinary expenditure may have to be met during the period of 
emergency. Subject to^this, the normal procedure would be followed. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: Tlie 
supplementary demand has been placed before the Legislature 
practically before the actual demand has l)een made. The difficulty is 
we have not got copies of the printed books with us to-day. We have 
not brought them as we did not know that the Supplementary Estimates 
would be taken up to-day. 

The Hen’ble Dr, 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I have got two 
copies of the books and I can give the honourable member one copy. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: It is the duty of the Chair to see that members 
are not deprived of their legitimate right of getting due and timely 
notice of matters to be discussed in the House. It should have 
occurred to the Hon’ble Finance Minister that the members of the 
House were entitled to be apprised timely of the date on which the 
Supplementary Estimates would come up for discussion in the House. 
We have been informed only this morning that this matter had been 
fixed for discussion to-day. Before this no mention about the date 
for the discussion of the Supplementary Estimates was made in the 
programme of business circulated by the Home (Constitution and 
Elections) Department. If the Hon’ble Finance Minister does not 
see his way to consider this aspect of the matter, the Chair may be 
obliged to explore means to protect the rights of the members of this 
House. It is the duty of the Chair to see that the rules of the House 
are duly observed. Even if the date for discussion of this subject has 
to be fixed by the Governor in exercise of his individual judgment, the 
Government should see that the date for discussion is intimated to my 
office at a reasonable time before the actual discussion takes place, so 
that the honourable members of the House may be timely informed 
and may, accordingly, come prepared for discussion. I would request 
the Hon^ble Finance Minister to consider the question from this point 
of view. 

The Hon’ble Dr, 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, if it is 
left to me, I would immediately accept your suggestion. But, Sir, I 
am between the House and the Governor’s discretion. I cannot com- 
mit His Excellency, but if it is your desire and the desire of the House 
that another day .should be allotted for the discussion of the Supple- 
mentary Estimates, I shall convey the wish of the House to the proper 
quarters and try to secure another day for it. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The Leader of the Opposition may move a 
motion to the effect that in view of the fact that notice of discussion 
of the Supplementary Estimates was received only this morning, the 
discussion be postponed, if necessary, till to-mprrow. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINt I be«r to 

move that in view of the fact that notice of discussion of the Supple* 
mentary Estimates was received only this morning, the discussion be 
postponed, if necessary, till to-morrow." 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is : that in view 
of ^ the fact that notice of discussion of the Supplementary Estimates 
was received only this morning, the discmssion be postponed, if neces- 
sary, till to-inorrow\ 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 


The Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temperary Provisions) 
Extending Billi 1942. 

Mr. PRESIDENf: The House will now take up the Bengal Non- 
Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1942. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I beg to intro- 
duce the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) 
Extending Bill, 1942. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: On a point of order, Sir. I draw 
your attention to sub-rule 2 of Rule 49 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules. It has been our experience that these rules 
are binding on the non-official members of the House. But I am 
sorry to submit that the present Ministry is observing these rules more 
in their breach than in their observance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your particular point? 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, a period of notice for motion 
to introduce a Bill is required under the rules and 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no motion asking for leave of the 
House to introduce this Bill. By publishing this Bill in the Gazette, 
the Government have dispensed with the necessity of asking leave of 
the House for introduction. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I beg to 
introduce the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
sions) Extending Bill, 1942. 

Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 


25 
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The Hon'bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I move 
that the said Bill be taken into consideration. 

r 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY} On a point of order. Again I draw 
your attention to rule 62 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure 
Buies. Sir, the Hon’bie Minister has moved that the Bill be |aken 
into consideration but, Sir, we muist get time to put forward amend- 
ments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We have not yet come to that stage. That 
will be after this motion for consideration is carried. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As the House 
is well aware, the House passed the previous Bill on this subject, 
namely, the Bengal Non- Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) 
Act, 1940. Now, the object of this Bill is only to extend the time 
from two years as in that Act to three years in order to enable us in the 
meantime to have a permanent and more comprehensive legislation 
prepared and placed on the statute book. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: On a point of order. I draw your attention, 
Sir, to the proviso to rule 52 of our Council Procedure Buies which 
says that ‘‘no such motion shall be made until after copies of the Bill 
have been made available for the use of members and that any member 
may object to any such motion being made, unless copies of the Bill 
have been so available for fifteen days before a motion under clause (a) 

” The Hon’bie Minister has moved that the Bill be taken into 

consideration, but copies of the Bill in question have been made 
available to us only just now and 15 days will count only from to-day. 
So I think. Sir, that the motion for consideration is not in order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The honourable member should remember that 
the Bill was published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 14th February. 
That is sufficient publication and dispenses with the necessity 
of distribution of copies to members. So, I rule that this motion for 
consideration which has just been moved is in order, as the publica- 
tion has been made fifteen days before. 

The Hon’fole Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The former 
Act, the Bengal Non- Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) 
Bill, was passed and as probably the House is aware, a special com- 
mittee was proposed to be appointed to consider the whole question of 
the rights of non-agricultural tenants in urban areas. A committee 
was already appointed by Government and before the committee should 
finish their labours, it was brought to the notice of Government that 
designing landlords with the object of defeating the object of any such 
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legislation being brought forward were going to institute suits and 
take other measures for ejectment. Therefore it became necessary, 
pending the report of the S^ect Committee and pending a permanent 
legislation on this topic to pass that Act* and it was intended in that 
Act that as a matter of fact for two years these people would not be 
permitted to bring about the ejectment of any tenants. And that was 
a temporary provision. Now that period of two years, the duration 
of* that period, will expire on the 29th of May next. A comprehen- 
sive Bill has already been drafted and it is now lying in the Revenue 
Department. As time is short and as the whole object of the previous 
legislation wull be defeated unless this period is further extended by 
one year more and as the whole thing that we have done hitherto for 
the people will be infructuous, this Bill has been brought up before 
the House to extend the time by one year more. It is with this object 
of extending that period of two years of the former Act to three years 
that this Bill has been produced. That is the whole object of the 
Bill, and I hope the ’House will be pleased to consider this Bill. 

Mr, PRESIDENTS Motion moved: that the Bengal Non-Agricul- 
tural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1942, be taken 
into consideration. 

Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY* Sir, I rise to oppose the 
motion which has just been moved by the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of this Bill. Sir, this Bill now seeks to extend the provisions of the 
Temporary Provisions Act (Act IX of 1940) by another one year. 
Now, let us first of all turn to the Act and see what are its provisions. 
There are certain provisions in that Act by which pending suits and 
proceedings were stayed. That measure was introduced by the 
previous Government and passed by the Legislature with a view to 
enable the committee that was appointed by the House to examine the 
whole problem of non-agricultiiral tenancy. The two years period is 
about to expire. In the meantime, the committee had reported, a 
Bill was drafted and published, and that Bill in a way was introduced 
as early as 14th September, 1941, I fail to understand what is the 
justification of Government's coming before the House after nearly 
six months with a proposal for extending the life of the existing Act. 
That Bill was thoroughly considered, prepared and published. It now 
remains for Government only to proceed with that Bill; but instead of 
Uiat, instead of moving that the Bill published by the previous 
Government be referred to a Select Committee, Government now comes 
with a proposal for extending the life of the Act which is about to 
expire. In this Act, as I just mentioned, there are certain provisions 
by which pending suits and proceedings were stayed. It will be most 
undesirable to keep them pending for another year and especially when 
there is not much justification for it. Sir, my friend described land- 
lords as designing, l^ut whatever they might be, they too expect 
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justice and fair play even at the hands of the present Government; 
they should not be deprived of their legitimate rights by the procedure 
which has just been suggested by the H 9 n’ble Minister. 

On theee grounds, Sir, I oppose the motion. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN.\ Sir, 
although we agree that there has been considerable delay in regard to 
the Bill contemplated to be brought forward to deal with the non- 
agricultural tenancies of Bengal, yet I think, under the circumstances, 
it is only necessary that a Bill of this natiire which has just been 
presented before the House should be passed, because otherwise if the 
original Bill, which has been published in the Gazette, were introduc- 
ed and referred to a select committee, then it would be impossible for 
the Bill to go through both the Houses of Legislature before the 29th 
of May. It will be a very great hardship to the non-agricultural 
tenants if a Bill of this nature is not passed imijiediately. Sir, I say 
that there has been considerable delay in the matter of passing a 
comprehensive Act dealing with non-agricultural tenancies; and it 
should no longer be delayed and must be expedited as much as possible. 
But placed as we are, it is only proper that the term of the emergent 
Bill should be extended by a year or so. Of course, there may be 
difference of opinion as to wliether it should be extended by six 
months or a year; but in any case there must be some extension, as 
it is impossible for us to expect that the comprehensive Bill will be 
passed by both Houses of the Legislature and receive the assent of His 
Excellency the Governor by the 29th of May. (Sir Buoy Peasad 
Singh Roy: What about the original Bill?) As I have said, the 
original Bill should also be placed before the House, but as I have 
said, there is no possibility of that Bill being passed by both Houses 
of the Legislature within a short period. 8o, an Act like this has 
become necessary in the interests of the tenants of Bengal. With these 
comments, I support the motion for taking the Bill into consideration. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD* Sir, I rise to support 
fh© motion for consideration of the Bill. I submit that the considera- 
tions urged upon the House by Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy are to a 
large extent irrelevant. We find that a committee actually worked on 
this subject for a long time and has submitted a report. We also 
know that a comprehensive Bill has been drafted and published in the 
Calcutta Gazette, Before, however, the new Government can settle 
down to its normal duties, it will have to re-examine the provisions of 
the Bill because the new Government may have a new policy, and it 
is quite conceivable that they may reconsider the principles or the 
detail© of the Bill before introducing the same. If any changes are 
necessary, if even slight alterations are required, they should be care- 
fully considered. Bqt the point does not really arise now. We find 
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that the proposed Bill has not been placed before the Legislature. We 
find that the temporary Act is going to expire by the 29th of May and 
we also find that it is not pogsible to pase the main before the expira- 
tion of this period. We are to consider -therefore what we are to do. 
We ought to tackle the problem like practical men, and that is to 
extend the provisions ot the temporary Act until the Legislature is in 
a pofcfition to pass a comprehensive Act. In these circumstances I 
submit, although for different reasons, that it is inevitable that the 
present Bill of this nature should be passed extending the period by a 
further period of one year. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: But the Government had 
three or four months’ time to come before the House with such a 
proposal ! 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Well, Sir, the Govern- 
ment of which Sir Bijoy was such a prominent member was not parti- 
cularly swift in the matter of taking decisions with regard to legisla- 
tion. The subject is liighly contentious and I think it is a very wise 
principle, in matters of legislation, not to l>e hasty but to carefully 
deliberate over the provisions of a Bill before it is placed on the statute 
book. I therefore submit that the present Bill should be taken into 
consideration. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURY: Sir, 1 am 
indeed surprised that Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy who was the 
sponsor of the Bill in its passage through the Legislature in the last 
Administration and had been so profuse in giving assurances that 
the Ministry would do justice to all classes of landlords and tenants, 
should now take recourse to delaying tactics. I should think that the 
new Ministry should be given the time — one or two months’ time — to 
study the Bill and introduce a fresh comprehensive measure. I, there- 
fore, don’t think that Sir Bijoy should oppose what is, to all intents 
and purposes, his own Bill. In this view, I shall be very pleased to 
support the motion before the House. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, I do not rise to oppose 
the Bill though it has been both supported and opposed by the Opposi- 
tion. I should like to suggest that when any Ministry changes, as 
is quite likely, — it sometimes changes like pictures in kaleidosc.ope, — 
the measures adopted by one Ministry should not be changed or 
reviewed or re-committed to select committees or re-circulated for 
eliciting public opinion, as these procedures tend to waste of public 
money. If the Bill was ready in September and the new Ministers 
were in office in December, why was it not introduced in the last 
December session? In that case, we would have finished it by now. 
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The present position ie that we are introducing the Bill to-day, then 
we shall have to wait for another week for discussion. So, it will be 
seen how much money is wasted in this vay. I would suggest, there- 
fore, that the new Minister-in-charge should consider the measures 
adopted by the previous Ministry as quickly as possible and thereby 
save time and public money. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M, ABDUL KARIM: Sir Bijoy 
Prasad raises his voice of protest and ‘Varbles his native woodnote 
wild” like the proverbial solitary bird. On going through the file, I 
find that he was the sponsor of the Bill which was passed. The present 
Bill seeks to extend the operation of that Act. He now finds fault with 
the new Ministry that so many months have elapsed without our taking 
any action on it. But people who live in glass houses must not pelt 
stones at others. According to his statement, if the Bill W'as almost 
ready (Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Hoy : Not almost readJ^) It was 
almost ready Injcause it was introduced at that time and was under your 
consideration. As he said by the middle of September, the Bill was 
almost ready, Sir Bijoy Prasad has got to explain how from September 
19th to December 17fh lie kej)t silent over the matter. 8o if the present 
Ministers are guilty, to a great extent Sir Bijoy Prasad also was guilty 
of c'ontributory negligence. However, I do not wish to dilate on the 
matter any further. It is his own Bill and, consistently, he should 
not oppose it. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, what I have suggested 
was that instead of introducing the present Bill, they should have 
proceeded with the Bill that was already published and should have 
extended the operation of the Bill that was introduced by the last 
Ministry. They could have easily dol^e so and referred this Bill to a 
select committee. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the 
Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending 
Bill, 1942, be taken into consideration. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, I 
think that a shorter time than one year should be provided. This 
amending Bill wull not probably be referred to a select committee in 
order to expedite its passage. There are some who would like to 
submit amendments. I think, therefore, that one day should be given 
for putting in amendments. 
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Mn PRESIDENT; 1 think it would not be inconvenient if I 
12 noon on Friday, the 6th instant, for giving notice of amendments. 
The Bill will be taken into ^consideration, clause by clause, for final’ 
settlement on Monday, the 9th March. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. 
May I ask one thing, Sir? There are two other Bills, Government 
Bills, the reports of the select committees thereon were submitted as 
far back as the 11th December last. One of them, namely, the State 
Aid to Industries (Amendment) Bill, I think, Sir, is non-conteritious; 
so this can easily be gone into in this session. The qtlier Bill is the 
Bengal Markets Regulation (Amendment) Bill. If this latter Bill is 
decided not to he proceeded with, then the Hoirble Minister should 
take action under rule Tl) of our rules under which he is to say, Sir, 
that he is not going to i)roceed with the Bill. In any case. Sir, some- 
thing oug'ht to be done with respect to these two Government Bills. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This is a matter which, I think, should be 
settled between Government and the party leaders. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, we 
have no notice of any programme for the next few days. We do not 
know if there will be sittings of the House at all after to-day; if so, 
after how long. We have not yet been able to know whether the 
supplementary budget will bt* taken up for discussion tomorrow or the 
day after tomorrow. We want to know definitely on what particular 
dates this subject or that subject wdll be taken up so that we might 
come prepared on that particular day for that particular subject. In 
short, my submission is that we wuint to have a few days programme 
in advance. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The same 
difficulty which confronted the Hon’ble Dr. Mookerjee confronts me 
here in giving the honourable member a definite answer. But, as a 
matter of fact, when the House has resolved unanimously that this 
should be postponed to a future date, of course the verdict of the House 
will take its own course. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS 8 What about the State Aid to 
Industries Bill ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Oh, that may 
come later. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: We are 

anxious to get away at the earliest possible opportunity. 
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The Hon’bld Dr. 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKER*EE: The difiaculty 
about the fixing of a date for the discussion of the supplementary 
budget is this. His Excellency the Governor is not here just now, and 
hence we cannot suggest a definite date, which would be fixed by His 
Excellency himself. 

Mr, PRESIDENTS The Council stands adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on 
Friday, the Gth March, 1942. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on Friday, the 6th March, 
1942. 
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Mtmbers abaant. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
3rd March, 1942 : — 

(1) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(3) Rai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(4) Mr. Hamidul Huq Cliowdhury. 

(5) Mr. N. C. Dutta. 

(6) Mrs. K, D’Rozario. 

(7) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Mohd. Esniail. 

(9) Alhaj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohd. Jan. 

(10) Mr. Humayun Kabir. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Mohd. Asaf Khan. 

(12) Maulana Mohd. Akraiii Khan. 

(13) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(14) Mr, Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(15) Dr. R. K. Mookerjee. 

(16) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahamau. 

(17) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(18) Mr. B. K. Roy Cliowdhury. 

(19) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(20) Rai Sahib J'. M. Sen. 

(21) Raja Bahadur B. N. Sinha. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COV^GL DEBATES 


First Session— No. 11. 
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The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Friday, the 6th March, 1942, at 2-45 p.m., 
being the eleventh day of the First Session, pursuant to section 62(2)(tt) 
of the Government of India Act, 1985. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Indo-Burma Immigration Agreement. 

•48. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the HoiPble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state if the Government of 
Bengahwas consulted by the Government of India regarding the terms 

of the recently concluded Indo-Burma Immigration Agreement? 

♦ 

(h) If so, have the Government of Bengal approved the said 
terms ? 

(c) If not, have the Government of Bengal made any representa- 
tion in the matter with a view to safeguard the legitimate interest of 
Bengalis living in, and having connection with, Burma? If not, why 
not ? 

(d) Do the Government of Bengal propose to communicate their 
views regarding the terms of the Agreement in question emphasising 
the objectionable and discriminatory characters of some of the terms 
of the said Agreement? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE and JUDICIAL and 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banerjee): ,(a).No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) and (d) Views of this Government were submitted to Gfoyern- 
ment of India on the 19th September, 1941, and no rejAy has yeibeen 
received. A reminder has been sent. 
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question remained unanswered from the Second Session of 1941. 
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ReoofiHiiendations of the Land Revenue Commission. 

• 54 . Ilf. NUR AHMEO. (a) Will tJie Hon^ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department he pleased to state if his attention has been 
drawn to the specific recommendations made by the I>and Revenue 
Commission in paragraphs 265, 267, 268, 269 and paragraphs 280, 314, 
316, 316, 317, 146 and 157 of the first Volume of the 

summary of which has been given at pages 177 to rl^ ^ the said 
report regarding reduction of rent, etc. ? ^ 

(b) If so, do the Government propose to introduce suitable legisla- 
tion in the Bengal Legislature as early as possible to give effect to these 
recommendations ? 

(c) If not, why not? 

(d) Which of the other recommendations have been accepted by the 
Government up to this time? 

• The HWble Mr* PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; (a) Yes. 

^ (b) to (d) A draft Bill embodying Government's decision on I^and 
Revenue Commission’s recommendation in paragraphs 314-317 of the 
Report is under examination. Other recommendations are under 
consideration. 

Enquiry into the question of processions with music in public 
thoroughfares in Dinajpur. 

55. Rai Sahib JOGENDRA NATH ROY ton behalf of Rai Sahib 
Jatindra Mohan Sen): Will the Ifon’blc Miiiist(*r in cliarge of tin* 
Home Department be pleased to state* — 

(а) the date when Mr. V. N. Ilaj^n, District Magistrate, Dinajpur, 

started an enquiry regarding processions wdth music in public 
thoroughfares ; 

(б) whether he started the enquiry on his own initiative or on the 

direction of the higher authorities; 

(c) what w^as the scoi>e of this enquiry’ and whether it was a public 

enquiry or an enquiry in camera; 

(d) whether the enquiry has been finished; if so,j 0 rhea; if not, when 

it is likely to be finished ; ^ ^ 

(e) the number of persons examined and if any of them were police 

officers; if so, how many; and 

^ whether representations, oral or in writing, were made by the 
late^: Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti to finish the enquiry 
before the lastJDurga PujaP 

*4ue«tioiM No. 54 , 55 , 56 and 57 ramainod unanswered from the Third Setaion of 1941 . 
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MINISTER in charge of the HOME and PUBLICITY DEPART- 
MENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): {a) In April, 1941. 

(b) On his own initiative ^in compliance with (he orders current since 
before 1927 that custom is the deciding factor. 

(c) Evidence was given to him confidentially by those who deposed. 
(id) The enquiry was finished about the middle of Novemlier, 1941. 

- (e) About 110. of whom about 25 were police officers. 

(/) I have no information. 


Immersion of knagies of goddess Durga at Dinajpur. 

56. Rai Sahib JOGENDRA NATH ROY (on behalf of Rai Sahib 
Jatindra Mohan Sen): Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department l.v pleased t<» state — 

(a) whether Mr. V. N. Rajan, i.e.s., District Magistrate of Dinaj- 
pur, himself dealt with the applications for licence of 
processions with music in connection with the immersion 
of the images of goddess Durga at the last Durga Puja 
festival, under the Defence of India Rules; 

(h) whelher the District Magistrate granted sanction subject to 
music being stopped before mosques at all time of the day; 

(c) whether representations ’were made to the District Magistrate 

to the effect that the condition of the licence was \injuBt and 
unfair and prejudicial to the enquiry he was holding; 

(d) whether representations were made to the Divisional (Commis- 

sioner, the Chief Secretary and Ilis Excellency the (lovernor 
on the one hand uifil the Home Minister and the Chief 
Minister on the other and that each of (hem declined 
to interfere until Mr. Rajan completed his enquiry and 
submitted his report; and 

(e) whether it was not represented that the processions be allowed 

to be taken out with music beyond prayer time on the distinct 
understanding that such processions would not create a 
precedent ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) It was urged by the Hindus before the District Magistrate that 
the conditions were unfair ; no representation appears to have beSn made 
to him that the conditions were prejudicial to the enquiry then being 
made. On the contrary the understandings was that conditions would 
be imposed till completion of the enquiry. 
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(d) I have no information if representations were made to the Divi- 
sional Commissioner and His Excellency the Governor. References 
were probably made to the matter in couimunications to the Chief 
Secretary, my oolleaf^e then in charge of the Home Department, and 
myself. Government did not intervene. 

(e) Not at the time. 

Failure of orope in certain parts of Chittagong. 

57. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
aus crops have been entirely lost in the Chakaria, Banskhali and 
KutuMia thanas of Cox’s Bazar suMivision and in Satkania, part of 
Rangunia, Patiya, Anwara, Boalkhali and Hathazari thanas of Sadar 
subdivision of Chittagong, owing to flood and inundation in the last 
rainy season and the people of these villages are in distress? 

(h) Have the Government granted any remission in payment of rent 
and revenue in these flood-affected areas? If so, how much? 

(c) If not, do the Government pro]) 08 e to make any remission ? If 
not, why not? 

{d) Do the Government propose to suspend realisation of education 
cess in those areas? If not, why not? 

(e) Is it a fact that the people in these areas are unable to pay such 
revenue and cess? 

(/) Is it a fact that in the last ^isfs the revenues have been realised 
in Chittagong with 15 per cent, of penalty in almost all eases which 
caused groat hardship to the land-owners concerned? 

(ff) If so, do tho Government propose to reduce the rate of penalty 
to be realised to 5 per cent, or less? tf not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) No. The 

extent of damage was as follows: — 

Chakaria — Three-fourths. 

Banskhali and Kutubdia — ^Nil. 

Satkania — One-fourth . 

Rangunia, Patiya, Anwara and Boalkhali — Negligible. 

Hathazari — Nil. 

(fj) and (c) Remission is not allowed for failure of only one crop 
without taking into consideration the other crops of the year. Applica- 
tions for remission were, however, very carefully enquired into but it 
was found that the percentage of damage did not justify remission 
according to rules 176 to 180 of the Bengal Tauzi Manual, 1040. 
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{d) Under the existin^f law there is no provision for suspension of 
education oess. 

{e) No, because there was a gw)d anUX/h crop. 

(/) In exempting ^le estates which defaulted in the kisi of June, 

1941, from sale, exemption fees were realised at the following rates; — 

(• 

(1) At 1 per cent, within one month from the latest date of pay- 
ment. 

(2) At 2 per cent, after one month but before 15 days from the 
date of sale. 

(3) At 10 per cent, two days l)efore the date of sale. 

(4) At 15 per cent, on the date of sale and on the day preceding 
that date. 

{g) The matter is under consideration. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the ITon’ble Minister be ])leased to state 
if he does not think that the realisation of 10 p(‘r cent, or 15 j)er cent, 
penalty is causing hardship to the poor defaulters? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So far as this 
question is concerned, I have rea.son to believe that the niatt(‘r is 
governed by th(‘ rules; and the question of changing the rules is a 
question which may be separately <*(uisidered. 

Questlont tabled for the Current Setaion 
Test relief work in Bhati area. 

10. Khan Bahadur SAIYEb MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased 
to state — 

{a) what is the rate of wages for test relief work as fixed by the 
Famine Code ; and 

{b) whether the Government have arranged for giving relief to 
the dependants of workers in the hhnti area of Mymensingh 
where test relief operations are now going on ; if not, why 
not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) Where 
the full daily task can be performed the rates are as in section 166 of 
the Famine Code. Where only three-fourths of the daily task can be 
performed the rates are as in section 167 of the Code. 

(6) Yes, the wages to test workers cover relief to dependants. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYE.D ' MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: With 

reference to (h)^ will the Hon ’hie Minister kindly let me know what 
is the rate at which the labourers are being paid in this particular 
area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am afraid 
I have not got the figure with me just now; but if the Hon’ble th/5 
Leader of the Opjiosition so desires, I can supply him with those 
figures. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I may 

tell the Hon’ble Minister that the dependents of the labourers are not 
being paid anything. So, may I ask him why this procedure which 
is at variance with the Famine Code has been adopted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I shall make 
an enquiry into the matter. So far as the Famine Code is concerned, 
I think the Hon’ble the Leader of the Opposition knows very well 
how difficult it is to follow the Famine Code. For this difficulty we 
have been following the Famine Manual, wherever possible. 


Arrest of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 

11. Mr. NUR AHMIED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to state— 

(a) why Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose was suddenly arrested on the 
11th Dec-ember, 1&41; and 

{h) whether the Government propose to tahe stops to get him 
released at once; if not, whymot? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) The attention of the 
honourable member is invited to the Press Communique issued by the 
Government of India on the 11th December, 1941. 

(h) My colleagues and myself have approached the Government of 
India in the matter. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble the 
Home Minister be pleased to say what is the latest position with regard 
to the matter? Has any communication been received from the 
Government of India? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We have received certain 
communications from the Government of India and we have made 
further representations ; but it is not possible to disclose how the matter 
stands at present. ^ 
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Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Is it a fact that up till now 
tkere has been no representation from the Government of Bengpal as 
such to the Government of Itidia regarding the release of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose? 

Tba Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No representation has 
be^n made by the Goveriinumt of Bengal, but a representation was 
made by the rouncil of Ministers. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Ain 1 to infer that the (Govern- 
ment of Bengal do not agree with the views of the Council of Ministers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is not correct. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Ts it a fact that there is no 
unanimity of opinion in the Government on this question and that the 
Government of Bengal as such have refused to move in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Certaintly not. 

Babui Shanker Nath Sen, Distriot Magietrate, ileeeore. 

12. Mr. AMULYADHAN ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(fl) whether Babu Shanker Nath Sen is now acting as the District 
Magistrate of Jeasore; 

(h) whether he is the Taxing Officer, Motor Vehicles Tax Depart- 
ment, Jessore; 

(c) whether he is the Secretary of the Hegional Transport 

Authority ; 

(d) whether he has kept for his use for the last few months a motor 

car No. 147 B.G.E., belonging to one Babu Kasi Nath Dutta 
of Kaliganj; 

(e) whether the Jessore-Jhenida Bus Route is practically a line of 

monopoly of Kasi Nath Dutta; 

(f) whether Babu Shanker Nath Sen pays any hire to Kasi Naih 

Dutta; and 

(g) if so, what is the amount paid by him monthly? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) He so acted from the 
26th January, 1942, to 15th February, 1942. 

(b) and (c) Yes. 
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(d) i (/) and {g) He has hired contract carriage B.G.E. 147 owned by 
Babu Kashi Nath Dutta from the middle of October and paid as under — 

Rs.38 in November, 1941. 

Rs.33 in December, 1941. 

R8.42 in January, 1942. 

(e) Babu Kashi Nath Dutta is not the only owner permitted to ply 
on this route. 


Arrest of Abdul Matin Chowdfiury, etc. 

13. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUA2ZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will 

the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state — 

(а) the circiimstanc'es which led to the issue of orders of restraint 

under the Defence of India Rules on the Moslem Iveague 
Secretaries of Noakhali and Feni, and on Mr. Abdul Matin 
Chowdhury of Gunabati ; and 

(б) whether they are guilty of anything which might affect war 

efforts ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ; (a) Restrictive orders have 
been issued on — 

(t) Maulvi Majibur Rahman described as the Secretary of the 
Noakhali Muslim League; 

(zi) Maulvi Sultan Ahmed described as the ex-Secretary of the 
Feni Muslim league; and 

(ni) Maulvi Abdul Matin Chowdhury of Gunabati for the following 
reasons : — 

(/) he had organised breaches of the peace and was engaged 
in activities likely to encourage enmity and hatred 
between Muslims and Hindus and between certain 
opposing classes of Muslims; 

(u) he had engaged in activities endangering the public 
safety and tranquillity and incitatory of class and sec- 
tional hatred ; and 

(tit) he was engaged in activities likely to result in a breach 
of the peace and a disturbance of public order. 


(h) Not directly. 
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Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Are we 

to understand that they were put under restraint because they were 
doing organisation work of the T/eagueP 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, that is not correct. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM : Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state the nature of the activities, by giving concrete instances, 
which were considered to be encouraging enmity and hatred hetween 
Muslims and Hindus? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: I must have notice, 
because I have got to go through the papers. 


Recommendations of the Land Revenue Commission, 

14, Mr, NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Department be pleased to state if the Government of Bengal 
have accepted the main recommendation of the Taind Revenue Com- 
mission, otherwise known as the Floud Commission Report, regarding 
State purchase of estates and tenures and other intervening interests in 
land? If not, why not? 

The Hon’hle Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: No, in the 

midst of the urgent problems created by the war, tlie present Ministry 
have not yet had time to complete their examination of the recommenda- 
tions of the I^and Revenue Commission. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state with some precision the time hy which it would be 
possible to arrive at a decision in this matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Government 
desires to arrive at a decision on this matter as early as humanly 
possible. 


Security prisoners. 

15. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the total number of security prisoners in Bengal so far taken 
under the Defence of India Act under orders of the Bengal 
Gbrernmenb; 
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(b) whether it is a fact as reported in papers on the 16th February, 

1942, that a Tribunal will be constituted to go into the 
question of release of those seclirity prisoners; if so, when 
is it likely to be set up; 

(c) whether the prisoners wull be given the right of being defended 

before the Tribunal; and • 

(d) whether the constitution of the Tribunal will be an act within 

the purview of the ordinary authority of the Council of 
Ministers ? 

The Hori’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Ordinary 269 and 
special 1,243. 

(b) and (c) I hope to be able to make an announcement shortly. 

(d) The Tribunal will be constituted by Government. 

» 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state why a distinction is made between Government and the 
Council of Ministers as is seen in rejdy to (juestion (d)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Well, there is ordinarily 
a distinction between the Government of Bengal and the Council of 
Ministers. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether Ilis Excellency the Governor will be bound 
by the advice (rf the Council of Ministers in the matter of the constitu- 
tion of this Tribunal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Well, it is a difficult 
question to answer. The only thing T can say is, as the honourable 
member is aware, there are certain matters which are decided by His 
Excellency exercising his individual judgment; and in some he acts in 
his discretion. In some he takes the advice of his Council of Ministers 

and he is bound by it in some cases and sometimes he is not. It 

will de])end on the kind of advice that is tendered and the manner in 
which His 'Excellency the Governor is disposed to move in the matter. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Does this matter of the setting up 
of a Tribunal to examine the cases of security prisoners come under 
the individual judgment of His Excellency the Governor or does it 
come within the authority of the Council of Ministers? 

Mr» PRESIDENT: Order, Order. The honourable member knows 
that it lies with His Excellency the Governor t» decide hoW he should 
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treat this matter, whether exercising his individual discretion, or 
acting in his individual judgment or taking the advice of his Council 
of Ministers. After all, his decision is final. 

Mr. LALIT CHANQRA DAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister he 
please^ to state whether in this matter of the constitution of the 
Tribunal, the Council of Ministers will first be exercising their right 
of making recommendations, at least in respect of the members who 
are to constitute such Tribunal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I would ask the honourable 
member to wait and see what the Coumdl of Ministers do. 


Distress in the Sabang thana. 

*17. Rai Bahadur MANMATHA NATH BOSE: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the llevenue Department lie pleased to state — 

{a) if he is aware that there is acute distress in the major portion 
of thana Sabang within the Sadar subdivision of the district 
of Midnapore on account of failure of croj) for three succes- 
sive years (including this year) due to flood ; if so, what 
stejis have the Government taken to relieve the distr(‘ss; and 

{(}) if he is always aware that on account of breach in embankment® 
and lieavy rains several thanas in (’ontai subdivision (in 
Midnapore) were flooded this year, and there has been failure 
of crops in consequence; if so, what steps have the Govern- 
ment taken or intend to take to meet the situation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (n) As a result 
of floods in 1989, 1940 and 1941, there was distress in some unions of 
Sabang police-station within the Sadar subdivision of the district of 
Midnapore. 

The following amounts were distributed to relieve distress: — 



Ils. 

In 1939— 

Agricultural loan 

15,000 

Gratuitous relief 

800 

In 1940— 

Agricultural loan 

11,500 

Gratuitous relief 

600 


*Que«tion No. 16 was not put as the Hon*ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur 
to whose department it relatedv did not attend tJie maeting on this date. 
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In 1941— 

Rb. 

Agricultural loan ... ... 25,000 

Gratuitous relief ... ... 2,000 

Free grant for house building ... ... 1,000 

« 

(h) Owing to excessive rainfall l)e tween 7th October to 10th October, 
1941 , many parts of Contai suh'division went under water. But prompt 
measures for draining out the wabir were taken and a good crop has 
already been harvested. Only in isolated basin areas there was partial 
damage. 

The following amounts were distributed in Contai subdivision: — 



Ks. 

Agricultural loan 

... 8,308 

Gratuitous relief 

... 2,635 

Free grant for house building 

... 3,975 


Sale of raiyati lancte. 

18. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will 

the llon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased 
to state — 

(a) whether he is aware that the number of sales of raijjati lands 
has enormously increased during the last 3 years as revealed 
by the figures of the Registration Department; 

(h) what do the Government propose to do to stop such sales, 
especially sales to non-agriculturists and j)eople having 
already large area in their possession ; and 

(c) whether the Government contemplate bringing forward a Land 
Alienation Bill to restrict sales of raiyati lands; if so, whenP 

The Hon^ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; {a) Yes. 

(5) An enquiry was made in 1940 as to the proportion of raiyati 
lauds passing into the hands of non-agriculturists. It was found that 
on the average only *3 per cent, raiyati lands were passing yearly into 
the hands of non-agriculturists. 

(c) Not at present. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: My ques- 
tion was not in respect of lands passing to non-agriculturists alone but 
also to persons already holding sufficient lands. Has the Hon’ble 
Minister figures to show what is the total of lands passing into the 
hands of non-agriculturists as well as others? «. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I ask for 

notice. We interpreted the question of the honourable Leader of the 
Opposition in the manner we Jiave done and we have given the answer 
accordingly. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Statistics 
in Government i)ublicatious show' that the total of lands transferred 
were 9 crores in 1937-d8; then it rose to 12 crores and now' it is 21 
crores. So at that rate the lands will be passing out of the hands of 
the agriculturists. Will the Ilon’ble Minister consider the necessity 
of having a Land Alienation Act jiassed? 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; Gertuinly 
Government w’ill consider the advisability or otherwise of an Act of 
the nature suggested by the honourable member assuming that the data 
given by the Leader of the Opposition are correct. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Chair has received notice of the following 
motion for adjournment from Mr. Nur Ahmed: — 

That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, namely, the Communique issued by the 
District Magistrate of Chittagong regarding the evacuation of about 
35,000 civil population of Patenga and Halisahor villages of Chitta- 
gong district as published in the morning and evening Dailies of Cal- 
cutta of 4th Marcdi, 1942, resulting in the immense suffering and hard- 
ship to these people by the said order. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDItl AHMAD: Sir, may. I rise on a 
point of order? This adjournment motion may, in my opinion, be 
held to be in order if the local Government could be made responsible 
for the orders referred to. But I believe the action taken by the 
District Magistrate w'as under the advice of the military authorities 
for whom the District Magistrate was a mouthpiece. So, I submit 
that the motion is entirely out of order. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, without referring to the point of 
order raised by Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, may I just refer 
to what you, Sir, w'ere pleased to mention in this House about this 
sort of adjournment motions which are usually tabled for eliciting 
information, namely, that instead of moving an adjournment motion 
we might “ask for the papers’"? In that case, the Hon’ble the Minister 
for Civil Defence might state what had actually happened at Chitta- 
gong. 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order. Let me £rst decide the point of 
order already raised. The point is: whether the Government is in a 
position to tell the House if the District Magistrate acted under the 
orders of the Bengal Government or under the orders of the Govern- 
ment of India. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, as is evident, the 
action that has been taken had been actuated by considerations of safety 
arising out of the military situation in that area. It is not possible, 
nor do I think it will be considered advisable, to publicly discuss a 
matter of this kind, either in this House or outside. I may point out, 
Sir, to the honourable members that the orders were passed after 
mature '(‘onsideration in the best interests of the people themselves and 
in order to avoid worse sufferings of the people who have been affected 
by these orders. Sir, I am sorry I am not in a position to vouchsafe 
any further information regarding this mafter ^o this House. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I submit that my intention was to know 
what steps have been taken by Government to give relief to the people 
who have been affected by the orders of the District Magistrate. I did 
not want to question the legality or propriety of the order. I know' 
that that was a military order. I only wanted to know what happened 
to the 35,000 persons who were evacuated from those two places. 
Many of the male members of the families evacuated are sailors and 
were not present in their native villages when these orders were 
executed. There were many helpless widow's, w'omen and children.’ 
They W'ero asked to remove from their hearth and home within 3 days. 
No adequate provision w'as made beforehand for their removal within 
«U(di a short time. The Student Federation (*ame to the help of these 
people. Sufficient notice should haver been given to those people for 
evacuation. vSo, my intention was only to get information, fuller 
information, regarding the arrangements made for the comfort of the 
evacuees. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. In that case, a motion for adjournment is not 
the right procedure. The proper procedure should have been to give 
notice of a short-notice question. But here also I feel the difficulty 
of the honourable members. Notices of serveral short-notice questions 
had been sent to the Government for being answered. They neither 
replied to them, nor even indicated if they are agreeable to accept 
them as short-notice questions. As has been suggested by 
Mr. Humayun Kabir, the other procedure that might have been adopted 
was **to ask for the papers’* relating to this matter. However, I call 
upon the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu to give any information 
on this subject to the House that he may have in his possession. 
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Th0 Hoii’Mo Mr« 8ANTOSH KUMAR BASUs Sir, J welcome this 
opportunity of narrating before the House the steps which have been 
taken by Government in co]inection with the scheme for compulsory 
evacuation of certain areas in the district of Chittagong. Undoubtedly, 
my honourable friend Mr. Nur *Ahmed has done some service to his 
constituency by raising this question, although he himself is one of 
the earliest evacuees from Chittagong residing as he is in Calcutta and 
discharging his legislative duties, although he happens to be tlie Chair- 
man of the local municipality 


Mfi PRESIDENTS Order, order: the honourable member has 
been summoned by His Excellency the Governor to attend thjg session 
of this House. * 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes, Sir, and that 
is why I say that he is residing here to discharge his legislative duties. 

Sir, the evacuation of the Patenga ])eniusula from the Karnafuli 
jute mills to the other side is now practically (‘omplete. It will take 
some time to find out the definite number of those evacuating but it is 
presumed that it is somewhere betw’een 20,000 to d0,000. A few have 
moved nearer the town and some have gone away by train — but their 
number is negligible — and a major portion have evac’uated to the 
southern side of the Karnafuli river. Thc^ are now distributed along 
the banks of the river, and from there to the mouth of the Chapra 
and will find temporary shelter with the people there. A large (luantity 
of jjaddy, etc., has been left behind by thiun and this lias been kept 
under proper guard and control by Government. Tlie owners were 
allowed to take with them things as they wished, and arrangements 
will be made for their transpoft to the other side of the river. The 
whole of the population who have evacuated over the river have been 
taken by shampann which have been paid for by Government. The 
problem that now^ confronts the (j^overnment is the settlement of these 
people for the period during which they are kept out of their homes. 
This wdll presumably be for the duration of the war. 

The evacuees fall into the following different categories: — 

(1) Jotedars and taltiqdars with khas mahal land, and tenants; (2) 
actual cultivators paying rent to the category I have just mentioned; 
^3) seamen, whose main source of income is the merchant service and 
who have established homes on some land within areas; and (4) the 
last category is that of labourers, some of whom are casual and some 
special, namely those who work at the jetties and some of these cate- 
gories have land and others work for what may be ordinarily called 
Barit* 
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Then the question, Qovertonent revenx^ has also to ^be taken into 
account. As diis area must remain fallow during a part of this occupa- 
tion by Bulitary^ jiuthorities it will probai)ly*be necessary for Govern- 
me^ to remit all Government revenue for 'the period of this occupation 
and also for a short period thereaftar untij it is again brought into 
cultivation. It will also be necessary tS compensate those Who have 
been’ dependent on the occupation of land for the loss which they* have 
sustained as a result of the evacuation. These are questions which are 
engaging the attention of the Government and they have almost com- 
mitted themselves to take up these ameliorative measures. Such 
cultivators ai^ wish to take up land will be offered it, either by Govern- 
ment oh under such jirivate landlords as have land to settle and are 
willing 4b lease it out for cultivation. It is presumed that at the end 
of the war they will return to their land in most cases : so the settle- 
ment will be of a temporary nature. Then, Sir, the labourers should 
not present any serious problem. They are being employed at the 
aerodromes and roads which are to be constructed in the area. The 
question of accommodating them is also engaging the attention of 
Government, as many of the labourers are not in a position to erect 
houses themselves and it is also concerned by the Government that it 
is not right to call ui)on them to erect their homes. A serious problem 
is created by the seamen’s families which are numerous. In many 
cases all the adult members are out in the sea for a certain period and 
it is desirable that a special village should 1)(‘ erected for their occupa- 
tion. Some good sites are already being searched for this purpose, 
but the wishes of the population in this area have got to be considered 
before any selection of site is actually made. 

Then, Sir, tlwa question of water-sujiply has got to be taken in hand 
and' tube^wells, 4anks and, wells have to be sunk, as these people have 
hehn cUiCUstomed to good water. Ther^ is great risk of diseases if we 
cannot get good w'ater. Arrangements for the supply in hot weather 
will be necessary. 

So far as the cultivators are concerned, the Divisional Forest Officer 
has furnished the District Magistrate of Chittagong with a list of 
protected forests which have been deforested and which can be allotted 
for cultivation at any time. These are all active considerations and 
every step w’ill be taken to accommodate these people so far as it lies 
within the power of Government. ! 

Then, Sir, there is no medical fiid available in the area to the south 
of the river within some miles and it is essential that Government 
should at once set up a centre of medical relief as an assurance again^ 
epidemics, — against cholera, small-pox or any other diseases. Govern- 
ment are not aware that the local bodies will at all hestiV themselves 
in this matter. It is extremely doubtful whether any assistance would 
come from these quarters — either from the distri(*t hoard or from the 
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municipality I'M.!, Nur AhmRD: it is liot theit conceri^ of which my 
honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahm^ is the Chairman, Ordinarily it is 
not the concern of the municipality ; but af this tinie of tiSiergency 
nobody should stand on foriialities or try to keep themselves within 
their respective jurisdi(‘tioHs whefi assistance is called for for the sake' 
of the shfferinp: humanity. 

Next, Sir, the construction of houses is also a problem which is 
engaging our attention. It is urgently necessary in thfe asea south 
of the river. As I have already stated, most of the Ikre able 

to do it themselves and it is desirable that the Government should 
selves undertake tliis task, and the Government are fully aliye to the 
need for undertaking^ such a task. Bamboos are being already JiQated 
down and about one lakh ought to be available now. Arfangeni^ts 
are also made for mx)oli bamboos in areas where they are sufficiently 
available. 

Now, all available Executive Officers are being put on to this duty. 
Circle Officers, Special Officers, Jute Regulation staff, are being 
employed, so that this work of evacuation may be completed with the 
least inconvenience of the persons who are evacuated. New tanks will 
have to be dug in the area as those now in existence are very poor and 
the water is dirty. Primary schools will have to be re-established as 
far as possible and interrujition of community life should be reduced 
to the absolute minimum in time. These are ])roblem8 which are 
confronting the Government and they are alive to the reality of the 
situation and would tackle this problem in right earnest. ■> ’ 

Well , so far as the question of finance is concerned, Government is 
prepared not to stop at any figure, if it is necessary^ to find money 
for the puri) 08 e of giving relief to these persons who afe beingvCfffn|fuj,- 
sorily evacuated. At the same ,time in order not to frighteb tlie 
legislators of this province, I might say that almost all of it will come 
from the Central Exchequer. 

Now, Sir, as regards labourers I have already said that there is 
plenty of work to be done on the reconstruction of roads on which the 
district hoard has apparently so far not done enough and for years past. 
In the face of this evacuation, this cannot be treat^*d as ordinary test 
relief work hut must he paid for at ordinary rates of wag(‘s. 1'hese 
are considerations which are predominantly before us now and I trust 
the House will accept our assurance that everything wdll be done which 
will be re<iuired for thfi purpose of giving relief to these evacuees. 

j/ 

Mr. lilir AHMED: Sir, I am very thankful to the Hon’hle 
Mini8ter-in-(5harge of Civil Defence for his informative statement 
containing encouraging assurances; and in view of that statement, 
Sir, I do not' propose to move my adjournment motion. 

28 
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Messages from tlie Assembly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Secretary. 

SECRETARY: Sir, I have received the following messages signed 

by the Hon’ble Speaker of the Bengal Legislative Assemblj’^: — ' 

‘‘(1) Th^ Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on 
Eefcruary 26, 1942, agreed to the amendments made by the 
Belial Legislative Council in the Bengal Agricultural 
Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

(2) * The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on 
“February 27, 1942, agreed to the Bengal Public Demands 
Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1941, as passed by the Bengal 
Legislative Council, without any amendments.’’ 


Non-offlcial Resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The House w^ill now proceed with the discus- 
sion of the following resolution moved by Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain, m.l.c., on the 29th August, 1941 

“This Council is of opinion that the iiiaxiiuum pay of all the Pro- 
vincial Services be reduced to Rs. 500 for all future entrants.” 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise to record my 
sympathy for the resolution. The resolution was moved on the 29th 
August w'hen the old Government was functioning and at thal time 
the party alignment was very interesting from to-da\ 's point of view^ 
At that time the mover of the resoluticn was on tliis side of the House 
and another honourable member, Mr. Kur Ahmed, was also on this 
side of the House. Both of them are now in the Opposition and it is 
interesting to read the debate of that day specially as to what Mr. Nur 
Ahmed said on that occasion. He very ably opposed the resolution at 
that time and 1 cannot do better than quote a few^ passages from his 
speech and adopt them as part of my argument. At the very beginning 
he said, “I cannot wholeheartedly support the resolution,” and a little 
later on he was more emphatic and said “I cannot agree to the resolu- 
tion” and then in the end, after giving very cogent reasons, he pointed 
out that “the pay of the I.C.S. people was very high. If we reduce 
the pay of the Bengal Civil Service, there will be needless heart-burn- 
ing and so on.” 

He quoted certain figures to show that the pay of the Prime Minister 
of Japan and other places was low, but he pointed out that those were 
free countries and people in those countries want to serve their country. 
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India is not an independent country and the people go tp join the public 
service not to serve the country but to eke out a lucrative career for 
them. Mr. Nur Ahmed urged that if Ii^dia was free, or at any rate 
had Dominion Status, there would not be any dearth of candidates 
for serving the country on a moderate salary. So he opposed the resolu- 
tion. 

Another very experienced member of this House, Khan Bahadur 
Ataur Rahman, who had been himself a member of the Junior Civil 
Service and who rose to a very high position in Government, also 
opposed the resolution on similar grounds. He furthcf pointed out — 
I submit, wrongly pointed out, — that the inccunes of lawyers and doctors 
were very high. He urged that the incomes of various services and 
professions should be equalised before the resolution could be given 
effect to. So far as I am concerned, though 1 shall not go to that 
extreme limit, still I think this problem requires the attention of all. 
I submit that there, should be economy all along the line; but at the 
same time, the efficiency of the public services should be kept in view. 
It is within the experience of many that efficiency has deteriorated in 
many cases. While there are many honourable exce])tions, there has 
been a noticeable tendency in this direction. It is not due to inadequate 
salary, but it is due to fact that promotion in these services does not 
take place on the ground of merit. People are promoted and pushed 
forward by a kind of va<’uum created in front by death, dismissal, 
resignation and retirement on the one hand, and pressure from behind, 
namely, by juniors and new entrants who form the rear. They proceed 
not necessarily by their own merit but largely as a consecjuence of these 
physical forces and that is the reason why there is a little deterioration 
in the (juality of the work that is done by these ])ublic servants. These 
facts and tendencies have gut to be talooi into considiTutien . There is 
much to be said in tavoiy of the argument that the pay 
of the Indian (’ivil Service cannot be reduced and the dis- 
jiarity between their j)re''ent pay and proposed reduction in 
the case of the Bengal Civil Service would be extremely 
glaring and will lead to heart-burning. This resolution, howev<*r, 
should receive sym])athetic consideration ol all ; but a resolution of 
this type cannot be accepted by Government because it ties down the 
hands of Government ttK» much. It is not proper to pass a resolution 
containing specific terms and then to ask the Government to do as 
much as possible; that would be indulging in pious wishes. It would 
be the duty of this House to frame resolutions in a manner that its 
terms could be accepted by Govei;nm€lnt. The resolution will, however, 
serve a useful purpose in drawtpg public attention and that of the 
Government to this important subject. In these circumstances, I 
submit that the resolution should receive the sympathetic consideration 
of the Government and on his assurance, this resolution may be 
withdrawn . 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Rhan Bahadur, are you going to withdraw your 
resolution ? 

Khan Bahadur 8A I YED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, Sir. 
I donH withdraw but I am going to reply. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. QoTernment has not yet replied 
to the debate. Hon’ble Dr. Mookerjee. 

Tha Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, 1 find that 
this resolution was moved, as has been pointed out by a previous speaker, 
in August, 1941. Obviously, it deals with a very important question 
which has agitated the public mind for a long time. In fact, in 1934 
the grades of pay were revised in Bengal but this revision referred 
mainly to the services which the honourable mover has in view. For 
instance, if we take the Bengal Civil Service (Executive), we find that 
the pay of this service was Rs. 250 rising up to Rs. 1,000 including 
the selection grade; in 1935 this pay was reduced to Rs. 150 rising 
to Rs. 750. If we take the Educational Service, we find that the pay 
of this service was Rs. 250 rising to Rs. 800; but it was subsequently 
reduced to Rs. 150 rising to Rs. 700. I need not trouble the House 
with the entire list but in every case reductions were made. Then, 
it appears also that when the last Ministry was in oflBce, an enquiry 
was made by one of the senior officers of Government as regards the 
possibility of further reduction in the existing scales of pay and an 
elaborate report was drawn up by him. The last Ministry decided 
that the matter should not be taken up during this period of emergency, 
and the matter rests there. The present Ministry has not yet had an 
opportunity of examining the question. 1 have gone througli the 
remarks which fell from the difi’erent speakers in August last. I 
may say that 1 was rather attracled by the manner in which 
my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed opposed this resolution at that time. 
Of course, so far as his hope is concerned — a hope which we 
all share — that a question like this will be solved when India 
becomes a free country — 1 do not know at this moment how’ far he 
himself feels assured that this freedom is soon coming to us, — obviously 
1 do not propose that we should ]K)st])one the consideration of this 
matter entirely until India attains freedom. The present Ministry 
wnll go into the question and 1 can give the House an assurance that 
in the near future we shall be able to formulate our policy in this 
matter. There is one aspect of th^ matter which I would like to 
ehiphnsise and that is a point which was emphasised by Mr. Nur Ahmwl 
also. After all, you wdll have to look at the problem from a compre- 
hensive point of view*. It is not fair to your Services if you take up 
the Provincial Services only and reduce their salary to a flat maximum 
of Rs. 500. There are other Services in the country which draw much 
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higher salaries (Mr. Shrish Chaxdra Chakra\terti : Those heaven- 
born services !), and although the powers of the Provincial Govern- 
ment are now limited with ’regard to the conditions of such Services, 
yet some compreliensive decision must be reached by Government in 
regard to all these Services. Then, again, the danger of accepting the 
resolution as it stands is obvious. If you refer to some of the Technical 
Services which in previous times were filled by men belonging to the 
lmi)erial Services, you will see that those technical services have been 
reduced to the Provincial Services. It is not possible having regard to 
the technical qualifications which are required for these Services to 
fix the maximum salary at Ks. bOO you cannot, therefore, acce]>t 
resolution to tlie effect that the maximum pay with regard to every 
servi(‘e will be reduced to Rs. bOO. 

Then again, there will be the question of the salaries which are to 
be paid to the members of the Legislature or the travelling allowances 
paid to them (Mr. Amflyadhone Roy : And of the salaries of the 
Ministers). Yes, beginning from the Ministers down to members like 
my friend Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. These are matters which are to 
be considered and examined in a comprehensive manner. The average 
monthly bill which is drawTi by a mofussil member of the Legislature 
comes to about Rs. 400 a month. Now, if you expect that a provincial 
service oflScer must not get more than Rs. bOO in any event, naturaHy 
we shall also have to consider whether other salaries or emoluments 
which Me pay to other persons should not proport i(»nately be reduced. 
I can give this assurance to the honourable mover of the resolution 
that this matter will be considered and a decision Mill be arrived at. 
In view of this assurance, I M’ould request the honourable mover to 
withdraM' his resolution. 

* 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDiN H08AIN: After the 
sympathetic reply made by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, I have 
only one point to ask to the Hon’ble Finance Minister, namely, whether 
he is going to consider and come to a decision on this point before the 
next budget is presented ? 


The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJI: Y oil mean 1943P 
Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes. 


The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJI: I think it should 
be possible to complete the deliberation of this question within a year, 
unless, of course, something extraordinary happens in the meantime'.^ 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZIAMUDOIN H08AIN: In that 
case, Sir, I seek permission of « the House to withdraw my resolution. 

t 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to grant leave 
to withdraw the resolution? 

The resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 


NON.OFFICIAL BILLS. 

The Bengal Good Conduct Prisoners Probational and Temporary Release 
Bill, 1940 (as reported by the Select Committee). 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bengal Good Conduct 
Prisoners Probational and Temporary Release Bill, 1940, as reported 
by the Select Committee, be tak(*n into ( onsideration. 

Sir, at the time when I moved the motion for reference of this Bill 
to a Select Committee, I explained the main outline of this very simple 
Bill. Pi •actically, it is a one-clause Bill with some sub-clauses. It 
only gives j)ower to the l^rovincial Government witli a iiroviso to dele- 
gate their power to tlie District Magistrate to release temporarily those 
prisoners who show good (‘onduct on parole or on security. There is 
another jirovision which may be regarded as corollary to that, namely, 
that on festive occasions jiersons who are convicted for more than three 
years may be released on parole to go home to see their near and dear 
relatives. These are the main provisions of the Bill. In the Select 
Committee no material change has been made in the Bill. Only a 
slight change has been made. Almost all the members of the Select 
Committee unanimously sup])orted the^ juovisions of this Bill, there 
being only one note of dissent, namely, that of m\ friend Mr. Abul 
Quasem. It appears from the Administration Report of the Punjab 
Government where a similar Act was in force, that this law is working 
there very satisfactoril\ . After the inauguration of the Provincial 
Autonomy, the Congress (jovernments in Madras, Bombay and the 
United Provinces passed similar Acts. But there is no such measure 
in Bengal. 1 have biought this Bill in order to make up that lacuna 
and I hope this Bill will be accepted by the House. 

MFi PRE8I dents Motion moved: That the Bengal Good Conduct 
Prisoners Probational and Temporary Release Bill, 1940, as reported 
by the Select Committee be taken into consideration. 

JhB Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I beg to oppose this 
motion. I will first of all deal with the Statement of Objects and 
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Reasons. This begins with the slipshod, incomplete and inaccurate 
statement that persons are sent to prison* with a view to their reforma- 
tion. It is not quite correct.* Prisons are. maintained by the tax-payer 
to prevent crime. The first object of a prison is to deprive the offender 
of his liberty so that he. is for the time being prevented from indulging 
in his criminal tendencies, is punished for the offence which he has 
committed and by that loss of liberty and that punishment is deterred 
from repeating his crime. Punishment is an essential feature of the 
criminal administration of which prison is only a part. One would 
think to hear some of the nonsense that is talked nowadays that as 
soon as a citizen is declared to be a criminal by conviction in a criminal 
court, he should at once be provided free by the State with comfortable 
lodging, good food, recreations, free education and vocational training 
and be given a State grant to set him up in business when released. 
It is quite true that the prison regime should not and need not be 
so severe and so soul-less that the prisoner is exposed to mental or 
physical deterioration. Unce an offender has been deprived of his 
liberty and subjected to the discipline of the institution, healthy 

physical and mental activties are being encouraged and reformation 
of character attemi)ted but the main deterrent factor, both for the 
prisoner and for those who might be tempted to follow his example, 
is the deprivation of liberty by an order of a judi(dal tribunal. 

It is mitigation of this deprivation of liberty that the Bill 

seeks to bring about. Under section 401 of the (biminal Proi‘.edure 

Code the Provincial (iovernment already has the j)ower to release 
prisoners with or without conditions for limited or unlimited periods 
by means of susp(*nsioii or remission of sentences. This i)ow'er is used 
most fre(iuenlly to enable a sick i)risoner to be given treatment in a 
hosi)ital or lo modify the sentences which have been ])assed by the 
courts, on the advice of specialjy-constit uted Advisory Boards, which 
are bodies, containing 4 udg(‘s. Magistrates, the jail officials and jail 
visitors who.>e recommendations are made to (jtovt*rnment after coiisi- 
deriiig the views of the District authorities, subject to the j)roviso that 
such i)owers to vary judicial sentences by executive order should only 
be eX(*rci.sed in exce])tional cases (»r aft(‘r ver\ candul consideration 
by responsible authorities. It may be said that the principle of the 
Bill has aln^ady been ac<*epted by (yovernment and is in jjractical 
operation. There are, for all practical j)urposes, only the follow'ing 
new departures in the proposed Bill — 

(1) the idea of prisoners being let out on leave to visit their homes 

for short periods and return to serve out sentences. 

(2) The provision of some form of license. 

(3) The delegation to a subordinate authority of the Provincial 

Government’s, power of release or suspension. 
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As regards (1)^ the main justification, if any, for the proposal, is 
the severe effect on the mental and physical conditions of a prisoner 
of the deprivation of family life, particularly the interruption of the 
normal sex life, and I think it is an admitted fact that a great deal 
of petty trouble in jails can be traced to this source. On the other 
hand, we must come back to the original proposition that it i^ this 
deprivation of liberty which is the essence of punishment, and enables 
the courts io protect the public against unrestrained criminal activities. 

The use of this power not only requires very careful consideration 
before it is introduced at all, but would need the^'most careful watching 
after introduction. If its exercise were placed in the hands of jail 
officials alone, even if it were exercised by the Inspector-General on 
the recommendation of Superintendents, even then, I say, it would 
be putting into their hands a power which would expose them to very 
considerable temptations as well as responsibilities. Some sort of check 
would have to be exercised, 1 have little doubt, by the Provincial 
Government, who might just as well issue orders of release or suspension 
and prescribe conditions under section 401 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code. It also seems to me that to prescribe a license has no advantages 
over passing orders containing sj)ecific conditions under section 401 
of the Criminal Procedure Code, while to place the prisoner under the 
care of religious bodies or charitable societies after release has no 
advantages, in practice, over the organisation of Prisoners Aid and 
Aftercare Committees, the stimulation and financing of which is at 
present being examined. My conclusion is, therefore — 

(1) that the idea of the remission or suspension of sentences is 

already accepted, 

(2) that adequate powers are already provided by section 401 of 

the Criminal Procedure Co^le, 

(3) that it is not desirable that the power to suspend or remit 

should be delegated by tlie Provincial Government, it is 
better that such ]K)wer should be exercised by the Provincial 
Government on the advice of properly-constituted Advisory 
Boards, 

(4) that in this view the Bill is unnecessary, 

(5) that its passage could only have the effect of lessening in the 

public mind the deterrent value of imprisonment without 
providing any additional facility for the Provincial Govern- 
ment to deal correctly with individual cases as necessity 
arises. 

On these considerations, I oppose this motion. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I 
rise to support the motion for consideration. We are living in a 
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civilised world. Bengal is supposed to bfe the premier province of 
India. In every other province this sort of legislation has been passed 
to provide for humane treatiiient to the prisoners. In Bengal we have 
not got any Bill of this nature. The priiioiple of this Bill was accepted 
by the last Government inasmuch as it was sent to a Select Committee 
by them. It is not understood how the present Ministry which calls 
itsel/ progressive wants to thwart it. When every other province has 
adopted a Bill of a similar nature, 1 do not see any reason why in 
Bengal w’e should be told that the powers would be abused by the jaiF 
authorities, the Superintendents of Police or the Inspector-General of 
Police, as has been stated by the Hon 'hie the Home Minister. Sir^ 
we all know that justice should be meted out to the prisoners, but in 
meting out justice to them we should remember that justice must be 
tempered with mercy. AVe know many people go to jail who are not 
very bad originally but under some circumstances they are forced to^ 
go to jail. Even very good citizens under s])ecial circumstances have- 
to go to jail. They are an object of pity in many cases but is it 
possible for those i)eople to move the Provincial (lovernmcnt for gettings 
release in individual cases? It is a hopeless task. Section 401 of 
the Criminal Procedure (\>de prevails in other provin(“es too, but in 
spite of that the other provinces thought it necessary that a provision 
like this ought to be made and that District Magistrate should be- 
delegated power to deal with individual cases after receiving reports- 
and fully satisfying themselves that the behaviour of the ])rifloner8. 
whom they were going to let oft' temporarily or permanently on license 
was satisfactory. 1 do not know. Sir, what object can there be in 
opposing a Bill of this nature after it has been api)roved by a Select 
Committee. I think it will be an act of sheer injustice and will bfr 
against all ideas of progress to oppose a Bill of this nature. With- 

these words, I support the metion for consideration of the Bill. 

« 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: Sir, 1 rise to oppo.se the^ 
motion for consideration ot the Bill, and my grounds are these: that 
enough powers are given in the Code of Criminal Procedure and 
prisoners by good conduct <*an under our Jail Code earn remission of 
their term of imprisonment. So it will be seen that encouragement 
to good conduct is given by the provisions ot the Jail Code as well aa 
in the Criminal Procedure Code 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIM HOtAIN: Then, why,, 
in spite of this, other provinces have enacted such a statute as tbisP 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: AVell, Bengal should 
lead and not be led by what other provinces have djtoa. In fact, I 
think that these provinces have not fully taken into iOnsideration thc> 
procedure laid down in the Criminal Procedure Code. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN HOSAIMs Have you 
seen the Acts of the other provinces? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, the position has by 
now been thoroughly examined with reference to those Acts. The 
Punjab Act and another Provincial Act have been examined with 
reference to the existing provisions of the Criminal Procedure *Code 
and our Jail Code and it has been found that the existing provisionis 
are adequate. In these circumstances, it is not at all necessary to 
create any further complications in the law; and besides it will not be 
to the best interests of the country. In these circumstances, I oppose 
the motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, my esteemed friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed has referred to provinces where such a law has been 
passed. I may mention in this connection that it appears from the 
record that when my predecessor in office, Sir iSraziniuddin, accepted 
the Select Committee motion, he had expressed a hope that he would 
be able to persuade my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed to withdraw the Bill. 
Although the portfolio has changed hands, yet that desire and that 
hojie still exist and 1 also thought fhat 1 would be able to induce 
my friend not fo proceed witli the Bill. But since he has chosen to 
take another path, namely, the path of pressing the Bill, 1 have no 
other alternative but to oppose it on the ground that I have indicated. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The. question before the House is: that the 
Bengal (locul Ch)uduct Prisoners Probational and Temporary lielease 
Bill, I94(h as rejairted by the Select (^mlnl^ttee, be taken into consi- 
deration. 

(The motion was negatived.') 


The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, T beg to move that the Bengal 
liocal SeIf-(joverument (Amendmeiil) Bill, lJh37, be taken into consi- 
deration. 

Sir,, as the Ministry has changed, in tact it has changed three times 
since this Bill was first sponsored in this House, 1 hope the House 
will pardon me if 1 go over the principles ot the Bill very briefly. 
I will not take a long time, specially in view of the fact that the 
Hon'ble Minister to whose department the Bill relates has held out 
hopes that the principles of the Bill are going to be accepted by him 
and that the Bill may be referred to a Select Committee where the 
particular provisions might be threshed out. Sir, it is symptomatic 
of the change that has taken place in the Ministry that I can to-day 
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•confidently expect that this Bill will be referred to a Select Committee, 
for the Ministry that was in power before was opposed to this Bill. 
Sir, this Bill is one of the earliest Bills introduced in either House 
of the Legislature — and one of the most interesting features in its 
history is that in the course of the last 5 years, there has been an almost 
revolutionary change in the public opinion with regard to it. Sir, 
when ! first moved this Bill in 1937, it was sent into circulation for 
eliciting opinion. At that time opinion against it was almost unani-* 
mous. In the course of these five years, that opinion has changed and 
the opinion in favour of this Bill is almost unanimous to-day. You 
will remember that when the Bill came up before this House on the 
last occasion, I read large extracts from opinions of all typCvS — from 
Oovernment officers, from public men, from public and local bodies, 
and they were almost unanimous that if not this Bill, some similar 
Bill should be placed on the Statute Book. 

The first principle underlying this Bill is that fran'diise should be 
extended to all adulf males. I think that on principle no member of 
the House (‘an object to that proposition. But if then* be any practical 
difficulty in the way of giving franchise to each and every adult male, 
we can find a via media in the Select (Committee and com])romises are 
more easily efiected there than on the floor of the House. 

Sir, the second ])rinciple which this Bill embodies is the introduc- 
tion of the system of secret ballot in electitms. Here again. Sir, nobody 
in this House can oppose it. One of the not(U'iouK tacts in tlie election 
of local bodies is that in many cases, owing to the absence of the 
secret ballot, elections are turned into a farce. Where tliere is an 
influential ])er.s<m in the lo(‘ality, he can have the (‘h'ction carried out 
in a manner suited to his choice. I think the i»rincii)le of secret ballot 
should have the support of every one in this House. 

The third ])rinciple which itiiderlit*s this Bill is the })rovision f(H’ 
the total abolition of nomination. If total abolition is considered as 
too revolutionary, in the Select (hunmittee we can modify it and 
provide tor further (urtailmeiit of the nomination s\stem. At om* time 
we had half the mem])ers nominated. Then, then* was curtailment 
and the number of nominated members decreased and to-day it is 
one-third. There is no reason why it should not n(»w be further 
curtailed and noniinatioiis being provided for those cases only where 
it may be found necessary for safeguarding certain minority interests. 
There is no reason why we .should not limit the system of nomiftation 
to such cases. With regard to the representation of minority interests, 
I w'ould make a suggestion. Members of the Legislature might be 
made ex-officio members of local bodies in their respective areas. If 
this is done, it will to a great extent meet the demand of minority 
representation in local bodies. This and other changes can, however, 
be made in the Select Committee. 
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There is another principle embodied in this Bill which, I hope, I 
will be able to persuade the Select Committee to adopt in its entirety, 
viz., differentiation between the functions* of the members of the Legis- 
lature and members of the local bodies. To-day there was a reference 
to this when the Hon^ble Minister for Local Self-Government and 
Civil Defence pointed out that a Chairman of a municipality is unable 
to discharge his duties as Chairman from the centre where he is sum- 
moned to perform his legislative functions. This curtails his local 
activities at a time when his presence is very necessary there, as he is 
attending to the legislative business of the province. Now, Sir, most 
of the members of the Legislature have to spend 4 to 5 months in the 
year in Calcutta on a(‘count of legislative work. Unless differentiation 
is made between the functions of the Chairmen of local bodies and 
members of the JiCgislature, both the work of the Legislature and of 
the lo(!al bodies will suffer. I do not know wdiat view the Select 
Committee will take in regard to this matter. But at any rate we 
must make a move in the cooler atmosphere of Ihe Select Committee 
where compromise can be more easily effected. We can examine the 
point in the Select Committee, and determine if we can differentiate 
the functions which are to be performed in the Legislature and in the 
local bodies. 

Sir, there is also the question of the representation of special interests 
like the industrial interests and other interests. I understand that 
some of my European friends and other trade interests are concerned 
over these. This question might also be examined by the Select 
Committee. I would feel very happy, indeed, if the amendment for 
reference of this Bill to a Select Committee is accepted by the House 
and T hope that in the cooler atmosphere of the Select Committee we 
w'ould be able to change the Bill into a really useful measure for the 
reform of Self-Government in Bengal.* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under rule 53 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Pro(‘edure Buies Mr. Kabir's motion is out of order. Sub-rule { 4 ) 
reads: “AVhere a motion that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion is carried in the Council and the Bill is circulated in 
accordance with that direction, and opinions have been received thereon 
before the date mentioned in the motion, the member in charge of the 
Bill, if he wishes to proceed w’ith the Bill thereafter, must move that 
the Bill be referred to the Committee of the whole Chamber or to a 
Select Committee, unless the President in the exercise of his power to 
suspend this order allows a motion to be made that the Bill be taken 
into consideration”. Now, in this case the honourable member has 
not asked for the suspension of the above rule by the President and 
has not obtained the necessary permission to enable him to move that 
this Bill be taken into consideration. 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: May I make a submission, Sir? In the 
letter in which the notice was sent to you I submitted that the provi- 
sions of sub-rule (4) of rule 53 of th^ Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules might be suspended and I might be allowed to move 
that the Bill be takeiuinto consideration in view of the fact that it 
had been. before the House for nearly five years. "When I found it 
on the Order paper, I understood that you had given me necessary 
permission. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The proper procedure is for the honourable 
member to formally move for such permission and suspension of the 
rules on the floor of the House, so that the House may have an 
opportunity, if it so desires, to object to the suspension of the rule. 
However, in this particular case, I suspend the rule and allow you 
to move your motion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I move that the rule referred to 
might be suspended and I might be allowed to move this motion as it 
is on the order paper? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I allow you to move the motion as a special 
case. Sub-rule (4) of rule 53 is suspended in this case. 

Motion moved — That the Bengal Local Self-Government (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1937, be taken into consideration. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: May I move the next 
motion, rather the next amendment which stands in the name of Khan 
Bahadur RezzaquI Haider Chowdhury? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Th is shows carelessness on the j)art rd the 
members. The honourable member has given notice of fhis amendment 
just now on the floor of the House. It is not ordinarily allowed but as 
a special case, unless there is objection from anybody, 1 shall allow 
the amendment. 

(After some ])ause) I take it that tliere is no objection. Yes, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of Khan Bahadur 
RezzaquI Haider Chowdhury): Before moving this 1 want to make 
a slight verbal alteration in respect of the date by which the Select 
Committee will submit its report. I want to change it from 30th July, 
1942, to 31st October, 1942, just a verbal change. Sir. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. 
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Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAO (on behalf of Khan Bahadur 
RezzaquI Haider Ghowdhury): Sir, I beg to moTe>- 

That the Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1967, 
be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, Minister in (jharge 

of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment, 

( 2 ) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

(6) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(4) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(5) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(G) Mr. J. B. Ross, 

(7) Mr. Naresh Nath Mocker jee, 

(8) Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid Cliowdhury, 

(9) Rai Saliib Jatindra Mohan Sen, and 

(10) tlie mover, 

with instructions to submit their rejmrt by the 31st October, 1942. 

Sir, in commending this motion to the acceptance of the House I 
have to say that the Bill embodies certain new principles and new 
departures from the established state of things. These ])oints sliould 
require very careful consideration by tlie members of the Select 
Committee. For instance, there is the suggestion that in case nomi- 
nations are completely withdrawn, some s])ecial interests should be 
given some s])ecial seats. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In the motion ,iu^t moved hy you there i^ no 
mention about quorum P 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; There is the rule to 
provide for it, Sir, that the number i»f members constituting a quorum 
shall be four. In order to give fuller and detailed consideration to the 
various questions which would arise, 1 have moved only for the Select 
Committee. Therefore, the entire question should be thoroughly 
examined and necessary decisions arrived at. I hope my motion will 
be accepted, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: That the Bengal Local Self- 
Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kuraar Basu, Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department, 
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(2) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

(3) Mr. Humayun Kahir, 

(4) Mr. Nur Ahmed, * 

(5) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(JB) Mr. J. B. Ross, 

(7) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee, 

(8) Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid Chowdhuiy, 

(9) Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen, and 

(10) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by tlie 31st October, 1942, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to* 
constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: May I propose one more name to be 
added. Sir? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: No, Order, order. 

Mr. W. B. G. LAIDLAW: I am sorry to find myself in opposition 
to the motion for consideration and the motion for refereiu’e to a Select 
Committee. My attitude towards a question like this is that it involves 
very wide issues which should not be the subject, on principle, of a 
private member’s Bill and which should rather come from the (Govern- 
ment. And secondly, on the question of the substan(‘e of the Bill 
nobody will deny that nomination has in the past fulfilled a much-need- 
ed ^\ant inasmuch as it has jn’ovided representation for minorities and 
while India has been in a siaki‘ ol imlustrial development it has 
provided a means of giving representation to industrial interests. Both 
of these have been very necessaiy and before introducing any measure 
which abolishes nomination it is essential that some substitut<‘ should 
be provided for. Our own particular interest recjuires us to insisl that 
there should be some provision for rejiresenting industrial interests. 

With these few words I have, with much regret, to o]>pose both 
the motions. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, I cannot agree with my 
honourable friend Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw^ that this Bill being a private 
member’s Bill cannot be introduced particularly because he thinks 
that the system of nomination is necessary. Nomination really has a 
very demoralising effect and it should be abolished as early as possible. 
If the administration of the provincial governments and Central 
Government can be run with the system of election only without any 
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nomination, I do not think there can be any objection to the passing 
of a Bill like this. The Local Self-Government Act is a very old 
Act and it is time that this Act is changed and altered. We should 
not remain in the “sleepy hoi low “ : we must move forward and as a 
progressive Government, it is the duty of the present Ministry to take 
up this Bill as early as possible. If Mr. Humayun Kabir’s Bill is not 
in form, I do not see any reason why dilatory tactics should be follow- 
ed, namely, circulating and re-circulating it. To circulate this Bill 
once again would be a sheer waste of Government money. This Bill 
should not be opposed simply because it is a private member’s Bill. 

With these few words, I support the motion. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: We on 

this side of the House support the object of the Bill but as regards 
a Bill of this nature which deals not only with the abolition of nomina- 
tion but other matters also, I think it is only lit and proper that 
Government should consider the whole question and bring a compre- 
hensive Bill as has been suggested by Mr. W. B. G. Ijaidlaw. We are 
of the opinion that the present Bill should not te sent to a Select Com- 
mittee, because by sending a Bill to a Select Committee we accept the 
entire principle of the Bill. I think Government should attempt to 
bring forward a comprehensive Bill dealing with the whole question 
after eliciting opinion from all parties interested. 

With these few words, I oppose the motion for reference of this 
Bill to a Select Committee. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, I see from the 
personnel of the Select Committee on this Bill that the Opposition is 
almost unrepresented. So, we do not want to be associated in any way 
wdth the Select (hmmittee or with the principle of the Bill. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 find, Sir, that the 
original intention of the Government to ask for re-circulation of the 
Bill has to ])e modified to a Certain extent in view of the very im])ortant 
issue which has been raised in the Bill and which has often been 
supported by difterent sections of this House. In these circumstances, 
I consider it necessary to have this question thoroughly considered by 
a Select Committee and to give the Select Committee a sufficiently long 
time to formulate its decisions for presentation before the House. I 
fully recognise the force of the observations which have been made 
by my esteemed friend Mr. Laidlaw and also by the honourable the 
TiCader of the Opposition, that these are matters of very far-reaching 
importance and that, therefore it should be left to the Government to 
formulate their policy by bringing forward an official Bill of their own. 



1942.] NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 346 

I may inform tlie House that Government has undertaken a compre- 
hensive amendment of tlie IJenjjal Municipal Act, but 1 do not think 
that it will in any respect be harmful if a representative Committee 
of this House considers tliese questions in some detail. If it is found 
that the suggestions made in the Bill itself have got to undergo 
some* substantial modification in the light of the discussions held in 
the Select Committee, then I am sure the Ckmimittee will modify the 
Bill to that extent and in that direction. If, in the meantime, it 
appears to the Select Committee that a com])rehensive Bill s])ons(»red by 
Government would be a better method of dealing with the (luestion, 1 
think the Select (knnmittee its(‘lf will advise Government to that effect. 
Tinder these circumstances, 1 am glad to acce])t the amendment moved 
by my esteemed friend Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, may I with your ]>ermission projiose 
an additional name for the Select Committee 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Chair cannot allow piece- 
meal amendments being moved, as discussion on the Bill proceeds. I 
will now put the question. 

The ((uestion before the House is: that the Bengal Lo(‘al Self- 
Government (Aimuidment) Bill, 19*17, be referred to a Select (kunmittee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Hoiri)le Mr. San tosh Kumar Basil, Minister in charge of 

the Public Health and bocal Self-Government Department, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Ke/zaqul Haider CUiovvdhury, 

(*‘l) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(4) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(5) Mr. Hhirendra Lai Barua, 

(C) Mr. J. B. Ko.ss, 

(7) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee, 

(8) Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

(9) Rai Sahib Jatindra M(dian Sen, and 

(10) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report hy the dlst October, 1942, and 
that the number of members whose pre.senee shall be necessary to 
constitute a quorum sliall be four. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Hindu Women’s Rights to Agricultural Land Billi 1941. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I do not move my Bill, 
Sir. 

29 
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The Code of Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

« 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Code of Criminal 
IVocedure (Bengal Anu'iidinent) Bill, 1941, be taken into eonsidt^ration. 

Sir, this is a one-elaiise Bill which w’ants to check one 
of the growing Abuses which affect the jmblic life of Bengal.. 
This Bill seeks to take out section 171(/) from the category of section 
19G of the (hiininal Bro(;edure Code. Section 196 jirovides that with- 
out the saiHifion of the provincial (lovernnient no action for false 
jjersonatioii can be taken in any election. It is a well-known fact that 
the widening of the franchise has caused abuses in numerous elections. 
And cases of false jiersonation are very frequent and are on the increase. 
After the general tdection in connection with the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly aiul the Bengal Legislative Council, it ajipears from the 
rfqmrts that tliere were many cases of false persfmatioii. The main 
]»urport <»( this Bill is that any jierson who is found making false 
personation can be arrested by any police offi(‘(‘r or by the ])olling officer. 
The law, as it now stands, jirovides that the jiolling officer or the ]H)lice 
on duty cannot elVect any arrest in case of a lalse personation unless 
he secur(‘s the sanction of the ]>rovincial (lovernment and thim with 
a warrant from tin* jiroper authority he can arji‘st the person. Jlut if 
a jierson is caught redhanded while actually committing this offence, 
he cannot be arrested umb'r the jiresent rules. So, no action could be 
taken by the jiolling officer against the jierson com‘orned. I think it 
is a very simjile Bill wdiich wants to purify the jiublic life of Bengal. 
So, I ho])e I can count u]K)n the su]»port of every section of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Code of (Criminal 
Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, P)41, be taken into consideration. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, T rise to opjiose the 
motion. The reasons are very sim]ile. The jirincijile embodied in this 
Bill is of a revolutionary character. The Indian Penal (.\)de provides 
for offences relating to false p(u*sonation in (d(M*tions. It is a non- 
cognizable offence: tl»at is, that the police cannot now arrest any 
offender without warrant. But the Bill attem])ts to make a revolu- 
tionary change: it would make false jiersonation a (*ognizable offen(;e. 
Now, Sir, if the ])rinci]>le of this Bill is accepted then even a constable 
wdll be competent to arrest any ])erson on a charge of personation with- 
out a warrant. In no j)rovin<‘e in India th(‘re is any such provision 
of a revolutionary character. In Lngland also these offences are treated 
as non-cognizable offences. Then, Sir, there is another difficulty, that 
is, that if arrests are made at the time of an ele(‘tion by the police, 
it may lead to serious breaches of the peace and even to riots. We know’ 
that even milder measures taken by the police 'have led to riots. In 
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the circumstances, this being a novel provision, of which there is 
nowhere any parallel, T beg to oppose it. Moreover it wt)uld introduce 
much confusion and troubles at the pcdling booths. So tliese offences 
should be dealt with by tli^ court as aidinar\ offem es. Tliere is uo 
point in allowing the police in iiiterlering with the elec'tions. The 
offender is known: liis address is known and he might be dealt with 
in |he ordinary course without rushing for his arrest. In these 
^circumstances, the Bill should be (ipposed on theses grounds. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: In re[dy to my honourable friend Khan 
Bahadur Na/iniddiii Ahmad 1 beg to submit that tliis Bill wants to 
purify the public life of Ihuigal. One jioint has bct*n raided that it is a 
revolutionary power — ])ower given to police officer to arr{\st any person. 
But, Sir, it is nec(‘ssai’\ tiiat corruption should he chccki*d anyhow. 
Polic(‘ has been given ])ow(‘r to arrest any ]>erson in cognizable cases 
and altliough tin* offence (»f false ])ersonation is on the inci‘t‘ase, no 
steps are being taken to check it. I do not set* any diflicully in making 
this provision. Tliere is another difficulty and lhat is that the court 
cannot take cognizance of any offence without the sanction of the 
provincial Government. Kven no criminal case can In* instituted with- 
out the sanction of tin* provincial Government and that, 1 think, is a 
very long procedure. I think at least the Bill should be circulated 
for tile purpose of eliciting opinion as this is a very important matter 
which concerns the public life of Bengal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The ({ue stion before the Mouse is: 'lhat the 
(Jode of (;riminal Procedure (Jlengal Amendment) Bill, 1!M1, be taken 
into consideration. 

(The motion was negatived.) 

The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken into coiisiileration. 

Sir, tliis is a Bill which seeks to make good sonic lacuna in the 
present Municipal Act of 19‘i2. First, if seeks to givt* power to the 
municdiial bodies to regulati* the setting up of facioiii*.s within municijial 
areas. As the law' at present stands, there is no s(‘ction under which 
the municipal commissioners can control and regulate the ereidion of 
factories. The only jiow’er that has been given to them is in respect 
of erection of houses but that pow’er also is limited. As a result of 
that, factories are being erected even in tlie midst of the town whicli 
affect the .sanitation and health of the town. So, this power sought 
for in this Bill is necessary. Then, there is another clause in the Bill 
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which deals with another aspect of the matter and that is the regula- 
tion of prostitution within munh ipal areas. That clause seeks to give 
only power to tlie municipality to select some areas where only prosti- 
tutes can be allowed to take their residence. Another clause relates to 
cinema shows and other things. As the law stands at present, power 
is given to the District Magistrates to issue liceiic^es and there is no 
power to the municipal commissioners to control that. As a resujt of 
that, sometimes i^ happens that there is a difference between the 
municipal commissioners and the District Magistrate and there are 
instances where in spite of the strong protest of the municipal com- 
missioners, licences were given to cijiemas. carnival shows and other 
things. I think that power should be given to the municipal commis- 
sioners to regulate cinema shows, carnival shows and such other things. 
These are the main clauses of the Bill ami these ]>owers are necessary 
for the proper working of the local self-governing bodies in Bengal. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. « 

MFi PRESIDENT” Motion moved: That the Bengal Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD ■ Sir, I beg to oppose this 
motion also. The Bill introduces certain novel principles. By clause 
b, it is provided that if new factories are to be erecied it must receive, 
first of all the primary consent of the municipality. I fear that, this 
power of giving previous consent, might be utilized for the ])ur])ose of 
blackmail — of course I am not thinking of the tyj)e of municipality 
which is run by my honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed but there are 
municipalities and municipalities. So far as the next iiroposed section 
is concerned, it proposes that cineinat(%raph ])erforniauces, dramatic 
performances, circus performances, carnival shows, pantomimes, etc., 
cannot be allowed to go on in a town without a municdpal licence. 
Here also the power could be exercised arbitrarily or for blackmail and 
for various other purposes. In the next proposed section it is laid 
down that even after the issue of a licence, wdienever it appears that 
any place so registered or licensed is a nuisance to the neighbourhood 
or likely to be dangerous to life, health or property, the licensee may 
be punished by the municijml commissioners. This also attempts to 
confer drastic powers on the municipality who will be the sole judge 
to find out whether a particular place is proving a nuisance or not. The 
municipalities might intervene anywhere and use these drastic power 
oppressively. The next section proposes to make penal the profession 
of begging which in India is used by many persons as a means of 
their livelihood. The next one attempts to penalise the keeping of 
brothels and prostitution. This is also revolutionary. I submit that 
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the subject is already covered by tbe Beiipral Immoral Traffic Act of 
and Kastern Bengal and Assam Disorderly Houses Act. Tbe 
Bill has multifarious objects and will be in ctmflict or at variance with 
some existin'? Acts. It is n/^tH‘eable thaT nowliert' the brothel-keeping 
and prostitution have been dealt \\ith successfully by penalty. No 
attempt has been successful to eradicate brotliels by })enalising them. 
The ijiext section deals with jirocedurc. The Hill alVe<'ls civil rights 
and cannoi be accepted in its ])reseni form but I am instructed to 
inform the House that the mattci is ntadving the coiisiileration of 
(lovernment and a comj)rehcnsivc Bill uould be introduced covering 
some of tlics(‘ matters though not exactly on the same lines, (lovern- 
ment would reserve to themselves the right to consider things on thm’r 
own merit in individual cases and I submit that a |»r()p'‘r Bill would be 
introduced in due course. 

With these few w’ords I submit that the Bill should be withdrawn 
on this assurance. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, 1 had no int(‘ntion whatscx'ver to 
speak on this Bill but certain nonarks ot my fri<‘nd Khan Bahadur 
Naziruddin Ahmad have stimulated my tlcsiri* to s]>cak. He has made 
certain observations which show that th(‘ munici])alities do not properly 
use or rather th(‘y abus<‘ the powers vest(*d in them. If that is so, 
there is a cas(‘ f(»r a Bill to dissolve all tin* mnnicipaliti(‘s. The 
municij)alit ics under tlie Bengal Munici])al Act ])ossess vast powers 
and the municipal commissioners, g(MM‘rally sp<‘aking, arc discharging 
their onerous duties to tlu* satisfaction of the ]»ublic and of th(‘ (lovern- 
meiit (Khan Bahadur N xziiu ddin Aiimm): To tludr own satisfac- 
tion). That shows that my honourable friend do(‘s not want that the 
commissioners should be trusted with ]>ow(‘rs that should ])ro|)erly be 
given to them. He aiipears to be of the opinion that th(‘ municipal 
commissioners should not 1 m* •given tin* ])ower to grant licenses in 
re.spect of carnivals, circuses, bioscopes and other amusements, because 
he says that the power will be used to blackmail tin* a])plicants for 
licenses. That is to say, the municijral commissioners, according to 
my friend, will be more concerned to sc(‘ that substantial arguments are 
addre.ssed to their pockets than to consider the a]>plicat ions for license 
disintere.stedly and from the jjoint of view ot ])ublic got>d. This, Sir, 
is a HIm*! against our own countrymen and J em[)haticully protest 
against the spirit in which he has criticised tin* municipal commis- 
sioners. My friend says that powers such as those proposed in the Bill 
should not be given to these commissioners; but he forgets that they 
already possess more .serious powers than those ]>roposed in the Bill. 
As I have already said, if my friend is rooted in the opinion he has 
expressed, he may bring in a Bill for dissolving all the municipalities. 
But it is not fair or just or true to .say that our countrymen cannot be 
trusted wdth serious powers. The chairmen and commissioners of all 
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th« municipalities are certainly not all bad people. There may be some 
bad people among them; but certainly the vast majority of them do 
not deserve th(‘se criticisms. However, Sir, Government have given 
the assurance that they will bring a cfhnpreliensive Bill covering all 
these matters. Now it rests with the honourable mover of this Bill 
to consider whether he will withdraw his Bill in view of this assurance 
by Government. , 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I fully appre- 
ciate the protest which has been voiced by my frieml Mr. Quasem but 
I am sure the protest is againsi something of a somewjiat imaginary 
character. He is probably fighting a shadow. 1 am sure tbatf Khan 
Bahadur Naziruddin will be the last person to cast any aspersion upon 
the vast body of munici])al commissioners in this jirovince who are 
discharging their duties to the Is'st of their ability. I do not thinh 
that the Khan Bahadur intemh^d it, ev<‘n if lu‘ said so. But I am 
perfectly sure that that is not the point of view of the Government, 
and Khan Bahadur Naziruddin could not have exiiressed any such view 
on behalf of Government. As I have already said that he has not 
expressed any such view in point of fact. (Khan Bahadur Naziruddin 
Ahmad: I said nothing of the hind). At the same time, he is per- 
fectly correct when he says that then* jire municipalities which had far 
In'tter lie superseded, although Government have so far been very 
cautious and extremely reluctant to adopt that drastic (‘ourse of action 
with regard to any municiimlity. But from that it d«)es not necessarily 
follow that those municipalities are discharging their functions in the 
way they should he discharged. This I say, howev(*r, by way of a 
gen<*ral observation on what has heim said in course of the debate by 
my friend Mr. Quasem. -So far as the subject-matter of the present Bill 
is concerned, it only seeks to touch a few of the jirohlems which con- 
front our municipalities but leave aside many of the ])roblems, which 
have to be dealt with by some other legislative measure. Under these 
circumstances 1 think I should request my honourable friend to 
withdraw his Bill, particularly in view of the fact that Government is 
dealing with and intend to bring forwanl a (‘om])rehensive legislation 
by amending the existing Bengal Municii)al Act. These are matters 
which do require serious consideration and 1 think that when the bigger 
Bill will he ])]aced on the legislativ<‘ anvil, it will lx* possible for 
Government to deal with these matters in a practical fashion. And if 
they are convinced that these are matters which require to be dealt 
with in a comprehensive Bill, then 1 can assure my esteemed friend 
that this Bill of his will have served a useful i)urpose by bringing these 
matters to the pointed attention of Government. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, in view of the observatitins that have 
fallen from the Hon’ble Minister, I beg to withdraw my motion. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it tlio pleasure of tlu* HoUvse to ffrant the 
honourable ineinl)er leave to withdraw his motion.® 

(The motion of Mr. Nur Ahmed was, h\ leave of tlie House, with- 
drawn.) 


The Bengal Jute Regulation (Amendment) Billp 1941. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 be^* to movi' that th(* lienj^al Jute 
lle^’ulation (Mnendmenl ) Bill, 1941, be tak<‘ii into cmisidiu-ation. 

Sir, it is a one-clause Bill only which aims al taking the cultiva- 
tion of jute for domestic use outside tin' pur\l(‘\v of tin* Jub* Ref»’ula- 
tion Act. As that Ac t stands at ])resent, it coxaus both (‘ultivation of 
jute for sale as well for domestic us<‘. In (’hit lao‘(u»j»*, jute is not 
j^rown very much for sale; only a small quanlitx is j.{*iow7i for sale as 
well as for domestic use. Now this small (plant ity will also come 
und(‘r the provisions of this A<‘t and all tin* conditions will have to be 
fulfilled by the cult ivatois. 44ie cultivators who ^row jute for 
domestic use here do so on v(*ry small tracts of land, only one kaui or 
two, and tin* ])rovisions of this Act are causing* ^reat hardshij) to 
thew* peo])le. (jov<*rnm<‘nt also has to spr*nd a laro‘(* sum of money 
on the rej»ulation of jute cult i\at ion in Lhit laj^’onj^ where much jute 
is not ^»‘rown. I find that a similar Bill has b(*en brought forward by 
iny learned friend Mr. llumayun Kabir. So I think this matter should 
be given a consideration and m,\ motion should be acc(*pted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that tin* Bengal duti* Regula- 
tion (Amendment) Bill, 1911, be taken into eoiisi(h*rat ion. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, my honourable fri<*nd, the mover 
of this Bill, has made a reference* to me in conm*clion with a Bill of 
a similar nature which 1 had moved. I think that In* has not read 
the Bill which I introduced, for that Bill does not deal with the ques- 
tion of production of jute for tin* jnixate consnmjition of (Uiltivators. 
My Bill refers to an entirely diiler(*nt (piestion. M.\ difficulty with 
regard to this Bill is that the mover has not defined what he means 
by the term “private eonsumjitioir’. How would wt* distinguish the 
jute whiedi has been ear-marked for jirivate consunqition from the jute 
which would be thrown into the market for sale^ If he could define 
this, then I am sure that we on tliis side of the House w^ould Iw? able 
to accept the Bill. So far as 1 have r<*ad his Bill, Sir, there is no 
attempt in it to differentiate between the two typ(*s of jute, and so 
far as I am aware it is not jmssible to differentiate between the two. 
Sir, I understand that Government have a scheme by which a certain 
minimum area may be gifen to cultivators which wall not come under 
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the restriction scheme an<i that is under the examination of Govern- 
ment. But how is it possible to estimate the demand of jute by 
individual cultivator for domestic purposes? How my honourable 
friend will do this and how he will prevent a cultivator from bringing 
to the market jute which lie has grown ostensibly for the purpose of 
his domestic use, is more than I can tell. Until these things are 
assured, if this Bill is carried into eifect, it will frustrate the whole 
jute scheme whicli was formulated by the last Government. When we 
opposed part of that scheme during the regime of the last Government, 
we did HO because we were opposed to jiarticular items ^id the parti- 
cular metliods by which the regulation was sought to be enforced. 
Some of our criticisms were accepted by the last Government and our 
suggestions were embodied in the new regulations issued to the jute 
cultivators. But, Sir, this (jucstion about production of jute for 
privai(» and domestic, consunijition has not b(‘en examined and it seems 
to me that it is almost impossible to detine it. If, that can be defined, 
I am sure there will not be any difficulty in act’cpting the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I also rise, to 
oi)])ose the Bill. It is only the other day that the Legislature accept- 
ed the ])rin(‘iple of jute regulation by an Act. This Bill attempts to 
introduce big loophole in that Act. My honourable friend, the 
mover, wants to introduce* an exception to the princijde of restriction 
in favour of ciiltivatirm of .pite which, it is su])posed, would l)e grown 
exclusive for domestic use. A])art from the difficulty of finding out 
what is for domesti(t use and what is for sale, this will frustrate the 
entire policy of the jute regulation. T b(*lieve the honourable member 
attempted to introduce an amendment somewhat on these lines on 
the last occasion when the parent Bill was passed into law. I may 
be wrong, and I shall stand corrected If 1 am wrong; but I remenil>er 
that an amendment was moved by my honourable friend, on the lines 
of the present Bill, which was rejected by this House at that time. In 
the circumstances, I o])pc).se the motion. 


Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; The 

difficulty pointed out by my friend Mr. Hiimayun Kabir regarding 
ascertaining the amount of jute retpiired for domestic purpose can be 
easily solved. Jute used for domestic purposes is not grown in large 
areas. It is only grown in *()o acre of land. iSo, cultivators growing 
jute in siK’h a small area may be excluded from the oj>eration of the 
Jute liegulation Act. I think this will obviate the difficulty raised 
by my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir. If the Bill is acce])t€d by Govern- 
ment, it would not only do justice., to the poorer classes who grow jute 
but it will save a lot of money to the Government. In Chittagong 
< ^tOovernment is maintaining a large number of jute staff. There is no 
necessity for jute staff there as jute is grown there only for domestic 
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purpose, e.g., for ropes and such other things. If only *05 are 
allowed, there is no necessity for restriction and this can l>e done very 
easily by Government. If ^Government “onsider the desirability of 
amending the Jute Begulation Act, they might consider this along 
with other questions. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlie question before the House is: That the 
Bengal Jute Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken into 
consideration. 

(The motion was negatived. ) 


The Bengal Smoke Nuisance (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: 1 beg to move that the Bengal Smoko 
Nuisance (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, tlie Bengal Smoke Nuisance Act was x>htced on the Statute 
Book so long ago as 190*‘). At that time there were only a few indus- 
trial enterprises within the urban areas. Since then many urban areas 
have developed into industrial areas and so it is necessary that the 
scoi)e of this Bill should be extended to these areas. As for Chitta- 
gong, there are large areas where there are many factories and com- 
])laijits are c-oming about the smoke iiuisance. From tlie District 
Administration Report of the Government of Bengal, it appears tliat 
in 1940 there were rei>orted about -Vi cases coming under that Act. 
So the whole ])uri)ose of tliis .small aimmding Bill is to extend opera- 
tion of the Bill to all urban areas. Of course, there is some change 
in the delinition, for example, 1 have defined “flues” and “chimneys” 
which do not occur in the old Act of 1905, but this is not .so very 
important. But the main object of this Bill is to extend the provi- 
sions of the old Act to all the urban areas. So, I think for the good 
of public health and sanitation this Bill should be accepted. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: That the Bengal Smoke 
Nuisance (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise to oppose the 
Bill also. The nuisance, referred to in tbe Bill, certainly exists and 
there i-s a certain report which prove.s its existence. In clause 5 the 
punishment which the Bill wants to introduce is very drastic, that if 
ther is any nuisance of any character whatsoever, a Magistrate may 
impose a fine, and what is more, demolish the furnace, flue or chimney 
and what not ; and such a power is attempted to he given to a Magis- 
trate by this Bill. I submit this is too drastic. The matter is 
further, of an extresnely technical nature. It requires technical 
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consideration and I believe the Government is considering the problem 
and bo'^y to solve it and in these circumstances, the Bill should be 
withdrawn. So I beg to oppose the motioln. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That the 
Bengal Smoke Nuisance (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken into 
consideration. 

(The motion was negatived.) 


The Bengal Fisheriee Bill, 1941. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal 
Fisheries Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, this is a Bill which seeks to give power to the Provincial 
Government to regulate the development of fisheries in Bengal. The 
main purpose of the Bill is to regulate and protect all fishes in Bengal. 
As the Government is going to open a department for the purpose of 
improving fishery I think necessary powers are necessary for the 
Provincial Government for regulation and development of fisheries in 
Bengal. With these few words I commend my motion for the accept- 
ance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: That the Bengal Fisheries 
Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I am afraid I have to 
oppose this motion too. I know, Sir, Bills of a prolific character such 
as this are as plentiful as fish and the p^ahlem is attempted to be dealt 
with only partially; but I think it should be considered on a broader 
basis. There has been appointed the Director of Fisheries who has 
only recently taken charge of the department. The difficulty with 
regard to the terms of the Bill is that the Bill lays down no principles 
w'hatsoever. The Bill seeks merely to ask the Government to make 
rules but it is well known that Rules should be framed on a certain 
basis which must be provided for or indicated in the Bill. The Bill 
provides no basis for solving the problem. It simply reiterates certain 
statement of facts. No provision has been made and no indication has 
been given as to how the rules are to be framed or as to how things 
should be done. It only urges Government to make rules. No 
attempts have been made to solve the problem, so the problem would 
remain exactly where it was. This is further a highly technical 
matter and it should receive technical consideration by experts and 
then a comprehensive Bill should be brought forward by Government 
who are now engaged in considering this matte^v. 
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Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, I wish to say a few words in reply to my 
honourable friend Khan Bal^adur Naziruddin Ahmad. I expected that 
my Bill would be accepted l>ecause fish forms 80 per cent, of food of 
the peeple of Bengal.^ My learned friend has said that I have not 
indicated how this problem could be tackled or how the fisheries of 
Bengal could be developed. In fact, Sir, I have indicated how this 
^should be done and if my learned friend takes })ain in going through 
the Bill, he will find that in this Bill I have staled that Government 
ehould prohibit fishing in certain areas, of course not nublic tanks and 
rivers. Government may also issue licenses for fishing in certain 
tanks and thereby contribute something out of the money thus realised 
towards improving the tanks, etc. I have drawn this Bill in line with 
similar Bills in Madras and the Punjab. This is not a revolutionary 
Bill, as my learned friend has described it. In every province there 
is a Bill like this but in Bengal we have none. My friend wants to 
oppose any and ewry Bill that we may move, simply because those 
Bills are being sponsored by the Opposition. That is the attitude 
taken in regard to all the Bills brought by this side of the House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That the 
Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 

(The motion was negatived.) 


Point of information regarding the Bengal Legislative Council Powers 
and Privileges Bill, 1939. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA 'DATTA: Sir, may I have your leave 
to mention one important thing? I.was trying to catch the eye of the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister to get an opportunity to speak in connec- 
tion with the Bengal Legislative Council Powers and Privileges Bill 
which I had tlie honour of sponsoring some time in 19d9, but I failed 
in mv attempt. The la^t Ministry tried to shelve it. As a matter 
of fact, no attempt was made to restore the Bill to life and in January 
this year a new committee was appointed but unfortunately. Sir, that 
committee also has not yet met. I would like to know what is going 
to be the fate of this Bill. The .speech of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister raised new hopes in us when he said that a policy of co- 
operation, of closer co-operation, with non-officials will be set up. 
Let me hope, Sir, that this Bill, although sponsored by non-ofl&ciala, 
would not share the same fate as it did with the last Cabinet. I would 
appeal to the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, I would beg of him not to 
draw so profusely bis hopes and desires in this respect from the ex- 
Home Minister. * 
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The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, Govemment propose 
to bring forward a comprehensive Bill on this subject, and I hope that 
my honourable friend will be satisfied with this statement. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA; When? May 1 know the 
time when ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K, FAXLUL HUQ: Well, in good time. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Is it absolutely impossible 
for the Government to give a definite assurance when they are likely 
to bring forward a comprehensive Bill? As a matter of fact, we have 
been hearing of co-ox)eration with non-officials for about two or three 
months. Sir, i1 is one of the few nou-controversial measures and I do 
not understand why it should be slndved. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Well, all I can say is 

that there will be no avoidable dela\ . 


Point of Information regarding the Bengal Public Gambling 
(Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Ma\ I, Sir, ^^ilh \our permission mention 
one thing, and iliai is that although my Bengal Public Gambling 
(Amendment) Bill, was refern'd to a Select ('ominitlee and extension 
of time was also allowed to the Select Committee for presenting its 
rei)ort by the tllst ^larch, 1042, yet that Select Committee has never 
met yet ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ilere, again, vSir, all that 
T can sa\ is that the matter will be taken up as soon as possible. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next item on the list is the Bengal Agri- 
cultural Debtors’ (Amendment) Bill, 1940, standing in the name of 
Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain. Will the Khan Bahadur 
take long over the matter? 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Yes, Sir, 
I shall take some few* minutes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then I cannot take up the matter now but 
fihall adjourn the House. 
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Khan Bahadur SAIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIM HOSAIN: But. Sir, 
there is no bar to my moving the motioa during these one or two 
minutes that are left, leaving it to be continued on the next Bill day. 

Hr. PRESIDENT: That would not be very inconvenient, as the 
time is so short. 

The Council stands adjourned till 2-4o p.m. on Monday, the 9th 
March, 1942. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-45 p.in. on Monday, the 9th 
March, 1942. 
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Members Abeeiiti^ 

The following' members were absent from the meeting held on the 
Gtli March, 1942: — 

(1) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(2) Bai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(3) Rai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(4) Mr. Haniidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(5) Khan Bahadur Rezzaqul Haider Chowdhury. 

(fj) Mr. Nareiidra Chandra Datia. 

(7) Mrs. K. U’Bozario. 

(8) Mr. K. K. putta. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Mohd. Esrnail. 

(10) Mr. li. W. IT. Ferguson. 

(11) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Syinl Molid. Gliaziul Huq. 

(13) Khan Bahadur Mohd. Khan. 

(14) Maulaiia Mohd. AkranriClitn. 

(16) tSir T. Lamb. 

(16) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(17) Khan Sahib Subid Ali Molla. 

(18) t)r. R. K. Mookerjee. 

(19) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahania^i. 

(20) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(21) Mr. J. B. Ross. 

(22) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

(23) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(24) Rai Sahib J. M. Sen. 

(2*5) Ri>ja B. N. Sinha Bahadur. 


^ G. Pre^l»42-4»rU»97A-7^ 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. DEBATES 


First Session — No. 12. 


The Coitnctl met in the Le^^fislative Chamher of Ihe Leg'islative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 9th March, at 2-45 p.m., 

being the twelfth ds^ of the First Session, pursuant to section ()2{-2)(^) 
of the Government of India Act, 1J)35. 

Mr. President (the Ilon'ble Mr. Satyeni)U\ Ciivndua Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Rai Bahadur Purnendu Narayan Roy Deb Barrna Estate. 

*58. Rai Sahib JOG EN DR A NATH ROY (on behalf of Rai Sahib 
Jatindra Mohan Son): Will the ITon’hle Minister in cliarge of flie 
Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether a deposit of two lakhs ot rujiees in Government pro- 
missory notes was made by Rai Bahadur Purnendu Najayan 
Roy Del) Barma when his estate was taken charge of by 
the Court of Wards and whether the Government ;])romiHSory 
notes were then endorsed by him in favour of the Collector 
of Dina j pur; 

(h) whether the Collecto/ cashed 118.86,800 out of this de|) 08 it and 
obtained two or three drafts for payment to different W^r 
Funds through Ilis Excellency the Governor of Bengal when 
he visited Dinajpur on the 3rd November last without the 
consent of the Rai Bahadur; if so, the date when it was 
cashed and the date when the drafts were obtained; 

(c) whether the Collector of Dinajpur informed Rai S^ib Jatindra 
Mohan Sen, m.l.c., by his demi-oflBcial letter Net 9110. ^ in 
reply to his No. 345 of the 2nd November last that it was not 
a fact that Rs.86,800 would be contributed from any funds 
of the Deb Barma Wards Estate controlled by the Court of 
W^rds to the War Fund on the 3rd and that the Rai 
Bahadur had given him no indication of a desire ip cojiitiibute 
the aum mentioned by Mr. Sen ; 
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{d) whether it is a fact that the Rai Bahadur filed a petition for 
release of his jestate from the ^Court of Wai^k on the 28th 
October, I94l,* or thereabout and i^rhethisr it is a fact that 
efforts were made prior to and are bei$^ made subsequent to 
his Excellency’s visit to Dinajpur, to induce^ him to withdraw 
the petition ; 

{e) whether the Collector has forward e(^ the petition through* the 
Commissioner to the Board of Revenue; if so, when; and if 
not, why not; and 

(/) whether the Rai Bahadur has been kept concealed of what order, 
if any, has been passed by the Collect©;’? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE, JUDICIAL and LEGIS- 
LATIVE DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banerjee). («) Promissory notes to the face value of Rs. 2,00,000 
were deposited by the proprietor, Rai Bahadur Purnendu Narayan Roy 
Deb Barma, with the Board of Revenue before assumption of charge. 
The notes were endorsed in favour of the Collector. 

{h) Two drafts for Rs.T5,000 and Rs. 10,000 were obtained and 
cashed on the 30th O’ctober, 1941, at the express wdsh of the Rai 
Bahadur, conveyed in writing. 

(c) Yes, ReJ,200 was contributed from the Estate Funds as desired 
by the Rai Bahadur and was presented by the Collector with contribu- 
tions from other proprietors on 3rd November, 1941. 

{d) The Rai Bahadur filed a petition on the 30th October, 1941, 
praying for release of his estate from Court’s management. No efforts 
were mad^ either paior to or subsequent to the visit mentioned in the 
question, to induce the Rai Bahadur to withdraw the petition. 

(c) and (/) The estate has since been released from the management 
of the Court of Wards. 


Rural credit facilities. 

39. Mr. NUR AHMEDt (u) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be 
^pleased to. state if it is a fact that o^ing to the working of the Debt 
Settlement Board and of the Money Lenders Act, the rural credit has 
shrunk considerably and the agriculturists'have been suffering much for 
want of credit facilities and timely loan ? 

(b) If so, have the Govern^nt taken any steii® to pft)vide easy loan 
to the agrieulturists ? If so, wat are they ? 

(c) What is the approximate amount of loan that, the peaaimtry of 
Bengal yearly reipiire to continue these normal cultivations? 
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_(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a 
detailed statement showing the amounts of crop loan, given to different 
districts in Bengal in the ye^s 1938, 19<i0 and 1940 P 


MINISTER in charge of the COOPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Hashem All Khan): (a) The operation of the Bengal 
Agricultural Debtoi's Act or the Bengal Money Lenders Act is not the 
main factor which brought about the contraction of rural credit. The 
main factors are the economic depression and past irregularities of the 
debtors in repayment of loans. 

(b) Yes, in the shape of crop loans issued to the cultivators. 

(c) The total annual requirement has lieen variously estimated, but 
accurate figures are not available. 

(d) A statement is laid on the Table. 


Statement referred to in reply to part (d) of question No. 59, 


Crop loan. 



1938. 

1939. 

1940. 

District. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

24-Parganas 

30,000 

48,317 

1,36,073 

Nadia 


59,750 

1,04,945 

Murshidabad 

. . . . 

13,089 

55,736 

Jessore 

. . 

61,876 

1,98,922 

Ediulna 

. . 25,000 

97,652 

2,45,009 

Burdwan 

• • • • 

5,034 

18,779 

Birbhum 

. .• 25,000 

13,252 

23,370 

Howrah 

. . . • 

5,541 

14,136 

Hooghly 

. . 

10,758 

22,532 

Bankura 

• . • . 

46,772 

5,676 

Midnapope . . 


21,584 

13,515 

Dacca 

13,000 

2,22,327 

3,02, .341 

Mymensingh 

7,000 

2,84,505 

7,49,313 

Barisal 

. ; 30,000 

1,10,104 

2,38,074 

Faridpur 

. • 25,000 

1,52,311 

2,07,048 

Chittagong . . 

. . 

32,802 

1,44,813 

Noakhali 

. . 10,000 

65,568 

2,90,769 

Tippera 

. . 

1,19,123 

2,61,293 

Pabna 

. . . . 

81,958 

70,243 

Bogra ^ . . 

. . . . 

1,09,901 

1,79,902 

Dinajpur . . 

20,000 

. 1,97,030 

4,08,525 

Rangpur 

10,000 

1,41,667 

3,42,533 

Jalpaiguri . . 


11,213 

29,569 

Darjeeling . . . 

. . 

13,657 

20,930 

Malda 

8,000 

34,554 

57,753 

Rajshahi 

, . " ^ 20,000 

55,288 

85,185 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With 
reference to {o) what is the maximum and what is the minimum esti- 
mate of the total annual requirements according to the reports 
received ? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: T can- 
not give either the maximum or the minimum estimate of the total 
loans required but Government granted in 1939 Rs. 20 lakhs, in 1940 
Rs. 50 lakhs and for the current year the budget provision was for 
Rs. 60 lakhs out of which Rs. 42 lakhs has already been distributed* 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Does the 
Hon’ble Minister consider Rs. 42 lakhs sufficient for agricultural 
loans ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is a matter of opinion. 


Certain recommendations of the Land Revenue Commission. 

60. Mr. NUR /VHMED. Will tlie Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to state — 

{a) if liis attention has been drawn to the specific recommendations 
made by the Rengal Land Revenue Commission in para- 
graphs 205 to 215 and paragraphs 220 to 240 and 299 of the 
1st volume of their report at pages 101 to 118 the summary 
of which is given at pages J77 to 178 of the said report; 

(5) if so, whether any steps have been taken by him to give effect 
to any of these recommendations; 

(c) if so, what are they; 

id) if not, why lio action has been taken ; and 

(e) whether 4he Government propose to take any action in future 
on any of these recommendations; if not, why not? 

MINI8TER in charge of the ACRIDtHTURE and INDU8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibuilah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (a) Tes. 

(6) to (e) A statement showing the action taken or proposed to be 
taken on the recommendations (with the exception of paragraph 299 
which concerns the Co-operative Department)! is placed in the library. 



1942 .] 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEBS. 


363 


European Wards of the Calcutta Medical College Hospitals. 

61. Mr. KH0R8HED ApLAM CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Pxihlic Health and Local vSelf-GoTernnieiit 
Department he pleased to state — 

what was the number of patients — male and female — in the 
European ards of the Calcutta Medical College Hospitals 
on the -‘loth Novemher, 1941, and how many of them ^^er€ 
Indians; 

(h) how many of those Indians were Christians; 

(c) what was the mimhcr of Indian TTindus, Muslims, and Parsis 

on that date; 

(d) how many of the ])atients of each of the classes as mentioned 

in clauses (h) and (r) were su])])licd with Kiiro})ean diet or 
English dishes during their stay in hospital; 

(r) what is the average schedule diet cost ])er lunid i)er diem for 
Indian and Euro]K‘an r(‘si)ectivcly in tlu' same ward; 

(/) whether it is a fact that the Indian ])aticnts in the hhiro])can 
\\hird ar(‘ not sii])j)licd with tea even; and 

(//) hov mncii is spent for a Chinese ])alient per day in the 
Lnropi'an W’ai'd tor his (Ii(‘ty 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu): (d) Tliere were 198 patients— 78 males and 125 
females — in llie Euro])ean Wards of tlie Medical College Hospitals, 
Calcutta, on 8t)th November, 1941, of whom 111 were Indians. 

(h) to (d) Not hnown, as ^lo statistics of patients under these 
classifications are kept. 

(e) European — Es. 1-0-3. 

Indian — Es. 0-8-3. 

(/) Yes, tea is not an item of the diet prescribed for Indian 
patients. , 

([/) A Chinese patient is admitted into the European Ward. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: With reference to answer to 
question (/), is the Hon’hl^ 3Jinister aware that Indians jire just as 
much addicted to tea-drinking as Europeans? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Well, I am not 
quite sure but I would ask for advice from the honourable member 
whether that is a practice or habit which ought to be encouraged? 
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Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble Minister supply 
tea at least to those who have got the habit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Well, if that is 
medically advisable, it may be considered. 


Mr. V. N. Rajan, I.C.8. 

62. Rai 8ahib JOCENDRA NATH ROY (on behalf of Rai 8ahib 
JATINDRA MOHAN 8EN): Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge of 
the Homo Department be pleased to state — 

I 

(a) the date when Mr. V. N. Rajan, i.r.s., joined the district of 
Dinajpur as District Magistrate; 

(h) the date when lie issued notices on public associations and 
individual persons to applj- to him for sanction to hold 
public meetings and processions on public thoroughfares; 

(c) whether these notices were issued under the Defence of India 

Rules and, if so, under what rule; 

(d) whetlier he gave the notices under his own initiative or on the 

direction of the higher authorities; 

(e) the reason why he took away the powers of the Superintendent 

of Police in the matter of the granting licence for proces- 
sions in public thoroughfares in the district of Dinajpur; 

(/) whether the Government have taken legal opinion whether the 
Defence of India Rules are applicable to this matter; and 

(g) whether any Magistrate of any other district took action in 
this matter under the Defence of India Rules? 

MINISTER ifi charge of the HOME anjd PUBLICITY DEPART- 
MENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq); (o) 2nd January, 
1941. 

(6) I have no information. 

(r) In tlie exercise of powers conferred by Government Order under 
Defence of India Rule 56. 

(d) On liis own initiative in exercise of these powers. 

(c) The Superintendent of Police had no power under Defence 
Rule 56, nor was the 8u})erintendenrs power under the Police Act 
taken away by the District Magistrate. 

(/) Government obtained legal opinion as to the validity of their 
orders. 

(ff) Yes. 



1942.] 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


365 


Manufacture of paper from arater-hyaointh. 

16. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAUAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will 
tte Hon’ble Minister ' in charge of the Agriculture and Industries 
Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what has been the result of investijration earried out for the 
manufaeture of pajier from waler-hyaeinth ; 

(h) whetlier it is a fact that Ihe jirire of paper has eonsiderably 
inereased now due to war; 

(c) whether the locally manufactured jiapt^i* from water-hyacinth 

cannot compete with ordinarily maiiufaclured j)a])ers; and 

(d) what is the cost price of a ream of ])a]»(‘r pr(‘pared from water- 

hyacinth as conijiared to the cost of paper otherwise pre])aredP 

The Hon’hle Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) A suitable process has been found out after experiment at the 
Industrial Eesearch Tiaboratory and it is beinp tried out on a small 
scale as a cotta^^ industry. The results so far are jiromising’. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Yes, as a cottap’e industry. 

(d) The latest fi^^’iire for cost jirice of a ream of hand-made paper 
based on water-hyacinth as a chief raw material is approximately 
Ee. 3-10 against Es. 16-10 the present market price of a ream of mill- 
made paper of the same type. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister kindly say#why this has not been then introduced 
and popularised in all the rural areas where water-liyacinth can be 
found without any cost and when the difference is so much as Es. 3-10 
and Es. 10-10? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, as yet it has not been tried anywhere. Government is examin- 
ing the question of it.s introduction on a large scale all over Bengal. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why it has not been examined 
from the point of view of cottage industry when it has been proved by 
experiment a great success as a small industry? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Still, Sir, there is the question of machinery and technical experts 
which will take a fairly Jong time. 
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Khan Bahadur BAiYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Then does 
the Hon’ble Minister propose 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. In a supplementary question 
the honourable member may ask for information on any point. But 
he should not argue. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased' 
to refer to Orissa Governiiient wliere they have made experiments on 
these lines and actually found paper made from water-hyacinth much 
profitable ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I shall certainly make enquiries. 


District Magistrate of Jessore. ’ 

19. Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleascal to state whether he has 
received any complaints alleging against the comhict of the District 
Magistrate in charge of the district of dessore for the months of October 
to the end of December, 1941 ? If so, what is the nature of such com- 
plaints and allegations!^ 

(h) Is it a fact that the said Magistiate has since l>een transferred 
from the district, and if so, is it due to sucdi complaints having come 
to the knowledge of Governiiient ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; {a) No. 

(6) The answer to the first part of tht question is in the affirmative; 
the second part does not arise, in view of the reply to (a). 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who was the District Magistrate of the Jessore district 
during this period? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer that. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Am I to assume that the Hon’ble 
Minister is unable to answer this question or he wants notice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not remember all 
(he names of the District Magistrates posted in Jessore. It is not a 
(juestion of my being unable to answer this question. If I get notice,^ 
J shall answer the question. 
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Mr. AMULYADHONE ROYs I want to know w^hether the* 
Hon’ble Minister is aware of the fact that the District Magistrate of 
Jessore during this period wjiile proceeding to Magura in his ofiScial 
capacity severely beat a woman named Laimati who is a resident of the 
subdivision of MaguraP 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of this. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Is the Eon’ble Minister aware that 
the brotlier of Lalmati was severely dealt witli by the District Magis- 
trate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Is the Hon ble Minister prepared 
to enquire into thi.', niatter? 

The Hon»ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If I gt l lime, 1 will make 
enquiries and answer. 

Jute Mill strike in Budge Budge areas. 

20. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the 

HouMde Minister in charge (d the Commerce and Labour IJepartmoiit 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the jwsition of the jute mill strike in Jludgc JUidg<‘ and adjacent 
areas ; 

(//) the number of mill hands involved in the sliike; 

(Hi) the names of jute milll? ami their managing agents; 

(n') number of working days already lost; 

(v) approximate loss of wages; 

(ti) the cause of the dispute; and 

(vil) if any efforts were made by the Lalxmr Coinmissioiier for 
conciliation ? 

(h) Is he aware that a petition signed by about 30,000 workmen of 
seven jute mills, Budge Budge area, under the management of Messrs. 
Andrew Yule & Co., Ltd., was submitted to the Hon’ble Minister 
through the Conciliation OflScer of Bengal Government Labour Depart- 
ment on the 11th July, 1041, with their grievances regarding inadequate 
wages and other things? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the Hon’ble Minister in rebly to my questioiir 
regarding the above petition said in Council on the 22nd August, 1941^ 
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that the petition was being considered by the Conciliation Officer and 
that he expected that Government would be able to deal with the matter 
in course of a fortnight? . 

{d) Is it also a fact that for two or three months after 22nd August 
reminders were given but no steps were taken for conciliation? 

(c) Is it a fact that the cost of living has gone up more than 3G per 
cent, since the outbreak of war in September, 1939 ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the jute mill employees have not been granted 
more than 12J per cent, increase in wages to cover dearness of prices 
of necessaries of life arising out of the war? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR 
and EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. 
Abdul Karim): (a) (/) Work was resumed in all the six mills 
affected on IGth February. 

{ii) About 15,000. 

(iii) Budge Budge, Albion, Lothian, Orient, Cheviot and 
Caledonian — ^Managing Agents, Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co. 

(/e) 405,000. 

(v) Not known. 

(yi) The strike was started in supix)rt of demands for 25 per cent, 
wage increases, enhanced dearness allowance of Its.3 per month, two 
months* pay in advance, and adequate arrangements for protection from 
air raids. 

{vH) Yes. The Labour Commissioner and his subordinate officers 
kept in close touch throughout. 

(5) and (c) Yes. 

{d) No reminder is traceable. 

(c) No. The highest that it touched was on 8th December, IJMl, 
when it mounted to 129. Since then there has been a steady fall. The 
price index on 25th February, 1942, stood at 123. 

(^) A 10 per cent, general increase in wages was granted shortly 
after the outbreak of war and an additional flat rate allowance of Re.l 
was granted with effect from June, 1941. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In view of the fact that the index 
stood at 123, wall the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of a 
further increase in w’ages? 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The Provincial 
Government are at present engaged in working out the details of a 
more elaborate organisation for the preparation of cost of living index 
in collaboration with the Government of India 
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Suspension of business in the High Court during Junta prayers. 

21. Khan Bahadur SAIVed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIH: Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in eliar^e of the Judirial Department be pleased 
to state — 

(a) whether the Government of Benoal ])ropose to request the 
Hon’ble Cliief .Tii.stiee of tlie Caleutta Court to suspend 

all business of tlie Hio-li Coiiii for l.l hours on Friday for 
enablino- Muslim l.ejyal i)ra(‘1itioiiers and litigants to say 
their Jvfnn ])rayers as is done in all ihe Couris subordinate to 
the Calcutta ITifrli Court; and 

(h) if the rejdy to part (u'l be in tht‘ negative, w]u‘tlier the Govern- 
ment propose to inform the High Court that in the interest 
of the Muslims of the Province it is d«>sirable that the 
practice of suspending business of the Courts on Friday 
during Jvvia prayer, be observed by th(‘ Calcutta High 
Court also? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The 

honourable member is referred to the assuran(‘e givtm by the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister in the Council on the 19th February, 1942. 


Land Mortgage Banks. 

22. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Co-operative Credit and Bural Indebtedness ])e])artment be 
pleased to state how many land mortgage banks have been established 
in Bengal and what are those ]Jaces? How many otlier such banks are 
going to be started and wlierc will they be started? 

(h) Is it a fact that strong reiutvsentation from the leaders of Chitta- 
gong was submitted to the Government demanding the establishment 
of a land mortgage bank there? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Government definitely promised to start a 
land mortgage bank at Chittagong? 

(d) If so, do the Government ])ropose to start a land mortgage bank 
in Chittagong without further delay? If not, why not? 

(e) Do the Government propose to adoj)t a comprehensive policy of 
establishing more land mortgage banks in Bengal? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: (a) 

Five, at Mymensingh, Comilla, Pabna, Jessore and BirHium. Five 
more will be started at^Burdwan, Khulna, Dacca, Feni and Rajshahi. 
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(b) and (c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) Government propose to see the working of these land mortgage 
banks before taking up the question of starting additional banks. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the capital of these five 
land mortgage banks tliat liave been started? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, 

I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be jdeased to state wliat is the, principle on which 
the ])laces were selected where these banks were started? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASH EM ALI KHAN: 

PrincijKilly on the i’e( onmiendation of tlie Assistant Eegistrars and 
local authorities and District Ollicers as to the proper sites. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Was no 

recoinniendation received from the authorities in the Chittagong 
district foi‘ a land niorgage bank there? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASH EM ALI KHAN: No. 

But Feni has becm sehu ted to serve th^‘ pur])ose both of Noakhali and 
Chittagong. 


Council Representation on the Joint Library Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Fuder rule 2 of the Rules regulating the 
control and management of the Library' of the Bengal Legislature, I 
re-iiominate — 

(1) Ivhan Sahib Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

(2) Mr. W. 13. G. Laidlaw, and 

(3) Dr. K. S. Ray, 

to represent the Bengal Legislative Council, who with three members 
of the Bengal Legislative Assembly and one representative of the 
Legislative Department will form the Joint Library Committee. 
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Action taken by Government on Non-official Resolution. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Sir, I heg to 
inform ilie House about the action that has been taken on Resolution 
No. 1 moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed and adopted at a meetinj? of the 
Legislative Council on the tiSth August, under rule 9o(^) of the 
Rengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules. 

(a) Some of these secondary schools mainly Government high 
English schools have manual training classes and (^) secondary classes 
attached to them. Agricultural education in non-Government second- 
ary schools in this province on the lines adopted in the Punjab was 
introduced in the year 19‘.2(S. Fifty-nine high English and middle 
English S(*honls are participating in this scdiemc. Every school is 
required to have a trained agricultural teacher on its stafF to teach 
these subjects. Special grant is given to them to enable them to give 
allowances of ten rupees a month for the teacher. The courses spread 
over a period of four >ears. Middle English schools are allowed to 
have two continuation classes, classes Nos. 7 and 8, in order to com- 
plete the courses of agricultural education of these students. At 
present such courses liave been adopted in 27) sc1h)o1s while under the 
existing scheme 20 middle English schools can have them. To meet 
these expenses Government give an extra grant and a special allot- 
ment has been ])rovided for this purpose. Nothing further is proposed 
to be done in this direction at present in vi<‘w of the Secondary 
Education Bill now uiuhu' consideration as it is anticipated that the 
Secondary Education Board contemplated in the Bill will take up the 
matter on the basis of popular opinion as soon as it comes into 
existence. 

(h) Physical training is or*oughl to be an integral part of work in 
all schools; the training of officers to do this work is a good idea. As 
regards military training, Government consider that this is an 
inopportune time to suggest this innovation. 

(cj tiffin grant of Rs. 4«5,000 has l)een provided in the current 
yearns budget for giving grants to aided high English schools and 
madrassahs towards the scheme for supply of mid-day meal to 
students. 

(d) Under the new scheme scholarships will be granted this year 
on the results of the departmental final primary examinations which 
will be held from this year at the end of four years of the primary 
course. There will be two grades of scholarships — grade I, Rs. 3 and 
grade II, Rs. 2. These will be tenable for two years in secondary 
schools. Besides these, there will be a number of special scholarships 
for boys and girls, Moslems and other backward classes. 



372 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE. [9th Makch, 


Extension of date for presentation of the Select Committee Report on 
the Bengal Legislative Council Powers ^nd Privileges Billi 1941. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTAs Sir, may I have your leave 
to move that the date for submitting the report of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Bengal Legislative Council Powers and Privileges ^ill, 
which I had the honour the move, be extended to 30th November; 
1942 P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the 
time for submission of the report of the Select Committee on the 
Bengal Legislative Council Powers and Privileges Bill be extended till 
30th November, 1942. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Short-notice Questions. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, I 
have given notice of a short-notice question. But I am sorry to say 
that I have not received any reply or statement in respect to that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: May I know what 
it is about P 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: It is about 
the civil defence in rural areas. 

The Hon’ble Mr, 8ANT08H KUMAf) BASU: Sir, 1 do not think 
I have got the reply ready yet. I will take the earliest opportunity 
of making a statement about it. 

Public Accounts Committee. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; On a point of information, Sir, 
regarding Public Accounts Committee. If my memory serves me 
right, the Hon’ble Finance Minister promised that he would look into 
this matter and let us know the decision. Has any decision been come 
to with regard to Public Accounts Committee, as to whether it would 
be called to examine the audit report ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The Honlde Finance Minister already promis- 
ed that he is considering the matter; when a decision is reached, it 
will certainly be circulated to the House. ^ 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U> Sir, there were 

short-notice questions regarding Chittagong. 1 do not know whether 
my honourable friend Mr. Nair Ahmed desires to put those questions 
in view of the statement that I made the other day. If he desires to 
put any questions I can reply to them. 

o 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you still want to put questions, Mr. Nur 
Jibrned ? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I think, Sir, my purpose has been served by 
the statement made by the Hon'ble Minister the other day and I do 
not like to put any questions. 

The Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) 
Extending Bill, 1942. 

Mr. PR E8 1 DENT: The House will now consider the Bengal Non- 
Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1942. 

Clause 1, 

Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is: that clause 1 stand part of the 
Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 


Clause 2. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is: that clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 


Title and Preavihle. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The Title and Preamble stand part of the 
Bill. 

The question before the House is: that the Title and Preamble stand 
part of the Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 
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The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I beg to move 
that the Bengal Non -Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) 
Extending Bill, 1942, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Non-Agricul- 
tural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1942, as ,gettled 
in the Council, be passed. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I 
support the passage of the Bill. But 1 have only one observation to 
make in this connection and it is this. This is a Bill which extends 
the term of the provisions of the Emergency Act passed for protecting 
the non-agricultural tenants until the passing of a comprehensive Act 
dealing with their rights. The draft Bill dealing comprehensively 
with the rights of non-agricultural tenants was published in the 
Gazette, 1 think, several months ago, but it has not yet been introduced 
either here or in the Lower House. I hope the passage of this Bill will 
not retard the introduction of that Bill and in sjiite of this Bill being 
passed the Iloirble Minister will kindly see that the (‘omprehensive 
Bill is introduced in this session and referred to Select Committee in 
this very session so that there may not be any loss of time and non- 
agriculturists may not suffer. They are in great suspense on account 
of this comprehensive Bill not being enacted quickly into law. So I 
Lope, Sir, this will be remembered by the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
^f the Bill. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. Sir, in supporting this Bill 1 also w^ant 
to make a few observations on lines very similar to w’hat my honourable 
friend has just now made, that this tei:j^porary Bill whose life is extended 
now by one more year was passed tw’o years ago and the last Ministry 
was not able to put a permanent Act on the Statute Book in spite of two 
years having almost passed. Now w’e have another yearns extension. I 
hope that this matter will be taken up and the comprehensive Bill, to 
which reference has been made, will be introduced, considered and 
passed in this Legislature before the expiry of this additional year 
which we have given to the operation of the old Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 also support the 
motion for the Third Heading of the Bill. In doing so, 1 must point 
out that the Bill is a highly contentious one, although it is desirable 
that it should be enacted immediately as a very large section of the 
public is in favour of it. 


Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DA8: This Bill is not contentious. 



1942.] 


SUPPLEMENTAEY ESTIMATE. 


376 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: T refer to the Bill which 
we have in contemplation of which the Khan Bahadur spoke, the Bill 
which has been published iiT the “Calcutt.. Gazette.” That is certainly 
a contentious Bill; it a^ects the vested interests and in view of these 
considerations the Bill should be very carefully considered. It may 
be /lecessary to circulate the Bill for eliciting public opinion and also 
,it may be that the Bill should then go to a Select (hmimittee for very 
detailed and careful consideration. Of course, the Bill should be 
passed as quickly as possible but in doing so these considerations 
should be kept in mind. (Khan Bahadur Saiyed MuAZZAMrDDiN 
Hosain : The Committee sat over it tor two years H) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the 
Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending 
Bill, 1942, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

(The motion wils agreed to.) 

The House will now discuss the Supplementary Estimates for the 
year 1941-42. 

Discussion of Supplementary Estimate, 1941-42. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Mr. Presh 
dent, Sir, my first observation in this connection will be that this 
Supplementary Estimate is presented to us rather too late and \ do not 
understand why it should ordinarily be put uj) so late before the 
Legislature. If it is to be considered at all and if the discussion about 
it is to be of any value it should ibe presented to us in time. As a matter 
of fact after six months had expired fnmi the financial year, the 
Supplementary Estimate is prepared and 1 think it should be the duty 
of the Minister in charge to see that Su])plemeutary Budgets are 
presented to the House in the month of September or October wdien 
only it could be properly dealt with. On the other hand if it is present- 
ed to us very late, after the expenditure has been incurred, the discus- 
sion becomes more or less a farce. Now, Sir, 1 should like to examine 
some of the items in detail. Under the head ‘‘Land Revenue” I find. 
Sir, that Rs. 1,25,000 more has been asked for extra staff required for 
management of Government estates and the ground given is that the 
certificate procedure having been abolished extra staff had to be 
appointed. Sir, the certificate procedure was not abolished this year 
or last year, but it was abolished four years ago and I do not see why 
this expenditure could not be foreseen. Then comes ‘‘Survey, Settle- 
ment and Record Operations.” Here also it is stated that unforeseen 
complications which had arisen in course of such operations necessitated 
this extra expenditure^ Sir, in the Bakarganj district, as we all know, 

33 
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ftettlement operations go on eontinuously on account of the riparian 
areas in that district and 1 do not see why these so-called complications 
could not be foreseen and why extra expenditure was at all necessary. 
Jn Faridpur district the record of rights was found to be completely 
different from that now in use with the result that comparison proved 
difficult and took more time. This also. Sir, seems rather absurd ^hat 
the authorities could not know that the forms of the present record of 
rights were different from those they are gr>ing to jrrejrare in the next 
year. We do not think therefore that ilie n‘asons assigned for the 
ertra expenditure are at all reasonable or sound. In connection with 
the prej)aration of recoi'ds of rights, 1 have one other observation to 
make and it is tliis. For pr’ejrara^on of re(‘ord^ of rigdits (jovernment 
realises three-fourths of the c-ost.-. from the tenants and the landlords 
and the (jovernment c(»ntribution is onl\ one-fourth. The people do 
not like it. It lias b(‘(m forced upon them. Tin* r-evisional proceeding.s 
were suspended 4 years ago and only last vt‘m‘ they have been 
rc-in trod need in the hoiH‘ that these records will be rt‘(|uired for the 
pui*i)ose of acijuiring jrroprietary rights of landlor*ds by (iovernmeni, 
but when that (juestion has not yet been settled I do not see any reason 
vnIi.v rnone> is being s}M‘nt for pre])aration of records which again mav 
be found to be out of dat(‘ when the actual qiK'stion of ac(juisition of 
rights com(‘s in. it is a luxurx and the poor i)»‘o])]e are forced to ])ay 
for this luxur\ the beneiit (d whi(‘h they do not .i])]>reciate, (‘ven the 
liberal s(‘ction of the j)eo])le do not ai>])reciate. These recor’ds are 
jrrepared after or 4(1 years. 1 think (lovernment sliould consider it 

seriously wliether th(*y should go orr witli these r’cvisional settlement 
jrroceedings in the next year also. 

1 now' conn* t(» the extra provision urrder tlie head “Jails and 
Foiivict Settlements'*. The inci’ease in the number of prisoners has 
been giv(*n as a ground for this additional allotment. Rut nothing has 

betui stated wdiat is the reason ot this increase in the number of 

prisoners. lav as I know a large number ot political prisoners has 

betui st‘t tree and so there i^N no reason for congestion in jails and 
t specially so when (liere is no reason torihcoming tor influx of 
])i*isoners in jails. 

Then as regards additional money under the liead “Police”. The 
total money wanted is very nearly Rs. 12 lakhs. The only comment 
J have to make in this connection is that whenever money is wanted 
for the Police there is plenty of money in the (lOvernment coffer but 
whenever money is waiited for any ameliorative measure money becomes 
H(‘arce in the (joveriiment coffers. 

1 (‘ome next to the charge under “Agriculture *. 1 find that the 

additional expenditure required is Rs. 10,()7,0()0 under the Jute 

Regulation Act, 1940. As I have already referred to in inv budget 
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speech that this expenditure seems to me to be not only very higrh but 
monstrous, I do not understand how this iigure cun at all be arrived 
at. I claim to have expert knowledge in this connection. I say that 
the estimate of cost oi jt*te regulation is n^onstrously extravagant. The 
Total cost of the stalf employed for restriction of jute last year was 
Rs. lakhs of which cost of preparation of records was Hs. 10 lakhs 
and that of regulation was Rs. 10 lakhs and 88 thousand. For the 
next year Rs. 22 lakhs was budgeted for an<l another Rs. 10 lakhs have 
been ])rovided for in the Su])pleinentarv Rudget. 

Tf the regulation could he made in the ])rcvious \ear with only ten 
lakhs I do not see how Rs. d2 lakhs should he re()uir(‘d in the ])res(*nt 
year, only for regulation. There was no record ot rights ])reparat ion 
this .\ear, that it should have coM so much. I see that last ytuir the 
regulation was made tor three months (»nly I ha I is from danuary to 
March, and that is tlu* time \\hen licences have to he issued for jute. 
After that the licensing staff is not at all nec(‘ssary. This staff should 
therefore he done away with for the next nint‘ months ami th(‘ only 
staff that should he retained is perhaps the lns])ectors and Suh- 
Ins])ectors f(»r finding out if tniyhody had grown an\ jute on an\ area 
that had not hetui licensed And 1 am defifute that un(h*r this head as 
much as ten lakhs (‘ould be easily sjived. Sir, 1 am prepared to offer 
my services to tin* llonT)W Minister in charge of tin* Agriculture 
l)ei)artment and 1 am definite that J can bring down the charg(‘s by 
ten lakhs, if 1 am asked io work the actual details of the budgtM under 
this head. So, I lepeat that this charge is very extravagant and on 
the face of it quite monstrous. Of cour.se, I {|uite agree that it cannot 
be prevented this >ear as the expenditure has been incurred. Rut f(u- 
the next year at least it should be and <'an be prevented. Sir, oiu‘ 
thing that 1 may mention in tfcis connection i^ that in sjdte of this 
heavy expenditure on jute restriction the department is not being run 
as efficiently as one would wish. An Amending Act was j>assed for 
correction of mistakes in the record of rights and in that Amending 
Act the lime given was one >ear for correction of the mistakes from 
the date of the dis]K)sal ot tin* objection.s of tie previous year. Rut, 
Sir, (jrovernment made an inordinati* (bday in giving effect to this 
Amending Act, and they also took a long tiim* in framing rules under 
the Act, with the result tiiat the actual cultivators got only two or 
three months’ time for correction of their records, and during this time 
also they (*ould not on account of their poverty and ignoruma* also 
])rof‘ure court-fee stamj)s neceNsar\ for filing (d)jer'tions, and to mv 
knowledge, Sir, I ma\ say that tlje court-lees of four annas value were 
selling for eigltt annas and in some ca.ses for one rupee even for filing 
objections under the Jute Regulation Act for correction of records. 
Sir, J know that even 8(1 per cent, of the mistakes have not been 
corrected yet and a larg# number of mi.stakes are still to be found in 
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the record of rights. Therefore it is only fit and proper that Govern- 
ment sliould give the poor tenants time by executive order at least for 
correction of records. The Collectors have got under the Act the 
power to correct the jute re 9 iard any time on their own initiative, so if 
the Government finds any difficulty in ordering correction under execu- 
tive orders, they can ask the Collectors to find out the mistakes ^in the 
record and set right the mistakes that come to their knowledge. This 
will be only fair to the agriculturists in whose interests this Jute 
Restriction Act has been passed. 

1 now come to the supplementary estimates, under the head “Indus- 
tries — Cinchona”. Quinine has, been purchased to a very large extent. 
All this is very good but I think our requirements of quinine could be 
considerably decreased if we could give sufficient income to our people. 
Sir, malnutrition is the real cause of most of our diseases. T .^lave 
been in many malarious districts and that for a long time and 1 know 
by experience that if the poor people could get ’proper nutrition they 
would not suffer from malaria and other diseases. So, Sir, all that 
they recjuire is proper food and income with which to purchase the 
former. If this is done, then a good deal of money that is now spent 
on malaria medicines and the Medical Department could be saved. 
Therefore I would ask the Hon’ble Minister to keep this in mind while 
preparing his next yearns budget. 

1 now come to “Famine Relief”. For “Famine Relief” the allot- 
ment asked for is Rs. 27,71,000. This is a very heavy amount. The 
ordinary precautionary provision under this head is Rs. 2 laklis and 
it is said that the excess is due to widespread distress caused by floods, 
drought and cyclone in a large number of districts. But this is not 
entirely true. There are other cauvses also of which the Hon’ble 
Ministers ought to he cognizant, so tli#t they may be on their guard in 
allotting adequate amount of money under this head in future years. 
One of the chief causes is the economic condition of the tenantry of 
Bengal. What is the economic condition of the tenants of Bengal? 
The root cause of distress is that their poor average income. Accord- 
ing to the Floud Commission Report the value of all crops for the 
agricultural population per head in Bengal is Rs. 43 and it is 
mentioned on page 83 of that report that the cost of cultivation is one- 
third. So if we deduct one-third, the average income of a cultivator 
is only Rs. 29 per head and if we remove the better class, about 20 'per 
cent., who are better off, then the balance 80 per cent, population have 
only Rs. 18 to 20 per head as income. Our people are half-starved: 
they have no vitality and thus become easy prey to famine and 
distress. The famine condition prevails because already they are half- 
starved. So in view of this and also in view of another factor, that is 
the restriction on jute cultivation which has adversely affected the 
landless labourers, their condition is precarcous. The restriction on 
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jute has very adversely affected the labour population of the province. 
The total area under jute in Bengal is 49-38 lakhs acres, say about 
60 lakhs acres in Bengal. Last year, of th'*’: 10 and odd lakhs, about 
one-third was allowed to be used for jute cultivation and nearly 33 
lakhs acres of jute land was released froin^^ute. What was the result? 
The result was that the restri(‘ted cultivation of jute very adversely 
affectetl the labf)ur })opulation who used to get Bs. 2-) per acre, whereas 
foT paddy lands the labour i>opulation get only Rs. ;> per acre: the 
result is that they lost Rs. 20 per acre. Thus it will be seen that W’e 
have deprived the labour population of Bengal by jute lestriction, to 
the extent of Rs. 0-00 crores. Even taking into account that some of 
the labourers cultivate their land themselves, at least b (‘nnes have 
been refused to the labour population of Bengal on accouiit of this jute 
regulation. This is one of the causes of widespread distress throughout 
the province. I come fiom a place where famine relitd operations are 
still going on and about Rs. 10 lakhs have been s]K‘iit on lelief and I 
may tell the House that the chief cause of distress is the jute it'gula- 
tion and the distress is acutest among the labouring (dasses. The labour 
population had to be given gratuitious relief, becausi* (io\ eminent 
could not give them work during the rains. (lovernment should be 
wide awake of this factor. When they are regulating jute the\ slouild 
make large jirovision for tin* labour population who have been hard- 
hit on account of th(' jute regulation sclieme. 

Then, Sir, under the head “Miscellaneous” 1 find that Rs. 1,77,000 
has been' asked on account of Dacca communal riot gratuitious ndief. 
Sir. to this T have no objection but 1 have one obsm’vation to make in 
this connection and it is tliat th(‘ best way to prevtmt th(*<e communal 
riots is by censoring the newsj)apers of both communities, Hindus and 
Muslims, and by establishing a Board of Jlindu and Muslim Leaders 
who would advise from time to t4me both the Muhammadan newspaper 
and the Hindu new'spaper editors to be very mild in tlndi’ remaiks and 
in their observations, and not to criticise in such a manner as to rourjO 
communal passion of any side. I think, Sir. if anybody is resjionsiide 
it is these newspaper remarks which have been res])onsible to a very 
great extent for rousing communal hatred between the two communi- 
ties. Sir, Government will do well to think w'hether an Advisory 
Board or a Censoring Board of non-officials should not be established 
in order to see that the newspapers do help the communities in main- 
taining communal harmony and communal order. As regards extra- 
ordinary charges, Sir, 1 find that a very heavy amount has been charged 
for but yet I have not got very much to say against it. But the only 
thing I can suggest is that a good deal of expenditure could perhaps be 
fiaved if the civil offices could be removed — and there is yet time for 
them to be removed from the town of Calcutta to the mofussil centres — 
as they have been done and being done in Madras. In Madras they 
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have already started removing their civil offices to mofiissil centres. 
Sir, just after an i^rial raid it becomes very difficult to evacuate — not 
only difficult but also costly and instead ^of that it will be much better 
for thee* Government to think of it beforehand and to remove their 
offices from now in which c^e there will be no dislocation of work at 
a later stage and the cost also will be much less and this will surely 
obviate the danger of suddenly being faced with the problem of finding 
evacuation centres in the mofussil in case of an actual air-raid. 

Sir, the last but the most important item is the advances to culti- 
valors. For this, Sir, 1 crore lb lakhs was given this year. Of course 
it was very generous on the part of Government to have so liberally 
come to the rescue of the cultivators. But, Sir, Government should 
know' that this is not the only year in which such a large amount has 
been reciuired ibecause agricultural credit has already died in the 
mofussil area and Government w'ill not only have to provide such sums 
in future but they will have to increase their allotment gradually from 
year to year. Eventually they w’ill find that 5 ‘or (> crores w'ill be 
recjuired as temporary loans to the cultivators and a large part of it 
perhaps they wnll have to write off from time to time as irrecoverable 
know’ing as they do the condition of the agri(‘ulturists. Sir, as one 
coming from a distressed part I know" that subsistence loan has been 
given not only to small agriculturists but even to labourers w’ho cannot 
possibly pay back this loan. (Government w’ill have to WTite off such 
loans. The allotment under “Loan” should be more than 1 crore IG 
lakhs in future. Unless Goveivnment thinks immediately of establish- 
ing agricultural banks in every thaiui (jovernment will find itself faced 
w"ith great difficulties in meeting the agricultural credit problem. By 
giving loans of one crore IG lakhs only they wull not be able to main- 
tain the poor agriculturists. This is not the special year of distress 
as the Government apparently seems^.j;o think. Every year they will 
find -that the demand increasing and they should be prepared from 
beforehand to meet it in time. 

Sir, the only (»ther general remark I wusli to make before conclud- 
ing my speecli is this. Sir, I have made some constructive suggestions 
as to how’ money could be saved and as to how" money could be usefully 
utilized. Sir, the money which can be saved even now I say from 
under the head “Jute Restriction” may be about 10 lakhs minimum 
and this could be very usefully utilized for the agricultural and indus- 
trial development of the country which is the problem of all problems. 
Agriculture and Industries are the only departments which can 
increase the wealth of the country and unless and until you increase 
the w'ealth of the country you cannot solve the great economic problem 
and it wdll be for the Government, Sir, especially in this time, to give 
an incentive to agriculture and industry by introducing comprehensive 
schemes of industrial and agricultural development of the country. 
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But, Sir, I am surprised to find that in spite of the assurance given 
the Hon ble Finance Minister The other day that even during war 
time not only there will be^ no relaxation of efforts for industrial and 
agricultural development but as a matter of fact it will be ifttensified, 
when I moved a very modest proposal of giving business training in 
industry, to department ally trained young men of this province in 
^industry by Government,— that proposal was vetoed and turned down 
by the Hon ’ble Minister and the party in power. That is very dis- 
couraging and T never expetded that it would be so. Altliough we are 
in the Opposition we will be wholeheartedly su])i)orting ev(‘ry scheme 
which would likely solve the economie problem of the country, we would 
not only support, but as a matter of faid we have bt‘en hammering all 
these years on the previous Government and we will be doing so to this 
Government also for doing their best for increasing the income of the 
people and for solving the economic pr(d)lcm and w«* hope that they 
will find that we are not only co-oj)erating with them but we are really 
insisting on them to do something for the economi(‘ salvation (»f our 
country. . ^ 

With these words, Sir, 1 resume my seat. 

Mfi HUMAYUN KABIRs Sir, in discusvsing the budget this year 
I said that we were in a difficult position, for we were criticising the 
Finance Minister for holding somehody else’s baby. To-day, I think, 
the position is worse, for even the baby does not exist. In a way, it 
is a post-mortem examination of a ghost, for the money, as was 
pointed out by the honourable member who has just sat down, has 
already been s])ent and s})ent at the instance and initiative of a 
Ministry which is now defunct. Therefore, Sir, the criticisms which 
we offer on this Supplementary Budget are meant not so much as 
criticisms of that budget as cTmstructive suggestions in resjns't of the 
budgets to be presented before us in future. The remarks we want to 
make are for that reason not directed against this budget. We 
would, however, like the Hon’ble Mini.ster to keej> in mind these 
criticisms and remarks in framing his proposals for next year and in 
administering the funds which are being granted this year. At the 
outset, I would thank the Hon’ble Financ'e Minister for his assurance 
given on the occasion of the general discussion of the budget. He has 
said that he would look into the working of the (Jivil Secretariat and 
find out whether there is any duplication in some of the items and 
actual w^astage of public money can be prevented. Well, there have 
been pointed references to such wa.stage of public money by the 
honourable member who has just spoken. I believe that Government 
have under examination the scheme of jute regulation and when they 
do so, they will take into consideration the remarks of the honourable 
member who has just ^spoken regarding the saving of Rg. 10 lakhs 
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every year. I generally agree with him and believe that further 
economy is possible. ’ I will go further and say that it is possible to 
effect even a greater saving. If one aniiu is appointed for each of 
the 3,000 unions where jute is cultivated and other officers are employ- 
ed for 3 to G months a year for inspection and control, the expenditure 
for the department can be greatly cut down. One scheme estimates 
that the cost of jute regulation should not exceed eight to ten lal:hs, 
but even if we double this figure, there would be a net saving of almost' 
twenty lakhs. 

With regard 1o the question of the loss, the net loss, suffered by 
cultivators and labourers of about six crores of rupees, to which 
reference has been made, 1 confess that I liave some difficulty in 
acu-epting this figure. Though it is undoubtedly true from one point 
of view that labourers have actually suffered a loss, still from another 
point of view a good deal of money has come to them in the shape of 
increases in the price of jute. For the jute pri(V‘s sometimes went 
down to^s low a figure as Bs. 2-8 before the war, but as soon as the 
war broke out the prices went uji. The price of jute for the last year 
too was in the neighbourhood of about Its. 10. If we take into account 
the amount of jute produced in the i»rovince and the increase in price 
which is at any rate partially attributable io the jute restriction 
scheme, 1 think that the statement about the loss of six crores by 
, labourers will not be found tenable. However, I quite agree that the 
whole tiling should be examined by (Government. (loveniment should 
consider with sympathy the stiggestions made by the Leader ‘‘of the 
Op])osition as *10 bow far the question of unemployment of agricul- 
tural labourers as a result of jute regulation can be tackled. Here, 
Sir, 1 find myslf faced with another difficulty. We shall have very 
little imports of food from outside this province and therefore we 
must make provision for our food as beifi- as we can, by jiroducing our 
requirements in the province itself. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, my 
point was ijuit this six crores of rupees was .entirely lost to the 
labourers. Tlie labourers do not get the benefit of any rise in the price 
of jute at all. I am not against jute regulation but I am saying that 
the jute-growers may have benefited by this rise in price but the 
la/bourers have not got the slightest benefit out of it; on the contrary, 
they have been hard hit by it and Government ought to do something 
to help them. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRs I quite see the difficulty and that is 
why I have submitted that Government should examine the whole 
question, but I maintain that it will be a mistake to suggest that 
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labourers and cultivators can be classified into water-tig-ht compart- 
ments in Bengal. In many cases, some people work on their own land 
for a period of the year and ^at other time^ in work as labourers on the 
land of other people. Therefore the line is not very sharp; however, 
this will have to be eJtamined ve^y carefully by the (rovernmenl. 
Therefore, 1 think the interruption by the Leader of the Opposition is 
not Perhaps justified. 

With regard to the Dacca riots, 1 also endorse the remarks made 
by the honourable the Leader of the Opposition about writings in the 
newspajicrs. Sir, I have often felt tempted to suggest that there 
should be some sort of institute for the training of jouiaialists and no 
one, Muslim or Hindu, should be allowed to become a journalist — 
because a journalist has very great power both for good and for evil — 
until a Hindu has a knc^wledge of Muslim sentiments and beliefs ami 
a Muslim of Hindu beliefs and institutions, so that they may not write 
anything which could hurt the f(‘elings of memlxu's of the other com- 
munity. I think if will be conceded that in most (*ases the journalists 
do not write what they write because they want to give i offence, 
although that may happen in some rare cases. In most (uiseji 1 dare 
say it is due to ignorance, and 1 think it cannot be denied that there 
is colossal ignorance on the part of members of one community with 
regard to th(‘ culture of the other. Therefon*, if a sclimne on some 
such line ogn be worked out, — 1 do not qf cotfrse know how fur 
it will be practicable and relevant to the discussion of a su])])le- 
mentary budget — but if some smdi scheme ('an be carried out, I am 
sure it will be'to the general good of the province and the c(ninlry as 
a whole. 

Now J ('ome to the i)rovisions of the supplementar\ budget. The. 
main interest in tliis su})plementary budget lies in the e\i)enses for 
civil defence measures. Witl^ r(*gard to c.ivil defence., 1 want to 
mention certain specific points before taking uj) the broadei* Uhpect of 
policy and purjiose. I think the honourable members of this House 
know that about one thousand tailors were detained in Burma, Malaya 
and Singa])ore, and very few of them have returned. 1 am now told 
that only about 40 have come back to Calcutta. Tbeir families have 
no means of livelihood, (cannot scimething be done for theniy 1 was 
told by the Chainnan of the Port Commissioners, when 1 went to him 
in connection with a deputation on behalf of labour employed in the 
Port Commissioners’ areas, that people engaged in work which is 
directly or indirectly connected with war would be given compensa- 
tion in case of accidents, and if there were any casualties either by 
way of death, injury or imprisonment, their families would be given 
family pensions for maintenance, I would ask the Hon’ble Minister 
for Civil Defence to enquire if these provisions can be applied in the 
case of those tailors who have been confined outside India and who 
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cannot return to their homes and those families are now destitu-tes. 
I hope the Government will take into consideration the pitiable plight 
of the families of more than one thousand tailors who are faced with 
starvation in the literal sense of the term and examine the question 
of giving them such relief as they need. 

Another suggestion which Government might examine is to^ find 
out whether it is not possible to start co-operative concerns in order to 
give these families relief. There is nowadays a great demand for the 
supply of various articles of clothing, viz., unifornis and badges for 
war purposes. A large number of private firms in Calcutta are making 
large profits out of this war business. I would ask the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Department to see if he cannot 
give sonie relief to these tailors’ families through the organisation of 
co-operative societies which will give him work and also afford them 
market facdlities for the goods which they produce. 

Then, Sir, 1 would draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Commerce and Labour to the plight of the shop assistants. 
1 am now dealing with some points in detail and making certain 
8Uggestk)ii8 for the Hon’ble Minister’s consideration and reserve my 
general remarks for a later stage. As I was saying, on account of 
the blackout, it is very difficult for shop assistants to return to their 
homes after 9 o’clock at night. Honourable members of this House 
know tliat the shop assistants work till 9 o’clock, and can therefore 
return home only after 9 o’clock. Some of these poor men have to 
go 2 or d miles at that hour to reach their destination, and in the 
darkened condition of to-day, their difficulty in groping their way 
home can be easily imagined. I would ask the Hon’ble Minister to 
consider whether the hours of work in shops cannot be advanced 
during the duration of this crisis. 

Then, Sir, I want to refer to the i/ages of these shop assistants. 
The average wage of a shop assistant is perhaps Ks. 15 per month. 
Every one can understand that with the high prices prevailing at 
present a wage of Rs. 15 is hardly adequate for them, especially those 
living in towns. I would request the Hon’ble Minister to see if some 
steps can be. taken to give these poor men some relief in the shape of war 
bonus or some such allowances. With regard to the wages of a indus- 
trial labourer, the Government of India and the Government of 
Bengal are dealing with the question directly. I would ask the 
Government to extend the same sympathy to the shop assistants. 
Then, Sir, 1 may draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the 
fact that a large number of shop assistants have been dismissed with- 
out adequate notice or compensation. In certain cases, although the 
owners have temporarily closed their business concerns, the premises 
are there and they are paying the rent of the premises, hut no wages 
to their employees. On account of the temporary suspension of 
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business, the shop assistants have been dismissed and thus plaeed in 
great difficulty. Of course the ^present Oovernment, as a popular 
Government with modern jdeas, of the duties of a Government, should 
have responsibility for the welfare of the citizens. I liope the 
Government will look®into the matter and see what relief t‘an be given 
to the shop assistants. 

Next, Sir, I come to the question of civil (hdem'e. Here 1 ^hollld 
like to repeat what I said to the Hon’ble Financt* Minister when 
discussing the next year's budget. I refer again to tlu* (^ivil Secre- 
tariat and may ho})e that he will examine the constitution of the 
Civil Secretariat with a view to (‘urtailment. Similarly, cai(*ful 
scrutiny should be made in regard to the officers of the Civil Defence 
Department. We all know that the Hon'ble Mr. Hasu who lias been 
placed in charge of this department, is one ol the ablest and most 
energetit' of our Ministers. At the same time the burden imposed on 
him is too heavy. He is Minister in charge of Local Self-<ioverii- 
nient and Public Health which in itself is a very heavy portfidio. 
In addition to this he has been placed in (diarge of the Civil Defence 
Co-ordination. T think it is not fair to Mr. Hasu to ask Inhn te 
undertake such a serious responsibility 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order. Sir. Is it 
permissible for a member to make such general remarks when disimss- 
ing the Supplementary Budget? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have allowed a little latitude to the honourable 
member. Strictly construed, the scope of debate on a Supplementary 
Budget is very limited. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIFte Sir, because the larg-est item in the 
Supplementary Budget is in respect of the Civil Defence Dejiart merits 
I thought I might be permitted to make some remarks about civil 
defence and air-raid precautions, and about the officials employed in 
this department. They come directly under the amount of money 
which is spent for the Civil Defence Department, and jny contention 
was. Sir, that there has been a duplicate of offices and not only 
duplication of offices but also a lack of sufficient co-ordination. As far 
as I »can make out, there are half a dozen l.C.S. men in the A.R.P* 
Department proper. These half a dozen men — well, one does not really 
know what they are doing. Besides this half a dozen, there are another 
4 or 5 who have been taken in the Local Self4Iovernment Department 
and in various other departments. In some cases, the anomalous 
position has been created that the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Defence 
Co-ordination is not the Minister to control these officers. For example, 
we find there is an i.C.S. officer who is the Civil Defence Director and 
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he has also a Personal Assistant who is again from the I.C.S. an^L 
both of them are in the Home Department. Now, Sir, in addition to 
the men in the A.R.P. proper and these two Civil Defence Directors, 
there is an Additional Secretary to the Local Self-Government 
Department for civil defence purposes and in addition another liaison 
officer. In all, Sir, I gather there will be a dozen I.C.S. officers in 
the Defenc>e Department and the work of these different officers has tot 
been sufficiently demarcated. As I have said, the Director for Civil 
Defence is under the Home Department and not under the Minister for 
Civil Defence. Again, Sir, the Civic Guards have been placed under 
an Indian Police Service man and he also is not under the Civil 
Defence Department. He is again controlled hy the Home Depart- 
ment. 

The whole position ought to be examined, and I hope that the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister will do so himself. He promised that he would 
go into the working of the Secretariat hut I would request him to 
extend his scrutiny also to this department. As laymen, without claim- 
ing expert knowledge of the operations of the Civil Secretariat, it 
seems to us that there is duplication of offi(‘ers. A very large number 
of people do not seem to have any definite work to do. I am in this 
connection reminded of what Mr. Wordsworth, who was my teacher 
and I think also the teacher of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, once 
told us. He told us that in the Civil Secretariat, files have a knack of 
attracting other files. Like snow balls which, as they roll on, gather 
continually more snow till ultimately the original snow ball is almost 
lost sigdit of, files in the Secretariat also continually increase. In the 
Secretariat also, once a file starts one never knows when or wdiere it is 
going to stop. Mr. AVordsw^orth also said, — I do not know how far this 
was meant as a joke or how far this was meant seriously, — it was his 
practice to liave a spring cleaning of file|^ once every April, get hold 
of files and burn them and he said that neither the Civil Secretariat 
nor any of the officers grew the wiser because the files were burnt! I 
hope that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister will look into the matter. 
With his penchant for economy and his capacity of coming to the core 
of the matter in a short and brief manner, he will find that there is 
room for economy in the Civil Secretariat. Of course so long as the 
Indian Civil Service officers frame the budget, this cannot happen. 
Nobody wants to dismiss himself. If the appointing authorities and 
the officers appointed are identical, it is natural that they should 
create sinecures. That is why we find that in the Civil Secretariat, 
where the whole machinery depends on the Indian Civil Service they 
are never loathe in helping one another to the loaves and fishes of 
office. 

But to return to the Civil Defence Department. As a result of the 
lack of co-ordination to which I have referred and as a result of the 
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very large number of I.C.S. officers, the department suffers. Some of 
them may be efficient but^all of them ‘^re not so. This is a question 
which I hope the Hon’ble Minister will look into. Well, Sir, on 
account of these facts and on account of the wrong distribution of 
duties, the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Defence is overburdened with 
W(^k. I have myself seen him labouring from early morning till late 
' midnight. There has therefore been unsatisfactory arrangements with 
regard to the distribution of A.R.P. facilities in the province. I 
referred on a previous occasion. Sir, to the distributioii*of slit trenches 
in this city. One honourable member was pleased to contest what I 
had stated with regard to the large number of slit trenches in llu* Lake 
area. I think he had left his spectacles or jicrliajis his vision behind 
when he came here. As a nominated member, lie perhaps felt that 
there should not be any remarks against anything which is done by 
officials. 

Well, Sir, an^ one who goes along Kidderpore Hoad in the muidan 
area will find that a large number of slit trenches have been dug tliere. 
Up to the Esplanade, there are many slit tremdies but there are not 
sufficient facilities near the tram terminus. I ,ain grateful to the 
Hon’ble Minister for Civil Defence that after my remarks and some of 
the questions of which I have given notice, work has been started in the 
market and hustee areas. We feel, however, that these slit trenches 
would have been dug without outside pressure and on the initiative of 
the Hon ’hie Minister for Civil Defence himself if he had enough time to 
attend to this portfolio exclusively. I would also ask the Ilon’ble 
Minister to consider whether slit trenches cannot be dug in Harrison 
Road, Upper Circular Road and such other congested parts of Calcutta 
where the population is far greater than the muid<iv area or the Ijake 
area. He is overworked anfj^ it is my belief, and 1 think J shall be 
supported by most of the members of this House, that (,*ivil defence 
ought to be an entirely separate portfolio under the charge of one 
Hon’ble Minister who will look into the different civil defence measures. 
I believe to-morrow will be devoted to the discussion of the civil 
defence question. If that is so, I shall reserve my remarks with regard 
to the general policy of these civil defence measures. May 1 ask you, 
Sir, whether to-morrow is going to be devoted for this purpose? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr« HUMAYUN KABIR: In that event, I shall not touch on that 
point any further. 

I shall conclude with a request to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
to apply his axe unflinchingly to the different departments of the Civil 
Secretariat, and see how far retrenchment is possible in the various 
departments. He hat himself stated in his budget speech that in the 
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nation-building departments, money is spent in order to improve tbe 
morale of tbe people, — and raise tbeir material and mental condition, — 
and there should be no retrenchmeht in these departments. I concede 
that there should not be any parsimony in spending money for keeping 
the administration going but where it is meant only for keeping the 
bureaucratic Government well-oiled, I hope the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister will cut down expenditure ruthlessly. 

Mr. NUR /tHMED: Mr. President, Sir, with your permission, I 
wish to make a few remarks on the Supplementary Estimates presented 
to tliis House this year. I tliink this is the biggest supplementary 
budget ever presented to this House, for the total amount is 
Rs. 2,79,44,000 of which about 19 lakhs is absorbed by Loans and 
Advances. Sir, the Ministry deserves thanks for this huge amount of 
Loans and Advances given to the agriculturists, because it is an 
admitted fact that these agriculturists had been very hard hit this 
year. Owing to the introduction of some Acts and other e(?onoinic 
causes, the rural credit has dried up. But the method which is follow^ed 
in distributing theses loans and advances is, I think, faulty, (bop 
loans are advanced through provincial banks, i.e., central banks, and 
loans to agriculturists are distributed by Circle Officers. It is found 
often that real needy persons cannot get relief as the number of the 
crop societies or agricultural societies . are very few and these loans 
cannot be distributed eveii-handedly throughout all the districts and 
villages of Bengal. My submission, therefore, is that in fufure it 
should be the policy of Government to have a well-planned programme 
as regards the distribution of these loans. 

The second largest item, which consists of a sum of 70 lakhs, is 
absorbed under the head “Extraordinary *Ch urges”, that is, regarding 
civil defence measures. Much has been said about this item in this 
House. So, I do not like to dwell at any length on this charge but 
J should like to say only one tluiig. Out of 70 lakhs, a sum of 
Us. bOblOO has l)ccn allotted for the scheme in mofussil areas. It 
appears tliat aboul tow^ns have gone in under the civil defence scheme 
and one of these ti>wms is the towui of Chittagong. The town of Chitta- 
gong is in imminent danger but the expenditure provided for this 
town is very small. 1 find from the schemes that have been sanctioned 
that the t(»tal amount has not been more than one lakh. Therefore, 
when C^hittagong is in such imminent danger 1 hope that the Ministry 
will allot further funds to it, to be augmented later on by the district 
authorities. As regards the amount for famine distribution, my humble 
submission is: that this sum should be profitably expended on produc- 
tive works. Then, again, I find that a very large amount, namely, 
of 1 1 lakhs, lias been spent on gratuitous relief. Of course, I am 
aw^are that the circumstances were very abnormal and the people 
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required immediate help and Government had to concede to the demand 
of the people. There is another item, a .very big; item, of 12 lakhs 
'28 thousand under the head ^Police”.' I find that the oripriiial budp:et 
provided tor a Sum of 2» crores 38 lakhs for this depart ment; so that 
with this additional sum tlie total demand under ‘^Police” has rome 
up t(\ about 2 crores ot) lakhs; or in other words, it amounts to about 
qne-tifth of the total iiK'ome ot the province of Peiip:al. Of courst*, 1 
am quite aware of tlie fact that emergent (‘onditions prevail at the 
present moment, but in spite of that it cannot be gainsaid that the 
expenditure on the Polic'e Department is growing u]) in spite of the 
cry from all sides of the House to rediu*e it. Then, there is aiiotlier 
item under the head “Appointment ot Police Sergt'anis" in (hdcntta. 
From a rei)ly given to a question in this House on this subject it a])j)ears 
that as yet no Bengalee sergeant ha> i‘ver been aj»j)ointed t(» this post. 
Therefore, my humble submission is tliat Bengalees should hv a])j>oint(‘d 
to this i){)st. Only^a sum of about ten lakhs conn‘s undcn- “Agricul- 
ture", that is, for ex])enditure for regulation ol jute. Sir, the oi'iginal 
allotment under this head was about 22 lakhs but with this additional 
requisition it will come to about 32 lakhs. 1 do not objecd to mone,\ 
being exjiended on the regulation of jute, but 1 wish to apjn‘al to the 
Hon'ble Minister to go into the s(dieme very carefully and thoroughly 
and see whetlier any reduction cannot be made in it. it api)ears that 
expenditure on this head is goingf up ev^ery year. As for jute restric- 
tion in (diittagong 1 can say that money spent in Chittagong for this 
puri)ose simpl,^ being wasted. In (3iittagoT\g verN little jute is 
grown but nevertheless T find that a huge staff is maintained for tliis 
purpose. We have seen that in a district where there is no cultivation 
of jute, still a huge sum of money is being wast(‘d on jute staff th(*re. 
Another item for criticism is “Jails and C\)nvict Settlements” for whicdi 
Rs. 8,73,000 has been asked. »This is also not at all pi‘aisewortlq\ . 
After the inauguration of responsible (lovernment the population of jails 
should have been reduced. On the contrary we find that this populatitn 
of jails is increasing and for that an additional sum is rei|uired. It 
wmuld have been better if the staff were reduced instead of Ixdng 
increased. It must be due to the large num])er of j)ersons being sent 
to jail even now, and prominent public men being restrained and ]mt 
in jail. 


Then, Sir, there is a sum of Rs. 3,2o,000 under the head “liund 
Revenue”. It appears that there was a mistake in pr(*[)aiirig the record 
of rights. As a result of that additional e.xpenditure has been 
incurred. There is nothing stated alumt who was lesponsible for tliis 
mistake and what steps have been taken against him. Tliere are also 
small matters in the budget about which 1 do not like to say anything. 
But one thing I wish to inform the Hou.se in this supplementary budget, 
there is a huge sum of gioney provided under the head “Emergency”. 
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Eo explanation al>out details of this emergency is to be found in^he 
explanatory notes. My* humble submission is that in future the mem- 
bers should be provided with more detailed explanatory notes so 
that the members will realise how the money is spent. Although under 
the present constilution very little power of control is given to ‘ the 
member#, still if you do not give the necessary explanation for increas- 
ing the budget figure we find it really very difficult to understand 
the budget and its implications. I dd not like to make any other 
observation except under the head “Industry — Cinchona”. I find that 
Us. 08,000 more has been provided for the purchase of stores, imple- 
ments in the cinchona factory. This is a matter which vitally concerns 
the public health of Bengal. In the budget Rs. 6 lakhs has been 
provided and this additional sum will nlake it Rs. 6,68,000. I think 
this is still inadequate. It is an admitted fact that in this province 
lakhs of people suffer from malaria 


Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. The honourable member is go- 
ing beside the point under discussion. He should now conclude his 
speech. 

Mti NUR AHMEDs All right. Sir. I think a much larger amount 
should be provided for cinchona. 

The Hon’ble Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I have 
listened with great attention to the speeches made this afternoon in 
this House with reference to the supplementary estimates for the year 
1941-42. My honourable friend Mr. Humayun Kabir referred in his 
inimitable way to the case of a baby. ^^Sir, the discussion of estimates 
in the Upper House probably reminds one of the baby in swaddling- 
clothes. 

Sir, my honourable friend the Leader of the Opposition has criticised 
three aspects of the Supplementary Budget Estimates under Grant 
Ne. II “Land Revenue”. First of all, h^ referred to the extra expendi- 
ture caused in the management of the Government Estates. The 
explanatory note there is quite sufiicient to convince hyn that in this 
case as a result of the suspension of the certificate procedure this extra 
commitment has been thrown on the Provincial Exchequer. 

Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Four years 
ago it was suspended. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: True, but my 
honourable friend the Leader of the Opposition has not forgotten the 
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bpe*i'ation of the law oi limitation. Four years ago when the certi- 
ficate * procedure was first suspended, Uie law of limitation would not 
have retrospective operation* H lie ^subtracts three years from four 
years^ then he comes across the year 1941-42. In that year the. commit- 
ments were heavier than in jmst >ears and a sum o| Rs. 1,25,000 had 
to be ,requisitioi|ed originally for the purpose of covering the expendi- 
ture but this was found inadequate. This is a matter of mathematical 
calculatipn as well as legislative eft'ort. And eitlici’ the certificate pro- 
cedure has to be i)ut into operation or the law of limitation must be 
stamped out of the statnt(‘ hook; otherwise the exj)endilure is likely 
to be commensurate with legislative efforts. 


He next referred to the questinn of survey, settlement and record 
operations. The exira e\])enditure is due to a large number of factors 
and one of the iaclors is unforeseen complications. Sir, these 
unforeseen coin])lifations include na^yral (*alamities, ri.s major, over 
which humanity has not yet in this scientific* age obtained control. 
The district of Bakarganj is a storm> petrel of Bengal. It produces 
Prime Ministers, Home Minister’s, patriccts; it produces chars, the law 
of alluvion and diluvion, subinfeudatimi of a type unknown to any 
other land system in the world and sometimes causes mistakes in the 
matter of a cadastral survey. Sir, 1 am not very familiar with this 
district. My honourable friend, the Leader of the Dpjmsition, may 
be so. If this distric*t is erased from the map of the world, possibly 
the Government will not come forward with supplementary estimates 
wdth reference to survey, settlement and record operations. Sir, it is 
perfectly true that the* prcqiaration of the* lec’ord cd' rights is a compli- 
cated task and somc'times it presents all the aspects of a public nuisance; 
but it is a ])ublic nuisance of the* necessary type. My honourable friend 
the other da\ dealt with the* re])ort of the Floud Oommission and one 
of the pre-r(‘(iuisitc‘ preliminaries to the operation of the recommenda- 
tions of the Floud (himmiNsion is the j)reparation of a correct record 
of rights. It is peifc’ctly true. It is i)erlectly true that in this task 
of preparation of rt’cords, the Provincial Government meets only one- 
fourth of th(‘ t‘xj)endit lire. But it tlie Provincial Government is bur- 
dened with further exjiencliture, the Kxchecjuer will receive its income 
from out of tile tenantry of the jirovince. My honourable friend 
referred \o the ijuestion of famine relief. With his diagnosis I am in 
complete agreement, namely, that in a land like this where the condi- 
tion of the tenantry is almost in a subnormal level, you must have 
perpetual famine of a chronic type; but the remedy, Sir, which he 
proposes may not perha])s be better than the disease. It is true that 
in the budget normally a sum of lls. 2 lakhs was provided for meet- 
ing expenditure under this head last year. The natural calamities 
almost amounted to, national calamities and there were districts in 
East Bengal which were visited not only by cyclone but also by flood 
34 
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and in West Bengal drought ruined the prospect of a bumper ctop. 
On this head Ooverniiient was obliged to come to tlie rescue of the 
suffering humanity^ and therefore" a sum o!l! Rs. 2 lakhs had to come up 
to Rs. 27 lakhs. 

My honourable friend next neferried to the restrictions imposed 
upon jute (cultivation. My honourable friend Sir Bijoy Prasad is 
not present here. I am not an expert in the Department of Agriculture 
and Industry. If 1 were so, 1 would have certainly understood the 
sorrows of the jute cultivators but jute cultivation and the restriction 
of the regulation relating to its cuitivation did not necessarily depend 
upon factors which are either provincial or inter-provincial. But the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister will certainly, — he is here, — I cannot 
give an assurance on his behalf, — I presume, look into the matter very 
carefully. This is undoubtedly one of the most important problems 
which faces the province. ^ 

Then, my honourable friend referred to anothef (juestion — the ques- 
tion of the grant of gratuitous relief to the families of certain unfor- 
tunate evacuees or persons who have been lield down to territories which 
are now enemy territories. This is a problem whic h must engage the 
attention of the (Government. As to whether the (lovernment is able 
to help them under the present (Constitution Act of 1985 is another 
question ; but sometimes y<m have to trans(‘end beyond the narrow 
confines of a legislative measure and if that is possible, certainly that 
point will not only engage my attention as Minister of Revenue in 
charge of Evacuation but also that of the entire Ministry. 

As regards my honourable friend’s suggestion regarding removal of 
civil offices before an air-raid, well, the Hou’ble Minister of Co-ordi- 
nation and Civil Defence is not here, but the matter is certainly engag- 
ing his attention. ^ 

My honourable friend Mr. Humayun Kabir’s main criticisms were 
directed to the Civil Secretariat. The building, as he knows perfectly 
well, is a legacy from the days of Job (Uiarnock ; it was in existence 
before Writers came but to-day we witness a spectacle not of writers 
but of readers and letdurers. Mr. Kabir referring to our teacher 
Mr. Wordsworth was pleased to observe that in the opinnion of the 
latter the files in the Secretariat gathered momentum like snow balls 
till the original files could not be re(‘ognised. But, Mr. President, 
he is somewhat modest in his estimate. He ought to have called these 
snow balls or snow bells “dumb bells”. They have a tendency in a 
certain temperature to acquire strength, but in a hot climate and in the 
circumstances in which we have been placed, they might just as well 
melt. And if and when the melting point is reached, then we shall not 
be able to exactly realise or visualise what our 4 )osition is likely to 
be. My honourable friend also started the startling proposition that 
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noV>dy in the world wants to dismiss himself. Exactly so, Sir, but 
only except those who want to hid good-bye to the world. 

My honourable friend MLr. Nur Ahmrd made ^ reference to the 
distribution of Loans and Advances to the agriculturists by the agency 
of Circle Officers. The expression “Circle Officer'’ is mathematical 
but may not be practical. Put nowhere in his speech could I discern 
any constructive suggestion as to wdiat could be an alternative method 
of distribution of these Tioans and Advances, unless it could be argued 
with some show of reason that these Circle Officers should be replaced by 
some kind of non-official agency. Tki^t would bo some t^ori of practical 
proposition to which my attention could be drawn. Mr. Nur Ahmed 
also referred to (Miitiagong and said that it was in imminent danger. 
Sir, we all agree that it is so, but the imminence of tin* danger is not 
w^arded otf by his presence here. T am very sorry for the mistakes in 
the record of rights which w^as criticised very strongly by the Leader 
of the Opposition but he knows peidfectly well the proverb “to err is 
human, to forgive is legislative'’. Sir, the above are the criticisms 
that have been levelled against the department over which I hold 
charge. 

My honourable friend Mr. Humayun Kabir referred to the question 
of communal bitterness whicli w^as accentuated by newspaper propa- 
ganda. There ar(‘ news])apers w'hi(‘h looked at from this point of view 
may be supposed to be an evil. Put. Sir, the suppression of views is 
a greater evil, and unless the people recognise the position taken up 
by Frederick the (Ireat of Prussia three centuries ago, either news- 
papers should be supjiressed or the people should be o])pres8ed. Sir, 
Frederick tlie (Ireat was an aristocrat of aristocrats, a great military 
chief. On one occasion a ((‘rtain cartoon appeared on the walls of the 
streets of Berlin caricaturing him. Frederick the (ireat used to take 
riding exercises in the morningJ.hrough these stnnds. So, the following 
morning he went up to Ihe walls where the cartoon was hung. He got 
up on the back of his horse, took the cartoon down from a particular 
height, brought it down to the level of the eyes of the pedestrians and 
wTote a note, as history says, to this effect: “Beware of Frederic.k”. 
From the following day the carfoons ceased appearing. If the people 
criticised do not care for cartoons, their commercial value is lost. 

I have full sympathy with the observations of my honourable friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed that the explanatory notes might be fuller. The 
first breath of i>ublic- criticism, I agree, must be directed towards not 
reform but towards more publicity. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEEi Sir, as I 
explained on a previous day, the supplementary estimates for 1941-42 
do not represent the activities of the Ministry now in office. I listened 
with considerable attention to the observations made by the Leader of 
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the Opposition and some other members belon^in^^ to the OpposUion 
Group. Naturally, Sir, I have very liltle to say in support of the 
present state of affairs. The supplement^ary bud^^et should have been 
before the Legislature in due time. At any rate, the assuranee which 
was given by my predecessor that apart from any expenditure which 
may have to be incurred during an emergency, llie matter would ‘be 
placed before both Houses of Legislature in due course, should^ have 
been kept. I hope that so far as the present Ministry is concerned, 
in future there will not be a repetition of this character; but of course 
what I say is subject tf) this reservation that the emergency through 
which we are passing t-o-day may necessitate Government embarking 
upon some expenditure without previous reference to the Legislature. 
If such a contingency happens, at the first possible sitting of the Legis- 
lature thereafter, Government would come forward and place the matter 
before the House. As regards the detailed observations made by several 
members, I felt greatly attracted b\ them, and the remark which fell 
from the honourabh* Leader of the Opposition that lie can suggest to 
me a procedure by which 1 can save Us. 10 lakhs on the jute restriction 
scheme, is indeed attractive. He told me that his figures were ready 
and that if he were given a chance he would be able to do this. \ find 
he is busily engaged in writing something. I hope his scheme for 
saving 10 lakhs of rupees is being pre])ared and will be handed over t(» 
me by the time to-day’s sitting is over. Sir, I can give this assurance 
to my honourable friend the J^eader of the Opposition that J cordially 
invite him to give me any suggestions that he may be able to give 
and I shall consider it with all seriousness. 

Then, Sir, the question of unemployed labourers is a very large 
problem. I do not know, but I read somewhere that their number is 
30 lakhs. (Khan Bahadur Saiyej) MrAzzAMmuiN H()s\i>i: A(a*ording 
to the census it is lakhs.) These iS lakhs are latidless labourers. 
Obviously it would not be possible for me to indicate any scheme by 
means of which their problem (^n be solved. But that is a question 
which Government must bear in mind in connection wdth any proposal 
for restriction of jute. As regards the extraordinary charges on civil 
defence, to-morrow^ the House wdll have the opportunity of discussing 
civil defence questi(ui8 and 1 believe any member who desires any 
information on any particular point will be able to have it. 
Mr. Humayun Kabir raised the question about Mr. Santosh Kumar 
Basil being over-burdened with too much work. Sir, 1 think there is 
some misunderstanding on this point. There is no Minister for civil 
defence in this province. Mr. Basu is the Minister for Civil Defence 
Co-ordination. Mr. Humayun Kabir has suggested that it will be 
better if there is one Minister for Civil Defence and everything that 
is being done for civil defence should be kept u^idcr this Mini.ster. 
Mr. Kabir is perhaps aware that at one time some years ago during 
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tke war an attempt was made to coiiceiitrate most of the duties of 
civil defence in tlje hands of one Minister in li^nf^dand, but the problems 
which such a Minister had do deal with vi ere of such a majfuitude that 
it was im]H)ssible — 1 believe it was Sir -lorn Anderson, at one time he 
was asked to deal with this (piestion, — it was impossible for one Minister 
to dispose of all the important matters cominf»‘ within his purview. 
What is happening in our })rovince to-day is this. The important duties 
relating to civil defence, — when 1 say ci\il defence I use it in a broad 
sense including A.K.P., — are distributed amongst ditferent d(‘])artment8. 
A. R. P. is under the Home Department. .Mi‘(lical and Public Health 
Department deals with about 7o per (cnt. <if tlie work (d civil defence 
and that was the reasfui why Mr. Hasu was re(|U(‘st(*(l to take up the 
charge of co-ordinating tin* work between his deparlniiMit and th(‘ other 
departments. Some work is being diuu* in the Department of (hunmerce 
and Labour, for instance, the problem ol t«»od, control of pric^es. There 
are some (piesticms like the evacuation and ndief to the j)ersons affected 
after an air-raid ‘takes ])lace. Thes(* an* (jU(‘stions wdii<*h arc dealt 
w’ith in the Revenue De])artm(‘nt. It was thought that if th(‘re wuis one 
Minister who could be given wdde ])owers to co-ordinate the WH)rk wdiich 
w'as, being done by tin* different dej)artments, only then would it be 
l)ossible to provide for individual att(‘ntion being givt*n to all these 
important features of <*ivil d(‘fence. 1 <lo not think. Sir, therefore that 
Mr. Kabir's j)ro])osal to have one Minister tor (^’vil Defence at this 
stage and entrust everN thing to him is a practicable one. Hut 1 agree*, 
Sir, that there is room for greater co-ordination ami we an* doing all 
that is possible to secure such co-ordination. Of (’ourse*, as the* House 
is aware, the general jmlicy and the line* <d action were laid dow’n 
before we came into office*; the framework was thf‘re and wa* are taking 
all possible ste])s to secure such cJianges in the frain(‘Work w hich would 
lead to efficiency, speed and j^ogress. 1'here is om* matter in connec- 
tion with civil defence and that is the* amount of co-operation that 
Government is receiving from tin* public. iVow’, with regard to that 
question, Sir, on Saturday last there was a conf<*n!nc(* in this very 
place wdiich w'as attended by r(‘])r(*sentatives of all shades of public- 
opinion and an attemjit has been made* to establish a dc^finite link 
betw'cen the public and the (jovernm(*nt , whi( h we have* reason to believe 
wdll result in imjiroving the* jiresent situation consid(*rably. Mr. Nur 
Ahmed suggested that we have been negb*cting (Jhittagong. Well, 
it is not fair for him to make smdi a suggestion sinqily because the 
Supplementary Estimates do not say inufdi of Chittagong. The new 
situation which has arisen in Chittagong to wdiicdi he made reference has 
already received the close attention of the Government. The District 
Magistrate of Chittagong who was here last week-end received our full 
assurance of financial assistaru'e in enabling him to deal with the emer- 
gent situation tliaU faces that district. There wdll lie no que.stion of 
Government hesitating J;o spend money on Chittagong or on otli«r rural 
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areas which may be necessitated by actual events; but, of course, as* I 
emphasised the other day, the main point is that we should spend money 
for civil defence on danger zones. It is not expected that there will be 
rivalry between Calcutta and the rural areas. Areas which fall within the 
danger zones must unreservedly receive equal attention from the hands of 
the Government for the preservation of public interests. Among oJheV 
points which Mr. Kabir has raised one is about burning of files in 
March or April. Well, I do not think that he was suggesting that the 
new Finance Minister should try to deal with the problem in such 
an easy but dangerous manner. He raised the (piestion of tailors’ 
grant. He has a clever way of making things relevant which are 
otherwise irrelevant. He has raised the question of shop-keepers who 
suffer from the consequence of blach-out — of course black-out comes 
within the purview of civil defence. Now, Sir, it is true that there 
will be many departments wdiieh will suffer on a(‘eount of the disloca- 
tion due to the war. I do not say that Government has found it possible 
to alleviate the suffering of every section of the pnhfie, but it is trying 
to do all that it can possibly do. On this difficult occasion any helpful 
or constructive suggestion from any quarter w'ill he gratefully received 
by the Government. I do not think that there is anything more with 
regard to the details that need my observation. 

With regard to the question of relief, 1 know, Sir, --that this is not 
the best way of solving the ])nd)lem, hut si ill Goviu nmeni was faced 
with a very serious situation. There was this unpreet'dented havoc by 
flood and cyclone and if Government had not (‘ome forward with the offer 
of relief. Government would have been veiy strongly criticised by the 
same speakers who have describetl that the relief was t‘veu now inade- 
quate. As regards the method of distributing relief, I share the appre- 
hension expressed by the speaker that sometimes these doles are distri- 
buted in a manner which are not consistent with the actual needs of 
the people of the locality. In some cases attem|)ts hav been made to 
associate non-officials wuth the distribution of relief. If construc.tive 
suggestions are made by members in respect of this matter, that also 
will receive sympathetic consideration of Government. 


Programme of Business. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: For the infor- 
mation of honourable membi'rs (»f the House 1 may announce at this 
stage that to-morrow’s business will iindude, in the first place, the dis- 
cussion of (*ivil defence measures on a statement to be made by the 
Hon'ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, and in the second place, of course 
if there is time left, the discussion of any very ^urgent non-official 
business. 
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» Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: May 1 tbrouRli you, Mr. President, 
request tlie honourable the Leader of the House, to consider the 
advisability of j^iviiij? the *1101180 an opportunity of expressinjUf some 
opinion on the ex])e(*te^ Statement of Mr. ('liureliill P This is creating 
a good deal of interest, for nobody knows of wluit sort the announcement 
vdH be: it may be absolutely disappointing, or it may contain some 
^ satisfactory features, we (‘an not say as yet, but since the House will 
be in session till^o-morrow, if not till the day aftiu*, and the Statement 
is likely to be made to-day, 1 hope. Sir, you will allot us another day 
lor discussion of the Statement. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: T am afraid it 
is not possible to fix any day or date in a state (d‘ unctudainty . Of 
course, if the ex])ected Stabunent of the Prime Minister comes out 
to-day, then the House may have an op])ortunity of discussing it to- 
morrow. But 1 do not know that the time can be extended beyond 
to-morrow according to the programme of business arianged by (iovern- 
ment. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, cannot we have another day, say, 
Wednesday H 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: We can consider 
this point to-morrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Council stands adjourned till 2-45 to- 
morrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the JOth 
March, 1942. 



MEMBERS ABSENT. 


[9th March, 1942.] 


Members absent. 

The following? members were absent from tlie meeting beld on the 
9ib Mareh, 1942: — 

(1) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksli. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Kezza(|uJ Haider Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(5) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(()) Khan Bahadur Alliaj Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(7) Mr. R. VV. N. Ferguson. 

(8) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad (jhaziul Puq. 

(10) Khan Baliadur Muhainniad Asaf Khan. 

(11) Maulana MuhaTiimad Akram Klian. 

(12) Mr. W. B. (i. Laidlaw. 

(13) Sir T. Lamb. 

(14) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(lb) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(10) Dr. R. K. Mookerji. 

(17) Mr. T. B. Ninimo. 

(18) Mr. R. Pal Cliowdliury. 

(19) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahaman. 

(20) Mr. J. B. Ross. 

(21) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhur\ . 

(22) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(23) Rai Saliib J. M. Sen. 

(24) Sir B. P. Singh Roy. 

(25) Raja B. N. Sinha Bahadur. 


B. G. Presa-1942-43-1298A— 750. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session — No. 13. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 10th March, 1942, at 2-45 p.m., 
being the thirteenth day of the First Session, pursuant to section 
(}2(2){a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra) was in 
the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Srijukta Bimal Protibha Devi. 

119. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if Srijukta Bimal Protibha Devi w^as sentenced under the 
Defence of India Rules to one year’s simple imi)ris()nmeut 
and was classed in Division I ; 

(h) if she is being accorded the same treatment in the Presidency 
Jail as is allowed to Division I prisoners; 

(c) if the Division I prisoners can have their own diet, clothings, 

etc., from outside,^ and also newspapers, other than the 
Azad and the Statesman at their own cost ; 

(d) if it is a fact that some ordinary sweets supplied to her from 

outside by her sons at the time of interview , were refused by 
the authorities and her request to subscribe for other 
new'spapers w ere turned down ; 

(e) if she is suffering from intestinal ulcer and (cannot therefore 

take jail diet of rice or its substitute jail roti; and 

if) if on her repeated request to have the diet substituted by 
equivalent pieces of toasted bread and butter as also for 
extra cups of tea was refused by the authorities? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) She w’as sentenced to one year’s simple 
imprisonment and to pay a fine of Rs. 250 or in default further 6 
months’ simple imprisonment and was classed in Division I. 

35 
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(b) Yes. 

(c) The hon'ble member is referred to the provision in rules 1053, 
1054 and 1074 of the B. J. Code, Volume 1, a copy of which is in 
the library. Division I prisoners are supplied with the Statesmcm 
and the Nahajuga at Government cost. 

{(1) and (e) No. 

(/) No. On the other hand, besides the diet prescribed in the Jail 
Manual she was given certain extra diet. 

120. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

{a) if it is a fact that Srijukta Bimal Protibha Devi, a Division I 
prisoner now in the Presidency Jail, is segregated for all 
practical purposes ; 

{h) if it is a fact she is not allowed to stay outside her cell for 
more than 1 hour in the morning and 1 hour in the after- 
noon ; 

(r) if it is a fact that she is not allowed to talk with any fellow- 
prisoner even during these hours ; 

{d) if it is a fact that in the ward in which she is lodged are 
confined prisoners suffering from leprosy ; and 

(c) if these latter prisoners have been removed ; if so, when ; if 
not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) to {d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it ie not a fact that this question was put in 
July, 1941? 

The Hon>ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is long before I came 
into office in the new Ministry and I do not know. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased^i^to state when was this answer prepared? 

Th. Hon'bi. Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The answer was pre- 
pared later on. 
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121. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether the 
Government propose to afrange — 

(a) for Sreejukta* Bimal Protibha Devi to have proper company 
in jail and end this virtual segregation; 

(h) tor proper facilities as a Division I prisoner with regard to 
diet, clothings, interview with her sons and daughter and 
relations at the Presidency Jail under better conditions, 
and for censoring of correspondence, books, etc., without 
unreasonable delay ; and 

(c) for facilities to enable her to subscribe to Bengali or English 
newspapers other than the Azcid and the Siat^snum at her 
own cost? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) She has not been 
segregated. 

(h) and (c) She will be treated in this respect in accordance with 
the Jail Code, a copy of which is in the library and to which the 
hon’ble member is referred, unless her conduct renders her liable to 
the curtailment of any privilege as a disciplinary matter. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to make an enquiry about the case of this lady now in jail 
as to whether really she is put to all the inconveniences referred to in 
questions Nos. 120 and 121!'' 1 have been informed that she is still 
suffering from inconveniences which can be avoided. 

The Hon’ble Mf. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Very well, I will make 
enquiries. • 


Agricultural debt. 

23. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department be pleased to state — 

(а) what is the total estimated agricultural debt of Bengal; 

(б) what is the total annual or seasonal debts and the total long- 

standing debts; 

(c) what is the number of land mortgage banks so far established 

for tackling long-standing debts; 

(d) what is the aggregate capital of such banks; 

(e) what percentage of long-standing debts have been touched by 

existing banks; 
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(/) whether land mortgage bank allows loan to any agriculturist 
whose debt is more than half the total value of his assets; 
and • 

{g) at the present rate of progress made by the land mortgage 
banks, how many years the land mortgage banks are 
estimated to grapple the entire amount of long-standing 
debts of the agriculturists of the Province? 

MINISTER in charge af the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Hashem Ali Khan): (a) and {h) Accurate figures 
about these are not available. 

(c) Five. Another five will be set up soon. 

(d) Rs. 6*83 lakhs. 

(e) Vide answer to (h) above. 

(/) No loan is granted exceeding 50 per cent, of the market value 
of the land hypothecated and 75 per cent, of the total income derived 
from the land. 

(g) No estimate is possible at this stage. 


Flood in the Sabang thana. 

24. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR (on behalf of Rai Bahadur 
Manmatha Nath Bose): Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state if 
he is aware that the major portion of thana Sabang, in the Sadar 
subdivision of the district of Midnapore, is being inundated for three 
successive years (including this year) ^resulting in total failure of 
crops in that area? What steps have the Government taken or intend 
to take to prevent the recurrence of the inundation and consequent 
damage ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hashem Ali 
Khanp on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): Some 
unions of police-station Sabang lying to the north of the river 
Kaliaghye were affected by floods from the river as well as by local 
rainfall in 1939, 1940 and 1941. No information is available as regards 
the extent of damage to the crops in the affected areas. A scheme 
for widening and deepening the bed of the river Kaliaghye from Lan- 
golkota to Sewlipur has been sanctioned, but owing to certain legal 
difficulties involved in its execution, it has not yet been possible to 
take up the scheme. The matter is under examination by the legal 
advisers of Government. 
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Nagbari Union Board. 

25. Khan Sahib ABObL HAMID CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the I’ublic Health and Local Self- 
.Government Department be pleased to state — 

(i) if a resolution lias been passed by two-tliirds of the members 

of the Nagbari ITnion Board under Kalihati police-station in 
Tangail subdivision in the district of Myniensingh for the 
removal of the President of the said Union Board, at a 
special meeting held on the Ist June, 1941; 

(ii) if the Subdivi'sional Officer, Tangail, after due enquiry into 

the matter, forwarded the same resolution of the special 
meeting of the said Union Board supporting the recom- 
mendation for removal of the President ; 

(Hi) if the Chairman of the Mymensingh District Board has dis- 
regarded the suggestion of the Subdivisional Officer, Tangail, 
for taking action under section lb of the Bengal Village 
Self-Government Act, 1919, and has cancelled the order 
of the Vice-(ffiairman of the District Board to put up the 
papers at the next meeting of the District Board, and has 
shelved the file without putting it up before the District 
Board for necessary action ; 

(iv) whether the said action of the Chairman of the District 
Board of Mymensingh has created an impasse in the 
administration of the Union Board in (iuestion and has 
occasioned default in the performance of the duties imposed 
upon the Union Board, c.//., non-assessment for imposition 
of the union rate, non-payment of the dafadars and 
chaukidars and other establishment of the Union Board for 
a long time, non-execution of all works of public utility and 
has resulted in great inconvenience of the general public; 
and 

(r) if in view of the total deadlock in the administration of the 
Union Board, as stated above, the Circle Officer, Tangail, 
has threatened the Board with letter No. 741, dated the 5th 
September, 1941, addressed to the President of the said 
Union Board, with taking action under section 54 of the 
Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919? 

(h) If the answer to the above questions be in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action is proposed by 
the Government to be taken in the matter? 
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MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santoeh 
Kumar Baeu): {a){i) Yes. 

(ii) and (m) No enquiry haa been held by the Subdivisional Officer 
and no sugg^estion has been made by him. It, however, appears that* 
the Vice-Chairman of the District Board directed that the mat*ter 
might be considered at a meeting of the District Board, but the 
Chairman of the District Board obtained the President's explanation, 
from which it appeared that no notice of any requisition meeting had 
been served on the President, and that no special meeting of the 
members of the TTiiion Board had been held. A no-confidence resolu- 
tion was, however, passed against the President, but no action was 
then taken, as it did not come within the purview of section 16 of the 
Bengal Village Self-(TOvernment Act. Another no-confidence resolu- 
tion was passed against the President on the 4th November, 1941, and 
that is now under the consideration of the District Board, which has 
been reminded. 

{iv) and (i;) An impassee was created to a certain extent, as a 
result of which a tahsildar was appointed under section 54 of the Act. 

(b) (lovernineiit prefer to await the result of the action which the 
District Board are taking under section 16 of the Act. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister he pleased to state if any enquiry has been made to find out 
if notice for requisitioning a meeting had been sent to the President? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: Well, 1 am not 
aware of any such enquiry but I may consider the point and find it 
out. 


26. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: {a) Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the I^ublic Health and Local Self- 
Government Department be pleased to state — 

(V) if it is a fact that the President of the Nagbari Union Board 
in the district of Mymensingh is almost illiterate, his edu- 
cation not going beyond his capacity merely to put his 
signature with difficulty, and consequently he is absolutely 
incapable of checking the accounts of the Union Board; 

{ii) if it is a fact that the President is absolutely ignorant of the 
rules and procedure of business of Union Boards and thus 
he is quite incapable as President; 
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(m) if it is a fact that taking advantage of the illiteracy and 
ignorance of the President of the said Union Board, rate 
collectors of thef Union Board have on several occasions 
embezzled money of the Union Fund with impunity and 
the administration of the Union Board has hopelessly dete- 
riorated ; and 

{iv) if it is a fact that the said President does not call meetings 
of the Union Board though formally r(*t|ui8itioued by the 
members in the interest of good administration of the 
X^nion Board and is accordingly guilty of n<'gligence of duty 
and refusal to act? 

(h) If the answer to the above question be in the afiirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is in contemplation of 
the Government to take action under section 5G(7){a) of the Bengal 
Village Self-Government Act, ^919, to remove the President of the 
said ITnion Board from his offi(‘e both as President and as member? 
If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) He is not well-conversant w’ith the Rules. 

(lii) Such accusations were made and are being enquired into and 
a tahsildar has already been appointed under section 54 of the Bengal 
Village Self-Government Act. 

(iv) The allegations could not be substantiated. 

(b) An enquiry under section 16 of the Bengal Village Self- 
Government Act has already been taken up by the District Board, 
which has been asked to expedite it, and the question of taking action 
under section 56(I)(o) of the Act wdll be considered in due course. 


Gumti Embankment. 

27. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: (a) Will the llon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased 
to state whether he is aw^are that -since the inauguration of the present 
Legislatures, there has been a series of questions regarding the Gumti 
embankment in Tippera in both the Houses of the Legislature and 
that the Government once even drew up estimates for ‘‘Escapes^’ but 
subsequently abandoned the scheme in favour of removal of the 
embankment after survey? 

(6) If so, has that survey been completed? And what, in short, 
is the final recommend^ation therein? 
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(c) Do Government propose to take final decision on the Gnfiiti 
embankment question and carry it into execution without any further 
loss of time? * 

{d) Will the Hon’ble Minister please give an idea of the approxi- 
mate time within which execution of Government project in relatinn 
to the embankment is likely to be completed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN (on 
behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Shameuddin Ahmed): (a) Yes. 

(h) to {d) Yes, but no final recommendation has been made for the 
consideration of Government. The feasibility of the abandonment of 
the embankments is still under investigation of the departmental 
officers. The problem is a complex one, and it is not possible to 
specify a definite time-limit within which a practicable solution will 
be found. All possible steps are, however, being taken to expedite 
the matter. * 


Short-notioe question. 

The Hon’Mo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. Sir, when my friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed wanted to move an adjournment motion the other 
day, I promised to reply to any short-notice question that he might 
think proper to give notice of instead of moving that motion. I have 
got the answer to the short-notice question of which he gave notice. 
His question runs as follows; — 

(«) Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Home Department 
be pleased to state how many Moslems and how^ many Moslem students, 
have been arrested or detained from the beginning of the assumption 
of office by the present Ministry, for nigking demonstration or deliver- 
ing speeches against the present Ministry; and, if so, who are they? 

{h) Is it a fact that the District Magistrate of Noakhali issued a 
notice asking the people to join the reception to be given to the 
Hon^ble Ministers on the occasion of their visit to Noakhali and 
threatened to punish those who would make any demonstration against 
the Ministers? 

(c) Is it a fact that the said District Magistrate asked for explana* 
tion from some leading Moslem leaguers for staging demonstration 
against the Ministers? 

{d) Is it a fact that some Moslem students of the Feni College have 
been expelled and some have been deprived of their scholarships and 
stipends on the allegation of their taking part in the anti-Ministry 
demonstration at Feni? If so, what are the names of these boys? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Moslem officers such as Subdivisional Officer, 
Sadar, of Chittagong, District Magistrate of |Tessore, etc., have beam 
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tw.nsferred with a Tiew to post Hindu officers who are thoug'ht more 
safe for the interest of the Ministry? If not, why have they been 
transferred ? 

My reply to the above is as follows : (a) The information is not at 
present available bul is being collected. 

•(b) No; a copy of the notice referred to is placed on the library 
table. 

(c) So far as I know such an explanation was called from only one 
gentleman. 

(d) Sir, as regards this, I may tell for the information of the 
House that the boys have expressed regret, the strike has been called 
off and no action has been taken as they have been pardoned. 

(e) No ; the Sadar Subdivisional Officer, Chittagong, was replaced 
by a senior Moslem officer in the interest of public service. Mr. Khan, 
the District Magistrate, Jessore, was transferred in the chain of 
arrangements necessitated by the appointment of Mr. Hughes, District 
Magistrate of Mymensingh, as Labour Commissioner. 


QuMtions which still remain unanswered. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The following table gives the number of 
questions concerning the different departments of the Government 
pending for reply from December (1941) Session : Home Department — 
4; Finance Department — 2; Agriculture and Industries Department — 
8 ; Public Health and Ixical Self-Government Department — 1 ; Rduca- 
tion Department — 4; and the Revenue Department — 1; in all 15 
questions. 

The following table gives the numl>er of questions of the current 
session pending for reply : Home Department — 8 ; Agriculture and 
Industries Department — 1 ; Civil Defence Department — 7 ; Public 
Health and Local Self-Government Department — G; Education 
Department — 5; Revenue Department — 2; Judicial Department — 3; 
Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department — 2 ; Com- 
munications and Works Department — 1; totalling 35 questions. 


Point of Information. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, we have often drawn your atten- 
tion to the large number of questions which remain outstanding. In 
this session also we have the same story. W'e realise that this session 
specially has been a very difficult session for the new Ministry, but we 
hope that steps will be taken to see that there is no repetition of the 
same from session to session. This is one matter to which I want to 
draw your attention.^ 
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The second matter is in connection with the allowance of petrol to 
the members of the Legislature. I raised the matter once before and 
the Hon^ble the Finance Minister told us that nothing had been decided 
so far as the members of the Provincial Legislature were concerned, but 
promised to look into ^he matter and see if anything could be done. 

I am told that since then there have been some developments so 'far 
as the members of the Lower House are concerned. I would be obliged ' 
if he makes a statement as to whether the facilities given to the 
members of the Ix)wer House can be extended to the members of this 
House also. To-day is the 10th of the month and we have sat for 
more than 8 days, so it is time that we take advantage of the oft'er of 
some more petrol on account of our attendance to this House. 

Supply of additional quantity of petrol to members of the Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Chair was going to announce that it had 
received from Mr. A. D. Khan, i.c.s., the Provincial Petrol Kationing 
Authority, Bengal, a letter regarding petrol ration for the members 
of the liegislature during the sessions. The letter in paragraph three 
says, “for members of the l^egislative Council it will be convenient 
to allow them half a gallon per day for the days the Council sits, and 
as the number of such sittings is not likely to be large, this additional 
quantity suggested will not be very great, etc.^’ 

So it has now been decided that members of this House will get 
an extra half a gallon per day for attending the meetings of the 
Council. This letter was received in my office only late yesterday; 
but, how far it will help the meml>ers is not known seeing that we are 
going to prorogue to-day. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRA^ERTI: Will it not be re- 

trospective ? 

The Hon’ble Dr. SYAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE: No, Sir, it is 
not possible to give retrospective effect to this supply. So far as the 
Upper House is concerned, as it is going to be prorogued to-day, 
members will only liave one gallon 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Why one gallon, and 
not half a gallon, since the order reaches us only to-day? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMA PRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I passed 
orders yesterday and it will have effect from yesterday. 

Mr. J. B. R088: All right, let us have that one gallon or half 
a gallon. 
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*rhe Hon'Uo Dr. 8YAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE; Coupons for 
the purpose should be sent to the Secretary to the Council and one gallon 
extra petrol for these two days will be given to each member of the 
House. 

‘ ll]r. 8HRISH CHA'WDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Is this being done 

because the Council sessiuii is goinj^ to be prorogued to-day? 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: May 1 know, Sir, 
it all the iiieiiibers of tliis House will be entitled to this half a gallon 
per day? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE: Of course, 

only those who have got their cars will get this extra half a gallon. 


,Air Raid Precautiens measures. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now discuss the Air Raid 
Precaiition> nieasures of the (government. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I know if this will also 
include measures lor Civil Defence? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, what will be the procedure? Will 
tlie Hon’ble Minister in charge of (Jivil Defence first make a statement 
or is it expected that members will first open the discussion? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: We had expected that 
Sir Bijoy Pra>ad Singh Roy would be here to initiate the debate because 
it was mainly at liis request fhat this discussion has been arranged ; 
but he is not present in his place. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Perhaps it 
would be better if the Hon'ble Minister were to initiate the discus- 
sion; that would cut sliort the debate and al.so give us a clue to the 
plans of the Government. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Ur will the Hon’ble Minister simply 
reply to the debate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Sir, so far I am 

<joncerned, I was only asked to arrange a day and I have succeeded 
in getting a day allotted for this business. I think it is for the 
hon’ble members who are so anxious to find out the real position with 
regard to Civil Defence to address the House in the first instance. 
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Unfortunately, my friend, Major Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy/ is 
not in the House just now. I do not know, Sir, what procedure should 
be adopted, but I am entirely in the hands, of the House. 

Mr. HUMAYUM KABIR: In that case, Sir, 1 may be allowed 
to place some of my difficulties before the Hon’ble Minister, specially 
following upon the discussion that we had yesterday. You will remem- 
ber, Sir, that I paid my tribute to the energy and ability of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Basu, at the same time suggesting that it was, perhaps, 
too much to expect any one person to be able to deal with 
the question of Civil Defence in a comprehensive manner after attend- 
ing to the problems of the heavy department of Local Self- 
Government. The Hon’ble Finance Minister was pleased to reply 
yesterday to the effect that experience in England suggests that one 
Civil Defence Minister is not adequate, that the same experiment was 
tried in England of placing the whole thing in charge of one Minister 
but because that plan did not succeed, the work was later on distri- 
buted among different persons. 

But I would submit very respectfully that his analogy does not 
hold. I do not know what exactly i« the source of information of the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister; it is true that at first Sir John Anderson 
was appointed Home Secretary and was placed in (diarge of the Civil 
Defence in England. I may say in passing that there cannot be Civil 
Defence without military defence behind it. The failure in England, 
however, was not on account of the fact that the whole department 
was placed in charge of one individual, but on account of defect in 
the character and temperament of the individual concerned. It was 
found that Sir John Anderson with bureaucratic methods which have 
been successful in India, could not carry on the administration in 
England. Feeling against him grew so strong that he had to be 
removed and the department was placed in charge of Mr. Herbert 
Morrison. In any case, there is a great difference between the condi- 
tions of England and India. In England there is a War Cabinet: 
the members of the War Cabinet have full control over other depart- 
ments. When questions crop up affecting national welfare or any 
question which is of an emergent nature, this Supreme Council has 
the power to over-ride the decision of subordinate Ministers or subordi- 
nate departments. If here we are to have a Defence Co-ordination 
Minister, he should be solely the Defence Co-ordination Minister and 
should have over-riding powers. Mr. Basu does not have such powers. 
I do not know exactly the status and position he occupies in the 
Secretariat. But it is found that the work of civil defence here is dis- 
tributed amongst many departments, each being responsible for its 
own portion of the work. It is said that about 75 per cent, of the 
work which has to be done in connection with civil defence measures 
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belongs to the Public Health and Medical Department. It may be so, 
but at the same time it iwS found that the key position in the scheme 
is that of the Director of Ci^il Defence and he is an officer who is not 
attached to the Hon’ble Mr. Basu. He is an officer attached to the 
Home Department. The Civil Defence Co-ordination Minister would 
Minister in the real sense of the term if the Director of Civil 
Defence were also placed under his charge. If the work is distributed 
between different departments and if Mr. Basu is to serve as a post 
office only — only as a connecting link through which the various 
departments con(‘erned may (ome in contact with one another — in that 
case he cannot do justice to himself in the office in which he has been 
placed to-day. Division of authority and distribution of work among 
many heads of departments takes away all possibilities of real co- 
ordination. In order that there may be real co-ordination, this co- 
ordination must take place in a single brain at the top. Unless there 
is one Minister in charge of co-ordination who has a clear idea as to 
W’hat ought to be (lone, unless he plans the whole scheme, how is it 
possible for different departments in charge of different men to give us 
a unified picture H Different departments have their departmental 
vested interests to consider. How can the w’hole scheme of defence be 
brought into one focus without a single exe(*iitive heudJ^ Concentrate 
these into the civil defence portfolio and it can be recognised as one 
unitary organisation. X^nless this is done, there will be difficulty in the 
way of working out the scheme and I hope Mr. Basu will bear me 
out. 

Again, Sir, as I was saying the other day,. Mr. Basu is the most 
heavily burdened Minister in the country. He has got the portfolio of 
Local Self-Government which inedudes Public Health and Medical 
Departments. He has to deal not only with the metropolis of Calcutta, 
not only with the district towns and subdivisional headquarters, but 
he has to deal wdth the villages through union boards and other local 
organisations which are controlled through the Ijocal Self-Government 
Department. If he is to pay proper attention to Local Self-Govern- 
ment, Public Health and Medical Departments in addition to Civil 
Defence, the burden will be too heavy for even the ablest of men. 

These also are very important departments which concern the very 
life and welfare of the population of the province. I think it is hardly 
conceivable that even a man of the ability of the Hon^ble Mr. Basu 
can give that attention and that concentrated interest to the question 
of civil defence which it now requires. Now, Sir, I am reminded in 
this connection of what happened in England in the course of the last 
Great War and what is happening in England to-day during the present 
war. The example of England was refered to in this House yesterday. 
I think, Sir, that such examples should be brought in only in order 
to learn by their mistakes. Mr. Churchill himself in his great history 
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of the War of 1914-18 pays a very eloquent tribute to the giant strentj^h 
of Lord Kitchener. At the same time, Mr. Churchill says that such 
heavy burdens were imposed upon Lord Kitchener that many of the 
calamities which the British forces had to suffer in different parts of 
the war theatre were due to the fact that one man’s energy, interest 
and attention could not be distributed over such a vast field. Agaib, 
Sir, to-day in England, nobody denies that Mr. Churchill is a man of 
very great abilities. At the same time, we find that in the course of 
the last year or year and a half there have been a continuous demand 
that more and more departments should be taken away from Mr. 
Churchill and left to .the charge of individual Ministers. Mr. 
Churchill should be left entirely free to plan the general campaign, 
to work out the strategy, do the staff work so to speak, in order to 
organize victory. Now what holds good there is equally true here. 
It is also significant to note that Mr. Churchill, who at one time 
opposed such moves for the creation of new portfolios, for the creation 
of new offices of Ministers, w’as forced by the pressu5*e of public opinion 
to recognise the need for separate portfolios, such for example as the 
Ministry of Supply, that of Production, etc. These are cases which 
have occurred in the recent past. I think they need only be mentioned 
in order to draw the attention of hon’ble members of this House to 
the fact that here also, if civil defence is to be effe(‘tive at all, we must 
have one man, one of (mr ablest men, placed entiiely in charge of 
civil defence, who can think about it, who can plan ahead, who can 
foresee the contingencies, who can think in terms of future possibilities 
and accordingly plan the steps which should be taken in meeting such 
contingencies as they arise. Now, Sir, a Minister who is in charge of 
other portfolios cannot be expected to do so. It would be too much to 
expect. I think it is laying an unfair burden on a very able man 
to demand the impossible from him. Th^t was the reason why yesterday 
I pleaded that the Civil Defence Department, if it is to be a Civil 
Defence Department (or call it the Civil Defence Co-ordination 
Department, the name does not matter), should constitute a separate 
charge. It is necessary that an able man should give the best of his 
energy for all the 24 hours, should concentrate all his thoughts on, 
direct all his activities to the organisation of such a department, if it is 
to be really effective. Therefore, Sir, the point I made yesterday still 
remains unanswered, and I am not convinced by the arguments put 
forward for not having a Minister who is entirely in charge of Civil 
Defence. 


Now, this brings me, Sir, to the next topic which I think ought to 
be examined at this stage, though here I quite realize that the Hon’ble 
Minister has very little responsibility. This is the question of what 
exactly is meant by civil defence. If we are to take the term 
“defence” literally, defence means the taking of such steps that 
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ag’gres'sion cannot take place. Defence means the safeguarding of 
interests and yalues against attack. Now, Sir, the Civil Defence 
Department in Bengal is confessedly not such a department. It can 
do nothing to resist aggression. It can nothing to prevent air-raide. 
It can do nothing to prevent an attack by sea or by land. Therefore, 
gir, the proper name of this department would have been, not Civil 
Defence Department, not Civil Defence Co-ordination Department, but 
’ Civil Life-saving Department. It is really a sort of extended Red 
Cross work, enlarged Salvation Army w’ork. If there is actual damage 
by aerial bombardment or some other form of aggression, well, whatever 
be the form of calamity with which we may be faced, the work of 
the Civil Defence Co-ordination Minister will be only to see that the 
loss to human life the a(*tual suffering and misery is lessened, as far as 
possible. Therefore, Sir, it is a question not of civil defence but of 
life-saving, an extension of Red Cross w'ork. Sir, this is neither the 
time nor the occasion to go into the history as to why civil defence 
is not possible here. In other countries civil defence has been 
possible because there has been the army in the background and that 
army has been backed by enthusiastic, effective and active popular 
support. 

In England, the resistance has been magnificent and 
that has been possible because it wa-s backed by the 
enthusiasm of an aroused people. I asked some English friends who 
came to me recently to consider why it is that in the Philippines, 
where there are hardly 10,000 soldiers, General MacArthur has been 
able to resist so magnificently the Japanese attacks, while in Malaya, 

^ Signapore and Burma, with a larger army, with better eiiuipment, 
the British were not able to put up the same heroic resistance. 
Perhaps hon’ble meml>ers of this House remember that only a day 
before the surrender of SignJpore, we saw in the pai)er8 a statement 
that the soldiers there would fight to the last man, but the very next 
day the defence collapsed. From the figures which Mr. Churchill 
gave to the House of Commons, we know that some 73,000 soldiers, 
if not more, were taken prisoners. Why is it that 7r3,00() soldiers, 
equipped with all the armaments which modern ingenuity can place 
in their hands, surrendered? I told them that there are only two 
alternative ways of explaining this surrender, and 1 want to repeat 
them here for my European friends. 1 hope they will pardon me if I 
put it a little bluntly. I told them that the only inferem es one can draw 
from such examples are the following; either your men are utterly 
inefficient and worthless or there is something radically wTong in your 
system. I do not like to believe that all Englishmen are worthless 
or inefficient; but in that case there is certainly something wrong in 
their system. The Americans have put up a stubborn resistance in 
the Philippines. Mr. Hore-Belisha, while describing this surrender 
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at Singapore, said the other day that it is the absence of active local 
support, energetic local support which makes all the difference. In 
Malaya that support was not forthcoming, but in the Philippines that 
support was available. This shows that the question of civil defence 
is also a political question. It is, I think, true that there is great 
deal of apathy here in India. That enthusiastic resistance against ^thfe 
aggressors is not forthcoming which is the first condition of successful 
resistance to an invasion. If civil defence is to be effective, some- 
thing must be done which evokes the enthusiasm of all, which will 
rouse people to such levels as the Chinese who fought against the 
enemy with bare hands and flesh. A psychological revolution will 
have to be brought about in our country’ if successful resistance is to be 
organised. In this matter, the European community in India has an 
important part to play. They will have to change the heart of the 
Governments of India and England. Protests from non-European 
flections of the people alone will not be able to change the heart of the 
British Government. I understand that there are Europeans who are 
of this opinion, who realise the fact that if resistance m to be successful, 
the Indians must be trusted, and that the distrust and suspicion which 
has ruled in the past must go. A psyc hological transformation must be 
brought about. Therefore, Sir, this question of civil defence, if it is 
to be real civil defence, has to be linked with the question of rousing 
the enthusiasm of the people. 

We hope that something might be done even at this late hour, at 
this late stage, in order to rouse the enthusiasm of the Indian people. 
But it must be done before it is too late. I would remind my European 
friends of what happened in 1905-1906. Mr. Campbell-Bannerman, 
a statesman of great foresight and great imaginative courage, in spite 
of the opposition of the rank and file of the Tory politicians, gave 
Dominion Status to South Africa. To-day Dominion Status is dead 
so far as India is concerned, but there is yet time for generosity and 
vision, for a gesture of imaginative courage like that shown by 
Mr. Campbell-Bannerman in 1905. This magnificent gesture won over 
the Boers and they stood steadfastly by the side of the British in the 
great cataclysm of 1914. 

If such imaginative courage is forthcoming even at this late stage, 
if real political insight, if a real act of statesmanship is forthcoming 
even at this late stage, it may be that in spite of the lateness of the 
hour, a psychological transformation may take place; and if such 
psychological transformation does take place, the question of civil 
defence will undergo a radical traiiformation. 

If, however, this does not take place or if this cannot be brought 
about, we can only confine ourselves to humanitarian work, doing 
salvage work and rescuing the wounded from the debris which 
threatens to overwhelm all of us at the present tinde. We can surely 
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c(^operate in this irrespective of all party or political considerations, 
irrespective of all racial or national considerations and barriers ; we can 
surely co-operate in thi-s matter of relieving: the miseries of the wounded 
to the best of our power. But this req4;.ires planning for co-operation 
and co-ordination. As yet there is no definite plan with regard to 
the evacuation of the# city. It is indispensable that any* area that is 
thrt?atened in such a manner should have a planned system of evacua- 
tion. Sir, as soon as the War broke out on the 3rd September, 
long before there w'as any actual attack or air raid upon I/ondon by 
any German airship or airplane, the systematic evacuation of London 
had begun; and children, women and all unnecessary persons were 
removed from the city. The whole country was surveyed and divided 
into definite districts. Systematic planning w^as taken in hand to decide 
where a particular school would go, where a University would go, 
where a particular civil department of Government would go. But, 
here, in Calcutta, unfortunately nothing of the kind has been done. 
To-day, as my hon’ble friends will bear me out, the danger to Calcutta 
is not perhaps less than the danger to Ijondon in September, 1939. 
Have we started any systematic evacuation? Have we divided the 
province into regions w^here different civil departments should go? 
Where will the civil population remain during the period of the 

crisis? Have \re planned wdiere the schools and the colleges are to go? 

We have even now in Calcutta a large number of s(‘hool and college 
students. The University is functioning, the colleges are functioning, 
but they can function only in name. This is not the atmosphere in 
which actual intellectual work can be done. There is not the necessary 
atmosphere and background where intellectual problems can be tackled 
in detachment, with patience and disinterestedness. Everybody is 
troubled with the vague possibility of what might happen and it seems 
nobody knows what that might be. It may be that nothing may 
happen to Calcutta, while ^n the other hand a disaster of a 
unique type may also befall Calcutta. So, in view of this 

uncertainty, intellectual w^ork in a college or University is 

^ practically impossible. No doubt, classes are held, teachers come and 
a fraction of the students also attends the classes; but the sort of 
w’ork that is expected to be carried on in a college or a University is 
not being done. Then, again, there are areas which the layman regards 
as specially dangerous, such as port areas, the dock areas in Kidderpore, 
the King George’s docks. Their neighbourhoods have not been suffi- 
ciently protected. These are some of the areas which will invite the 
special attention of the enemy if he should come to Calcutta. Yet, 
on the other side of the Dock area, we find that the work of the 
Sibpore Engineering College is going on as usual. If there should be 
an attack directed against the docks, what will happen to the large 
number of students that are studying in that College? As I have eaid, 
Sir, the same thing applies with regard to the Calcutta schools. 

36 
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In Moscow and London, successful resistance was possible because t^e 
unwanted people were removed. They were removed in a planned and 
deliberate manner. Only those people who were necessary to fight 
and to carry on the essential services of the city were retained in the 
city. In Calcutta, it is evident that we have not yet had any definite 
planning of this type, or if plans have been made, they have not yet 
been put into effect. These are things which require publicity; ^hey 
cannot be done in the secret alcoves of the Secretariat. Unless the 
public know beforehand what steps should be taken in case of an 
air-raid, — ^what procedure to follow, where to go, how to dispose of 
their properties and life, unless the public know these beforehand, 
how can they adapt themselves to the changing circumstances? How 
can they give the new Ministry that co-operation which the Ministry 
as a popular Ministry has the right to demand? 

Again, Sir, I would suggest that the A. R. P. organisation should 
be made more effective. The civil defence organisation, as I have 
suggested, is an organisation for saving the life and property of the 
civil population and not really a civil defence organisation in the 
proper sense of the term. Yet, for live-saving as well, it should be 
well-knit and effective. It should be organised in a way which will 
enable it to carry out its functions properly. Sir, we welcomed the 
conference which was called on Saturday last in this Chamber. It was 
suggested that there would be a Public Defence Committee which 
would be constantly in touch with the Hon^ble Minister in charge of 
Civil Defence Co-ordination. This Committee will help him to 
develop the A. R. P. and defence organisation necessary. This is a 
move in the right direction, but it requires further definition. I 
would lay before the Hon’ble Minister certain suggestions for his 
consideration. 

I understand that Calcutta has been divided into 23 areas and there 
are chief wardens for each. Some wardens have been appointed and 
there is an idea of recruiting 16,000 men who will be wardens. There 
would also be an organisation for fire-fighting. But these are distri- 
buted between different departments and the work can be effective only 
if there is one Hon’ble Minister placed in charge of the whole thing, 
so that in case of emergency, he may be able to take action imme- 
diately. Otherwise, if the Hon’ble Minister has to send his proposal* 
to the Home Department and wait for examination by that department 
of the pros and cons of his proposals what will happen? There will be 
notes and queries and marginal notes. Then the proposals 
will be sent to other relevant departments for opinion 
and returned to the Hon’ble Minister after a week or 10 
days saying that there are difficulties in the way of giving 
effect to his proposals. In a word, Sir, the position will be impossible 
and the real work will suffer. So the Hon’ble Minister for Cvil Defence 
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must have over-riding powers. He should come in contact directly 
with the officers of the departments which have to deal with A. R. P. 
in the limited sense of th# term. I think each of these departments 
should have a representative attached io the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Civil Defence Co-ordination. These officers should have the 
power and authority t<f come to a decision so far as their departments 
are* concerned and they should intimate the decision to the Hon*ble 
* Minister in charge of Civil Defence Co-ordination and take orders 
from him and carry out the orders in their respective departments. 

As I said before, there are eleven Indian Civil Service Officers 
connected in various ways with the A. R. P. and Civil Defence organi- 
sations and some of their functions are not well-defined. The Home 
Department, the Communications and Irrigation Departments, Public 
Health and Medical and other departments will primarily do the 
A. R. P. work. If each of these departments has a Joint or Addi- 
tional Secretary and these with A. R. P. Controller and the Commis- 
sioner of Police, Calcutta, are formed into a nucleus, this will serve 
as the central staff attached to the Hon’ble Minister, Civil Defence 
Co-ordination. They will form his executive and can carry out the 
whole scheme. In that case, I think, the decisions of the Civil Defence 
Minister can be immediately carried into effect. Otherwise, there is 
bound to be delay and there will be great difficulty in carrying out the 
schemes. 

Then, Sir, I come to the question of the Civil Defence Committee 
which is being formed with representatives of the citizens. This 
Committee should also be continually in touch with the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Civil Defence Co-ordination and it should advise 
him in all matters relating to the public needs. But the final decision 
must rest with the Hon’ble Minister. I do not think it will be proper 
to suggest that the final decision should rest with the Committee, as 
in that case the decision will be more dubious and procrastinating. 
It is fit and proper that the final decision should rest with the Hon^ble 
Minister in charge of Civil Defence Co-ordination for he is ultimately 
responsible. He should be in touch with public opinion through this 
Committee. This would be a sort of Defence Cabinet, and its staff will 
consist of the officers representing the various departments concerned 
and the A. R. P. Controller and the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta. 
This executive body will help the Hon’ble Minister in carrying out the 
work and coming to a decision. 

Sir, there are 23 A. R. P. stations in Calcutta: these may be 
divided into sub-stations with an officer in charge of each. I under- 
staikd that the general scheme is that there should be 10 warden posts 
to the square mile. So far 231 warden posts have been created in the 
23 district areas. If we have 10 or 15 wardens to each post, we can 
build up a nucleus organisation of 3,000 to 4,000 men. We will have 
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staff officers in these 23 district areas with large powers given to them. 
We can have four or perhaps six inspecting officers to look after, control 
and organise these 23 districts, and through these officers place the 
staff officers in immediate communication with the central executive 
staff*. 

The picture there is something like this. Under these 23 staff 
officers we have 230 or 240 eliief wardens who are placed in charge of 
definite duties in a warden’s post. Their duties are allocated and under 
them we have 3,000 or 4,000 paid wardens to carry out orders. We 
can thus have a small but an effective organisation. The Hon’ble 
Minister himself knows that 4,000 disciplined men are far more valuable 
and serviceable than 10,000 people who are a rabble. That is 
unfortunately the position to-day. The recruitment aimed at for the 
A. R. P. was 16,000 and out of those recruited, very many have proved 
unsatisfactory. Some had to be dismissed. In many cases, they are 
volunteers who do other work; very many of them have neither the 
capacity nor the will to give their whole time to A. R. P. work. If 
instead of this huge department wliich has a mass of men but little 
or no organisation, we ha^ a small skeleton staff of the Central 
Executive which will be under the direct control of the Hon’ble Minister 
for Civil Defence and responsible for carrying out his orders, land if 
under this executive we have then 23 sub-areas with staff officers, 230 
or 240 chief wardens and 3,000 or 4,000 paid wardens, who should be 
whole-time men, who will be given responsible 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The lionourable member has already spoken for 
20 minutes. He ma>, however, have another 10 minutes within which 
time he must conclude. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I belicvei: Sir, I shall he able to finish 
before that time. If a nucleus of 4,000 or so, as 1 have suggested, is 
built up, that will give the Hon’ble Minister a far more efficient 
orgaiiiyation than he has at present. In order io inspect the work of 
these 23 sub-areas he might, as I have already suggested, have 4 or 6 
officers who will inspect, report, train and co-ordinate the activities of 
men in the sub-areas. These officers will report to the Central 
executive staff which, as I have suggested, will consist of the Hon’ble 
Minister as the Executive head and as his advisers the Police Commis- 
sioner, the Controller of A. R. P., the Director of Civil Defence, the 
Director of Civil Evacuation, an officer for co-ordination or any other 
officer whom the Hon’ble Minister may think it necessary to include in 
order to carry out his puipose and policy. In fact, my whole conten- 
tion has been that all this requires planning from one brain, from one 
centre, from one single cell. Instead, the work is now left to the 
different departments of the Civil Secretariat. Yesterday I placed 
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Itefore you some of the difficulties which I have in accepting the pro- 
position that the Civil Secretariat is efficient in such matters. They 
may be efficient in doing*file work, which often consists in allowing 
the hies to accumulate till nothing can he done. It is an old cry to say 
that democracy is always more slow and round-about than rule by a 
siugle man, But T tTiink, Sir, if anything is slower than democracy, 
is more procrastinating tlian democra(‘v, it is the rule of a bureaucracy. 
Well, that is the rule of the Civil SecTetariat ; discussions may take 
place in democracy, but in a bureaucracy they are magnified by notes 
and marginal notes. 

Now, Sir, that brings me again to the scheme which I have sug- 
gested for the Hon’ble Minister’s consideration. He will be at the head 
of the Central Executive staff which will be composed of resimnsible 
officers who can speak on behalf of the respective departments to which 
they belong. There will thus be no need for reference and cross- 
reference and in a. situation of emergency like the present, there is no 
time for the long-drawn tape which so frequently passes as efficiency in 
the Secretariat. 

Lastly, Sir, we should go into the question of evacuation of civil 
population in a planned and deliberate manner over a long period. Our 
scheme should touch upon the problem of other areas in the province 
which are also in danger. There should be definite plans about Chitta- 
gong and Noakhuli. We know how at the last monient in Chittagong 
steps are being taken ; it was not planned over a long period. It was not 
done in spite of the lessons we have learnt positively and negatively in 
Europe and Asia. In Europe the lessons were learnt positively, because 
the planning was over a long period. Ix)nd()n and Moscow did not 
present the aort of difficulty presented by, let us say, Rangoon or 
Singapore. In the case of the cities in Malaya, because there was no 
previous planning, the result was chaos and unnecessary human 
distress. 

Thus, positively and negatively, it has been proved that long-term 
planning for the evacuation of the civil population and of people who 
are not wanted in a situation of emergency, who do not serve any 
useful purp<3se or essential purpose at that time, is wanted. There 
should be set up .side by side machinery, effective machinery, to deal 
with changes as may present themselves at times of emergency. In 
order to tackle this, a Minister with very high powers, overriding 
powers, if necessary, should be placed exclusively in charge of Civil 
Defence. 

With these words, Sir, T place my suggestions for the consideration 
of the Hon’ble Minister concerned. 

Mr> K. C« ROY CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, I was waiting 
to hear more speeches an the theory of Civil Defence but since they are 
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not coming I would say just a few words. We have heard a great deul 
from our learned friend Mr. Kabir on the theory of Civil Defence, that 
is to say, how Civil Defence functions should be arranged, how human 
suffering in case of air raids will be redressed and so on. He quoted 
a lot of things, about British methods of A.R.P. work in England and 
so on and so forth. But, Sir, not a word was forthcoming from hii^pi ah 
to how to organise civil resistance. Professor Kabir thought that the 
business of the Civil Defence is humanitarian work, salvage work, Red 
Cross work. Certainly it is most commendable and that I am sure 
all the departments are co-ordinating to do that but what we want is a 
lead from the Ministry about the organisation of the civil resistance. 
We know that there are defence forces, but let the defence forces have 
this encouragement that behind them are the huge mass of resisting 
population. The Fhilipinos are resisting wonderfully under the leader- 
ship of General Mac Arthur. They are attacking the Japanese with any 
weapon they can find before them. We want organised bands of men 
like Peshwaries, even Goondas of Calcutta, Sonthals, Vilsj Pods, 
Muhammadan butchers, men who know how to kill their enemies. I 
would like the Hon’ble Minister to give us some lead in the matter. 
I may tell the House that something is being done by the Radical 
Democratic Party in this respect and this fact is well-known to the 
Hon^ble Mr. Basu himself. They are anxious to organise guerrilla 
forces in the villages, to give a fight to the Japanese, but by that I do 
not mean that the guerrilla forces will go on to the front and resist the 
invasion there. But they can stop the food-supply of the Japanese 
landing in places like Diamond Harbour, Saguir Islands, Noakhali and 
elsewhere. They will try to stop the food-supply and transport faci- 
lities by breaking the railway lines and Trunk Roads if Calcutta is 
invaded. I have no personal experience of guerrilla warfare but I do 
hope that our Defence Minister would kindly help us in organising these 
guerrillas and even getting horses. I can assure him that 10,000 
students will be easily available to carry on propaganda through street 
marching, through procession. Professor Kabir is a sincere man, I 
bow down to him for all the suggestions he made. He is a leader of the 
students, he can organise this movement among students. Let them 
march through the streets of Calcutta and elsewhere with the flags with 
slogans “Kill the Japanese,^’ “shoot the Japanese’\ Out of nearly 20 
lakhs people in Calcutta about 6 lakhs liave fled from the city. The 
carters, ooolies, domestic servants, have i)artially evacuated. Poor 
people, who are still here for their bread, they have no radio, they have 
inadequate means of knowing what is happening elsewhere. . No posters 
reach them. 

We want people to go among the common people and ask them, 
exhort them not to desert Calcutta. If the Hon’ble Minister would 
see that four annas or eight annas per day are paid to these men as a sort 
of premium for staying in this city, then these people can be persuaded 
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tc^stay on. I might then assure the Hon’ble Minister that when there 
is an air raid, when there is a nuisance bomb these people will not run 
away while most of us so-called bhadralogues have already made up 
our minds to quit Calcutta as quickly lis we can at the first sound of 
bombs. 

t 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, after the serious 
commentary by my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir on the war and his very 
fine academic lecture on Civil Defence, we are glad to have been relieved 
by the eloquence of Mr. Roy Chowdhury on Civil Defence sitting in the 
precints of this Council House. But none of us as yet know and 
appreciate properly the actual facts and how those actual facts are 
being faced by the Hon’ble Minister in charge, as to how the citizens 
of Bengal are to be protected and how the Civil Defence has been 
organised, etc., etc. We do not yet know much about these things 
but we are only going on now and then hearing lectures of my 
honourable friends like professional lectures on public platforms. What 
I suggest therefore is that we must hear the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of Civil Defence as to what he has up to now been doing and what are 
his proposals and then after hearing them we should give our sugges- 
tions if we have any to give. There may be a discussion on them 
here or later we can see him in ofiice and the proposals can be debated 
accordingly. We should do something practical instead of, as we are 
accustomed to, having lectures and theorising. Those days have gone. 
If we want to do any real good, we must do something practical which 
is proper under the circumstances. We want to know the limitations 
on the powers of the Hon’ble Minister, i.e., the extent of his powers, 
and also how much he can do. We know also that there are the 
military authorities who have to do many thing so far as Calcutta and 
other parts of the province are^xmcerned. Then, again, should martial 
law be declared in Calcutta what will be the position of the Govern- 
ment and the Hon’ble Ministers? If the principle of evacuation is 
adopted, what should be done — all these various questions have got to 
be answered by the Hon’ble Minister. After hearing his proposals on 
these points we will take the cue from him and act ^oordingly. That, 

I think, should be the best thing to do under the circumstances. 

Khan' Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, the subject for 
to-day’s debate is the “air raid precautionary measures.” In discussing 
this subject we should take a practical view. Instead of that. Sir, we 
(have got to-day a very interesting academic lecture not only in regard 
to the present, but also to the past, and not only of this country but 
also of other countries. 

What is wanted, Sir, is a practical realisation of the danger we are 
facing at the present moment. I believe the danger is proceeding very 
fast towards Calcutta aijd, in the face of the danger with which we are 



422 


A. R. P. MEASURES. 


[10th Maech, 


faced, it is necessary to clearly visualise the danger that lies before tIs. 
Sir, what is wanted, therefore, is not an academic discussion as to 
the disposal of files or number of office/s and this and that ; but 
concentration on the actual A. R. P. work. (Mr. Humayun Kabir : 
But files prevent rapid disposal of work.) Should we wait for reforms 
or join the movenieni at once? I would ask the people to joiurthe 
A. R. P. movement -straightaway. I would wait to consider the various ^ 
academic matters through which Civil Defence is managed but I would 
insist on the people joining the great A. R. P. movement at once. We 
want people who could be trained and taught as to what should be done 
in case of an air raid. The people will have to be organised in this 
great A. R. P. work and we should consider it a first duty on our part 
to unite and encourage them to do so. In to-day’s debate we are con- 
cerned not with arguments but with actions. 

It was Sir Bijoy Prasad who requested the Government to -set apart 
a whole day to inform the people and to allay their anxiety by explain- 
ing the steps that have been and are being taken to avert the danger. 
In his absence, the debate must take more or less an academic turn. It 
was he who could have given us an idea of wliat was in his mind. In 
the circumstances, it would be best perhaps to ask the Ilon’ble Mini-ster 
in charge of Civil Defence Co-ordination again to make a statement — he 
has once made a statement in this res])ect — and to give us the latest 
information as to what is being done, what is in the contemjdation of 
the Government and what progress has been made towards the Civil 
Defence -scheme and what steps the public might be expected to take in 
case of danger. We cannot prevent air raids, but we can mitigate the 
effect of the raids. Organisations have been opened and it is now 
necessary to concentrate our energy on inviting the people to join in 
the work of Civil Defence instead of spending our time in discussing 
matters of a purely academic nature, ffhere may be some excuse for 
the people remaining apathetic; but I do not see any sufficient justi- 
fication for apathy on the part of the public or their leaders to co- 
ordinate their services in this moment. Of course, much is due to 
the fact that India has no experience of w^ar for a very long time. 
We have all forgotten the arts of w^ar and we have ceased to be able to 
visualise the danger it entails. It is like the villager who, when told 
that a tiger had come, came out and met the tiger just to see how much 
fun could be obtained out of the visit. The realisation of the danger 
comes w’ith experience. I therefore believe that we are apathetic 
because we have had no experience of war for several generation-s. I 
believe, in spite of the suggestions to the contrary, it is more important 
for us to ask the peojde to join the movement. It may not be that we 
should confine our attention to Calcutta alone. We should extend our 
activities towards the remotest villages and towns, especially those 
places which are supposed to be within the danger zone. I do not wish 
to take the time of the House by speaking o^ this subject at great 
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Itngth. I would request the Hon’ble Minister to detail to us what 
practical steps he has taken : what steps are in contemplation and with 
what results. Whether h% has received suiiicient public response : if 
not, what the leaders of public opinion are expected to do in this 
direction? Onr energy and attention should be directed towards the 
'acjual defence organisation. I submit that members of this Council 
as well as men outside should bend tlieir energies towards the working 
of this organisation. After all, it is a movement for saving life and 
property of the people and curing and repairing the after-eftects of the 
air-raids. 

Mr. J. B. R088: Mr. President, I had not intended to take any 
part in this debate ; but after hearing my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir I 
feel that I would be lacking in any duty to my community if I did not 
comment on some of his statements. 

As is usual wiih Mr. Humayun Ivabir under such circumstances, he 
could not resist the temptation of trotting out his favourite theme that 
the British are responsible for everything. He also could not help 
introducing a huckstering spirit into his speectli as the price for liis co- 
operation with the authorities. It struck me while he was speaking that 
80 far as action by Indians against the British in this country is concern- 
ed, you hear “Bande Mataram’^ uttered with the greatest of fervour but 
when the country hai)pens to be threatened with invasion by another 
enemy, if I can use the term correctly in its application to the British, — 
you don’t hear of “Bande Mataram” : but what you do hear is, “What 
are you going to give us for our co-operation in repelling that eneuiy’^? 
Now, does that spirit reflect any real love on ihe part of Mr. Humayun 
Kabir for his own country? I doubt it. On the other hand, I was 
rather interested in the attitude taken up by my friend Mr. Shrish 
Chandra Chakraverti here. Mr. Humayun Kabir has practically told 
the Hon’ble Minister for co-ordiimtion of Civil Hefenoe exactly what his 
job is and how he ought to do it. Well, in every sphere of life you 
will find' arm-chair experts but the wise man generally refrains from 
offering opinions on matters of high strategy Unless he is in full 
possession of the facts of the case. Otherwise, if he does offer these 
opinions, he very frequently finds at a later date that he has made a 
fool of himself. Now Mr. Chakra verti’s suggestion, as far as I could 
follow it, was, “We don’t want lectures from members of the House 
as to what the Hon’ble Minister should do or should not do. We want 
to hear what the Hon’ble Minister has done and is going to do,’* and 
that is our attitude. We do not w^ant to oft'er him any advice at this 
stage. We feel that he has in his posse.ssion far more information than 
we have. He has not been on the job very long but we feel that he is 
tackling it w’ith all the re.sources at his disposal and we ought to extend 
to him our fullest oo-^peration in his efforts. 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of personal explanation, Sit. 
I think the reference of Mr. Ross to me also was one of the usual 
features with him that he also when he gel^ an opportunity throws a 
tling at me. It is not a question of offering conditional co-operation 
hut stating an objective fact. All I said and made clear in my si>eech 
was that if our hearths and homes are attacked, we have got to put, up* 
all the best resistance that we can; but the conditions for enthusiastic 
resistance can be created only by an act of statesmanship of which 
Mr. Ross and his countrymen seem to be singularly incapable. One 
will be a case without much hope and the other would have been a case 
of certain chances of success. 

As to the other point, that I was offering advice, it was because the 
Hon’ble Minister wanted suggestions. As you will remember, Sir, 
there was a talk that the Hon’ble Minister would first make a statement 
and we would then offer our suggestions. Because he did not do so, 
I began first and I think it is the right of every member and the duty 
of every member to do so. Mr. Ross has no right to come to this 
House merely to see, merely to listen to what the Hon’ble Minister says. 
If he has got no advice to give only for the fear tliat at some future 
date his prognostication might prove fallacious or his prophesies might 
prove fallacious, if he wants to keep quiet, it is better that he does not 
come to the House. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I whole-heartedly join with Mr. Chakra- 
verti in his request to the Hon’ble Minister. Let us first hear from the 
Hon^ble Minister what proposals he has got and what steps are being 
taken and what on the whole he is doing for Civil Defence. Then we 
will be in a position to offer our humble advice. So, I also request 
the Hon’ble Minister to enlighten us on this matter. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. President, Sir, 
I welcome this opportunity of making a statement before this House on 
behalf of the Gfovernment with regard to the work of Civil Defence that 
is being carried on in this province. I welcome the debate which has 
been initiated by my esteemed and honourable friend Professor 
Humayun Kabir by a comprehensive survey of the situation. His 
speech has been followed by other speeches containing helpful sugges- 
tions. I thank Mr. Ross for the support he has given to this Ministry 
in the few words he has uttered on the floor of the House. At the same 
time, speaking for myself I would welcome most sincerely the sugges- 
tions that he might choose to make either here or outside this House, 
because I am sure, having regard to the thoroughness with which he 
deals with public questions, suggestions of a substantial chanacter may 
be forthcoming from him. His fcuggestions I very much stand in need 
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of. And I really welcome any member who has bestowed any thought 
on this question to oome forward and give me suggestions in regard 
to this Civil Defence question. 

Now, Sir, Civil Defence is a part of military defence. When the 
onemy is waging wa^ either on land or in the sea, it is incumbent upon 
the citizens who are victims of that war to organise their own defence 
either from the military point of view or from the civil point of view. 
So far as military defence is concerned, the Constitution has relieved us 
of that responsibility. We are not called upon to render any assistance 
or offer any suggestions with regard to military defence. But in the 
vast field of Civil Defence there is considerable room for assistance 
which the average citizen can render; and the lead which their leaders 
can afford to give in this respect is of immense value. When I was 
called upon to shoulder this additional burden of co-ordination of Civil 
Defence in Bengal, it was my one aim to enlist popular support by 
making an earnest appeal to leaders of thought and of public opinion 
in this province so that recruits may be forthcoming in thousands, 
enthusiasm unprecedented in its character may be evoked from this 
province so that people may be called upon to pursue the great 
work of their own Civil Defence. Sir, in my own humble way I have 
tried to do whatever is open to a Minister under the present Consti- 
tution. I have been trying to address public meetings, I have been 
trying to secure the assistance of popular leaders for the purpose of 
incessant appeal to the populace so that they may come forward in 
hundreds and thousands and take part in their Civil Defence. Appeals 
have been published in newspapers, press conferences have been caller! , 
public meetings have been held and last but not least, only the other 
day, on Saturday last, we had organised a conference in this very 
Chamber which was attended by leiiders of public opinion in this city. 

I hope, Sir, substantial assi^ance will be derived as the result of this 
conference so far as Civil Defence co-ordination is concerned and that it 
will be helpful in stimulating recruitment in this city and in advising 
and guiding the course of action which has got to be adopted in con- 
nection with the Civil Defence measures which we are discussing this 
afternoon. 

Now, Sir, the province has been divided into several vulnerable areas 
from the point of view of the danger with which they are threatened. 
There are areas which have come under class I, while others come 
under class II, and class III. From the point of view of danger, 
Calcutta, Chittagong, Asansol, and probably Noakhali stand in the 
forefront. So, naturally, Ghovernment had to concentrate much of its 
efforts upon the Civil Defence of these particular areas. We stand 
to-day in such a position vis a vis the enemy, who is for the time being 
carrying on his operations in Burma, that Calcutta has got to organise 
a great part of its military defence, namely, production of equipment 
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for the army. From that point of view, the necessity of keeping 
Calcutta in a state of highly-organised Civil Defence cannot he over- 
estimated. At the same time, the civil population of Calcutta, who are 
located side by side with our factories and workshops where all these 
armaments and equipments are being produced, also stand in need of 
protection. If these industries are to be protected, the civil population 
who work in these workshops and factories and reside in the city where 
these armaments are produced have got to be saved from the prospective 
ravages of the bomb. So, from that point of view the need of protect- 
ing Calcutta stands pre-eminent. We are well aware that Chittagong 
stands as the vanguard of the province and as such particular attention 
has for the moment got to he paid to Chittagong for her overwhelming 
needs and we are not unmindful of that aspect of the matter. So far 
as Calcutta is concerned, the position has now come to this : we do not 
want any non-essential and unnecessary people to stick on to this city 
if they can find some place outside Calcutta where they can go and stay 
until the emergency passes over. It is not necessary for any unneces- 
sary population to remain in Calcutta. Women, childrep end male 
population who are not necessarily wanted in any essential job may very 
well go out of Calcutta and find a residence in some other place of 
comparative safety. That is a proposition which I hope has been made 
well-known to the public at large. Slow gradual exodus from Calcutta 
will not be unwelcome to Government and Government when the time 
comes, if it comes at all, will advise the people to clear off from 
Calcutta if they are not wanted in connection with any of its essential 
8ervi(‘ea. At the same time, it is incumbent upon the Government to 
provide and safeguard and secure the residence of the essential 
population in this city. Lalmur must be made to do its job ; those who 
are required to carry on work in connection with the war or military 
defence must he prevailed upon to stay on and those whose residence 
in Calcutta is required from the point of view of Civil Defence must 
also continue to stay on and function. We want the city to carry on 
its normal life and activities to the fullest possible extent. At the 
same time, we suggest that those who can very well lighten our 
burden by removing out of the city because they are not an essential 
element in the life of Calcutta just now’, will please themselves and 
please the Government also by going out in an altogether orderly 
manner, in a normal manner, instead of rushing out of the city in a 
state of panic. 

That is the position, Sir, that we have visualised for ourselves. 

Then conies the question of those w ho wdll remain and stay back 
in Calcutta and they have got to be provided with the maximum 
amount of protection that we as Ghovernment can give and are capable 
of giving. From that, point of view* we must organise the whole Civil 
Defence organisation of this Government, yiiese are the main 
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principles so far as Calcutta and industrial areas surrounding Calcutta 
are concerned. Before coining to this in greater detail, may I only 
make a passing reference to other mufassil areas among which 
Chittagong stands pre-eminent? I haw heard criticism that nothing 
has been done for mufassil areas in comparison to wliat has been done 
for^ Calcutta. I liold®in niy hand an account in some detail as to the 
steps that have been taken for Chittagong, for Asansol, for Ondal, for 
Ranigunge, for Burdwan, for Narayanganj, for Dacca, for Cliandpur, 
for Mymensingh, Kharagpur and one or two other places — Khulna and 
Darjeeling which also come in the list. I do not desire to tire the 
patience of the House by giving details of the arrangements that have 
been made, but I can probably mention in broad outlines some of the 
steps that have been taken. 

In Chittagong the installation of four sirens has been taken 
in hand and has been actually executed for the purpose of 
giving sufficient warning of the unwelcome approach of an enemy 
plane. Then the warden’s posts which have already been set up 
number 40 and telephones have been installed in 30 of these posts. 
As regards enrolment of wardens, by the beginning of February, 361 
wardens had been formally appointed of whom 309 have received their 
basic training, some of whom having also had first-aid and stirrup 
pump training. 75 per cent, of the full strength of 61 messengers have 
been recruited and provided with cycles. Five complete Rescue Parties 
have been recruited and lorries provided for them in the beginning of 
the month of February. The latest reports have been called for but 
have not reached me yet. 

There are seven loiries which have been converted into 4-stretcber 
ambulances and arrangements are being made to convert 8 light cars 
into 2-stretclier ambulances which will be able to penetrate along the » 
mirrowest streets in the towif. 00 men have been enrolled for service 
in the First Aid Parties. Five strong buildings have been clmsen for 
First Aid Posts and have been given protection : equipment has been 
provided. Two oombined depots have been established and garages 
for the vehicles and dining rooms and kitchens for tlie personnel have 
been constructed. At the beginning of February 84 men were living 
permanently at one of these depots and since then the number lias risen 
to a considerable extent. Full provision has been made for the 
residence of these personnel in these depots. Three trailer pumps have 
been sent to Chittagong in addition to that which already existed there 
and 6 more have been ordered. It is very difficult to secure trailer 
pumps merely at the bidding. 

Two squads of 8 men each have been enrolled for each of these pumps 
and these men qre living permanently at one of the depots. They have 
already shown their worth in fighting a large fire which broke out in a 
crowded part of the town early in February. 164 tanks have been 
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uiade accessible to the trailer pumps and in addition six 20,000 gall<p3L 
concrete tanks have been provided at danger spots in the town. 
Government has agreed and has actually paid out Rs. 63^,000 to the 
Municipality towards the cost of improving the pumping plant and 
thereby increasing the pressure in the mains. I do not know, Sir, 
whether this money has been utilised for this purpose by the Munici- 
pality. That, however, is a problem which can be solved and the 
position ascertained by enquiry. But apart from that so far as the 
Government is concerned they have provided this money. Now 167 
stirrup pumps had been sent in February to Chittagong but that 
number is not conisdered satisafctory and more have got to be sent. 

Fourteen lorries and one car have been sent from Calcutta and con- 
verted for various A. R. P. purposes. Arrangements are being made to 
send additional vehicles. 

Three instructors are busy teaching wardens and members of other 
A. R. P. Services. The A. R. P. Officer is a local barrister who has 
been trained at the Government of India A. R. P. Staff School in 
Calcutta and who has been found to be very serviceable. Two local 
officials have also had the necessary training. That is with regard to 
Chittagong. 

At Asansol an experienced Deputy Magistrate has been appointed 
as a whole-time Controller for Asansol and he has been given training 
at the Government of India Staff School in Calcutta. 

Two sirens have been installed in addition to the E. I. R. siren. 
Another is being put up. The Control Centre is manned throughout the 
twenty-four hours. 

Well over 300 of the 384 wardens required have been appointed and 
a large number of them have been given training. The protective 
measures in the 23 wardens' posts have already been proceeding. All 
the 59 messengers on the sanctioned strength have been recruited and 
provided with cycles. 

One lorry has been converted into a very fine 4-8tretcher ambulance. 
Other vehicles are being converted. The staff necessary for the three 
first-aid posts have been appointed and training given. 

Two rescue squads had been recruited by the end of December and 
the recruitment of another 3 was proceeding and is almost completed. 

Then as regards stirrup pumps 100 have already been sent and 
buckets have been now provided. More stirrup pumps have been sent 
to supplement the original number 100. 80 men had been recruited for 

service in the street fire parties and others have since joined these 
parties. 6 men have been trained to work trailer pumps but at the 
end of December last year there were still no pumps available for 
Asansol ani this deficiency has since been remedied. 
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Now so far as tho East Indian Eailway and the workshops of 
kfessrs. Burn & Co. are concerned, they have completed their own self- 
contained arrangements according to the plan laid down by the Govern- 
ment of India and there is a complete, organization at Burnpur and 
Kulti. 

• Now at Barakar a*full-time Government officer has been appointed 
as t/ontroller for the small town of Barakar and he has made considerable 
progress with arrangements there. 

The whole of the arrangements for Ondal have been taken over by 
the East Indian Eailway although recruitment for the small civil part 
of the town has been done by the Eaniganj Controller. 

As regards Eaniganj a whole-time Government officer has been 
appointed A. E. P. Officer, and he has been given training in the 
Government of India Staft* School. In Eaniganj the warning will be 
given by hooters at the Pottery Works and it has not been necessary 
for Government to provide it with sirens, 

Efecruitment for the Wardens' Service has reached, 100 per cent, at 
Eaniganj and the full staff required for the two first-aid posts, the 
ambulances and the cars for sitting cases have been appointed. First- 
Aid Parties were almost up to the full strength and recruitment to the 
Eescue Parties was almost being finished. 

Three buses were being converted for use as ambulances and 
arrangements for cars for sitting cases had been made. 

As regards Narayanganj, great progress has been made there in 
every direction. Wardens have been recruited up to the sanctioned 
strength and in addition some reserves have been taken on. There has 
been a very satisfactory response to the appeal for messengers, the full 
strength having been recruited and cycles provided for them. 

Two buses are being converted for use as ambulances and there will 
be a third launch-ambulance in Narayanganj. The six First-Aid 
Parties will be conveyed in 2 launches and 4 cars have been arranged. 
Parties have been fully recruited and have had first-aid training. . Three 
good buildings have been chosen for First Aid Posts and protection 
work is being taken up. Most of the staff of these posts have been 
recruited. 

Six rescue parties have been recruited and conveyance arrangements 
have been made for three of them. Then necessary stirrup pumps have 
been provided and in addition to a trailer pump belonging to the 
Municipality five more have been ordered by Government which are 
on their way. Over a thousand men have volunteered for service in 
the street fire parties and all the big jute companies and mills have 
made their own arrangements. A trained instructor is giving classes 
and other instructors will be provided as soon as they themselves iiave 
received training. 
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In Dacca a whole-time Government officer who is a European officer 
of the Indian Police has been appointed Controller. Six sirens have 
been ordered long ago but have not yet been received. In the mean- 
time a temporary warning system is being worked out. Lighting 
restrictions are already in force. 

About half of the required number of messengers have been selected 
and volunteers for the Wardens’ Service are coming forward in satis- 
factory numbers. In fact the names of persons for more than 100 • 
per cent, of requirements have been selected and the recruitment is still 
proceeding. Equipment for them is being provided as quickly as 
possible. In many of the Wardens’ Posts protection work has been 
completed. There will be 8 First-Aid Posts and all the buildings have 
been selected. Unfortunately there is little response to the appeal for 
volunteers. This applies also to First-Aid Parties. A Staff Officer for 
the Casualty Service is however being appointed and it is believed that 
he will be able to effect a change. Five rescue squads have been 
recruited and vehicles are being converted for their -use. Equipment 
was not received at the time this report was compiled and I ma^ tell 
the House that because there is considerable request for equipment 
from all over India in the vulnerable places, it is difficult to get supply 
of these equipments as they are mostly supplied by the Government of 
India. 96 stirrup pumps liave been received in Dacca. This is only 
a fraction of Dacca’s requirements but the rest will be sent as soon as 
available. A Staff Officer for Street Fire Parties has been appointed 
and is busy recruiting. A considerable number of trailer pumps have 
been received and others are expected soon. Two instructors are 
already holding classes and others will be appointed as soon as they 
themselves receive training. 

As regards Chandpur, the structure of the A. R. P. organisation has 
been worked out and recruitment is now pTX)ceedi 2 ig. An energetic 
local doctor has been appointed whole-time A. R. P. Officer and has 
been given training at the A. R. P. Staff School in Calcutta. The 
Messengers Service has been organised. Wardens’ Service is fairly 
organised. Suitable buildings liave been chosen for wardens’ posts 
and are being protected. As regards First-Aid Parties, volunteers have 
come forward but not in such number as is necessary. 

Slit trenches have been made in various places in the town. 

Then coming to Mymensingh, I may say that 5 sirens have been 
ordered for Mymensingh but as they had not been received, a temporary 
warning system was being worked out. I am sorry to say that at the 
time the report was compiled the response of the Municipality with 
regard to lighting restriction was very bad and only a few days before 
a i:eport came that the existing street lights were still blazing on, 
witl^the result that the local people had also made little attempts to 
screen their lights. The District Magistrate took up the matter and 
I hope an improvement has been effected in this respect. 
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^As regards the response of the public to the various appeals for 
volunteers for various services, that was also rather poor in Mymen- 
singh. The idea generally \seems to be prevalent there that nothing 
will happen to Mymensingh. Enthusiasm-ds however being sought to 
be instilled in the local people. A whole-time man has been appointed 
an 4* II- P- officer and J’iven a course of training at the Gkivernment 
of India Staff School, Calcutta. A number of trailer pumps have been 
ordered by Government for Mymensingh but have not been received at 
the time the report was compiled, and I am not sure whether the 
position has improved since then because tariler pumps are verj’ much 
in demand now. 

At Kharagpur a Government officer has been appointed whole-time 
A. R. P. Officer and has been given a course of training at the Govern- 
ment of India Staff' School. There has been very satisfactory response 
from the public in Kharagpur. Sufficient names have been secured to 
bring the Wardens’ Service up to 100 per cent, of its sanctioned 
strength plus some reserves. A local M.B. doctor has lieen appointed 
Officer-in-charge, Casualty Service, and 39 persons have been selected 
for service in the First-aid parties and at the first-aid posts. Equip- 
ment has been provided for them and training has been proceeding and 
has perhaps been completed by now. For the Rescue Service sufficient 
names have been secured for 6 squads. 28 stirrup pumps and nearly 
3,000 sand bags are being sent to Kharagpur and the rest of the pumps 
required will be sent as soon as available. The trailer pumps had not 
been received at the time this report was compiled. The names of 
nearly 1,000 men have been secured for street fire-fighting service. 
Their training was proceeding and has now been perhaps completed. 

This gives a rough outline of the idea of what is being done for 
vulnerable areas in the mofussil. So far as Calcutta is concerned, we 
have an entire structure ready^ In fact, that was handed down to us 
when the new Ministry was formed and about a month ago when this 
new Civil Defence port -folio was created I was confronted with this 
structure, with this scheme wdiich had been brought into existence by 
the late Government T might inform the House that this scheme and 
structure for the entire area had been brought into existence not only 
in Calcutta but in all the different provincial towns of India under the 
orders of the Government of India. The entire scheme w^as formulated 
by the Government of India in consultation with the Provincial Govern- 
ments and this scheme was framed and formulated as a result of the 
experience gained in England. It was after .some amount of research 
work reduced almost to scientific precision that this scheme has been, 
framed, formulated and executed and it would require a great deal of 
experience to the contrary to effect any change of a substantial 
character in this scheme which has been adopted. Even the number 
of hospital beds which should be set apart for casualty cases have been 
worked out on a certain basis of the possibility of danger or the degree 
87 
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of casualty being effected as a result of an air raid. One bed for e#cb 
400 heads of the population has been provided based in a particular 
area on the probability of so many people .’being expected to be killed 
having regard to the circumstances .of that particular area. There 
are some such bases upon which these calculations have got to be made. 

After all, it is all a matter of speculation more or less and these 
speculations must change from time to time according as the enemy, 
changes his tactics and according as the vulnerable area is at a further 
distance or nearer. Therefore these arrangements cannot be considered 
to be sacrosanct and may liave to be changed from time to time. But 
the main outline must remain and the services built up as a result of 
the experience, energy and devotion, cannot be brushed aside. Under 
the circumstances a fait accompli which was presented to the new 
Oovernment had to be accepted. I do not for a moment suggest that 
there is no scope for improvement. There may be legitimate room for 
improvement and it is our earnest and sincere appeal to the leaders of 
our people that constructive suggestions should be made for the purpose 
of bringing about improvement in the situation so that recruitment 
could be carried on much more briskly and effectively and the lacuna 
may be filled up. It is for that reason that a committee will be set up 
in Calcutta as a result of the deliberations of the conference last week 
end. The committee has not been constituted yet and I hope to com- 
plete the constitution in tlie course of this week. If that committee 
takes upon itself the task of making suggestions of improvement in 
the A. R. P. organisation where improvement is really necessary for 
the purpose of enlisting popular support, for the purpose of stimulating 
recruitment in Calcutta, for the purpose of giving a drive so that 
people may come forward in their hundreds and thousands and make 
this A. R. P. organisation an organisation of their own, I hope that 
so far as Calcutta is concerned, those who will be compelled to remain 
in the city may remain and stay with much greater assurance than has 
been possible so long. Times are such that we cannot afford to take 
our stand on petty bickerings, petty squabbles, political differences 
and communal bitterness. AVe mu.st concentrate all our efforts and 
pool all our resources for the purpose of fighting the great common 
danger with wliicb we are faced to-day. I am making this .hppeal in 
all sincerity as a great burden has been laid on my weak shoulders 
which has to be borne by all of us ; otherwise it is too much for any 
one man, however able and powerful he may claim to be. 

My honourable friend Mr. Humayun Kabir has made some sugges- 
tions with regard to the reorginastion of the Civil Defence Port -folio. 
1 must acknowledge the assistance and co-ordination which my 
colleagues, the Ministers in charge of other departments, have offered 
and also acknowledge the services r«j|>dered by the permanent 
Secretaries under them, for they have Chosen voluntarily to abrogate 
their wspective rights or privileges, if I may say so, and have '^agreed 
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V) submit themselves to my suggestions and to my directions even 
without reference to their own respective Ministers, having obtained 
their pennission in a general way. Therefore even in the matter of 
co-ordination there is not likely to b<>-much difficulty if this arrange- 
ment can be worked out in the way in which it is expected to be worked 
•o^t. I might reniiiffi the House that when this port-folio was created 
it was mentioned in the Government communique that it was done for 
the purpose of accelerating the work of Civil Defence in the province. 

It is acceleration of work that was aimed at and certainly Mr. Kabir 
was right in saying that too many files, too much redtapism which is 
inevitable in well-ordered Secretariat work in normal times cannot be 
allowed to stand in the way of quick disposal of work and (juick 
formulation of decisions. I can assure the House that it is understood 
by every one in the Secretariat that the telephone must play a much 
greater part than the file itself in formulation of policy and in the 
disposal of work. So far as Civil Defence is concerned, I am ghid to 
be able to tell you that that is the spirit in which we are working. I 
hope, I trust and I feel sure that the permanent officials will rise to 
the occasion, will enter into the spirit of this popular movement of 
Civil Defence and will not lag behind in the fullest support that is 
expected of them in our efforts to make this organization broadbased 
on popular will and fully supported by popular enthusiasm. In fact 
I might tell you as I had occasion to say the other day before a 
conference in this chamber that the conference and the Civil Defence 
Committee were the expression of an idea which emanated from the 
officers themselves when I first suggested that such a course should be 
adopted. They had stood by me in my efforts to organize p<jpular 
opinion voiced and focussed through popular committees and 
strengthened and supported by their good will. I hope popular 
enthusiasm will be worked ijp to a degree that cannot be too much in 
the present crisis. I trust that this debate will be of help in clarifying 
the atmosphere and that the report of this debate sent out through the 
machinery of the press will tend to hearten the citizens of Calcutta and 
will call forth their best enthusiasm and energy. (Cheers.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: May I have your leave to put 
one question to clarify the position a little? In case of evacuation 
people will have to leave behind their houses. Does the Government 
propose to take any stqps for protection of those houses, and if so, what 
is such action? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Well, so far as the 

question of evacuation is concerned, that is not a real live question 
with the Government. There is ifo compulsory evacuation in Calcutta 
and that is not in contemplation at the present moment. What is now 
beings suggested is that those who can make their own arrangements 
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for the protection of their houses in Calcutta and can find out suitable 
residence outside Calcutta or other places are welcome — not only 
welcome, are advised to go out of Calcutta, if they are not wanted in 
Calcutta for any essential work. But so far as protection of their houses 
in Calcutta is concerned, no special steps have yet been contemplated. 
It is expected that the ordinary police and the machinery of law wjjl ' 
come to their assistance. In this connection, I may also say something 
which I had omitted to mention, namely, the question of affording 
suitable sanitary measures in the mofussil areas where large congrega- 
tion of evacuees from Calcutta and other areas has taken place. The 
House is probably aware that in many mofussil municipal towns large 
concentration of citizens from Calcutta and other areas has occurred 
and problems have arisen in those municipalities as to how to deal with 
the questions of public health that have cropped up there and are 
baffling their resources. The House will be glad to learn that the 
Government have decided and issued orders in the Public Health and 
Local Self-Government Department that the municipalities will go 
^ ahead in the matter of expenditure that may have to be incurred for 
the purpose of effecting these public health and sanitary measures and 
the District Officers concerned have been instructed to allow Govern- 
ment money to be advanced to these municipalities to the fullest 
possible extent, any adjustment of expenditure between the Govern- 
ment and the municipalities being done later on. But that is not a 
consideration which should be allowed to stand in the way of these 
essential sanitary measures being undertaken by the respective 
municipalities . 


PROROGATION. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have it in command from 
His Excellency the Governor that the Council do now stand prorogued. 
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Members absent. 

9 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
10th March, 1942:— 

(1) Mr. Altaf Ali.^ 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(3) Eai Bahadur M. N. Bose. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Rezzaqul Haider Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

(6) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(T) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad Ghaziul Huq. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(12) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(13) Sir T. Lamb. 

(14) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(15) Dr. R. K. Mookerjee. 

(16) Mr. R. Pal Chowdhury. 

(17) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahaman. 

(18) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(19) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

(20) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(21) Rai Sahib J. M. Sen. 

(22) Sir B. P. Singh Roy. 

(23) Raja B. N. Sinha Bahadur. 
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Speech by — on the A. R. P. measures 
for Bengal. Pages 410-419. 

Speech by — on Mr. Nur Ahmed^s 
Bengal Jute Regulation (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1941. Pages 351-352. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
malaria in Mymensingh. Page 34. 

Supplementary questions by— on the 
question of Rai Sahib Jatigdra 
Mohan Sen regarding immersion of 
images at Dinajpur. Page 19. 

Supplementary question by— on the 
question of Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid 
Chowdhury regarding District Board 
Chairmen’s Conference at Darjeel- 
ing. Page 28. 
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KftMr, Mr. Hvmuyuti-^nold, 

Supplementary questions by — regarding 
appointment of retired officers (on the 
question of S^an Sahib Abdul 
Hamid Chaudhury). Pages 6*7. 

Supplementary questions by — on the 
question of Mr. Nur Ahmed regard- 
ing Police Force in Bengal. Pages 
14-15. 

Supplementary questions by — on the 
question of Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain regarding 
re-employment of retired Deputy 
Magistrate and Deputy Collectors. 
Pages 10-11. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
manufacture of paper from water- 
hyacinth. Page 366. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
jute mill strike in Budge Budge 
areas. Page 368. 

Supplementary questions by — regarding 
rise in price of commodities. Pages 
256-257. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
the terms of office of the Directors of 
Agriculture and Industries. Pages 
237-239. 

Kalazar and malaria In certain parts of 

ilessore— 

Questions regarding — ^by Mr. K. C. 
Roy Chowdhury. Pages 30-31. 

Kallhati Circle. Abolition of— 

Questions and supplementaries regard- 
ing — ^by Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid 
Chowdhury. Page 4. 

Question by Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid 
Chowdhury regarding abolition of — 
under Tangail subdivision in the 
district of Mymensingh. Page 89. 

Kanil tubdleltlon— 

Question by Khan Bahadur Ataur 
Rahman regarding failure of crop 
in — , Pages 233-234. 

Question by Khan Bahadur Ataur 
Rahman regarding cultivation of 
sugarcane in—. Pages 235-236. 


Karim, the Hon*ble Khan Bahadllf UK 
Abdul— • 

MotJ.on moved by— f-for taking the 
Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial 
Areas Amendment) Bill, 1941, as re- 
ported by the Select Committee into 

consideration. Page 99. • 

e 

Motion for third reading of the Bengal 
Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Tempo- 
rary Provisions) Extending Bill, 
1942. Page 374. 

Observations by — during discussion of 
the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy 
(Temporary Provisions) Extending 
Bill, 1942. Pages 304, 305, 308, 309. 

Programme of business laid down by — 
for the 10th March. Page 396. 

Remarks by — on Mr. Hnmayun 
Kabir’s request for a day to dis- 
cuss Mr. Churchill’s statement on 
Indian affairs likely to be issued 
that day. Page 397. 

Replies given by— to the amendments 
to the Bengal Criminal Law (Indus- 
trial .\reas Amendment) Bill, 1941. 
Pages 244 , 245 , 247 , 248, 249, 250. 

Motion moved by— that the Bengal 
Criminal Law (Imlustrial Areas 
Amendment) Bill, 1941, as settled in 
the Council, be passed. Page 250. 

Reply by — to the third reading of the 
above Bill. Page 253. 

Reply by — on the adjournment motion 
tabled by Mr, K. C. Roy Chowdhury 
TO discuss the sudden inflation in the 
price of soft coke or fuel for cooking 
and the soaring prices of foodstuffs 
and clothing. Pages 296-298. 

Speech by— regarding welcome to Their 
Excellencies Generalissimo Chiang 
Kai-Shek and Madame. Page 55. 
Statement made by — during the general 
discussion of the budget that he was 
taking down notes on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister in his 
absence (when the latter’s absence 
was pointed out by Mr. Hamidul 
Huq Chowdhury to the Chair). 
Pages 136, 1,39. 

Statement made by — regarding action 
taken on Mr. Nur Ahmed’s resolu- 
tion regarding manual training 
classes, ^ysical training, tiffin, etc., 
in Government High English Schools. 
Page 371. 
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* ^MtAigong— 

Question regaii^ing — ^by Mr. Nur 

Ahmed. Pages 34-36. 

Kidnapping. Cases of— 

Question and supplementary questions 
reg^ding — ^by Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

• Pages 15-16. 

Laidlaw, Mr. W. B. Q.— 

Speech by — on Mr. Kabir’s Bengal 
Local Self-Government (Amendment) 
Bill, 1937. Page 343. 

Land Mortgage Banks— 

Question regarding number of — ^in 
Bengal. Page 369. ^ 

Land Revenue Commission — 

Question regarding tertain recom- 
mendations of the — by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Pages 314, 321, 362. 

Low wages of iabourers— 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing — by Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain. Pages 73- 
74. 

Malaria- 

Question by Mr. K. C. Roy Chow- 
dhury regarding — in Chandibarpur 
Union, district Jessore. Pages 289- 
290. 

Maiaria in Mymensingh — 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing — by Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosafn. Pages 32-34. 

Manufaoture of paper from water- 

hyaointh— 

Question regarding—. Pages 366-366. 

Memoriai— 

Question by Mr. Krishna Chandra Roy 
Chowdhury regarding— from the 
people of Sankerpur in the Jessore 
district. ' Page 239. 

Meesagee— 

Received from the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly — 

(1) Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
(Second Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

(2) Bengal Public Demands Re- 
covery (Amendment) • Bill, 1941. 
Page 330. 


MMnaporo Collogo---^ 

Question regarding — by Rai Bahadur 
Manmatha Nath Bose. Page 71. 

MJBniuioro. Failure of orops in oortain 
parts of— 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing — . Pages 40-41. 

Mymensingh — 

Question by Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid 
('howdhury regarding abolition of 
Kalihati Circle under Tangail sub- 
division in the district of — . Page 
89. 

Mymensingh and Pabna distrtots* 
Boundary between — 

Question regarding — ^by Khan Sahib 
Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. Pages 36- 
37. 

Momln, Begum Hamida— 

Si)ecch by— on the budget for 1942-43. 
Pages 113-115. 

Mookerjee, Mr. Naresh Nath- 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
arrest of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 
Page 318. 

Mookerji, Dr. Radha Kun^bd— 

S]jeoch by — on the budget for 1942-43. 
Pages lOC-113. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
detenus and ]>olitical prisoners. 
Page 130. 

Mookerjee, the Hon'blo Dr. Byama- 
prasad— 

Explanation given by — for bis absence 
from the Council Chamber while the 
budget discussion was going on. 
Page 187. 

Presentation by — 

(1) Demands for excess expenditure 
in 193940. 

(2) Finance Accounts for 194(f41. 
Page 62. 

Presentation of supplementary esti- 
mates for 1941-42. Pages 86^7. 

Reply by— to the discussion on the 
excess expenditure for 1939-40. 
Pages 97-99. 
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ilitlMrlM. Hit Mtii-iit tr. Wfrnmmm 

Beply giTen by — ^to the enquiry of 
Mr. Humayun Kabir regarding 
special sanction of petrol to mem^rs 
when the Council is in session. 
Pages 106-106. 

Beply by — to the general discussion of 
the budget. Pages 220-228. 

Beply by — ^to the objection taken by 
Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzalnuddin 
Hosain to the discussion of the sup- 
plementary estimates on 3rd March 
1942, as the members got notice of 
it only after coming to the House. 
Pages 301-302. 

Beply ^>y— to Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain’ s , resoltttien 
regarding the reduction of the pay 
of all future entrants to the ProTin- 
cial Services to Rs. 600. Pages ^2- 
333. 

Reply by— to the debate on the sup- 
plementary estimate for 1941-42. 
Pages 393-396. 

Speech made by— ^n the budget esti- 
mates for the year 1942-43. Pages 
66-62. 

Statement 4hade by— -in connection 
with the programme of business that 
it is His Excellency Who fixes the 
dates on which the Council will 
meet and that a definite date for the 
discussion of the supplementary 
budget would be fixed by him on 
his return from tour. Page 310. 

Statements by — regarding the supply 
of additional quantity ^of petrol to 
members of the Council. Pages 408- 
409, . 

Niglmrl Union Board, Tangail, Mymon- 

Singh— 

Question regarding resolution regard- 
ing the removal of the President of 
the—. Pages 403-406. 

Nuir of Hovfrah Olatrlot 
Ooort— 

Question and supplementaries r^^ard- 

^ ing — . Pages 43-44. 


mtrnr^ f 0h m m 

Regarding death of the Right DEoiilble 
Sir ^kbar Hydari^ Member of the 
Vfeeroy’s Executive Council, 2*ageB 

Pabna and Mymonsinfh fUstrlela. 

Boundary betwoan— ^ " 

^ Question regarding — ^by Khan" Sajiib 
Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. Pages 36- 
37. 

Pai Chowdhury, Mr. Ranajit— 

Question by — ^regarding rural public 
health units. Page 269. 

Panoi of Chairman- 

Announcement** of personnel of — ^by 
Mr. President. Page 66. 

Petroi— 

Enquiry by Mr, Humayun Kabir re- 
garding special ^ sanction of — to 
members when the Council is in 
session. Page 106. 

Point of information raised by Mr. 
Humayun Kabir regarding additional 
supply of — to members of the Upper 
House. Page 408. 

Statement from the Chair regarding 
supply of additional quantity of— to 
members of the Council. Page 408. 

Point of information — 

Raised by Mr. Nur Ahmed regarding 
i^lect Committee meetings to consi- 
der the Bengal Public Gambling 
(Amendment) Bill, 1941. Page 366. 

Raised by Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh 
Roy enquiring as to the decision of 
the Government on his proposal to 
hold a secret session of the House to 
place before the A. R. P. meaaares 
adopted by them for Calcutta and ita 
suburbs. Pages 291-293. 

Raised by Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta 
regarding the fate of the Bengal 
Legislative Council Powers and 
Privileges Bill, 1939, which had been 
referred to a Select Committee. 
Pages 366-366. 

'Raised by Mr. K. K. Dutta whether 
any member for ihe Pengal Legisla- 
tive Council has been taken on the 
Publth slcoonnta <l 0 Kunittee. Page 
62. 
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iNiit of Onior- 

Baked by the Hon’ble Mr. Sbntosb 
Kumar Basu pointing out * that Sir 
Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy was not 
' right in referring to the Hon’ble Mr. 
Pramatha Nath Banerjee as a niem- 
her of the Forward Block. Page 

Bai4^ by the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 
Fazlul Huq on tlie speech of Mr. 
K.' K. Dutta on his adjourmnent 
motion regarding the detention of 
Mr. Sarat Ch. Bose. Pages 47-48. 
Raised by Khan Bahadur Naziruddin 
Ahmed that as the District Magis- 
trate of (’hittagong ordered evacua- 
tion of some villages under the 
advjce of the military authorities, tlu* 
Bengal Government cannot be held 
re6])onsihle for that and so the 
adjournment motion 'is out of order. 
Page 325. 

Raised by Mr. Amulyadbono Roy that 
rule 62 of." the Bengal l.<egislative 
Council Procedure Rules had rtot 
been observed by the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur M. Abdul Kanin when he 
moved that the Bengal Non-Agricul- 
tural Tenancy (Temiiorary Provi- 
sions) Extending Bill, 1912, he taken 
into consideration without giving the 
House time to put in amendments. 
Page 304. 

Raised by Mr. Nur Ahmed that the 
motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 
M. Abdul Karim to take the Bengal 
Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Teffijio- 
rary Provisions) * Extending Bill, 
1942, into consideration was not in 
order inasmuch as copies of the Bill 
in question had been supplied to the 
members only that day and not 
before 15 days as per rule 52 of the 
Council Procedure Rules. Page 304. 
Raised by — Mr. Nur Ahmed to the 
effect that when the leader of the 
Opposition was sjieaking on the 
budget nobody was taking notes on 
the Government benches in the 
absence of the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister. Page 176. 

Point of Privilogi— 

Raised by Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan 
Sen as to whether the pending ques- 
tions of the last session would be 
answered «in this ^sestion or not. 
Page 258. 


Point of Prlirilo|t-H;(mcM* 

Raised by Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy 
tUviiiauiiiiig that Government Bbould 
inlunii the House as regards the 
details of the A. R. P. measures 
adopted by them in regard to Cal* 
ciitta and ‘tw suburbs. Pages 240- 
241, 242. 

Police Force in Bengal — 

QiieHtioii and supplementaries regard- 
ing -by Mr. Nur Ahmed. Pages 12- 
13. 

Pcstponement— 

Of the (liS(*ussiou on sujiplementary 
estimates for 1941-12 requested by 
Khali Bahadur Kaiyod Miiazikamuddin 
llosaiii on the ground that notice for 
llu* same was rtH'eived only that very 
uioriiiiig. Page 303. 

President, Mr.— 

Aiiuouiicement by- -of the personnel — 
(J) l^lnel of Chairmen. 

(2) House Committee. Page 66. 

Auuoumvment and remarks by — wilh 
regard to three adjournment 
motions — 

(1) Regunling repr<*Hsivc indicios of 
(Government towards Muslim 
Workers, ete., moved by Mr. Nur 
Ahnu'd. 

(2) Regarding deterioration in the 
Internal Situation, e.g., disloca- 
tion of tnidt* and daily eommo- 
diti<*s are scares*, moved by Alhadj 
Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad 
Jan. 

(3) Regarding deteiilioii of J^r. Sarat 
Ch. Bose in Triehinojxily Jail. 
Pages 44-48. 

Announcement by — of the decision of 
Government to supply additional 
quantity of jietrol to members of the 
Ckmncil. Pa^ 408. • 

Announcement by — fixing 12 noon on 
Friday, the 6th March, 1942, as the 
last day for giving notice of amend- 
ments to the clauses of the Bengal 
Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Tempo- 
rary Provisions) Extending Bill, 
1942. Page 309. 
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Aimouiicemeiit by— regarding change in 
the time of the sitting of the House 
on and from the next sitting day, 
from 2-15 p.m. to 2-46 p.m. Page 
124. 

Announcement by — that tha^next item 
on the Order Paper, vie.,, discussion 
of (Supplementary Estii^iates is 
postiX)ned at the instahoe of the 
lieader of the House as the Hon*ble 
Finance Minister was unavoidably 
required elsewhere. Page 242. 

Concurrence expressed by — with the 
view of the Leader of the Ojj^Kisition 
that Ministers in— charge of the 
departments in respect of which ctom- 
ments are made by members should 
reply to them. Page 1117. 

Consent given by — to the Hon’ble 
Nawab Bahadur of Dacca’s request 
to allow one of his colleagues 
to reply to the resolution concerning 
his department, as it would not be 
possible for him to be present in the 
House for some days. Page 242. 

Disposal by — of the Point of Privilege 
raised by Rai Sahib Jutindra Mohan 
Sen whtither the pending questions 
of the lust session would be answer- 
ed in this session or not, by asking 
him to write to the Secretary as to 
the ]K)sition. Page 258. 

Observations by — during discussion of 
the Excess Exiienditure for 1939-40. 
Page 98. 

Observations by — during discussion of 
the adjournment motion of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed having as its object the sus- 
pension of the business of the High 
Court on every Friday to give faci- 
lities to the Muslim litigants and 
lawyers to say their “Jumah” 
prayers. Pages 91-96. 

Observation by — ^that the questioner 
shall have the first opportunity to 
put supplementary questions. Page 
83. 

Obtervation by — regiM^ing evasive 
replies of Hon’ble Ministers. Page 
78. 

Observation by — that it lies with His 
Excellency the Governor as to bow 
he would treat a particular matter 
whether in bis discretion or in his 
individual judgment. Pages 322-323. 


PrtHitiit, Mr.— 

Observations by — on the difficAties 
poiii|;od out by Mr. Humayun Kabir 
in taking up the general discussion 
of the budget so 'soon after its pre- 
sentation without the break of a few 
days in between, as usual. Page 
106. * 

Observations by — on the request made 
by Mr. Kader Baksh that his seat 
may be changed from the back 
bench. Page 249. 

Observations by — on the difficulty ex- 
plained by Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazxamuddin Hosain regarding 
discussion of the budget on the first 
day allotted for its discussion as 
there was no sufficient time given to* 
members after the presentation ot 
the budget. Pages 123-124. 

Observations by — on the point of order 
by Maiilvi Abul Quasem regarding 
the desirability of all the Ministers 
remaining present during general 
discussion of the budget. Page 112. 

Observations by — on the point of 
order raised by Rai Bahadur Kesbab 
Chandra Baiierjee to the effect that 
on a general discussion of the 
budget members have every right 
to (iriticise any part of the budget. 
Page 112. 

Observation by — that the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister had left the Cham- 
Ifer with the Chair’s permission and 
had made arrangements for points 
in the speeches to be taken down by 
one of his colleagues. Page 176. 

Observation by — that it was the usual 
and established convention that in a 
budget discussion wide latitude is 
given to ventilate grievances on 
almost any matter that may be 
provided for in the budget estimates. 
Page 168. 

Observation by — ^tbat if the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister (who bad gone to 
Government House on urgent work 
with the Chair’s permission) did not 
come back within five minutes, be 
would be obliged to stop all discus- 
sion that day: also, generally that 
the absence of other Hon’ble 
Ministers °was unfair to the House. 
Pages 186, 187. 
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ofiservations by — on the point of 
information tabout the holding of a 
secret session of the House regarding 
the A. 11. P. measures adopted by 
Government for Calcutta and its 

• suburbs. Pages 291-293.* 

, Observation by — that ho could not 
allow piecemeal amendments to a 
Bill being moved as the discussion 
proceeds. Page 345. 

Observations by — on the objection 
taken by Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain to the dis- 
cussion of the supplementary esti- 
mates on 3rd March, 1912, as the 
members got notice of it only after 
coming to the House. Pages 301- 
303. 

Observations by — on the adjournment 
motion tabled by Mr. K. 0. Roy 
Chowdhury outlining the procedure 
which may he followed (as is follow- 
ed in the British House of Tjords) 
by a member who is u supporter of 
the Ministry desiring to move a 
motion for adjournment of the 
House to discuss a certain matter. 
Pages 294-295. 

Observation by — that the sc(»pe of 
debate on a supplementary budget is 
very limited. Page 385. 

Observation by~(in connection with an 
adjournmiMit motion) that if tlb in- 
tention is only to got information 
then in that case a motion for 
adjournment is not the right proce- 
dure. The pro|>er procedure was to 
give notice of a short-notice question. 
Page 326. 

Nomination made by — to the Joint 
Library Committee. Page 370. 

Obituary reference by — regarding 

death of the Right Hon’ble Sir Akbar 
Hydari, Member of the Viceroy ^s 
Executive Council. Pages 1-2. 

Remarks made by — on the point of 
order raised by the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 
Fazliil Huq on the speech of Mr. 
K. K. Dntta with regard to his 
adjournment motion regarding deten- 
tion of Mr. Sarat Ch. Bose, Pages 
48, 50, 55. 
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Remarks by— -that notice of adjourn- 
inent will not entitle a member to 

^ make a speech on the adjoununent 
motion before it is placed for dis- 
cussion ^by the House. Page 46. 

Ruling ^ven by — ^that Mr. Humayun 
Kabir’r motion reganling the Bengal 
Ijocal §elf-Government (Amendment) 
Bill, 1937, was out of order, in- 
usinuch as under rule 53 of the 
Procedure Rules he neither asked for 
suspension thereof nor obtained the 
necessary iiermisison to move his 
motion to take the Bill into eon- 
sideratioii. Pages 340-341. 

Ruling by — on a point of order raised 
by Mr. Amiilyadhone Roy that the 
stage for putting forward amend- 
ments to the (Causes of the Bill 
would come only after the motion 
for consideration was decided and for 
that purpose time would he given 
according to rule 12 of the Bengal 
Legislative Council Procedure Rules. 
Pago 304. 

Ruling by — that the publication of a 
Bill in the “Calcutta Gazotte” 15 
days ago dispenses with the necessity 
of distributing (opies of the Bill to 
the members. Page 

Ruling by — that it was irregular for a 
member to make reference to a short- 
noticc qiK'stion in the House liefore 
as(*ertai fling from office whether it 
was accejited as a short-notice ques- 
tion by the Govornnieiit at all. 
I»age 293. 

‘Ruling given by- -on Mr. K. K. 
Dutta’s jioint of information whether 
any iru*mher from the Bengal legis- 
lative C’ouncil has liecn taken on the 
Public Ai'counts Committee that 
the proper time for asking his ques- 
tion is when the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister would present the Appro- 
priation Accounts. Pago 63. 

Statement by — of the Mumber of ques- 
tions department by department 
pending for reply from December 
(1941) session, and in the^ current 
session. Page 407. 

Prlofr— 

Question by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 
regarding rise in — of commodities. 
Pages 255-258. 
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Proomiofit until muile— 

Quegtion regarding enquiry into the 
question of — in public thoroughfares 
in Dinaipur, by Hai Sahib Jatindra 
Mohan Sen. Pages 314-315. 

Pregrafimie of Btitinoto-- 

Laid down by the Hon'ble Khan 
Bahadur M. Abdul Karim for the 
10th March. Page 396. 

Prorogotloiv- 

Of the House announced by Mr. 
President. Page 434. 

Public Aooounti Commlttoe— 

Point of information regarding Hon’blo 
Finance Minister’s decision as to 
the — of the Upper House examining 
the audit report of the Auditor- 
General. Page 372. 

Public hcalth-- 

Question by Mr. Rnnajit Pal Chow- 
dhury regarding improvement of t^e 
rural — units. Page 289. 

Quarters for Sub- Registrars— 

Question regarding — by Khan Sahib 
Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. Pages 70- 
71. 

Quasem, Maulvl Abul— 

Observations by — during discussion of 
the adjournment motion of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed, having as its object the sus- 
pension of the businoHs of the High 
Court on every Friday to give facili- 
ties to the Muslim litigants and 
lawyers to say their ‘Mumah” 
prayers. Pages 93, 95. 

Point of order raised by— -pointing out 
the desirability of all the Ministers 
remaining present during general dis- 
cussion of the budget. Page ^112 

Supplementary questions by— regard- 
^ng increase in price of daily 
necessaries. Pages 75-76. 

Supplementary questions by— regarding 
8U8t>en8ion of business during i 
"‘Jumab” prayer in the High Court. » 
Pages 84-85. 

Spwh on the general discussion of the 
budget by—. Pages 204-209. 

c 


QhmmIv Maillvl Ab«l-~eonclfL 

Supplementary question by— regarding 
recommendations of « the Land Reve- 
nue Commission. Page 321. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
arrest of Abdul Matin Chowdhury. 
Page 321. . , • 

Speech by— on the Bengal Municip^al 
(Amendment) Bill, 1941. Pages 349- 
360. 

Questions pending- 

statement by Mr. President of the 
number of — since December, 1941, 
and in the current session. Page 
407. 

Rahnuin, Khan Bahadur Ataur— 

Question by — regarding cultivation of 
sugarcane hi Kandi subdivision. 
Pages 235-236. 

Question by — regarding flood in Kandi. 
Page 86. 

Question and supplementary question 
by — regarding failure of crop in 
Kandi subdivision. Pages 233-234. 

Question and supplomcntaries by — re- 
garding cinchona factory. Pages 80- 
83. 

Remarks by — regarding evasive replies 
ol Hon’ble Ministers. Page 78. 

Resolution moved by — that the Gov- 
ernmeiit of Bengal should take steps 
to reduce the administrative expendi- 
ture by amalgamating the duties of 
several officers moving about in the 
same area. Pages 276-277, 279. 

Si>eech by — on the motion for consi- 
deration of the Bengal Non-Agricul- 
t lira I Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
sions) Extending Bill, 1942, moved 
by the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. 
Abdul Karim. Pages 307-308. 

Speech by — on Mr. Humayun Kabir’s 
Bengal Local Self-Government 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937. Pages 343- 
344. 

Supplementary questions by — on the 
question of Rai Bahadur Manmatha 
Nath Bose regarding failure of 
cro})e in certain parts of Midnapore. 
Page 41. 

8upplemen|ary questions by — regard- 
ing Nazir of Howrah Distrirt 
Judj^e^s Court. Page 44 . 
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Supplementary questions by — on the 
question of iMr. Nur Ahined^ rc^^ard- 
ing Police Force in Bengal. Pages 
13-14, 

Supplementary questions^ by — on the 

* question of Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain regarding re- 
employment of retired Deputy Magis- 
trates and Deputy Collectors. Pages 
9-10. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
rise in price of commodities. Page 
26(). 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
low wages of labourers. Page 74. 

Resolution (oflioial) — 

Regarding welcome So Their Kxcellcn- 
cies Ceneralissiino Chiaiig Kai-Shek 
and Madame C^hiang Kai-Shek. 
Pages 05-69. 

Resolutions (non-offiGial)— 
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